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The following Entry was read from bne of the Books of the SocUtf. 
for C^njiitutional Information : 

^ XjLT a Meeting of the Society, hdd at the Crown and 
^ Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, July 27, lygOU 

« PRESENT, 

^ Mr, Choppin, in the chair, 

^ Mr. Hull, Mr. Bufh, Mr, M. Bufh, Mr, Sturch, Mr. 
«* Williams, Mr, G, Williams, C^t, Harwood, Mr. Harvey, 
^ Mr. Gow, Capt» Perry, Mr. Sinclair, Mr, Geddes, Mr, 
<« Afpinal, Mr. Gerard, Mr, Xittlejdm, Mr, Rutt, Mr, Sutton, 
^ Mr, Moore, Mr, John Martin, Lord Sempill, 

^ The committee appointed to take Mr. Paine's letter of tht 
^ 4di inftant into confideration, and to confider of the manner in 
^ which the fociety fhall communicate to Mr, Paine their deter- 
^ mination concerning his o^ of loool, intruft, to be applied 
^ as this ibciety Iball think proper, reported that they had 
^ met on Monday laft, when they came to the following 
^ relblutians ; 

B 2 ? That 
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^ That it is the opinion of this committee, the offer of Mrt 
** Paine be refpefifuUy declined. 

" Rcfolved, That the following letter be recommended by 
W this committee, to be tranfinitted by the fcciety to Mr. Paine ; 
« Sir, 

" I am direfted by the Society for Conftitutional Information, 

^ to return you their fmcere thanks for the honour you have 

** done them, in rcqucfting them to becpme -truftees pf the fum 

*' of one thoufand pounds, "which has been produced by the 

" profits of the fale of the Rights of Man, and leaving it to them 

" to apply it to fuch purpofes as they (hould judge proper. 

" They have a juft fenfe of the confidence that you have placed 

" in them, and of the generofity and difintereftednefs of your 

*^ offer, but they cannot think that it is an offer they fliould 

*^ accept. The emijient fervices which have been rendered lo 

^ the public by your invaluable writings, have never yet met 

. ¥ widi an adequate reward, and they think that it wpuld ^e an 

^extreme injuftice to deprive you of any benefits which might be 

^ derived from their fale j for it is but reafonable, that thofe who 

*< are poffeffed of literary talents, and who employ them to ^ro-, 

« mote the happinefs of the community to which they belong, 

*^ and to mankind at large, fliould receive thofe advantages 

« which may be obtainefl by their writings, and which may be 

** enjoyed with integrity and honour. But though the fociety 

** decline the offer which you have been pleafed to make them, 

«< they cannot do it, without, at the lame time, congratulating 

*• you upon the confcioufiiefs which you muft poffefs of having 

** contributed, by your writings, to the illumination of fo many 

•* millions of human beings, in this country, America, and iq 

«* other nations, on fiibjefts of the higheft importance to tho 

^ univerfal freedom and happinefs of mankind. 

" I am, with great efteem, 

" Sir, 

J* Your mpft obedient fcrvant, 

" />. J. Secretary.'*. 
^ To Mr. Thomas Raw:' 
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^ Refolved, That the faid letter be figned by the Secretary, 
^ and fent to Mr. Paine. 

" Refolved, that the Secretary wait on Mr. Paine^ to be in- 
^ formed by him, whether it be agreeable to him, that the two 
*' refolutions of the committee appointed to take Mr. Paine*s 

* letter of the 4th of July into coiifideration, . together with, the 

* anfwer of the fociety, be publifhed in the papers, and that if 
*' Mn Paine does not difapprove its publication, that it be forth- 
** with publiflied in different papers. 

" Adjourned to the laft Friday in September." 

Mr. Bower. I j(hall how call the bookfeller who publifhed 
Mr. Paine's book. 

Jeremiah Samuel Jordan (fwom). Examined hy Mr. B^wer^ \ 

^ Do you know Mr. Thomas Paine ? 

^. Yes. 

^ Do you know his hand-writing ? ' . 

A. I think I do. . . ' 

^. Look at that letter ; do you believe that to be his hand* 
Vriting ? ' 

ii To the beft of my rccolledion this is like his writing! 
I never faw him write. 

J^. Have you correfponded with him ? 

A. I have received notes from him. 

^. And anfwered them ? ^ 

A. No. 

^. How do you know the notes Came from himj has he 
afterwards told you tiiat they were his notes ? 

A. Becaufe I delivered things according t6 his order, there* 
fore fuppofed them to come from him; but I never few him 
write, fo as to take particular notice. 

^. Have you ever talked with him about thofe. notes, or of 
filings that were fent in confequence ? 

A. I do not know that I have. 

j^. Did you publifh, at any time, for Mr. Paine, a work, 
entitled, ** Rights of Man?" 

A. I did. 

B 3 \^. Look 
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' 4: ^<^ ^ ^ ^ ^i^ ^ whether t}ia(e is die book tiiat 
you publifhed ? * 

A This is one like ihem^ whether this i$ one of the fiime 
books I cannot tell i here is my mme to it, atid it is like that 
ttrhich I pubHihed< 

^ Do you belieye it to be one of die books diat yon 
publifhed ? 

J4 I believe it is one of the books diat I might publjfli. 
Mr. Erjkine4 Do you (wear to that book, that it is one you 
publifhed ? 

J. I cannot fwear that it is ; there were a great number fold 
Aat were not fold by me. ~ 

Mr. Bower. Look at it, and fee whether it is one of the 
b«dts you pubfiihed ? 
J. It is one of the &me as I piUi/hed for Mr. Pai^ie. 
^ Is it like the book you publifhed ? 
Mr. Erjkine. Is that the book or not ? If tiiat is not the book 
I objeft to it. 
- X#r^ Onefjitftue Eyre. Who printed it ? . 

A. Mr. Chapman printed part of it. Of the firfl pirt of tlv 
ji&i^bc» of Man, Mr. Chapman panted the ^ilide^ This is. the 
fecond part. \ 

Mr. Bower. I thought you had been the printer ? 
A. No, I am only the publifher. 

Mr. White. The man is dead that bought it, and I mufl call 
a witnefs to prove his hand-writing. That was proved in a 
trourtofjuftioe. 

Mr. Bower. I have the record of a conviiftion^ in which Paine 
was convi^d : this wimefr was examined upon his oath there, 
and I can prove what he (wore then, which I fubmit will be 
evidence. 

> Mr^ Br/kine^ That was the King againfl Mr. Fame : this is 
the King againfl Mr- Hardy. 

Mr. Garrow. I think I am entitled, at prefent, to read thi.s 
as evidence to go to die Jury j I know it is open to the other 
fide to (hew that this is not the Rights of Man, recognized by 
tins (ociety^~ We can carry it further, 
2 Lori 
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Lxrri Ckkf JikjUct Eyrh T«e rv&t of telHBfcncfc fttfifflrci'-ftat' 
you (hould carry it further. ' 

Afr. Bewer. Dd ytni knolls hdirft^ lAx. Chapman t)ftited ? 

J. I belieye ai fer aS'letiser H. 

Mr. Bmen I Will tkfw i^ad tfi« l«"6cccdii^ 'tf th^Conftl* 
tutional Sodietj^^ at ifaeir hext 'hM^g^ oA lUe 28tti of Sep« 
temben / ^ • 

. -^ pY^eeeMkgsiimi riad. 

^ At a meeting of the Society for Conftittrdofui Iftfemmtion, 
« hel(f at the CrowB and AiKfW TiAVem, Strand, Friday, 28th 
" of September, I79ik* - 

« WIE6ENT, 
^ <<L S&v William fihstrp Ltt the Pndrj^^ • 

« Mr* L H* Tooke, Mr. Symonds, Mr. Walfh, Mr* Bonney, 

^ Mr. ^(erry, Mr* Jennings, M^. /p^ Martin, iAv* Willisj^ns^ 

" Mr* Sturch, Mfr* Moore, Captain I^erry, Mr. Rickman, 
^ ^ Mr* Geddest Mx* Hardy,. .Mr. Gow^ Mr. Maifaiot, 

^ Mr. SixKlair, Mn Balmanno. 
. ^ Read the followiiig letter froni the Secretary q{ f^ jMAm 
^ Corre^onding Society* 

« To Dy Adaitis^r.Secfetufy^ to the Society for Conftitutiotial 
^ InformatiQii* 
« SlR» 

. ^ The London Correfponding Society having t&k^n tfie reTo- 

** lution of tranfmitting to the French National Conventioii) 

^ an addrefe, figned by all the members, or by the different 

*t delegated (eadi'^ftating for how many members he figns), to 

^ affure diat fufFering nation, that we fympothife with diem in 

^ their misfortunes 1 that we view dieir exertions widi admi* 

^ ration \ that we wifli to give tbem all fuch countenance and 

^ fupport as individuals, unfiipported and opprefied &enifdve9» 

^ can afford ; and that fhould thofe in power here — dare (in 

^ violation of the nation's pledged faith of neutrdity, and in 

** oppofition to Ae well-known fentiments of die people ai 

^ large) to join die German band of defpots, tmked agunft 

^ liberty, we difdaim all concurrence dierein ; and will, to a 

^ man, exert every juftifiable means for countera&ing dieir 

B 4 ^ TsadokaSioTA 
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9 ixuic^inadoi^:^ ag^inft ^ tin. %edoi|[l aid the bappiner$ ct 
^ mankind. 

^ I am offdqfed^ by the ccmpiittfe to acqi^aint the Society for 
« Conftitutional Information therewith,; in order to be &voured 
^ with their txpinion- thereon,, and in hopes that< if they approve 
^l the idea# andrxscommendits^^option to the different Societies, 
" the publication of fuch a refpeftable number of real.names* 

* will gready check; thj^ hcxftile B(ieafures which might otherwifo 
**, be piu in exe<;ution# . :; ; 

. ' . ; *^ I anxj^^yidi great relpeA, ^ 

^ Dear Sir, 
'■\-{ ** Your very humble fervant, 

(Signed) . ^ THOMAS MjIRDT^ Secretary.'^ 

' ^ LofKfony Sept. 2ly 17,92, ' 

* '^o[ ()^ Piccadilly^ near, the top 'of tie Haymafiei/* 

•■'../•■/■> f- 

'. « Refolvedj -That the Secretory cxprefs ihe thahks of tli4 
** fociety to the London Correfponding Society, for their com-* 

* munKadbn,^ and acquaint tiicm diis fociety do' Very highly 
'' approve of their intention. 

. ♦* Ordered, That the fiiid letter b^ readat-Ae next Meeting^ 
** for the purpofe of confidering of publifhing the fanfie. * 

*^ Read a letter from the London Correfponding Society, m^ 
«' dofiitg a * printed Addref? to'the* Inhiakitants* of Gre^t- 
« Britain/* . 

Mr, Bcweri There is in the Meeting of the 5th, a con«» 
firmation.bf.thefe minutes. 

Mr. Gf^rrow. I (hall now produce a copy of one of the cheap 
editions of Paine's Rights of Man, and Mr* Paine's Letter to the 
People of France, both found in poffeffion of the prifoner. 

Mr. Ecbf^ard Lauxan again called. 

Mr. Garr&w. Is that one of the papers you found at the 
prifaner's hqufe ? 

y/. Yes 9 there is my name to it, 

^ Did you find the other there ? 
X Yes. 

. . ^r. ErJkinSt 



; Mr. Erjkine. Is your Lordfhip of opnirion thai any printed 
kxnk which is found in the pofieffion qf die prifoner is to be' 
rskL 

Lerd Chief Jujiice Eyre. It Is evidence to be left to the' 
Jury. 

Mr. GarroWi We do not interrupt the cour& of proceedingf 
by reading the paflages out of Paine's book ; at prelcnt we will 
go on widi other evidence* 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. When a^e we to take up that? If 
we are erer to have it, we may as well have it now. 

Air. Garraw. Then w« will read Mr* Paine's Letter to the 
people of France* . 

// wa$ read. 

LETTER of Thomas Paine, to the PEOPLE rf 
FRANCE. 
Publilhed and diftributed Gratis ty the London Corrrfponding 

Society. 

«' Paris^ September 25, 
« (iFirJi Tear of the Republic.) 

^ Fellow Citizens, 

^ I receive, with afFe£fcionate gratitude, the honour which the 
'^ late National Aifenbly has conferred upon me, by adc^ting 
^ me a Citizen of France ; and die additional honour of being 
" eledied by my FeUow-Cidzens a Member of the National 
^ CofiventioiL Happily imprefied, as I am, by thofe teftitnonies 
" of refped (hewn towards me as an individual, I feel my felicity 
^ cncreafed by feeing the barrier broken down that divided Pa- 
^ triotifln by fpots of earth, and limited Citizenfhip to the foU, 
* like vegetation* 

^ Had thofe honours been conferred in an hour of national 
^ tranquillity, they would have afforded no other means of 

ftewing my afFe<Sion, than to have accepted and enjoyed 

^ them ; but they come accompanied witii circumftances that 

" give me the honourable oppcMtunity of commencing my Citi- 

^ zenlhip in the ftormy hoiq: erf" difficulties. I come not to 

3 " enjoy 
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^ enjoy repots. Comanccd that the caufc of P^rance is die caufe 
^ of all mankind, and that as liberty cannot be purchafed by a 
^ wifh, I gladly fhare with you the dangers and honours necef-; 
^ iary to fuccefs. 

« I am well aware that the moment of any great change?' 
^ fiich as that accompliihed on the loth of Auguft, is una- 
*f voidably the moment of terror and confufion^ The mindy 
" highly agitated by hope, fufpicion, and apprehenfion, continues 
^ without reft till the change be accompliflied. But let us now 
^ look calmy and confidentially forward, and fuccefs is c^tain« 
*f It is no longer the paltry caufe of Kings, or of this, or of that 
^ individual, that calls France and her armies into aiSlion^ It 
*^ is the great caufe of ah,. It is the eftablifhment of a new 
** aera, that fhall blot Defpotifm from the earth, and fix, on the 
^^ laftiag principles of Peace and Citizenihip, the great Republic 
** of Man. 

*5. It has been my fate to have borne a ibare in the com-* 
" mencement and complete eftablifhment of one Revolution (I 
*' mean the Revolution of America). The fuccefs and events 
^ of that Revolution are encouraging to us. The profperity 
^ and happinefs that have fince flowed to that country, have 
** amply rewarded her for all the hardihip^ (he endured, and 
^ for all the dangers ihe encountered. 

" The principles on which that RevoIiitiW.begari, have ex-* 
** tended tliemfelves to Europe; attd;an over-JruUng Pfovidence 
•? is regenerating the Old World -by the principlea o£ the New* 
^ The diftance of America from all the other, p^ts. of the 
^ globe, did not admit of her carrying tho(e prindptes bepnd 
^ her own (ituation. It is to the peculiar honoiir of Fnmce, 
^^ that -ihe now raifes the ftandard of Liberty for 4II nations ^ 
^ and in fighting her own battles, contends for the rights of 
^ all mankind. 

" The fame fpirit of fortitude that infured fiiccels to Ame- 
** rica, will infure it to France ; for it is impoiEWe to conquer 
*' a nation determined to be free ! The military circumftanced- 
•* that now unite themfelves ta France, are fuch as the DeC 
^f pots of the earth know nothing of, and can form na calcu- 

** lation 
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« ktlon upo|i# They -know not what it is to fight agalnft ^ 
« nation. They hav« only been accuftomed to make war Nj^ 
^ upon each other, and they know from fyftem and pni£tice, - 
^ bow to calculate the pFd>able fuccefs of defpot againft de{^ 
^ pot; and here dieir knowledge and their experience end* 

^ But in a conteft like th^ prefent, a new and bdundleft 
** variety of circumftances arifes, that deranges all fuch cuf- 
.^ tomary calculations. When a "vrfiole natic^ a^ as an army, 
^ the defppt knows not the extent of the power againft which 
^ he contends^ New armies rife againft him with the necef-^ 
** fity of die mpment. It is dien that the difficukiea of aii 
^ invading enemy multiply, as in the former cafe tb»y i&Boi^ 
^ mihpi'f and he finds them at tl?ieir height when be expefied 
^ them to end. 

^ The only war that has any fimilarity of circumftancei 
^ with the prefent^ i$ thp late Revolution-war in AmerioK. 
^ On her part,, as if now is in France, it was a war of tiie 
^ w}i^. n^on. — ^THere it was that the enemy, by beginning 
^ to conquer, put himfelf in a condition of being conipieiiedi 
^ His firft vi^lories prepared him for defeat. He advanced 
^ till be could not retceat> and found himfelf in the midft of 
^ a nation of armies. 

^^ Were it now to be propofed to the Auftrians and Pruf^ 
^ fians to ckon them into ^ middle of France, and thei« 
^ leave them to make Ae moft of fuch a fituation, they would 
^ fee too n)uch into &e ^dangers of it to accept die ofter^ and 
*^ the &iie dangers would attend them could they arrive there 
« by any other means. Where Aen is the military policy of 
^ dieir attempting to obtain by force, that whidi they wouM 
f* refufe by choice. But to reafon with defpots is throwing 
« reafon away. The heft of arguments is a vigorous prcpa- 
^ ration. 

^ Man is ever a ftranger to the ways by which Providence 
^ regulars the order of things. The interference of foreign 
** Defpots may ferye to introduce into their own cnflaved 
« countries the principles they coaiQ to oppofe. Liberty and 

" Equality 
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^ 'Eqtiality are Weffings too great to . be the inheritance df 
*' France alone* It is honour to her to be their firft chain-* 
^ pion; and flie may now fay t6 her enemies^ with a mighty 
** voice, " O ! ye Auftrians, ye Pruffian^ ! ye who riow turn 
*' your bayonets againft us ; it is for all Eur6pe ; it is for all 
*' mankind, and not fdr France alone, that fhe raifes the ftandard 
^ of Liberty and Equality !" 

** The public caufe has hitherto fufFered from th^ coritradic- 
•* tions contained in the Gonftitution of the former Conftituent 
" Affembly* Thoife contradi<5lions have ferved to divide the 
•* opinicMis of individuals at home, and to obfcure the great 
** principles of the Revolution in odier countries^ But when 
■' thofe contradifti6ns Ihall be removed, and the Gonftitution 
*' be made conformable to the Declaration of Rights ; wheA 
^ die bagatelles of monarchy, royalty, regency, and her^iditary 
** fucceffion, (hall be exipofed, with all their abfurdities, i nev(r 
" ray of light will be thrown over the world, and thfe,:8iyo- 
^ lution will derive new ftrength by being univerf^l^jr^^er- 
f^ftopd. .; •• 

** The fcene that now opens itfelf to France extends fa^ 
«*' beyond* the boundaries of her own dominions. Every Na- 
" tion is becoming her colleague, and every Court is become 
^ her enemy. It is now the caufe of all nations againft the 
^ caufe of all Courts. The terror tha* defpotifm felt, elan- 
^ deftinely begot a confederation of Defpots ; and their attacfc 
I' upon France was produced by their fears at home. 

** In entering on this great fcene, greater than any nation 
** has yet been called to a6t in, let us fay to the agitated 
^ mind, be calm. Let us puniflv by mftrufting, rather than 
^ by revenge. Let us begin the new sera by a grcatnefe of 
^ fiiendfliip, and hail the approach of union and fiiccefe. 

. ^ Your Fellow Citizen, 

« THOMAS PAINE.'^ 
Thomas 



Thomas Chapman (Swom)^ 

Examined by AIn Garrowm 

^ What are you by bufinefs ? 
J. A bookfellen 

^ Was you acquainted with Mr. Thomas Paine f 
A I was. 

J^. Did you at any time print any book for him ? 
• ^. I did- 
^ What was it ? 
A A work entitled Rights of J^Ian, 
^ Did you print one or two parts of that work ? 
.' jf.' X printed the firft part and part of the feconA 

^ \^as it at the earlier part of the fecond part as you call it| 
pr t|^^dj^ part ? 
^.]j^'b^^arlier part. 
#r;;^^^ii"^did not finifh it ? 
:.^^not. 

J^\S^^\ at thefe two books, and tell me whether you belicv^ 
thdTqito Be copies printed by you ? 
,^^./T printed the firft part entirely. 
^* ^Hbw far did you proceed in printing the fecond part ? 
. . M;.l tftink I printed as Irf as letter K, that is, I finifhed what 
•we ckll tlie letter or fignature of flieet I, which includes the 
'vijiSpi. page J the larger edition, I had the .copy of almoft the 
v^h?oIf oTthe remaining part, and my people had compofed iL 
pr fcf ;t up in the type, but I did not conclude it, 
■ '^/What did you do with that part you did not finiih ? 
^;^ Returned it into thg hands pf JVJr* Paine l^y a fervant of 
pine. 

^ After the book was completed, did you ever converfef 
with Mr. Paine about it ? 

J, I do not think I faw Mr. Paine upon the bufinefs aftec 
iJje work yas quite finiihed. 
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(The fottovaing faffagti were read frtm tTiTfirJi -f^ii 

■ ■';?"■ 

(Page 57, 9vo. and Page 22^ izm?, e£tiins!^-*jr 

" Can then Mr. Burke produce the EiigUfh Conftitittio^? Ifl 
^ he cannot, we may feirly conclude, that though it haj-'becnv ib;^] 
^ much talked about, no fuch thing as a conftitutiori eaufts, or >* 
^ ever did exift, and co^fequently that the j>eoplje haVjS, -j^ *,^4 
^ gonftitution to form,'* v / ^i>X/ - -k^ 

(Page 59, 8^^, /r«i Pfl'^^ 25, limQ.edlthhfC} ^, ii^; 
** A government on the principles on which coirtftftj^^SijInkl 
^' governments arifing out of fociety are eftablifhed^.caajqpt"^ 
** the right of altering itfelf. If it had, it \^\)iild " ' 
** It might m^e itfelf what it pleafed ; ard wherever 
^ is fet up, it Ibews there is ng conftitution. The = 
** the Englifli Parliament empowered itfelf to fit 
^ fhews there is no conftiti|ti(xi in Engl find. It 
•* fame felf-authority, have (at any greater number 
^ for life. The Bill which *e prefent Mr. Pitt b 
^ parUametit ibme years ago^ to refomi parliamenti 
«* £une erroneous principle. The right of reform 
^ nation in its original charadler^ and the coiiilitutl^i^ij^l 
^ thod would be by ^ general convemion elcded fjsuf^^l 
** pofe. There is, moreover, a paradox in the idc^'/iSt^^ 
^ bodies reforming Aemjyves.'* "^^vS^ift^l 

(Pag'e 63, 8t;^. end ^7, t%nw. edithns,) ^''. /j; '; 
^ Much is to be learned from the French coiifBtution, 
«* Cortqucft and tyranny tranfphnted themfelves with Wffliam 
" the Conqueror from Normandy into England, and die coutw' 
^ try is yet disfigured widi tiie marks. May then tht C3^m-i 
^ pie of all France contribute to regenerate the frccdomt^hich 

^ a province of it deftroyed !'* . >;^ _ 

■ - \ -^t ■ 
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(Pag$ l6i, Zvo* andp0ge 74, i%mo. editions.) 
* The twa modes of Government which prevail in die 

* world, ^^yfirfty Goyerriment by election and reprefentation; 

* Steeudlyy Government by hereditary fucceffion. The former 
^ IS generally known by the name of republic ; die latter by 
^ that of monarchy and^ari^ocracyt 

^ Tho^ two diftind and oppofite forms, ere£l Aemfelvef 
^ on the two diftind and oj^fite bafes of Heafon and Igno^ 
^ ranee*— ^As the e3(erctfe of Goveniment requires t^ents ancj' 

* abilities, aad as talents and abilities cannot haye hereditary 

* defcent, it is evident that hereditary fuccemoqr requires a belief 
H finm mani to w^h his reafon cannot: fubfcribe, and which 
^ cm only be eftablidied upon his ignorance ; and the more 
^ ^norant any country is^ die better it is fitted for this fpecic^ 

* rtf Govetnmcnt," 

(P^^ t65» 8riw, and Page 76, l%md. editions.) 

* Fran tite Revolutions of America and France, and the 
^ iymptoms Aat have appeared in other countries, it is evident 

* that (he-opinidnt of the W«rid is changed with reipeft to fyftems 

* of Government, and diat revolutions are not widiin the compais 
^ df polided' eakubtions. The progrefe of time and circum- 
^ftancesi which- men affign to the accompWhrnent of great 
"• dumiges, is- too mechanica! to meafiire the force of the mind, 
^nd dhe rapidity of refle£Kon, by which revolutions are 

* general^-; All the old governments have received a fliock 
** from d»ft that already appear, and which were once more im- 
" probable, and are a greater fubjeft of wonder, than a general' 
^ rew)lud(Ri in Europe would be now. 

* When- we Airvey the wretched condition of man under the 
^ toonarcfaical and hereditary fyftems of government, dragged from 

* his home by one power, or driven by another, and impoveriflbed 
^ by taxes more than by enemies, it becomes evident diat thofe 
^ fyftems arc bad, and that a general revolution in the principle 
^ ?UKt CQQflrudipn qf Governments is ncceflary, 

«' ^V^^at 
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^ What js government more than the management of tliQ 
^ affairs of a JJation ? It is not, and from its nature cannot be, 
¥ 'the property of any particular man or family, but of the whde 
^ o^nmunity, at whofe expence it is fupportedj and though by' 
^ force or contrivance it has been ufurped into an inheritance^' 
^ the usurpation cannot alter die right of things. Sovereignty, 
" as a matter of right, appertains to the Nation only, and not tq- 
^ any individual ; and a Nation has at all times an inherent in* 
*^ defeafible right to abdifh any form of Government it finds in- 
^ convenient, and eftablifli fudi as accords with its intereft, 
^ difpofition, and happinefs. The romantic and barbarous 
^ diftin(5Hon of men into Kings and fubje£b, though it may fuit 
" the condition of courtiers, cannot that of citizens ; and is ex- 
^ ploded by the principle upon vvhich Governments are now 
*f foupded. Every citizen is a member of the fovereignty, and, 
^^ as fuch, can acknowledge no perfonal fubje<^ion) and hi$ 
♦' obedience can be only to the laws, 

*' Whfen nieri think of what Government is, they muft necef— 
^} farily fuppofe it to poflefs a knowledge of all the obje6t$ and 
^ matters upon which its authority is to be exercjfed, In thi* 
« view of Goverxuncnt, the republican fyftem, as eftablifhed b)r 
** America and France, qperates to embrace the whole of 2t 
*' Nation; and the knowledge neceffary to the intereft of all the^ 
^ parts, is to be found in the centre, wl^ich the parts by repre— 
« fentation form: But the old Goveriunent$ ^re on a con— 
«' ftru£tion that excludes knowledge as well as happinefs ; Gp^ 
** vernment by Monks, who know nothing of the world beyond 
** the ivalls of a Convent, is as confiftent as government by 
« Kings, 

*' What were formerly called Revolutions, were littleJ more 
^ than a change qf perfons, or an alteration of local circumilances. 
*' They rofe and fell like things of courfe, and had nothing in 
" their exiftence or jheir: fate that could influence beyond the 
*^ fpot that produced them. But what we now fee in the world, 
V from the Revolutions of America and France, is a renovation 
Jf of the natural order of things, a fyftem of principles as.uniyerfal 

♦'as 
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^ AS irudi and the exiftence of man, and combining moral with 
^ political happinefs and nationad profperity. 

** I. Men are horn and always continue ftee^ and equal in 
** refpeSf of their rights. Gvil dijiinSlions^ therefore^ can be 

* founded only on public utility. 

^ IL The end of all political ajfociations is the prefcrvation of 

* the natural and impfefcriptible rights of man ; and thefe rights 

* are liberty^ property^ fecurity^ and refftance of opprejfwn. 

^ 111. The Nation is ejfentially the four ce of all Sovereignty y 
^ nor can any individual, or any body of men, be entitled 
^ to any authority which is not exprefsly derived from it.** 

(Page 171, ivo. and Page 78, Umo, editions.) 
^ As it is not difficult to perceive, from the enlightened ftate 
^ of mankind, that hereditary Governments are verging to their 
^ decline, and that Revolutions on the broad bafis of national^ 
" fovereignty, and Government by reprefentation, are making 
^ their way in Europe, it would be an zSt of wifdoin to anti- 
** cipate their approach, and produce Revolutions by reafon and 
^ accommodation, rather than commit them to the iflue of con* 

* vulfions. 

^ From what we now fee, nothing of reform in the political 
^ world ought to be held improbable. It is an age of Revo- 

* ludons, in which every thing may be looked tor. The intrigue 

* of Courts, by which the fyftem of war is kept up, may provoke 
^ a confederation of Nations to aboliih it : and an European 
^ Congrefs, to patronize the progrefs of free Government, and 
^ promote the civilization of Nations with each other, is an 
** event nearer in probability, than once were the revolutions and 
^ alliance of France and America.'* 

(The following Paffages were read from the Second Parts of the 
*< Rights ofManr) 

{Page 21, %v^* edition.) 
^ All hereditary government is, in Its nature, tyranny. — An 

* heritable crowii, or an heritable throne, or by what other 
" fanciful name fuch things may be call;:d, have no other figni- 

VoL. U. C « iicant 



<* ficant >;xplanadon dian that mankind are heritable property. 
^ To inherit a government i^ to ii^rit die pec^le, as if the^ 
«* were flocks and herds." 

(Page 27, Svo* edition.) 

" How irrational then is the hereditary fyftem, which eftablifhe^ 
" channels of power, in company with which wifdom reflifes to 
<* flow. — By continuing this abfurdity, man is perpetually inr 
" contradiction with himfelf ; he accepts, for a King^ or a Chief 
** Magiftrate, or a Legiflator, a perfon whom he would not elefl; 
^« for a Conftable." 

(Pc^f 47i S'^o, editi9n.) 

** This Ccffivention met at PhUadelphia, in May, 1787, of 
«* which Generd Wafhington was eleded Prefidenl. He was 
^ not, at that time, conne<fted with any <rf die State Govern- 
•* ments, or with Congrefs. He delivered up his comsniflion 
^ when the war ended, and fmce dien had tinned a pritatflf 
** Citiaen* 

*' The Convention went deeply into afi die fiibjeftsj mkI 
** having, after a variety of debate and inveftigationy agreed 

* among themfelves upon the fcveral parts of a Federal Cdh-« 
•* ftttntion, the next queftion was, the i»anner of giving it aip- 
^ tborky and pradice^ 

^ For diis purpofe they did not, bke a calkit of Courtiersy fend 

* for a Dolcb StadthoMer, er a German Efeiftoar ; but dley' 
^ referred the wh^ matter ti> the Ibnfe and intereft of chef 

* country. 

" They firft direfted, diat the propofed Conflkution (hoHld be 
*' publiflied* Secoiidly, that each ftate flnrntd efeft a CcMwcntion, 
^^ expreisly for the purpofe of taking it into confideration, and 
" of ratifying or rejefting it > and that as foon as the approbation 
•* and ratification of any nine ftates {hould be given, that thofe 
** ftates fhould proceed to the ele£lion of their proportion of 
^ Members ta the New Federal Govemmenty and that the 
«* operation of it (hould then begin, and the former Federal 
^ Government ceafe/* 

(Page 
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(Page 52, ivo. edition.) 

^ The Iiiftory of the Edwards and the Henrrfes, aiiA Gp to the 
^ commencement of the Stuarts, tjdiibits as many inftances of 
*' tyranny as could be adted within the limits to which the nation 
•^ had reftrided it. The Stuarts endeaVotired to pafs thofe 
*' limits, and their fate is well known. In all thofe inftances, 
" we fee nothing of a Conftitution, but only of reftriftlons, or 
** aflumed power, 

" After this another William, defcended from the fame ftock, 
^ and claiming from the fame origin, gained pofleffion^ and, of 
** the two evHs, James and William, the nation preferred what 
^ it thought th6 leaft \ fince, from circumftances, it muft take 
** one. The aft, called the Bill of Rights, comes here into 
^ view. What is it but a bargain, which the parts of the 
^ Government made with each other, to divide powers, profits, 
^ and privileges : you ftiall have fo much, and I will have the 
*' reft ; and, with refpefi to the nation, it faid, for your Jhare^ 
** TOUJhall have the right of petitioning. This being the cafe, 
" the Bill of Rights is, more properly, a bill of wrongs, and of 
^ mliilt. As to what is called the Convention Parliament, it 
^ was a thing that made itfelf, and then made the authority by 
^ which it afted. A few perfons got together, and called them- 
^ (elves by that name. Several of them had never be^n elefted, 
** and none of them for the purpofe. 

*< From the time of Williahi a fpecies of Government arofe, 
«* iffuing out of dtis Coalition Bill of Rights; and more fo, 
** fince the corruption introduced at the Hanover Succeffion, 
** by die agency of Walpole ; that can be defcribed by no other 
^ name than a Dcfpotic Legiflation. Though the parts may 
^ embarrafs each other, tlie whole has no bounds ; and the only 
^ right it acknowledges, out of itfelf, is the right of petitioning. 
^ Where then is the Conftitution, either that gives, or that re- 
« ftrains power ? 

«* It is riot becaufe a part of the Government is elcftive, that 
« makes it lefs a defpotifm, if the perfons fo elefted pofTefs afier- 
** ward:-, as a Parliament, unliririited powers. Eleftion, in this' 
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*^ cafe, becomes feparated from reprefentation, and the candidates 
" are candidates fof defpotifm. 

** I cannot believe that any nation, reafoning on its own 
" rights, would have thought of calling thofe things a Cori" 
" Jfitution^ if the cry of Conftitution had not been fet up by 
*' the Government/' 

(Page 63, ii}o. ediiion — d Mote.) 
^ ♦ With refpe<a to ^he Two Houfes of which the Englifh 
*• Parliament is compofed, they appear to be effectually in- 
** fluenced into orie ; and, as a Legiflature, to have no temper 
*^ of its owni The Minifter, whoever he at any timci may be^ 
" touches it as "s^ith ah opium wand, and it fleeps obedience. 

" But if we look at the diftinft abilities of the Two Houfes, 
*' the difference will appear fo great, as to fhelw the inconfiftency 
" of placing jpower where there can be no certainty of the judg- 
** ment to ufe it. Wretched as the ftate of reJ>refentation is in 
*^ England, it is manhood compared with what is called the 
*^ Houfe of Lords; and fo little is this nick-natned tloufe 
** regarded, that the people fcarcely inquire, at any time, what it 
*^ is doing. It appears alfo to be moft under influence, and 
** the furtheft removed from the general infereft of the nation. 
•* In the debate oh engaging in the Ruffian and Turkifh war, 
" the majority in the Houfe of Peers, in favour of it, was up- 
" wards of ninety; when in the other Houfe, which is more 
^ than double its numbers, the majority was fixty-three/' 

(Page 65, Svo. ediiion.) 
" But in whatever manrier the feparate parts of a Conftitutioil 
^ may be arranged, there is ohe general principle that diftinguifhe^ 
*' Freedom from Slavery, which is, that all hereditary Govern^ 
^ ment over a people is to them a fpeciet of Slavery^ and reprefen-- 
" ta^ve Government is Freedom,'* 



(Page 107, Svo. edition.) 
« Having thus glanced at fome of the defefts of the Two 
*' Houfes of Parliament, I proceed to what is called the Crown, 
^ upon which I Ihall be very concife. 

** It 
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" It fignifies a nominal office of a million fterling a year, 
** the bufinefs of which confifts in receiving the money.— 
** Whether the perfon be wife or foolifh, fane or infane, a native 
" or a foreigner, matters not. Every Miniftry a<Ss upon the 
^ fajjiQ idea that Mr. Burke writes; namely, that the people 
*' muft be hopd-winked, and held in fuperftitious ignorance by 
" fome bugbear or other ; and what is called the Crown anfwers 
" Xhis purpofe, and therefore it anfwers all the purpofes to be 
** expedled from it. This is more th^n can be laid of the other 
** two branches." 

Mr. Erjkine. J dcfire the preface to be read. 

Mr. Attgrney^Qenerai Read the dedication firft, and then 
(be preface, 

jffr. Erjkjnif You may rea^ the whole book, if you pleafe, 

The Dedication and freffice readf 
« To M. De La Fayette. 

** After an acquaintance of nearly fifteen years, in difficult 
^ lituations in America, and various confultations in Europe, I 
^ fee} a pleafure in prefenting to you this fmall treatife, in grati- 
" tude for your fervices to my beloved America, ^nd as a tefti- 
^ mony of my efteem for the; virtueis, public and private, which 
^ I know you to poiTefs. 

^ The only point upon which I could ever difcover that we 
^ differed, was not as to principles qf ggvernment, tiut 2^s td 
" time. For my own part, I think it equally as injurious to 
" good principles to permit them to linger, as to pufli them on 
^ too feft. That which you fuppofe accomplifliable in fourteen 
** or fifteen years, I may believe prafticable in a much fhorter 
^ period. Mankind, as it appears tQ me, are alwajrs ripe enough 
" to underftand their true intereft, provided it be prefented clearly 
^ to their underftanding, and that in a manner not to create fufpi- 
^ don by any thing like felf-defign, nqr offend by affuming too 
" much. Where we would wifl| tp reform we. muft not re-* 
^ proach. 

^ When the American revolution was cftabliflied, I felt a dif- 
f* pofition to fit fcren^ly do^n and enjoy tbe calm. It did not 
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**- appear to me that any obje£l could afterwards arife great 
*^ enough to make me quit tranquillity, and feel as I had felt be- 
** fore. But when principle, and not place, is rfie energetic caufe 
'* of action, a nian, I find, is everywhere the fame. 

*' I am now once more in the public world ; and as I have not 
** a right to contemplate on fo many years of remaining life as 
^^ you have, I am refblved to labour as faft as I can 9 and as I am 
" anxious for your aid and your company, I wifh you to haften 
^ your principles and overtake me, 

** If you make a campaign the enfuing fpring, which it is moffi 
" probable there will be no occafion for, I will come and join 
*V you. Should the campaign commence, I hope it will termi- 
*^ nate in the extin6bion of German defpotifm, and in eftablifli- 
^ ing the freedom of all Germany. When France fl\all be fur- 
" rounded with revolutions, fhe will be in peace and fafety, and 
" her taxes, as well as thofe of Germany, will confequently be- 
^* come lefs. 

" Your fniccre, 

♦* AfFeftionate Friend, 

*v THOMAS PAINE.'*. 
*^ London^ Feh. 9, 1792." 



"PREFACE. 

^* Whei^ I began the chapter entitled the *^ ConclufiorC^ in the 
« former part of 'the ig^IGHTS of MAN,, pubUfbed laft yev, 
<^ it was my intention to ha,ve extended It to a greater length *y 
*^ but in c^ing die whole matter in my mind which I wi^ed to- 
^ ad/d) I found that I muft either ^ake the work too bulky, or 
^, contract my plan too much. I therefore brought it tp aclde 
^\ as fixtti as the fubje^ would admit, and referved wbat I bad 
^y furdier to iky to another c^portunity, 

*S Several other reafons contributed to produce this determi- 
**. nation. I wiflied to know the manner in which a work, vjn-it- 
** ten in a ftyle of thinking and expreffion different to yf^dSt had 
" been Cuftoiioary in England, would be received before I ven- 
f* tuxcd farther, A great field was caning to the yi«w of man- 
: ■ "' * • ^' " kind 
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^ kind by meaois of the Fren/Ch Revolution. Mr. Burke'» 
^ outrageous oppoflticm thereto brought the controvcrfy into 
^ England. He attacked priiKiples which he knew (from infor-* 
" mation) I would conteft with him, becaufe they are principle* 
^ I believe to be good, and which I have contributed to eftablifb, 
^ and conceive myfelf bound to defend. Hs^d he not urged the 
" controverfy, I had moft probably been a filent man. 

** Another reafort for deferring the remainder of the work 
** was, that Mr. Burke promifed in his firft publication to renew 
^ the fubjed at another opportunity^ and to make a comparifon 
^ of what he calle(J the EngUfh and French conftitutions, I 
^ therefore held myfelf in referve for hinj. He has publifhei 
^ tW9 works fince, without doing this; which he certainly 
^ would not have omitted, had the comparifon been in his £u 
5^ vour. 

" In his laft work, f* ffis fippeifl from the new to the old 
^ WhigSj* he has quoted about ten pages from the Rights tf 
^ Manj and having given himfelf the trouble of doing this, fays, 
^ he fliall not ;^empt in the fn^alieft degree to refute them,'* 
^ meaning the principles therein cofitained. I am enough ac- 
f < quainted with Mr. Burke to know, tha^ he would if he could. 
^ But inftead of contefting them, he immediately after confoles 
** himfelf widi laying, that " he has dpne his part."— rHe ha& 
•^< not done his part. He has not performe4 his promife of a 
** comparifon of conftitutions. He ftarted the controverfy, he 
^ gave the challenge, and has fled from it ; and he is now a cafe 
^ in poinf with his own opinion, tbat^ ** tite agf of chivalry is 
^ goner' 

^ The title, as well as the fubftance qf his laft lyork, his 
^ Appeal^^ is his ccMadenuiationt Principles muft ftand on tbeic 
^ own merits, ai^ if they are good they certainly will. Ta 
. ^ put them un4er the ihelter of other mens' authority, as 
^ Mr. Burke has done^^ ferves to brjng them into fufpicion* 
f^ Mr. Burke is not yery fond of dividing his honours, but 
^ in diis cafe he is artfully dividing the difgrace. But who are 
f^ thde to whom Mr. Burke has made his s^peal ? A fet of 
^ childiih thinkers and half-way politicians, born in the laft 
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« century ; men who went no farther with any principle than as* 
** it fuited their purpofe as a party ; the nation was always left" 

* out of die queftion j and this has been die charafter of every 
•* party frotn that day to this. The nation fees nothing in fuch 
^ works, or fuch politics worthy its attention, A little matter 
** will move a party, but it muft be fomething great that moves 
•* a nation. 

" Though I fee nothing in Mr. Burke's Appeal worth taking 
•* much notice of, there is, however, one expreflion upon which 
^ I fhall offer a few remarks. — After quoting largely from the 
" Rights of Marty and declining to conteft the principles con- 
« tained in that work, he fays, « This will moft probably be 
^ done (if fuch writings Jhall he thought to deferve any. other re^ 
*^ futation than that of criminal juJUce) by others, who may 
*^ think with Mr, Burke and with the fame zeal." 
' " In the firft place, it has not yet been done by any body, 
<* Not lefs, I believe, than eight or ten psynphlets intended as 
<« anfwers to the former part of the " Rights of Man'' have been * 
*' publiflied by different perfons, and not one of them, to my 
** knovtrledge, has extended to a fecond edition, nor are even the 
•* titles of them fo much as generally remembered. As I an^ 
** averfe to unneceffarily multiplying publications, I have an- 
•* fwered none of them. And as I believe that a man may 
♦* write himfelf out of reputation when no body eife can do 
•< it, I am easeful to avoid that rock, 

*< But as I would decline unneceflary pi^blications on the 

* one hand, fo would I avoid every thing that might appear 
** like fullen pride on the other. If Mr. Burke, or any perion 
•* on his fide the queftion, will produce an anfwer to die 
^ Rights of Man," ' diat fliall extend to an half, or even to 
** a fourA part of the number of cc^ies to whi^h the Rights 
•* of Man extended, I will reply to his work, - But until this 
^ be done, I Ihall iTo fer take the fcnfe of the public for my 
** guide (and the world knows I am not a flatterer) that 
** what they do not think wprth while to read, is not worth 
•* mine to anfwer. I fuppofe the number of- copies to which 
H the iirft part of the lights of Atan extende4y ^ing £ng- 



C 35 ) . 

•" land, Scodand, and Ireland, is not lefs than between forty 
^ and fifty thfiuiand. 

** I now come to remark on the remaining part of thm 
^ quotation I have made from Mr, Burke. 

** If," fays he, " fuch writings fhall be thought to deferve 
¥ any other refutation than that of criminal juiticc,*' 

" Pardoning the pun, it muft be criminal juftice indeed 
^ that ihpuld condemn a work as a fubftitute for not beings 
^ aWe to refutQ it. The greateft cpndemnatbn that could be 
^ pafied upon it wQuld be a refutation. But in proceeding* 
** by thp method Mr^ Burke alludes to, the condemnation 
** would, in the final eyent, pafs upon the crin^inality of the 
V procefs and not upo^ the work, and in t^i^ cafe, I bad 
^ rather be the author, than be either the judge, qr the jury, 
^ that Ihould condemn it 

" But to come at once to the point. I have differed fron^ 
•' fome profeffional gentlemen on the; fubje<Si of profecutions, 
•5 and I fince find they are falling into my opinion, which i 
^ will here ftate as fully, but as concifely as I can. 

*' I will firft put a cafe with refpe£t to any law, and then 
H compare it with a government, pr with what in England Is, 
** or has been, called a conftit^tion. 

^ It would be an ^& of defpotifm, or wbat in England is 
^ called arbitr4ry power^ to make a law tq prohibit invefti- 
*' gating the principles, good pr bad, pn whi(;h fuch a law^ 
^ or any other is founded, 

^^ If a )aw be bad, it is pne thing to oppofe the pra^cQ 
*? of it^ but it is quite a difFer<;nt thing to expofe its errors, 
^ (o re^fpjn on its defers, and tp {hew caufe why it fhouU 
^ be repealed, qr why ai^o^her o^ght tq be fubftituted in ita 
*f place* I have always held i( an opinion (making it alia 
^ my pirad^ic^) that it is better to pbey a had law, making 
*5 ufe at the fame time of eycry argi^ment to fliev/ its errors 
<f and propure its repeal, than forcibly tq violate it^\ becaufd 
*f the precedent of breaking a bad law might weaken thet 
« force, and le^4 tQ 4 dilcr^tionary violation^ of tl\ofe which 
^ 4re ggo4, 
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* ^ The cafe is the feme with refpe<5l to principles and formr 
^ of government, or to what are called conftitutions and ihi 

* parts of which they are compofed. 

" It is for the good of nations, and not for the emcJument 
^ or aggrandizement of particular individuals, that government 
^ ought to be eftabliQicd, and that mankind are at the expence 
^ of fupporting it. The defeats of every government and 
^ conftitution, both as to principle and form muft, on a parity 
¥ of reafoaing, be as open to difcuffion as the defedls of a 
** law, and it is a duty which every man owes to Ibciety to 
^ point them out. When thok defe£ls, and the means of 

* remedying them are generally feen by a nation, that nation 

* will reform its government or its conftitution in the <yie 
ff cafe, as the government repealed or reformed the law in ihc 
** other. The operation of government is reftrii^ed to the 
^ making and the adminiftering of laws ) but it is to a nadon 
H Aat the right of forming or reforming, generating or rege- 
•* nerating conftitutions and governments belong; and conie- 
•* quently thofe (ubjefts, as fubjc£ts of inveftigation, are always 
*• before a country as a matter of rightj and cannot, without 
^ invading the general rights of that country, be made fubjeds 
•* for profecution. On this ground I will -meet Mr. Biirke 
H whenever he pleafe. It is better that the wh(de argument 
** fhovid come out, than to feek to ftifle it. It was himfelf 
•f that opened the ccmtroverfy, and he ought not to defert it. 

^ I do not believe that monarchy and ariftocracy will con-: 
f< tinue feven years longer in any of the enlightened countries 
H in Europe. If better reafons can be fhewn for them than 
H againft them, they will ftand j if the contrary, they will not, 
•• Mankind are not now to be told they ihall not thii&, or 
^ they (hall not read ; and publications that go no farther than 
^ to tnveftigate principles of government, to invite men to 
f* reafon and to refled, and to fliew the errors and excellen- 
f* cies of different fyftems, have a right to appear. If they 
f* do not excite attention, they are not worth the trouble of 
*• a profecution; and if Aey do^ the profecution will amount 
f to nothing, fu>ce it cannot amount to a prohibition of read- 
■ • • « ing, 



( 27 ) 
<f ing. This would be a fentencc on the public, inftead oP 
K die author, and would alfo be the moft efFe£hiai mode of 
** making or haftening revolutions, 

** On all cafes that apply uniyerfally to a nation, with rc- 
^ fpe6t to fyitetns of government, a jury of twelve men is not' 
^ conapetent to decide. Where there arc no witneffcs to be 
" examined, no fa<fts tp be proved, and where the whole 
^ matter is before the whole public, and the merits or deme-' 
** rits of it refting on their opinion ; and where there is no-»' 
" d)ing to be known in a court, but what every body knows* 
" out of it, every twelve men is equally as good a jury as* 
" the other, and would moft probably reverfe eadi other's 
^ verdict; or from the variety of their opinions, not bs able 
^ to form one. It is one cafe, whether a nation approve a' 
^^ work, or a plan; but is quite another cafe, whether it will 
^ commit to any fuch jury the power of determining whether 
^ that nation have ^ right to, or fhall reform its government,' 
^ or not, I mention thofe cafes, that Mr. Burke may fee r 
^ have not wi^itten on Government without refle£king on what 
" is Law, as weU as on what are Rights. — ^The only efle&ua| 
*' jury in fuchx:afe^ would be,, a convention of the whc^. nation 
^ fairly defied ; for in all fuch cafes the whole nation is the 
** vicinage. If Mr. Burke will propofe fuch a jury, I will 
^ wave ail privileges of being the citizen of another country, 
** and, defending its principles, abide the iflue, provided he will 
^ do tfae £ime ; for my opinion is, that his work and his prin* 
^ ciples would be condemned inftead of mine. 

^ As to the prejudices which men have from education and 
" habit, in fevour of any particular form or fyftem of govern- 
^ ment, thofe prejudices have yet to ftand the teft of reafon 
** and rcfleftion. In feft, fuch prejudices are nothing. Na 
** man is prejudiced in favour of a thing, knowing it to be 
" wrong. He is attached to it on the belief of its being right ; 
** and when he fees it is not fo, the prejudice will be gone. We 
** have bat a defedlive idea of what prejudice is. It m^t be 
^ fittd, that until men think for themfelves the whoie is preju- 
f dice^ aiod mto^inion\ % tfaic only i» opinion -wbich is the!. 
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^ refult of reafoaand reflexion. I offer this remark, that Mr, 
• Burke may not confide too much in what has been the cuf* 
•' tomary prejudices of the country. 

.•* I do not believe that the people of England have ever been 
'i' fairly and candidly dealt by. They have been impofed upon 
** by parties, and by men afluming the charafter of leaders. 
•^ It is time that the nation fhould rife above thofe trifles. It 
^ is time to diiinifs that inattention which has fo long been 
^ die encouraging caufe of ftretching taxation to excefs. It 
^ is time to 4ifmifs all thofe fongs and toafts which are cal- 
^ culated to enflave, and operate to fuiFocate refleftion. On 
^ ail fuch iiibje£b men have but to think, and they will nei- 
** ther a(9b wrong nor be mifled. To fay that any people ar^ 
^ not fit for freedom, is to make poverty their choice, and to 
•* iay they had rather be loaded with taxes than not. If fuch 
^ a cafe could be proved, it would equally prove, that diofe 
M who govern are not fit to govern them, for they are a part 
^ of the fame national mafs. 

^ But admitting governments to be changed all over Europe ; 
** it certainly may be done without convulfion or revenge. It is 
*f not worth making changes or revolutions, unlefs it be for 
•♦ fome great national benefit j and when this fliall appear to a 
** nation, the danger will be, as in America and France, to 
•* thofe who oppofe; and with this reflefUon I clofe my 
^ Preface, 

w THOMAS PAINE. 
W J^ondoHy Feb. g, 1792/* 



Mr. Garrow. I had difmiffed this book, but the reading erf" the 
(rc&ce has reminded me of fome paifages I hafl overlooked. 

The following faffages were read. 
{Page 161, ivo. editioji.) 
•* The fraud hypocrify, and impofition of governments are 
^ now beginning to be too well underftood to promife them any 
^ long career^ The farce of monan^iy ^d ariftocracy, in all 

^ countries 
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** countries is following that of chivalry, and Mr* Burke is dreffr 
^ ing for the funeral. Let it then pafs quietly to the tomb of all 
^ other follies and the mourners be comforted, 

" The time is not very diftant when England will laugh at 
** itfelf for fending to Holland, Hanover, Zell, or Brunfwick 
** for men, at the expence of a million a year, who underftood 
*' neither her laws^ her language, nor her intereft, and whofe 
** capacities would fcarcely have fitted diem for the office of a 
" pariih conftable. If government could be trufted to fuch 
^ hands, it muft be fome eafy and fimple thing indeed, and ma-> 
^ terials fit for all the purpofes may be found in every town and 
** village in England." 

{Page 1 6 1, Svo4 edition,) 

^ Within the fpace of a few years we have feen two Revolu^ 
•* tions, thofe of America and France. In the former, the con- 
•* teft wa3 long, and the conflift fevere ; in the latter, the nation 
** aded with fuch a confolidated impulfe, that having no foreign 
** enemy to contend with, the revolution was complete in power 
^ the moment it appeared. From both thofe inftaiKes it is evi- 
^ dent, that the grcateft forces that can be brought into the field 
^ of revolutions, are reafon and common intereft. Where diefc 
•* can have the opportunity of afting, oppofition dies with fear, 
** or crumbles away by conviction. It is a great ftanding which 
** they have now univerfally obtained 5 and we may hereafter hope 
*' to fee revohitions, or changes in governments, produced with 
•* the fame quiet operation by which any meafure, determinable 
" by reafon and difcuflion, is accomplifhed. 

*' When a nation changes its opinion and habits of thinking, 
^ it is no longer to be governed as before ; but it would not 
" only be wrong, but bad policy, tf) attempt by force what 
*^ ought to be accomplifhed by reafon. Rebellion confifts in 
*' forcibly oppofing the general will of a nation whether by a 
** party or by a government. There ought, therefore, to be in 
« every nation a method of occafionally afcertaining the ftate of 
" public opinion with refpeft to government. On this point 
" the old govepiment of France was fupcrior to the prefent go- 

*' vernircat 
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^ vemment of Ehgknd, becaufe, on extraordinary occafidn^, 

^ recourfe could be had to what was then called the States-Ge- 

*' neral. But in England there are no fuch occafional bodies ; 

** and as to thofe who are now called Reprefentatives, a great 

** part of them are mere machines of the court, placemen, and 

^ dependants," 

{Pt7£€ 170, 8vo, editUn"^^ note.) 

« I know it is the opinion of many of the moft enlightened 

* diara£ters in France, (there always will be thofe who fee fer- 
** ther into events than others) not only among die general mafe 
^ of citissens, but of itiany of the principal members of the fof- 
•* mer National Afiembly, that the monarcfhical plan will not con- 
*' tinue many years in that country. They have found out, that 
** as wifdom cannot be made hereditary, p6^er ought not ; and 
5' that, for a man to merit a million fterling a year frohi a na- 
" tion, he ought to have a mind capable of comprehending from 
** an atom to a univerfe ; which, if he had, he would be abov6 
^ receiving the pay. But they wilhed not to appear to lead the 
" nation fafter than its own reafon and intereft dicSated. In all 
" the converfations where I have been prefent upon this fubjeftj 

* die idea always was, that when fuch a time, from the genbral 
^ opinion of the nation, fhall arrive, that the honourable and 
" liberal method would be, to make a handfome prefent, in fed 
** limple, to the perfon whoever he maybe, that fhall then be irt 
^ the monarchical office, and for him to retire to the enjoyment of 
^ private life, polTeffing his (hare of general rights and privi*- 
*f leges, and to be no more accountable to the public for his time 
" and his conduft than any other citizen." 

Mr. Garrow. I fhall now return to the proceedings of the 
Conftitutional Society, read an entry at a Meeting of the 5th of 
Oftober, 1792. ° 

It was read. 

** At a meeting of die fociety held at the Crown and Anchor- 
« Tavern, Strand, on Friday, Odober 5, 1792. 

« Mr. J. F. TufHn, in die chair. 
« Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Sturch, Dr. Maxwell, 
* Mr. Bonny, Mr, Jdm Martin, Mr, Symonds, Mr. Joyce, 
3 ** Mr. 



' ^ 3t r 

•« Mfi CfiatfieW, Mr. Walford, Mr. Balnianno, Mr. Walfh 
« Dr. Edwards, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. J. Williams, Mr- 
« H^rdy, Mr. Sinclair. 

** Ordered, That the letter from the London Correfponding 
^ Society, entered on the minutes of the laft Meeting, together 
** with the refolution of the fociety thereon, be publifhed in the 
^ newfpapers. 

^ Read the following letter from Mr. Joel Barlow, to thct 
" Society for Conftitutional Information, London : 

•* Gentlemen, 
^ I have juft publiflied a fmall Treatife,, in a letter to the 
** National Convention of France, on the defers of the Conftt-, 

* tutionof ij^ij and the extent of the amendments which ought 

* to be applied. As the true principles of Governrtient are the 

• feme in all countries, being founded on the lights of Man^ 

• which are univerfal and imprefcriptible, I conceive the fubjed: 
^ of this Trcatife cannot be foreign to the great obje<9: of your 
^ aflbciatidn, of which you have done me the fevour to make 
*^ iiie an honorary member ; I, therefore, prefent a copy of it to 
^ you, wkb tks fione confideraje dial I have done to the National 
^.Coirrentioii, a confidence arifingfrom a full convidion tliat 
^< die work is founded in troth and reafonv aldiough thefe prin- 
** ppks ieem not ib immediately reducible to practice in the 
^ government of this country as in that of France, jet their 
^ examination can nevfsr be unfeafoaable. 

" A great Revolution in the managemem of the affairs oi 
" nations, is, doubdefs, foon to be expedled through all Eu- 
^ rc^e; and, in die progrefi of mankind towards this attain* 
** ment, it is gready to be delired that the convidions to be 
^ acquired from raticJnal difcuflion, fliould precede and preclude 
" thofe which muft refult from phyfical exertion. 

" Such is certainly the ardent wifh of your -friend and adopted 
^ brother. 

(Sighed) " Joel Barlow." 

^ London J Osioher A^^ lyga*" 

«' Refulved, 
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^ Refolved, That die faid letter be taken into confideradoA 
*^ at the next Meeting." 

Mr. Garrow. We will read the thanks^ voted to Mr, Barlow 
for this letter at the nejtt meeting of the ibciety, which was on 
the i2thof Oftoben 

The entry read. 

' ^ At a meeting of the Society held at the Crown and Ahchof 
^ Tavern, Strand, Friday 12th, OSober, 1792, 

" PRESENT 

«« Mr. Bufh in the Chair, 

^ Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mr. Bonney, Mr. W. Sharpe, Mr. Sy-^ 
" monds, Mr. J. Martin, Mr. Moore, Mr. Merry, Mr* 
<* Williams, Mr. Sturch, Mr. Banks, Mr. Holcroft, Mr* 
« G. Williams, Mr. Bailey, Mr. Tuffin, Mr. Satchell> 
^ Mr. Watts, Mr. Rutt, Mr. Hull, Mr. Joyce, Mr. Little- 
** John, Mr. Balmanno, Mr. Afpinal, Mr. Hardy, Mr. 
" Walford, Mr. Richter, Dr. Maxwell, Mr. M. Pearfon. 

*' Read Mr^ Joel Barlow's letter to the National Convention 
" of France, on the defefts in the Conftitution of 1791, and 
^ the extent of the amendments which ought to be applied. 

^ Refolved, That Mr^ Sturch be requefted to draw up an 
*' anfwer to the letter of Mr. Barlow read at the laft meeting, 
" expreffing how much pride this Society feel at having elefted^ 
*• him an honorary member. 

Mr. Jofeph Johnfon. Examined by Mr. Garrow. 

^ I believe you are a bookfellcr in St. Paul's Church Yard i 
A. I am. 

^ And a publifher ? 
' A, I am. 
^. Be fo good as look at that pamphlet which you have in 
; your hand, and tell me whether that is of your publifhing ? 
A. I really camiot anfwer that queffiou. 
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^ Do you know the perfon who appears to Be Ae auAofi 
Jod Barlow ? 

^. Yes, I do. 

^ It appears to be publlfhed fcy you, does it not?- 

jf. It does, I publiflied fuch a pamphlet. 

^. I am not afkmg you at prefent whether thefe fheets of 
paper came out of your ft op, have the goodnefs to attend to Ae 
queftion, you know Mr. Barlow ypu fay ? 

^, Yes, I do. 

^. Did you publlft for him at any time a work with the 
titleof that pamphlet? ' • 

J. I did. 

^ Had you conununicatibn With him upon tKe fubje£t pf 
flial publication ? 

jf. I had. 

^ Did you from him receive the manufcript i 

J. I think I did. 

^ Have you any doubt of it ? 

jf. Whether he gave it to me or the' printer I arfi not lure;" 

^ Who paid you for it ? 

jf. The fale paid for it;. 

^ Be fo good as look at it, and tell me whether you hav0 
apy doubt that it yr^s publifted by you for Joel Barlow ? 

jf. I cannot recoHeft fhe contents of pamphlets I publish; 

J^. I fuppofe not, you publilh a good many ? 

jf. I believe it to be that 

^ Have you any doubt about it ? 

A I cannot fay I have any doubt about it» 

^. You publift a great many books, and you do not alwayd 
recoUecSl the contents — did it happen to you to publift the Rights 
of Man? 

jf. No. 

^ Did yoitfell any ? 

-//.Yes. :* 

^ How many copies — ^I don't afk you to within a thouiandi 
but about how many do you think you fold i 

Vot. II. ' Q /-I 
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Ai I cannot tell. 
' ^. Did you fell many or few \ 

A. I cannot tell what you mean by many. 

J^. 'Did you fell fome dozens ? 

A. Certainly I did — when that pamphlet was publiflied it waS 
-ilippofed not to be a libel, afterwards it was proved to be one* 
I beg to alk the court whether I ani obliged to anfwer tha^t 
queftion ? 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. It will not expofe you to any hazard 
to (ay whether you happen to know how many copies were pub- 
liflied. The witnefs ought not to be afked how many he 
publifhed himfelf. 

Mr.Garrow* Do you know of your own knowledge whether 
the fale of die book called the Rights of Man was extenfive or 
not ? I don't alk you whether you fold one yourfelf. 

A, Yes, I think I can fay that the fale was large. 

^. Do you recolleft receiving any number of a publication 
called a Letter to Mr. Dundas from Mr. Paine ? 

A. I did not publifli it. 

^ I did not alk if you publilhed it, dr whether you dis- 
tributed ^any of it, but whether any certain numter of copies 
,of that publication were fent to you by any body — I will affift 
your memory, were there not feven hundred fent to you ? 

A. I think there were fome fent to me and forwarded into the 
country — ^a parcel was fent to me to convey to the coach^ I 
believe. 

^ Where from? 

A. I do not know, but I fuppofe, from die printer's. 

^ Do not you know of your own knowledge by whofe 
order they were fent, or from whom they came ? 

A. No. 

^ You faid die fale of Mr. Barlow's Letter paid for the ex* 
pence— what quantity might be fold ? 

A^ Perhaps five or fix hundred — ^I really do not know. 
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ExtraSfs read from^^^ A Letter to the National Convention 
^ of France, on the defefts of the Conftitution of 179 1, and the 
** extent of the amendments which ought to be applied, by Joel 
" Bvirlow, Efq. author of Advice to Privileged Orders." 

(From page i, to the middle of page 12.) 

" Gentlemen the time is at laft arrived when the people of 
^ France, by reforting to their own proper dignit}-, feel them- 
^ felves at liberty to exercife their unembarrafled reafon, in 
" eftabliihing an equal government. The prefent crifis in your 
«* affairs, marked by the aflembling of a National Convention, 
^ bears nearly the lame relation to the laft four years of your 
** hiftory, as your whole revolution bears to the great accumu- 
** lated mafs of modern improvement, compared, therefore, with 
** all that is paft, it is perhaps the mbft interefting portion of the 
^^ moft important period that Europe has hitherto feen. 

^ Under this impreffion, and with the deepeft fenfe of the 
** magnitude of the fubjefl: which engages your attention, I take 
^ a liberty which no flight motives could warrant in a ftranger, 
^ the liberty of offering a few obfervations on the bufmefs diat 
^ lies before you. Could I fuppofe, however, that any apology 
" were neceflary for this intrufion, I fliould not rely upon the 
^ one here mentioned, but my intentions require no apology ; 
** 1 demand to be heard, as a right. Your caufe is that of hu- 
** man nature at large ; you are the reprefentatives of mankind ; 
" and though I am not literally one of your conftituents, yet I 
^ muft be bound by your decrees. My happinefs will be feri- 
^ oufly affefled by your deliberations 5 and in them I have an 
*' intereft, which nothing can deftroy. I not only confider all 
" mankind as forming but one great family, and therefore bound 
*' by a natural fympathy to regard each other's happinefs as 
^ making part of their oWn ; but I contemplate the French na- 
« tion at this moment as ftanding in the place of the whole, 
" you have ftepped forward witli a gigantic ftride to an cnter- 
" prize which involves the interefts of every furrounding nation s 

' D 2 ' « and 
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^ and what you tcgan as juflice to yourfelves, you are called 
" upoti to fiiiifli as a duty to the human race, 

*' I believe no man cherifhes a greater veneration than I have 
^^ unifornpJy done^ for the National Aflembly who framed th^t 
" Conftitution, which I now prefume your conftituents expeft 
** you to revife. Perhaps the merits of that body of men will 
** never be properly appreciated. The greateft part of their 
** exertions were neceffarily fperit on objefts which cannot be 
** defcribed ; and which from their nature can make no figure 
" in hiftor)% The enor/noiis weight of abufes tHey had to over- 
" turn, the quantity of prejudice with which their funftioris 
** called them to contend, as well in their own miiinds as in thoKe 
" of all the European world, the open oppofition of interefts, 
**. the fecret weapons of corruption, and the unbridled ifury of 
^ defpairing fe£Hon — thefe^ are fubjedts which efcape our com* 
" mon obfervation, when we contemplate the labours of that 
'^ Aflembly. But the legacy tiiey have left to their country in 
" their deliberative capacity will remain a lafting monument 
*' to their praife j and though while fearching out the defedive 
*^ parts of their work, without lofing fight of the difficulties 

■ ** under which it was formed, we may find more occzTioti to 
•* admire its wifdom, than to murmiir at its faults ; yet Ais con* 
" fideration oijght not to deter us from the attempt. 

** The great leading principle, on vHhich their conftitutioin 
** was meant to he founded, is t^g equality of rights. This 
^ principle being hid dowii with fuch clearnefe, and afierted 
" with fo much dignity in the beginning of the code, it is 
** ftrange that men of clear underftandings flvould fail to be 
** charmed with the beauty of tiie fyftem which nature ihuft 
« have taught them to build on that foundation. It fliows a 
" difpofition to counteraca the analogy of nature, to fee them 

■ ** at one moment imprefling this indelible principle on our 
*' minds and with the next breath declaring, that France fhalL 

' ** remain a monarchy, that it fhall have a king, hereditary, irv-- 
<^ violable, clothed with all the executive, and much of die le— 
^ giflative power, commander in chief of all tiie national foroe 

« t3»y 
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^ by land and fea, having the initiative of war, and the power 
** of concluding peace; — and above all, to hear them declare 
" that, ** The nation will provide for the fplendour of the 
** throne," granting in their legiflative capacity to that throne 
"'more than a million fterling a year, from the national purfe, 
** befides the rents of eftates which are faid to amount to half 
** as much more, 

** We muft be aftonifhed at the paradoxical organization of 
** the minds of men* who could fee no difcordance in thefe ideas, 
^* they begin with the open (implicity of a rational republic, and 
« immediately plunge into all the labyrinths of royalty; and 
* a great part of the conftitutional code is a pra&ical attempt 
•* to reconcile thefe two difcordant theories. It is a perpetual 
" confli£): between principle and precedent, — ^between the manly 
" truths of nature, which we all muft feel, and the learned fub- 
•* tilties of ftatefmen, about which we have been taught to 
^ reafon, ' 

" In reviewing the hiftory of human opinions, it is an un- 

«^ pleafant confideration to remark how flow the mind has al- 

" wkys been in feizing the moft interefting truths ; although, 

^ when difpovered, they appear to have been the moft obvious, 

^ This remark is no where verified with more circumftances 

** of regret, than in the progrefs of your ideas in France relative 

^ to the inutility of the kingly office. It was not enough that 

^ you took your firft fland upon the high ground of natural 

** right ; where, enlightened by the fun of reafon, you might 

" have feen the clouds of prejudice roll fer beneath your feet, it 

^ was not enough that you began by confidering royalty, with 

" its well known fcourges as being the caufe of all your evils, 

^ that the kings of modern Europe are the authors of war and 

•* mifery, that their mutual intercourfe is a commerce of human 

** flaughter-— that public debts and private oppreffions, with all 

** die degrading vices that tarnifh die face of nature, had their 

*' origin in that • fpecies of government which offers a pre- 

^ mium for wickednefs, and teaches the few to trample on the 

? BWny J it yim not enough that you few thc^mcans of a rege- 
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*^ ncratiori of mankind in the fjrftem of equal rights, and that 
^^ In a wealthy and powerful nation you poffeffed the advantage of 
** reducing that fyftem to immediate praftice as an example to 
** the world, and a confolation to human nature. All thefe ar- 
^^ guments, with a variety of others, which your republican 
*^ orators placed in the ftrongeft point of light, were infufficient 
" to raife the public mind to a proper view of the fubjeft. 

^ It feems that fome of your own philofoj)hers had previoufly 
*^ taught, that royalty was neceflary to a great nation. Montef- 
*^ quieu, among his whimfical maxims about laws and govern- 
«' ment, had informed the world that a limited Monarchy was the 
*' beft poflible fyftem, and that a Democracy could never flourifli 
". but in a fmall traft of country. Hpw many of your legiflators 
" believed in this doctrine ; how many afled from temporifing 
" motives, wifhing to banifh royalty by flow degrees ; and how 
" many were led by principles lefs pardonable than either, it is 
" impoflible to determine. Certain it is, that republican ideas 
*^ gained no ground upon the monarchical in your conftituting 
<^ aflfembly, during the laft fix months of their deliberations. It 
" is likewiffe certain, that the majority of that afTembly took 
*** much pains to prevent the people from difcovering the cheat 
" of royalty, and to continue their ancient veneration, at leaft 
♦^ for a while, in favour of certain principles in government^ 
^ which reafon could not approve. 

" ft is remarkable, that all the perfidy of your King, at the 
^^ time of his flight, fhould have had fo little effeft in opening 
*' the eyes of fo enlightened a people as the French. His flight, 
" and the infulting declaration which he left behind him, were 
** fuflicient not only to give the lie to the fiftion, with which 
"common fenfe has alwrays been put to the blufti, and to 
*' which your aflfembly had attempted to give a fan£Hon, That 
^ Kings can do ns wrongs but they were fuflicient to fliew^ at 
** leaft to all who would open their eyes, that the bufinefs of 
* *' government required no fUch officer. There is no period, 
' <* during your Revolution, if there is any to be found in the 
Y> hiftory of France, wh?n bufincfc went on with mprc ahcrky 
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• and good order, dian during the fufpenfion of the royal func- 
•* tions, in the interval, from the time that the King was brought 
^ back to the capital, in June, till the completion of the con- 
** ftitution in September. Every thing, went right in the king- 
** dom, except within the wdlls of the affembly. A majority 
^ of that body was determined to make an experiment of a 
" limited Monarchy. The experiment has been made. Its 

* duration has, indeed, been fliort, being lefs Aan eleven 
•f months ; but, although in fome refpefts it has been almoft a$ 
** fatal to the caufe of liberty as any fyftem could have been 
^^ within the time, yet, in other refpefts, it has done more good 
** than all the reafonings of ^1 the philofophers of the age could 
^ Ij^v^ done in ^ nuich longer time ; it h^s taught them a new 
*5 dpflrine, which no experience pan fliake, and which reafou 
¥ muft confirm. That Kings can do no good/* 

(Page 14 and part of 15. j 

** Ampng the probable evils refulting from the kingly olHce, 
** the principal one, and indeed the only one that need to be 
** mentioned, is the chance of its being held by a weak or a 
^ wicked man. When the ofEce is hereditary, it is fcarcely to 
** be expefted but that tiiis fhould always be the cafe. Confi- 
^ dering the birth and education of Princes, the chance of finding 
** one with praftical common fenfe, is hardly to be reckoned 
^ among poiEble events j nor is the probability lefs ftrong againft 
** tlieir liaving virtue. The temptations to wickednefs arifing 
^ from their fituation, are too powerful to be refifted. The per* 
^ fuafive arts of all tiieir flatterers, the companions of their 
<* youth, the minifters of their pleafures, and every perfon with 
^ whom they ever converfe, are neceflarily employed to induce 
** them to increafe their revenue, by oppreifing the people, whom 
^< they are taught firom Aeir cradle, to confxder as beafls of 
*' burthen: and what mufl almofl infure the triumph of wickednefs 
♦* in their tempers, is, the idea that they aft totally and for ever 
^ without reflraint. This is an allurement to vice, that even 

# men of fenfe cQuld fcarcely refifl. Imprefs it on the min^ of 

" P 4 " any 



IF: wy inajii ^t he can da no ^rong^ and he will foon coimnct 
^ ypu of your ntfft^^* 

.. ^ T^e this general fummary oi die evils arifing from beredi«« 
^ tary Monarchy, under any reftri<^ions that can be propofed, and 
^ {dace it on one fide of dip account, and ftate, on die ot^ 
^ fide, the truth which I believe no man of reflediion will here«^ 
^ after call \n queftion, Thet Kings can do no good^ and the 
f^. friends of liberty wi)l no longer be in doubt which way yoit 
<^. will dec^ die qi^eftipn relative tQ diat part of your coa* 
» ftitution," 

(Page 22 to 26. j 

^ But it wll be feid, I am too hte, with all thefe bbfer-r 
^ vations, on die neceffity of profcribing royalty from your 
* conftitution. The. caufe is already judged in the minds of 
" the whole people of France ; and their wiihes will fiirely be 
" the rule of your condudt, I fuppofe that, without being re-^ 
^ minded of your duty by a ftranger, pne of your firft refolutions 
'' would be, to fix a national anathema ofli every veflige of regal 
" power, and endeavour to wipe out from the human charafter 
f^ the ftain which it received with its veneration for Kings and 
f^ hereditary claims. But it requires much reflexion, to be well 
? aware tp what extent this duty fliould ^arry ypu. There are 
*' many yiccs in your conftitution, which though not apparendy 
^ connected with die King, had their origin in regal ideas. To 
f purify the whole code from thefe vices, and to purge humaa 
f^ nature from their efFedls, it will be neceffary to refort to 
f* many principles which appear not to have ftruck the minds of 
^ die firft aflembly, 

" You will permit me to hint at fome of the great outlines of 
^< what^iay be e3q)e<^ed from yoi^ under the peculiar advantages 
M with which you meet to form a glorious !|^public, Although 
f ^. many of my ideas may be perfectly fuperfiuous, beijig the fame 
f* as will occur to every member of your body, yet it is poflible 
^' that fome of them may ftrike the mind in a new point ^ lighl^ 
V' and lead to reflexions which would not rife from any other 
^ qyar^f Should this ^e the cafe in the |inalleft degree, it 

^ ovight 
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^cught to be conTidered, boflv by yw and me^ as :m 
^ reward for our pain5> in writing and in i:ea4ing rius letter, 

^ On confidering the (ubjcEt of government^ wben the ndpii 
" is once fet loofe from the flwddes of rpyalty, it finds itfelf 
•* in a new world : it rifes to a more exttfxfiv^ view of everjr 
^ circumftance of the focial ftate. Human nature affumes a new 
*and more elevated fliape,. and difjiays many moral ieatures^ 
^ whicby from having been always dlfguifedy were not known ta 

^]pft« In this cafe, it is a long time before we acquire a habit 
" of tracing effedls to their pi^oper caufes, and of applying the 

* cafy and fmiple remedy to thofe vice? of our nature whick 
" focitty requires us to reftrain. This, I apprehend, is the 
*' fbutcj of by far the greateft diftculties with which you have to 
** coatoni We are fo much ufed, in government, to the mol 
** complicated iyftems, as being neceflkry to fupport thpfe im- 
^ poiit.ons, without which it has been fuppofed impoflible for 
** men to be governed, that it is an unufual tafk to conceive cf 
" the fimplicity to which the bufmefs of government may be 
" reduced, and to which it muft be reduced, if we would have it. 
" anfwer the purpofe of promoting happinefs. • 

" After profcribing royalty, with all its appendages, I fuppofc 
" it will not be thought neceffary in Fraiicp to lupport any other 
" errors and fuperftitions of a fimilar complexion 5 but that un- 
^ difguifed reafon, in all things, will be preferred to the cloak of 
** impofition. Should this be the cafe, you will conceive it no 
f' longer neceffary to maintain a national church. This efta* 
*' blifliment is fo manifeftly an impofition upon 'the judgment of 
" mankind, that the conftituting affemhiy muft have confidered 
" it in that light. It is one of thofe mo<;iarchical ideas, which 
" pay us the wretched compliment of fuppofing, that we are not 
*' capable of being governed by our own reafon. To fuppofe 
" that the people of France are to learn the mode of worfhipping 

* God from the decrees of the Council of Trent, is certaiidy as 
** abfurd as* it would be to appeal to fuch a Council, to Jearn how 
** to breathe, or to open their eyes. Neither is it true, as h 
^ argued by the advocates of thi§ part of your coi4litution, that 

5 "^ 
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* the preference there given to one mode of worflbip, by the 

* payment of the Catholic priefts from the national purfe, to the 
H ex'ciufion of otiiers, was founded on Ae idea of the property 
•^ fltppofed to have been pofleffed by that church, and which, by 
^ the affembly, was declared to be thenceforward tiie property of 
J? die nation. ' 

' ^ The churchy in this fenfe of the word, fignifies nothing but 
f^ a fnode of woffhip ; and to prove that a mode can be a pror 
^ prietor of lands, requires a fubtility of logic that I (hall not 
^ attempt to refute. The fefl: is, the church, confidered as an 
^ hierarchy^ was always ncceffary to the fupport of royalty ; and 
P your aflcmbly, with great confiftency of defign, wifliing to 
^ prcferve fomething of the old fabric, preferved fomething of 
f* this neceflary prop. But as the fabric is now overturned, the 
•* prq) may be fafely taken away. I am confident that mo- 
*^ narchy and hierarchy will be buried in the fame grave, and 
^ that in France they will not furvive the prefent year.'* 

(Page 31.) 

" Aftpr laying down the great fundameital principle, that all 
** men are equal in their rights^ it ought to be the invariable 
" object of the focikl compaft to infure the exercife of that 
•* equality, by rendering them as equal in all forts of enjoyments^ 
•* as can poffibly be confiftent with good order, induflry, and the 
^ reward of merit. Every individual ought to be rendered as 
** independent of every other individual as poflible ; and, at the 
f^ fame time, as dependent as poflible on the whole community. 

^ On this undeniable maxim, I think the following pofitions 
?* ought to be founded and guaranteed in the conflitutional 
*f code : 



Mr, Lauzun, I found this letter in Mr. H^dy'§ houfe among 
(lis other papers, 

Jt was read^ 



« To 



f^ Tq the London Correfponding Society, 
^ Gei^tlemen% 

" I have lately publifhed a fmall treatlfe under the title of « A 
" Letter to the National Convention of France, on the Defe£U 
^ in the Conftitution of 1791, ^nd the extent of the Amend- 
" ments which ought to be applied," Althpugh the obfervatiOns 
*' contained in this letter are mpre particularly applicable to the 
*' French Nation in the prefent crifis pf its government, yet, as' 
*' the true principles of fociety are every where the fame, their 
f' ejcamination cannot be unfeafoi^able in any nation or at any 
" time. Believing, therefore, that the fubjeil of this treatife 
" will not be thought foreign tq the great objcft of your aflb- 
*' ciation, I prefent a copy of it to you, with the fame confidence 
^^ as I have done to the National Convention, and to the Con- 
U ftitutional Society in London ;• a confidence arifing from thq 
^* ftiirperiiiufion that the work is founded in truth and reafon, 

*' I take the liberty at the fame time to fend you a copy of an-^ 
*' other publication, entitled, "Advice to the Privileged Orders." 
*' The prefent difpofition in Europe towards a general revolution 
*' in the principle of government, is founded in a current of 
** opinion ^00 powerful to be refifted, as well as too facred to 
** be treated with negleft. It is the duty of every individual to 
" aflift, not only in removing the obftruaions that are found in 
" the way of this revolution, but in afcertaining with as much 
" precifion as poflible the nature of the objefl: to be aimed at. 
*^ and the confequences to be expefted from the attainment. It 
** is above all things to be defired that the conviftions to be ac- 
** quired from rational difcuffion, fiiould precede and preclude 
^ thofe which muft refult from phyfical exertion. 

" Such, I believe, is the objedl: of your fqciety, and fuch h 
" certainly that of your friend and fervant, 

^ " JOEt BARLOW.** 

** London^ 0/f7. 6, 1792. 
Addreffed *' To the London Correfponding Society^ care of Mr^ 



^i Thomas Hardy^ No\ 9, Piccadilh^'* 



Mty^ 
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Mr. Garrpit/^ to -J/n Jphnjim. Who was ^e autjior "of this 
pamphlet^ which appears to have been publifhed by you, entitled 
«* Adyice to the Privileged Orders." 

J. I publifhed a pamphlet with that title for Mr. Barlow: I 
lielieve thi$ is it. 

J^ Do you know whether he was 'the fole author of it, or 
were there any other perfons concerned in it ? 

J. I cannot tell ; but I really believe he was the fole author. 

^ Which you publifhed in the fame way, I fuppofe, as you 
&i the other — Had it a large fale ? 

J. Not a very large fale ; not many more than a thou&nd, I 
believe. 



ExtraSfs read from " Advice to the Privileged Orders of thp 
" feyeral States of Europe, refidting from the-NecefEty and Pro- 
*' priety of a General Revolution in tl;e Principles of Governi* 
f ment, P^t I. the Third Edition, by Joel Barlow^** 

{From Page ly to Page 20.) 
<^ Mr. Burke, however, in his defence of Royalty, does not 
•^ rply pn this argqment of the compadt. Whether it be that hp 
.4^ is confcipus of its futility, or that in his rage he forgets that b^ 
^ ha3 wfed it, he is perpetually recurring to tl^e lafl ground that 
^ hap yet been heard of on which we are called upoA to confidor 
.^ kings, even as a toleralide nuifance ; and to fupport tfie exif^ing 
-** fojm^ 4rf governn^ent, this ground is the geaeral good of tkr 
M commuriity* It is faid tp be dangerous to pull down fyfltenv^ 
••^ that are already formed, or even to attempt to improve them $ 
^^ and it is likeivife faid, tliat, were they peaceably defbroyed^ aiyl 
}^ we had fociety to build up anew, it would be befl to create; 
^* hereditary kings, hereditary orders, and exclufive privileges. 
• " Thefe are fober opinions, uniting a clafs of reafoners too 
" numerous and too refpeflable to he treated with contempt. I 
>* believe, however, that their number is every day diminiilung ; 
*^ and I believe the example which France will iboabe obliged 

♦« to 



►to exhibit to the world on this fubjefl, will induce every man 
^ to rejeft them who is hot perfohally and exdufively intereftcd 

* in dieir lupport. 

« The inconfiftfency of ffie cbnftituent afljbmbly, in fetain- 
*ing an hereditary king, armed ^^.th iii ehohilous civil lifi', 
*^to wage war with a piopular goVeirrihient, has induced fotae 
** perfons to predlcEt the downfall of their tonftituticJn ; but this 

* meafure had a different origin from what is commonly dffignea 
^ to it, and will probably have a different ilTae ; it ^as the 

* refult rather of local and temporary circuriiftarices, than of any 

* general bdieve in the utility oF king^ urtder any modifications 

* or limitations that could be attached to the oiSce. 

^ It is to be obferVbd,/r)^^ That th<J French had a king upon 
► their hands : tUs kiiig had alWays bieeh confidiered as a wdl<- 
** difpofed man ; fo d«t, by a fetality fdmeWhat fingular, thougll 
" not unexampled in fe^al hiftory^ he gained the love of ritft 

* people ilmoft in ]proportiori to the miffchief M^lich he did them. 
" Secndfy^ their king bad v«ry powerful family connedions M 

* tfcc iovereigns of Sp&in^ Auftria, Naples and Sardinia, bcGdei 

* his rdadons within the kingdom, whom it was neceflary fd 
^ attach, if poflible, to the int€;^fts of the community. Thirdly^ 
^ Ae Reirolutrcm W^ codfider^ by all Eurc^e as a high and 

* (langerous experiment ; it was neceflary to hide, as mach as 

* poffible, the appearance of its magnitude from the «yc of the 

* diftant <d)felirer. The reibrttters confidered it as their duty to 
produce an internal regeneration of fociety, rather dian an er- 

^temsd ^tange In die appearance of the court; to fet in KScder 
*the countirig-houfe and Ae kitchen, before arranging die 

* diawii%-f odfei. This would leave the fovereigns of Europe 

* totally without a pretext for interfering, whils it would be 

* confoling io that clafs'of phrlofophers who ftill believed in the 
^ compatibility of royalty and liberty. Fourthly^ this decree that 
^ France fliould hcAfe a king^ and that he could do no wrongs was 
^pafied'at an tfarly period of their operations, when the above 
"* ftaibns were apparently more urgent than they were afterwards, 
^ probably will ever be again. 

« From 
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" Frdm thefe ecMifiderations we may conclude diat royaltx i^ 
" prefefved in France for reaibns wiiich are fugitive ; that a m^r 
** jdrity of the Conftituent Aflenibly did not believe in it as 
^ an abftra<^ principle i that a majority of the people will le^n 
<* to be difgufted with fo unnatural and ponderous a defomaty ix^ 
^ their new edifice, and will foon hew it off. 

^ After this improvement fhall have been made, a few years 
^ experience in the face of Europe, and on fo great a theatre a$ 
" that o( France, will proi3ably leave but one opinion, in die 
^ minds of honeft menj relative to die republican principle, or die 
^ great fimplicity of nature^ applied to die organization of 
^ fociety. 

(Page 21.) 

^ it depends on a much more important cla& of men^ the 
^ dafs that cannot write, and in a great meafure on thofe who 
^ cannot read ; it is to be decided by men who reafon better 
" without books, thah we do with all the books in the vw)rld: 
^ taking it for granted, therefore, diat a general revolution is at 
** hand, whofe progrefs is trrejiftible^ my obje<9; is to contemplatie 
^^ its probable efFe£^s, and to comfort thofe who are affli&ed at die 
^profpeS." 

Mr. Garrowy to Mr, John/on. Did you publifh die former 
editions of diis work ? 

jf. I did. 

^ Perhaps you mean that the (ale of* eacb edition was not 
more than you mentioned? 

A There were three editions, five hundred each edidonf ani 
there were a confiderable number left- 

^ Was this firft publiflied before the death of die late King 
of the Frenchj or not ? 

Mr. John/on. What is die date in the tide^age ? 

Mr. Garrow. This is the third edition — ^Do you know whedier 
this was publiflied before, or after that event ? 

J. I cannot tell — ^I think it was publiflied in 1792, or 1791* ■ 

Mr. Garrowy to Mr. Johnfon. Be fo good as look at dttt 
pamphlet: it is called « A letter to die Addreflers, by Thorn* 

« Paine." 
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*^ Paine." Do you knbw whether any pamphlet of that fort waJ 
publifhed'by Thomas Paine. 

A Certainly there was; 

^. Do you believe this to be one of the copies that were ib 
publiihed ^ 

A. I believe' it is. 

i^ I do not know whether you know any thing of the cheap 
edition or not — ^Do you know how foon the cheap edition came 
out after die firft edition* 

A. No. 

^ Have you feen any of the cheap edition ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Do you know whether that was publiflied about the txadt 
tlne.^ 

A. It was pliblifhed after the large edition — ^I do not knot^r 
How long. 

^ Look at that copy of the cheap edition, and fay whether 
you believe that to be 6i\Q of the copies thit was publiflied ? 

i/. I cannot fay, becaufe any printer may copy this. 

Mr. Erjkine. Do you mean to fwear that the large edition 
is — Aat either is. 

A. No. »I only believe it from the appearance of it — any 
printer may copy it. 

Mr. Garrow. You have already fald, that you believe that to 
l>e one of the copies of the large edition which was publiflied by 
^Mr. Paine. 

- A. It has all the appearance of it — any printer rtiay take a fee 
Simile copy of it. 

^. Upon looking at it, do you believe it to be one, or ha^e 
>^ou any doubt on the fubje<3:. 

A. I cannot pofitively (ay — a. printer may print a fee fimile 
Ofit. 

^ Do you believe that to have been printed by a printer 
'■^^aking a fac fimile without authority, or to be one of the 
Original edition ? I afk you upon your oath. 

A, I cannot fay, bqcaufe a printer can make a fac fimile. 

Lord 

4 
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Lord Chief yujiice Eyre. Unlefs he can (peak from die typ% 
or the intrinfic circumftances, it is nothing. 

A. I really cannot fo Q)eak. 

Mr. G arrow. Who does that appear in the title-page to.be 
printed by ? 

J. Symonds. 

^ Is there any other perlbn named as the publifher ? 

J. And Clio Rickman. 

^ Had you communications with the author upon the fubjeft 
cf an edition of die Addrefs to the Addreflers ? 

A, I beg leave to addrefs the Court. My Lord, thi« publi* 

.^tion has been deemed a libel — — 

Mr. G arrow. I am not afking the witnefs whether he puk-* 
Efhed or fold any of them, or whether he lent any oiie^ but 
whether he had any communication with the author upon the 
.£ibje(3:. 

A. The author pnnted it, to the beft of my knowledge^ wheim 
I^was in the country — I was at Margate, I believe^ a,t the time 
.when he printed this pamphlet. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Hitherto I do not obfervo^ A»* 
you have laid a ground for afking any queftion about thi« 
book. 

Mr. Attorney 'GeneraL We will poftpone the examination o^ 
. Mr. Johnfon at ppefent. 

Mr, Garroiv, We will now read the reft of the minute ^* 
Ae Conftitutional Society of the 12th of Odlobor, whidi yo**^ 
Lordfliip recoUecSs we poftponed in order to read Mn BarloVir^^ 
book. 

(It was read,] 
«^ Ordered, 

•* That the Secretary be dfrefted to tranfmit a copy of tib^ 
«* Argus of to-morrow to each of the members of this fociety* 
« Read, 

•* The following I/etter, and inclofed Addrefs to the NatioJr*^ 
•* Convention of France, from the London Correlpondi^^ 
<* Society, 

vi^0 
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* To D. Adams, Secretary to the Society for ConftitutlonaJ 
^ Informatioiu 

« Sir, 
« Your favor of die third inftant, informing us, that our 

* propofal for addrefling die French National Convention, had 
^ met wit^ the approbation of dte Society for Conftitutional 

* InformathQn, we have enclofed you a copy of the addrefs wc 
^ have drawn^ip, and mean to fend, die fociety at large having 

* approved of it. , 

" Not in the leaft prefuming to propofe it for the adoption of 
" your fociety, ourfelves will joyfully dirow it zifide, and as 

* readily fubfcribe to any produ£lion of jrour's, better calculated 
" to anfwer the purpofe, and lefs unworthy being prefented to 
** fo auguft an Aflembly, 

" Should no other be produced, we imagine this plain, but 
^ honeft addrefs, will be adopted by fome other focieties, in 

* concurrence widi our own; and refpe£ting the manner of 

* figning, of conveying, and of prefenting it, your better c«- 
' perienced advice will greatly oblige, 

*' Gentlemen, 

** Your very bumble Servants, 

* For the Committee of the London Corrclponding Society, 

(Signed) 

'' MAURICE MARGAROT, aatrman. 
*' THOMAS HARDT, Secretary:' 
** Thurfdajy nth O^fober^ 1792." 

'' FRENCHMEN. 
^ While foreign robbers are ravaging your territories, under 
the fpecious pretext of Juftice ; Cruelty and Defolation leading 
on dieir van. Perfidy with Treachery bringmg up their rear, 
yet Mercy and Friendibip impudendy held forth to die world 
as the fole motives of their incurfions, the oppreiFed part of 
mankind forgetting, for a while, dieir own fuiFerings, feel only 
for yours, and with an anxious eye watch the event, fervently 
fupplicating the Ahnighty Ruler of the Univerfe to be fivour- 
^k to your caufe, fo imimately blended with their own. 
Vol. n. E «* Fwww4 
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* Frowned upon by an oppreffive fyftem of eontrdul, whofe 
^ gradual, but continued encroachments, have deprived this* 
^ nation of nearly all its boafted Liberty, and brought us almoft 
" to that abje<Sl ftate of Slavery, from which you have fo 
^ emerged, 5,000 Britifli Citizens, indignant, manfully ftep 
*' forth to refcue their country from the opprobrium brought 
" upon it, by the fupine conduS of thofe in power. They 
'' conceive it to be the duty of Britons to countenance and affift, 
^ to the utmoft of their power, the Champions of Human Hap- 
^ pinefs, and to fwear to a nation, proceeding on the plan you 
" have adopted, an inviolable Friendfhip. Sacred from this 
*' day be that Friendfliip between us ! And may Vengeance to 
" die uttermoft, overtake the man who hereafter fhall attempt 
** to caufe a rupture. 

" Though we appear fo few at prefent> be aflfured, French- 
*^ men, that our number cncreafes daily; it is true, that the 
" ftern uplifted arm of authority at prefent keeps back the 
*'^ timid, that bufily circulated impoftors hourly miflead the 
*' credulous, and that Court intimacy, with avowed French 
*■* Traitors, has (bme efFeft on the unwary, and on the ambitious. 
" But, with certainty, we can inform you. Friends and Freemen, 
*' that information makes a rapid progrefs among us. Curiofity 
*' has taken pofleflion of the public mind; the conjoint reigrt 
" of Ignorance and Defpotifm paffes away. Men now aflc each 
" other, what is Freedom? What are our Rights? French- 
*' men, you are already free, and Britons are preparir^ to 
" become fo ! 

^' Cafting far from us the criminal prejudices artfully in- 
'' culcated by evil-minded men, and wily Courtiers, we, inflead ol 
" natural enemies, at length difcover in Frenchmen, our fello^f 
^' Citizens of the world, and our brethren by the lame HeavenI]! 
*' Father, who created us for the purpofe of loving and mutually 
" aflifting each other ; but not to hate, and to be ever ready to 
*' cut each others throats, at the command of weak or ambitioui 
*' Kings, and corrupt Miniflers. 

^ Seeking our real ^emies, we find them in our bofoms ; wt 
^^' feel ourfelves inwardly torn by, and ever the vi<SUms of 1 

^ rdUcfej 
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* rcftlefs, alla-confuming ariftocracy) hitherto the bane of every 
^ nation under the fun ! Wifely have you a£ted in expelling it 
" from France. 

" Warm as are our wi/hes for your fuccefs, eager as we are 
•* to behold Freedom triumphant, and man every whefe reftored 
" to the enjoyment of his juft rights, a fenfe of our duty, as 
" orderly Citizens, forbids our flying in arms to your affiftance; 
^ our Government has pledged the national faith to remain ' 
" neutral : — in a ftruggle of Liberty againft Defpotifm, Britons 
" remain neutral ! O fhame ! But we have entrufted our King 
^ with difcretionary powers ; — ^we, therefore, muft obey j— our 
" hands are bound, but our hearts are free, and they are with 
"you. 

" Let German Defpots aft as they plcafe* We (hall rejoice 
^ at dieir fell, compaffionating however dieir enflaved fubjefts. 
" We hope diis tyranny of their matters will prove the means of 
** re'mfhting, in the full enjoyment of their Rights and Liberties, 

* millions of our fellow creatures. ^ 
** With unconcern, therefore, we view the Eleftor of Hanover 

•'join his troops to traitors and robbers; but the King of 
" Great Britain will do well to remember, that this country 

* is not Hanover. — Should he forget . this diftinftion, we will 
•not. 

* While you enjoy the envied glory of being the unaided 
" defenders of Freedom, we fondly anticipate, in idea, the nu- 
" merous bleffings mankind will enjoy, if you fucceed, as we 
" ardently wiih, the Triple Alliance (not of Crowns, but) of the 
" pec^le of America, France, and Britain, will give Freedom to 
** Europe, and peace to the whole world. Dear Friends, you 

* combat for the advantage of the human race. How well pur- 

* chafed will be, though at the expence of much blood, the 

* ^ious, the unprecedented privilege of fajring, mankind is 

* free ! Tyrants and tyranny are no more ! Peace reigns on 

* the eardi ! And this is the work of Frenchmen.'* 

« Refolved, 

* That die thanks of this fociety be given to the London 

* Corrcf|K)nding Society, for the above addrefs tranfmitted by 

E 2 «tK^\\v, 



^ Acm; and (fiat the fecretary acquaint thcm> diis fcciety ij 
^ highly approve of die fpirit of the fame/* 

The fillowing ifitrtes were read from the booh of the Society 
for Con/litutional Information. 

« At a Meeting of the Society held at the Crown ani 
*^ Anchor Tavern> Strand, Friday, Oftobcr ig, 1792. 

^ PRESENT, 

^ Mu I. H. Tooke in the chair. 

« Mr. Sturdi, Mr. Hull, Mr.Froft, Mr. WUliams, Mr. Mcnryi 
<^ Dr. Edwards, Mr. Pearfon, Mr. Anfell, Mr. Sharpe, Mit 
" Brookbank, Mr. Walib, Mr. Banks, Mr. Bonney, Mr. 
^ Peacock, Mr. Walford, Mr. Chatfield, Mr. Joyce, Mft 
*< Holcroft, Mr. Balmanno^ Mr. Richter, Lord Edward 
^ Fitzgerald, Mr. Sijnclair. . > 

** Mr. Sturch produced^ and read to the focicty the following 
«* anfwer, he was dire£lea to prepare to Mr. Joel Barlow, 
•^ which was approved of and publifhed together with Mr. Bar- 
•* low's letter to this Ibciety in die papers. 

" Sir, 
•* Your manly and ertergetk: addrefe to^ the National Conveiv- 
•* tion of France, having been received by the fociety for Con- 
<* ftitutional Information, and read at their laft Meeting, they 
*^ cannot hefltate to return you their unanimous thanks for b 
** valuable a prefent, and to exprcfe in the warmeft terms dieir 
*< hearty approbation of its fpirit and tendency j your little trcatife^ 
^ by exhibiting the moft important pdlitical truths in a new and 
•* ftriking point of view, is, in their opinion, happily calculated 
^ to inform the inquiring mind, and to in(pire an ardent and. en- 
•* lightened zeal for the freedom and happinefs of mankind. Ih 
«* this opinion, they doubt not, the public voice vnll concurs 
« when the pamphlet (hall have obtained that general circulation 
• to which its merits intitic it. *' 
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^ ^ It IS With reafon that you think the fubjed of your boob 
" not foreign tp the great obje£l of the fociety, which has inva- 

* riably been to lead their countrymen to think for themfelves on 
^ the momentous fubje<^ of government, and thus to produce an 

* univeifal and practical conviction of one great truth, that with- 
" out a real reprefention of the people, frequently renewed, there 
^ can be no efFe£lual check to that fyftem of corruption, by 
** which the public treafure is fquandcred ; no fecurity for that 
" portion of liberty which we Ihall enjoy, nor any rational hope 
^ that government will be condu£ted with a view to its only pro- 
^ per ol^eSty the happineis of the many, and not the intereft of 
^^ the few. 

^ The foctety obferve, with faeart-felt iati$fa£)ion, dut in die 

* prefent great crifis of human afBdrs while fome writers are 
^ found even in this country, who openly proclaim Mriat they 
^ call the < Caufe of Kings' in oppofition to the caufe of the 
^ people, whom they impudently term the ^ Swinifh Multitude / 
" there are not wanting on the other hand, men of the firft cha- 
" rader and ability who nobly vindicate the Rights of Man, and 
^ they truft, that your excellent writings in general, and the 
** letter to the Convention of France in particular, will be emi- 
^ nendy conducive to the fuccefs and final triumph of that caufe, 
** which you juftly ftyle * the moft glorious that ever engaged 
^ the attention of mankind.' 

""Joil Barlow, Efq^ 

" Read the following letter from the London Correfponding 

* Society. 

^ London^ OSeber 18, 1792* 
"Sir, 
^ The London Correfponding Society learn, with pleafure, 

* duit the Society for Conilitutional Information approve the 
^ fpirit of our addrefs ; but to come back to the point, we ima- 
^ gine that as you had previoufly approved the meafure, and as 
^ you now like the fpirit of the addrefs, we may with propriety, 

* aik you, whether you will concur with us in fending that ad-» 
^ drefs, or whether you wiU draw up anodier letter fuited to the, 

E 3 ** prefent 
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^ prefent circumftances ; and permit us to join you in tranfinit^ 
*' ting it to the French National Convention. 
" I am, Sir, 
*' For the Committee of the Delegates of the 
" London Correfponding Society, 

*^ Your very humble Servant, 
« MAURICE MARGAROT, Chairman, 
^ Z). JJamSy Secretary to the Society for Conjlitutional Information'* 

« Refolved, 
*' That the Committee be appointed to confer v/ith the Dele* 
^ gates of the London Correfponding Society, pn an addrcTs to 
** the Natlond Convention of Fran^re,'* 



« At 51 Meeting of the Society held Friday, October 26^ 
« 1792, at the Crovm and Anchor Tavern, Strand. . 

" Mr, John Froft in the Chair, 
« Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Peacock, Mr. Moore, Mr. Hull, Mr. 
« Walford, Dr. Edwards, Mr, Sharpe, Mr. B^s, Mr. 
«' Balmanno^ Dr, Maxwell, Mr. J. Martin, Mr, Sinclair, 
*' Mr. Sturch, Mr. Joyce^ . Colonel Keating, Mr. Pearfon, 
« Mr. Bonney, Mr. L Williams, Mr. L H. Tooke, Mr, 
" Brookbank, Mr. Dodfon, Mr, Sutton, Mr. Bailey, Mr, 
« Morgan, Mr. Barlow, Mr. Satchell,. Mr. J. A(fems, Mr. 
*.* Richter, Mr. Geddes. 

** The Secretary read the report of th? Committee appointed 
ft at the laft Meeting, 
" Refolved, 
** That the report of the Committee be re-committed. 

« Ordered, 
** That the Secretary do procure corredt copies of the mani- 
** fefto, publiflied by the late General Burgoyne while in Ame-* 
<* rica ; of the firft manifefto lately publiihed by die Duke of 
<* Brunfwick in France; of the laft Royal proclamation againft 
•* writing and jneetings in England j and of th^ Emperors re- 

♦« cent 
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^ cent proclamadon at Bruffels on the fame fubjefl:. In order 
** that thefe four pieces may be printed feirly togedicr on ono 
** fheet of paper, and be tranfinitted by this fociety to all the 
«* aiTociated focieties in Great-Britain. 

^ Refolved, That the above order be publiflied in the newf- 
" papers, 

** Refolved, That at the next meeting of this fociety, they 
** do confider of an anfwer to the London Correfponding Sd- 
^ ciety on the fubjed of their letter, accompanying their addrefs 
" to the National Convention of France. 

** Refolved, That at the faid meeting, the fociety do attend 
** to the example of the London Correfponding Society, and 
« confider of an addrefs to the National Convention of France^" 



** At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
^ held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, No* 
« vember 2, 1792, 

« PRESENT 

" Mr. Froft in the Chair, 

^ Mr. Tooke,' Mr. Bofville, Mr. Walfli, Dr. Edv^rards, Mr. 

« Bonney, Mr. I. Martin, Mr. Sturch, Mr. Sharp, Mr. 

« Geddes, Colonel Keating, Mr. Rae, Mr. Bakewell, Mr. 

« Joyce, Mr. Barlovir, Mr. Johnfon, Mr. Sinclair, Mr. HoU 

« crof^ Mr. Williams, Mr. Hind, Mr. Tuffin, Mr. M. 

^ Bufh, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Afpinal, Mr, Fitzgerald. 

«* Refolved, " That a Committee of Correfpondence be ap- 
* pointed, to confider of, and prepare anfv/ers to all fuch letters 
<< as are, or may be, fent to diis fociety. 

^ Ordered, That the anfwer to the letter of the London 
^ Correi^onding Society, accompanying their addrefs to the 
" National Convention of France, be referred to the feid Com- 
^ mittee. 

^ Refolved, That a Committee be appointed to • ccnfider of 
^ 911 ^iirtk to tile National- Convention of France. 
• ' ' ' :E 4^- ^ Refolved, 



« Relblvcd, That Meflrs. Barlow, Sinclair and Tuffin, & 
^ compofe die laid Committee ', and that the iaid Conmiittee bc^ 
« rcquefted to make their report on Friday next." 



« At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information^ 

** held at the Crown and Anchor, Strand, Friday 9th Novcm* 

« ber, I792, 

« PRESENT, 

" Lord Seiiipill in the Chair. 

« Mr» Bofville, Mr. Rae, Mr. Hull, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Jen- 
« nings, Mr. Sutton, Mr. Froft, Mr. Tooke, Mr. Sturch, Coll 
♦^ 'Keating, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Barlow, Mr. Tuffin, Mr. Sin- 
" clair, Mr, Margarot, Mr. Watts, Mr. Richter, Mr. Little- 
*' John, Captain Perry, Mr, John Martin, Mr. Banks, Mr. 
w Williams, Mr. Geddes, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Parkinibn, 
« Mr, Gerald, Mr. Rickman, Mr, Bufh, jun. Mr. Lockharti 
« Mr. Moore, * 

« The committee appointed at the laft meeting to prepare an 
« addrefs from this fociety to the National Convention of France, 
*^ made their report, and produced the following addrefs, which 
** was read and approved. 

** The Society for Conftitutional Information in London, to the 
" .National Convention of France,, 

** Servants of a Sovereign People, and Benefactors of Man- 
" kind, ... 

** We rejoice that your revolution has sorived at that point of 
^ perfeflioa which will permit us to addrefs you by this title; it 
^^ is the only one that can accord with the chara(£):er of true legi£- 
*' lators. Every fucceffive epocli in your afFairSy has added 
*' fomething to the triumphs of liberty; and the ^orious viAoiy 
^ of the zoth of Auguft, has finally prepared the way for a coi^ 
*^ ftitution, which we truft you will eftablifh on the bails of rea* 
^ fon and nature^ 

«< Confidering the.ms^ of 4e)u&0n accumulated on mankind^ 
^ to cbfcure their underflandiqiSy you cannot be aftonifiied at 
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# &e oppoHtion you have met both from tyrants dnd fromflaTe& 
^ —The inftrument ufed againft you by each of thefe da&es, it 
*^ the fame ; for in the genealogy of human miferies, ignorance is 
" at once the parent of oppreffion, and the child of fubmilEon. 

^ The events of every day are proving^ that your caufe is 
*^ cherifhed by the people in all your continental vicinity -, that a 
*^ majority of each of thofc nations are your real friends, whofe 
^ governments have tutored them into apparent foes, and that 
** they only wait to be delivered by your arms from the dreaded 
** neceffity of fighting againft them« 

" The condition of Engliflimen is Icfs to be deplored — ^here 
^ die hand of oppreffion has not yet ventured completely to raviih 
^ the pen from us, nor openly to point the fwordat you. From 
^ bofoms burning with ardour in your caufe, we tender you our 
^^ warmeft wifhes for the full extent of its progrefs and fuccefs* 
^ It is indeed a (acred qiufe ; we cherifh it as the pledge of your 
^ hs^pinefs, our natural and neareft friends i and we rely upon it 
^< as the bond of £raternal union to the htmian race, in which union 
^ our own nation will furely be one of the firft to concur. 

** Our government has ftill the power, and perhaps the incli- 
^ nation, to employ hirelings to contradid us, but it is our 
*' real opinion, that we nowfpeak the ientiments of a great ma- 
" jority of Ae Englifli nation. — ^The people here are wearied 
^ widi impofture, and worn out with war; they have learned to 
« refle^ that both the one and the other are the offspring of un- 
^ natural combinations in fociety as relative to fyftems of go- 
^ vernment, not the refiilt of the natural temper of nations, as re-^ 
^ lative to each others ba^pinefs. 

** Go on, l^iflators, in the work of human bappincfs — the 
^ benefits will in part be Qurs» but the glory ihaU be all your 

* own. It is the reward of your perfeverance, it is the prize of 
^ virtue. . The Qarks of liberty preferved. in England for ages, 
^ like the corufcations of the northern Aurora, ierved but to ihew 

* 4c darkneis vifible io dw reft of Europe. The luftre of the 

* American republic, like an effulgent morning, arofe with in- 
^ coaifii^ vigour,, hut iliU too diftant to enlighten our hemif- 
^ phsre^ tilLdie ^lendour of die Trench revolution burft fordi 
. r; * ** upon 
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^ upon the nations, m the full fervour cf a meridian (u% and dff* 
•* played in the midft of the European world, die praftical rckUt 
** of principles which philofopbjr had fought in the fhade of fpe- 
* culation, and which experience muft every where confirm^ It 
•* difpcls the clouds of prejudice from all people, reveals the fe- 
•* crets of all defpotifin, and creates a new charaSer in man* 

" In this career of improvement, your example will be foatt 
^ followed^ for nations, rifing from their lethargy, will reclaim 
^ the rights of man with a voice which man cannot refift. 
" (Signed by Order of the Society) 

« SEMPILLj aaimun. 
** D. ADAM&y Secretary. 

« Rcfolved, That the thanks of tiiis fbciety be -grvcn to the 
« committee who prepared the above addrefs. 

^ Refolved, That Mr, Barlow and Mr. Froft be deputed by 
*« this fociety to prefent the addrefs of this focicty at the bar of the 
^ Natiaial Convention of France. 

" Refolved, That the thanks of this focietjt be given to Mr. 
** Barlow and Mr. Froft for accepting the above deputation. 

^ Refolved, That the faid addrefs be figned by the diairman 
^ and fecretary. 

" Refolved, that a fubfcription be opened in this (bciety, for 
** the purpofe of aflifting the efforts of France in Ae <^tfr of 
•* freedom. 

" Refolved, That the above refolution be publifiied in the 
" morning and evening papers. 

** Refolved, That an anfwer be retttmed by die fecretary^ to 
" the London Correfponding Society's letter, accompanied by % 
«' few copies of Mr. Paine*s Letters to the Frendi Pcopfc.** 

•* At a Meeting of the Society for Gonftitutional Information^ 
^ held at the Crovm and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday i6lh 
^ November, 1792, . . 

« PRESENT, 
« Mr. Bpfville in the Chair. 
^ Mr. Sharpe, Mr, Hull, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr^ Pearfon, Mr. 
" Frofl, Mr. Bonney, Mr« Moore^ Mr.' Jenaiug% Mr. Gc^. 

^^ raid, 
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* raid, Dr. Edwards, Mr. J. Williams, Mr. Barlow, Mr 
^ Banks, Mr. Sturch, Mr. Tooke, Mr. Bufh, jun. Mr. 
** Afpinal, Mr, Rae, Dr. Smith, Col Keating, Mr, ChatfidM, 
^ Mr. Martin, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Balmanno, Mr. PhiBips, 
** Mr. Sinclair, Mr. Parkinfon, Mr. Joyce, Mr, Grant, Mr. 
^ Tuffin, Mr. Margarot, Mr. Hardy, Mr. Milner, Mr, Watts, 
^ Mr, Bailey, Capt. Perry, Mr. Waiford, Mr. Sutton. 

^ Read a letter from Mr. Phillips, of Leicefter, requefting &A 
*' die particulars of this fociety might be fent him for the puipofc 
^ of eftablifliing a Conftitutional Society in that town. 

" Ordered, That the fecretary fend to Mr. Phillips fuch of tlic 
^ publications of this fociety, as he may think necefikiy fof d» 
^ purpofe mentioned in Mr. Phillips's letter. 



^ At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Informsclioi^ 
^ held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday yii 
^ December, 1792. 

« PRESENT, 
** Mr. Bryant in the Chair. 

^ Mr, John Martin, Col. Keating, Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mr. Bonncjr, 
« Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Satchell, Mr, Walfli, Mr, Delacour, Air. 
« G. Maltby, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. 
« Sturch, Mr. Richter, Mr. Sinclair, Mr. Chatfield, Mr. 
^ Holcroft, Mr. I, Williams, Mr. Kydd, Mr. Campbell^ 
« Mr. Watts, Mr. Cooper (Jefferys-Sq.) Rev. Dr. Towers, 
^ Mr. Balmanno, Dr, Smith, Mv. Bailey, Mr, Rae, Mr. 
^ Hardy, Mr. Joyce, Mr. White, J/ord Sempill, Mr. Lock- 
« hart. 
« Read a letter from Mr. Barlow and Mr. Froft, with the 

* addrefs to the National Convention of France, and the aiifwer 

* of the prefident. 

'** Ordered, That the feme be taken injo eoi)f}deration at fomc 

* fiiture mee{ing^»'* 



Mr. Thomas Maclean, J found thefe papers m t^c poflefHoa 
0f Mr, Adams. 

Mr. 



( 60 ) 

, Mr* Garrow. This is the letter referred to in die minute kft 
read. 

// was read. 

<* Citizens and Aflbciates, 

« We have executed your commiflion to the National Con- 
** vention of France, in a manner which we hope will meet your 
** approbation. A tranflation of the papers herewith inclofed^ 

• was yefterday prefented at the bar of the Convention^ and re- 

• ceived with univerlal applaufe. After which, the prefident 
<* gave us the kife of fraternity in behalf of the French nation, 
« which we returned in behalf of our fociety. The fcene was 
« truly interefting to every feeling of humanity, and drew tears 
•* from a crouded affembly. It gave rife to refleftions which' 
** can fcarcely be conceived by men in any other circumftance of 
^ life; it was the reconciliation of brothers, who had long been 
^ exdted to a mortal enmity by mifunderftanding and mutual 

• impofition. The wounds which had bled for ages were doied 
^ and forgot^ while the voice of nature decbred they fhould never 
*^ more be opened* The prefident pronounced a difcourfe in an- 
« fwer to our addrefs, which we likewife enclofe. 

« Parisy2(^hNov. 1792- *< JOEL BARLOW. 

^' JOHN FROST. 

. «* To the Sociefyfor Conjii" 

" iutional Information in 
^ London:' 



" Jt the Bar of the Conventions^ November 28. 
" Citizens of France, 

" We are deputed from the Society for Conjiitutional Informal 
tion in London^ to prefent to you their congratulations on the 
triumphs of libert}'. This fociety had laboured long in the 
caufe, with little profpeft of fuccefe, previous to the com- 
mencement of your revolution. Conceive then their exultations 
of gnatitude, when by the aftonifliing efforts of your nation, 
tfaey behold the reign of rcafon acquiring an cxtention and fo- 

^ lidity. 
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« lidity, which promife to reward the labours of all good menj 
** by (ecuring the happinefs of dieir fellow creatures, 

^ Innumerable ibcleties of a fimilar nature are now forming 
** in every part of England, Scotland, and Ireland. TTiey excite 
" a fpirit of univerfal enquiry into the complicated abufes of go- 
^ vemment, and the fimple means of reform. 

** After the example which France has given, the fcience of 
* revoluti(Mis will be rendered cafy, and the progrefs of reafoa 
•* will be rapid. It would not be ftrange, if, in a period far 
** Ihort of what we ihould venture to predi£t^ addrelTes of fe- 
^ licitation ihould crofs the feas to a National (invention in 
« England.** 

(Here filbzvt the Addrefs.) 

** We arc alfo tommiffioned to inform the Convention, that 
^ the fociety which we reprefent has fent to the foldiers of liberty 
^ a patriotic donation of one thou(and pair of ihoes, which are 
^ by this time arrived at Calais ; and the fociety will continue 
^ fending a thou&nd pair a week for at leaft fix weeks to come. 
^ We only wilb to know to whofe care they ought to be ad* 
" drefled- 

• Pariiy Nov. 28rA, 1792. «* JOEL BJRLOffT. 

« JOHN FROST:* 

" The Prefident's Anfwer. 
" Brave children of a nation which has given luftre to the two 

* worlds, and great examples to the univerfe j you have ad- 
^ drefTed us with fomediing more than good wiflies, fince the 

* condition of our warriors has excited your folicitude. The 
^ defenders of our liberty will one day be the fupporters of your 
^ own. You command our efteem, you will accept our gr^ti- 

* tade. The fons of liberty through die world will never forget 
' ^ dieir obligations to the Englifh nation. 

* The {hades of Pym, of Hamden, and of Sidney^ are hover- 
^ ing over your heads ; and die moment cannot be diftant, when 

* the peo(de of France will offer their congratulations to a Na- 
«.tkm4 Cooventioa an England* Too long has die torch of 
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• difcord enfiamcd the Englifli and the French ; while the ani* 
*• bition of kings, fomenting national averfions, compelled them 
^ to forgety that nature has produced none but brothers. 

" Your iflaiids, it is fald, were fevered from the continent by 
^ a great convTilfion of the globe; but liberty, eftabliflied on the 
^ two fhores of the narrow fea which divides us, will repair the 

* breach, and reftore the two nations to the harmony and friend- 
« fliip for which nature has defigued them. Reafon has be- 
"• gun her majcftic maichj flie can no longer be refifted in her 
•* couifc. ♦ 

*^ Generous republicans, your appearance in this place will 
^ form an epoch in the hiftory of mankind. Hiftory will con^ 
^ feerate the day, when, from a nation long regarded as a rival, 
^ and in the name of a great number of your fellow citizens, 

• you appeared in the midft of the reprefentatives of the people of 

* France, and ftie will not forget to recount, that our hearts ex- 

* panded at the fight. TeH the fociety which deputed you, and 
" affure your fellow citizens in general, that in your friends, the 
•* French, you have found men." 

TTje fillozuiTig Entries were read from the Books of the, Society 
for Conftitutional Information. 

'^ At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
•^ held at the Crown and Anchor-Tavern, Strand, Friday,, 
*^ December 14, 1792. 

<' PRESENT, 

" Mr. I. H. Tooke, in the chair. 
^ Mr. Chriftopher Hull, fome part of the time in the chair* 
^ Mr. W. Sharpe, Mr. Bonney, Mr. J. Martin, Mr. Bal* 
'«- manno, jun. Mr. G. Maltby, Mr. Kydd, Mr. Chatfield, 
«*- Lord Sempill, Mr. Moore, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Tuffin,^ 
*^ Mr. Hardy, Mr. Reader, Mr. Satchell, Mr. Banks^ Mr. 
^ Sturch, Mr. Lockhart, Mr. Rutt, Mr. B. Cooper, Mr* • 
^ Chalk, Mr. Margarot, Mr. Rae, Mr. Fitzgerald, Colonel 
«* Keating, Mr. G. Watts, Mr. Williams,^ Mr. Campbell, 
•* Mr. Jennings, Mr. Sinckir. 

• .^ Read a printed addrefs from A^Uncheftsr* « > 

S . « Refolved, 
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• Refdrccl, Thatt the faid addrefe be approved for publifhinj 
•* in tlie newfpapers. 

^ A motion wa9 made and feconded, that the 20th law of this 
^ Society be fui^nxled on this occafloni whidi motion was car*- 
^ ried in the affirmative. 

^ Refolded, Thatthe faidaddrefs be printed in the newfpapers. 

^ Refolved^ That one hundred thoufand copies of die Csune be 
• printed by this fociety, and diftributed to their correlpondents 
" in Great-Britain and Ireland. 

^ Relblved, That the faid refolutions be figned by the chair- 
^ man and fecretary. 

^ Read a letter from the Society of Friends of Liberty and 
^ Equality, fitting at Laon, capital of the department DTAilhc, 
" to the patriotic fociety of London, named the Society for 
^ Conftitutional Information. 

« Refolved, That the laid letter be referred to the committee 
^ of correlpondence." 

Afr. Madean. I found thefe three papers in the houfe of Mr« 

Adams. 

William HuJkiJfoHy Efq, (fwom) ; Examined by Mr. Garrcw. 

j^ You refided, I believe, for a confiderable time in France ? 

A I did. 

^ You are well acquainted with the French language ? 

jim I am. 

Mr, HuJkiJJon deEvered into Court Englijh tranjlations of the 

thru Utters produced by Maclearu 

They were read. 

" Apt, the I'jth December^ 

« Firft Tear of the French Republic. 

¥ The Popular and Republican Society of Apt, Department of the 

• Mouths of the Rhone, to the Popular Societyy fitting at 

^ London. 

« LIVE FREE, or DIE I 

^ Citizens, Brethrek, and Friends, 

^ When two great nations, acquainted with their rights, ap- 

* proximated by their commercial connexions and dieir natural 

^ iituation, formed to lore and to ad in concert with each odier. 
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% b^in to frame fte glorious projeSt of uniting themfelves for ^ 
^ regeneration of the human race, one may then fey with ttafon,' 

* diat Kings are ripe and ready to fiUL 

** How glorious will it be for France and England to fitve 
•* formed alone a confederacy deftruftive of tyrants, and to have 
<* purchafed, at the price of their blood, the Liberty of Europe-* 
« we may fey more, of the whole Univerfe. 

* Courage, Brethren and Friends. It is for you to follow 
<^ us in the glorious and hazardous career of the Revolution (rf* 
« die World. Can ye, any longer, groan under the yoke of g 
•« government, that has nothing of liberty but the name i For,' 
« although your land was inhabited before others by freeroeoi 
« can ye, without illufion, confider your goveqimcnt as fuch ? 

*^ Will ye content yourfelves with a partial freedom ? Will 
^ the Englifh be fatisiied with principles ? Will that bold nation* 
« that has produced philofophers the moft profound, and dtst 
^ iirft of all perceived the fparkling rays of reafon, remain a 
«* fpefiatrix in fo noble a caufe. 

" No, Brethren and Friends, no f you will foon life yom> 
*^ felves up againft that perfidious Court of St. James's, whofe 
•* infernal policy, like to that which found its tomb in the Thuil- 
" leries, has made fo many viftims in our two nations, and does 
" difunite tiiem perpetually, to rule over them. 

^ Your love for liberty, has fixed your attention upon th© 
•* wants of our defenders ; your generofity toward them is % 
" title to the acknowledgements of the Republic. We arc im- 
" patient to furnifli you the fame advantages. The popular 
•' focieties of France defire ardently the epoch that fhall permit 
^ them to addrefs their vows to the National Aflembly of Great- 
•• Britain, and to offer to the foldiers of the liberty of youj 
•• nation, arms, bayonets, and pikes» 

^ The members compofing the committee of correfpondencf . ' 

" AUSBLME " RaSPAUD, • 

** AuBOR, " Sebret, 

" Abuise, *' Perrin Aglean/' 

"Vuuj, 

• To the Citizens compofing the Confiitutional 

** Society^ fitting at London.'* 



nr^ 
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* The Societj if thi Friends of Liberty end EptaUtyj fitting at 
^ Ladn, the bead of the department of the Ailhe, to thefa* 
•* triotic focietj ^London, ealled the Society for ConfHtutional 
^ Information. 

^ C&NERovs Republicans, 

* The philantbroplc gift that you have prefented to Ae war-* 

* riors of France, announces, with energy, the great intereft 

* diat you take in the.facred caiife which they are clefending. 

• Accept th^ thanks of a fociety that does honour to itfelf in 
^ efteeming you* 

** The time, perhaps, is not far diftant, when the foldiers of 

* our liberty ttlall be able to tcftify Aeir gratitude to you. 
^ Then their arms, their blood itfelf, fhall be at the fervice of 

* an your felIow:-citizens, -who, like you, acknowledge no rights 
^ but the Rights of Man. Then France and England fliall 

* forai together a treaty of union as lairing as die courfe of the 
** Seine and the Thames. Then there, as here, there fhall exift 
** no odier reign but diat of Liberty, Equality, and Friendfhip. 
^ May diis day of felicity and glory foon fliine upon the horizoa 
\ of two nations^ formed to admire each other. 

^ id December^ 1792. Ftrji Tear of the Frencb R^puhlic* 

^ The members compofing die tommittee of correfpoadencc; 

^ Hamaidcs, Bawdry, Demokciaux,*' 

The Envelope is direfted " To the patriotic fociet^f of 
« London^ called the Society for Conjlitutionai 
^ Information^ at London^ England** * 



« fir^ Tear of the French Republic^ 6tb December^ 1794* 

* The Society of ibe Friends of Liberty and Equality^ eftablifhed 
^ at Macon, department of the Saone and Loire, to the Gon*^ 
^Jiitutional Society ofLondotu 

* Yes, Citizens, our BredireA and Friends, die todi of 
^ Aiigttiir, 1791, fluJl be dlflinguifhed in th^ flimab o(f tht 

• world as the day of d^c triumph of Liberty, 

VouIL F ^Om^ 
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•* Our firft RffTolution did but fljew to us the falutary pnn4 
" ciples of the imprefcriptible Rights of Man : All, except the 
^ unpriiKipled and die enemies of humanity, adopted them with 
" enthufiafm. It was then that we formed ourfelves into a 
" fociety, in order the better to imprefs them upon ouri^lves, 
** and afterwards, to teach them to our fellow-citizens. 

^ Our firrf cbnffitution had confecfated tfiem, but had no^ 

* always taken tficm for its bale. The dcnninion of the paAon% 
« . the force of habit, the impref&on of prejudices, and the power 
^* of the intrigues employed in' our conftituent afTembly, found 
** the fecret to preferve fufficient authority to our tyrants^ to 
^* extinguifh^ at fome time> the facred rights of nature, and to 

* re-eftablifh defpOtifm on Tts tfirone of iron. 

« But Royalty, thus preferved^ was not Content with the 
^ viftory fliat Jiad fecured to ft the greateft number of the 
^^ corrupt perfons who furrounded it. It was impatient to reagr 
" the fruits that it appeared to promife itfelf. But its too great 
" cagerneis has flattened its ruin> and fecured the triumph of 
^^ reafon. 

" The French, proud of their new* exiff ence, (pon perceiveJ 
^ the fault of their firft legiflators, became fenfible of the imper— 
*' feffion of its fitft laws — ^fiiw tfiat they ftiade a fiirrender of tlie 
". jFighte of liberty and equality which diey had embraced, the)r 
^^ roufed themfelves anew to demand, at lengthy laws impartial' 
^ and humane. 

" From ihence the ncceflary.day of the tenth ofAugufl 1792-r. 
" From thence a fecond Revolution, but a Revolution which i^ 
** only the completion of the firfl^, which has received our vow» 
" and our oaths, and which we wiH blefs for ever, if it leads us^ 
" as we hope it will, to the happinefs of the nation, to the con-' 
*^ ftarit mainterlance of fifeerty and equality. 

** Let intriguers, tools,* and tyrants calumniate us ; we defpiil^ 
** them too mtfch to condefcend to anfwer them, and feck'for 
" their efteem. 

"That 'which flatters us, is, the intereft that you takif ii»: 
^ our labours^ your attention ta contribute to the fuccefe (^ 
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•* our arms ; we defire your efteem, we are proud of yotur- 
^ approbation. . , 

" We finile at the expreflion of the fentimcnts that you manu* 
*« fefted to our reprefentatives : we behold a nation of brethrjen* 
^ rouie itfelf to fupport the caufe of humanity : we behold the 
^ brave Englifh adopt out principles, become our friends ; we 
^ fay to ourfelves with pleafure, ibon will they b^ome our allies, 
^ and, uniting our efFoits, we (hall go on to deliver the Univerfe 

* fixHn the yoke of tjn-ants — to reftore the nations to reafon and 

• nature. 

^ That day is not far diftant, if we may rely on our own 
^ courage, and the hope of your alliance* 
^ In die mean time receive our thanks, and correfpond with 

♦ brethren who fet a high value upon your efteem* 

(Signed) ^ LAVE N I E^ the younger^ Pnfident. 
« J. B. REPET^ Secretary to the Society. 
^ DESSAUy Secretary:* 
(In Englifh in the original;) 
^ To the Prejident of the Society called the Society for Con^ 
^.Jliiutiottal Information^ (by way of Calais) London.** 



Thomas Wood (fworn) 
Examined by Mr. Garrow. 

^ Do you know Mr* Froft's hand-^writing ? 
J. Yes ; I have feen him write very often. 
^ Look at diat paper, and tell me whether you believe it to 
l)e Mr, Froft's hand^writing ? 
A. Yes— I haVe no doubt about its being his hand-writing, r 

« My Dear Sir, ** Paris^ Sept. 20thj 1791. 

* We arrived fiife at this place yefterday to dinner ; and, hav- 
** ii^ met with no interruption on our journey, by night or by 
" day, fincc we left Dover, except delay at Abbeville, Amicus, 

* Clermont, and for want of horfcs, which. the emigrants have 

* wore out- Paris is now quiet, though it was illuminated, and 

* the guards under arms from an apprehenfion of the people 

* ' F 2 *' vifiuu'^ 
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^ Vifi^ng die Temple to deftroy Louis and Kis wife r dw lattef 
^ bnVes ity and will to the laft; the former is inieiifible to hi# 
^ tdK, The nig^ however, pafled over in fiknce^ and diis 
^ evening the Convention will meet^ and the National AtEsmbly 
tt take dieir leave. About three hundred of the prefent Aileniblf 

* are returned to the Convention } the reft retire with execra- 
'^ tion^ Mr.! Paine made his appeaiance in the National Aflembly 
^ laft night) which excited great curiofity among both men and 

* women, and occafioned no imafl interruption^ The firft whd 
^ embraced him was Cambon, who laft night made a moft excellent 
^ rpeedi on the fubje&ofthe jewels, plate,&c. found in the churchesy 
^ &c. in order to have them melted, as hitherto moft infamous uit 

* had been made of thenif by pawning them lo the Jews^ &c« to 
<^ raife money for the emigrants. This motitiin was become At 
^ more neceiTary) as, a jfew nights ago^ that is, on the morning of 
". TueiHay, 40 men armed, entered the Thuilkries, and carried off 
^^ 50 millions of livres* The gates of Paris have been (hut, and 
'^ a iearch made : more than a million has been found* Thf 
^ treachery of Louis is fo great, that the indignation of die people 
^ cannot be wondered atr He has anticipate j the civil lift a year 
«f and a half, and mortgaged his domains for fix years* The 
<' bankers, and pthers who have advanced the money, will he 
^ ruined^ Byde is gone* I will inform myfelf, between thi0 
<< and Monday, of every thing that is paifing, and by that pdft 
^ fend you a particular account of the lodi, the truth of which It 
^ not yet known in Ei^land, or, if known, concealed or xxuC^ 
^ reprefented to blacken the Revolution« Widiout the afiair of 

^ «* the roth, liberty was over^ I am forry tolearn that the coaiuiQi 
^ of your friend Gen. M — ^ k not well ^x^en of* He wa^ 
^ in the Thuilkries all night of the 9di> and he and Captaifs 
^ Sampibn left about eight o'clock ia the morning ; and there i^ 
^ na doubt but he regulated die tcoopSy and difpo£ed then ii^ 
^ order to attack. His c(Midu& was winked at, out of idpefifc 
<^ to the Englifli. He is now with Dtunouriei's army, whi^ i^ 
^*^ 8c,ooo ftrong ; and it is expe£led that an account wiU ar--^ 
^ rive this day of an engagement between him and the Plruffianp^ 
^ as General Kellerman had, by a forced marchf 9ver the bioui»-^ 
5 !t tm0m^ 
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^ tainS) joined him when he laft wrote; within nine miles of 
^ which, the Pruflians being informed of his approach, siade 
^ an attack before the j\xn£kion^ and was reptdfed. There air 

* 500,000 troops now upon the frontiers. The language of die 

« King of P is changed from that of threats to foothing; 

^ and he has artfully endeavoured to perfuade the troops, that, as 
^ they are unable to defend themfelves, and are betrayed by their 

* generals, they had better lay down their arms. Few Pruffian 
^ deferters have come over; but a great number of AuftrianB 

* have entered. I have this moment read a letter from General 
** Money, who ^xpeits every moment tile attack of the Pruffians. 
** They have been joined by a great body of Brabanters, who 
^ bave all along fought with uncommon bravery* The poft ia 

* going out» and compels me to haften to a concluiton. We 
'^ dine to-day with Pethion. Paine has entered his name on the 
^ Roil of Parliament, and went through the forms of office with 
^ a great deal of non chalance. We are well lodged, and, be^ 
** fides our bed«rooms, have an entertaining room for Members 
'^ CD be ibewn into : feveral have called this morning. We are 
*^ to give 10 livres a day* The Qerk of Parliament has this 
^ moment been here — Mr. Rofe, a relation of the notorious 
^ George Roie. I have nothing more to add, but that Mr. 

* Paine is in good ^irits ; and indeed the flattering reception 
' be has met with all through France, could not ^ of it. It 
' h more than I defcribe. I believe he is rather fatigued 
-"with die kiffing. Pediion ftill retains his popularity. Ro* 
^ bcrfpierre has boen attacked in the Primary Afiembly, and told 

* that be was the moft dangerous man in France, and that 

* I good citixeo ought to blow his brains out. The £nglifli^ 

* I underftand, fbewed great pufillanimity. Tell Vaughan, his 

* friend Lo(h v^as, for three or four days before he left the 
^ botd, very uneaiy, and diought he Ibould never fee England 
" again. Mr, Watt is here, and very ciyi^. " What is becooM^ 

* of Dr, Maxwell ?" is the cry. 

** AivPaysyow's, 
AddrcOcd « John Home Toah, Bfrr •* 7. P'' 

F3 Mtm 



Mr, G arrow. Now I will give fome account of what 1 
tranfaftions of the lOth of Auguft were, which are ftate 
neceffary to liberty. 

Mr, GarreWy to Mr, Hujkijfon. Was you In Paris on 
joth of Auguft, 1792. 

A, Yes, I was. 

^. I believe pu refided in the houfe of the Britifh i 
baflador, Lord Gower ? 

A, I did. 

^. Had you been in Paris any time previous to the |0t 
Auguft ? 

A. From the month of July, 1790. 

^. Be ft) good as to ftate fliortTy, what the fafts were, w 
are defcribed as the tranfaftions of the ipth of Auguft, as 
relate to tranfaftions at Paris and Verfailles, as they fell u 
your obfervation. 

A, On the lOth of Auguft, I had an opportunity of 
ferving very little, as I did not go out during the cohteft 
took place in the courfe of that morning. 

^. What was the nature of that which you defcribe as a 
teft, which Kept you at home ? 

A, I heard a firing, and I faw fmoke. I faw afterwards i 
of the out-buildings on fire at the Palace j and I faw pc 
running with their arms towards that part of the town. 
• ^ What did you find had occafioned the firing — from y 
had It proceeded, the firing of arms, and the firing the bi 
ings? 
W A The firing of arms, I underftood, proceeded from pei 
who wiflied to enter the Palace, and alfo from thofe who 
^fed their entrance, 

^. Was the Palace, at that time, the refidenc^ of the I 
and his femily. 

A, I believe it was, 

J^. C^n you tiefcribe any other tranfaftions of that day, w 
irame within your knowledge at the moment, or that c 
yi'x^xxi your obfervation afterw4fds, 
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\4. I faW) in the evening of th^t day, the Governor of the 
Palace, who came to my lodgings to fhelter himfelf; and he 
4efcribed to me ' . »■■ 

^. In point of .fa£l, the Governor of the Palace took fhelter 
.%t your houfe. 

A, He did. I went out in the e^enix^fg^ about n^ine o'clock^ 
and I attempted ■ 

Mr. Garrow. I fubmit to your Lordfliip, that wTiat the 
Crovemor of the Palace (aid at the time of taking fhelter at tha 
houfe of this Englifh gentleman, is evidence. 
^ Lgrd QnefJuJHce Eyn^ Do not. 1^ us go into every far- 
bicular of a tranfadion at that diftance. 

Mr. Baron Hotbanu It is aiji hiftory that is pretty publicly 
jfinowu. 

Mr. Garrow^ Yq!\x was faying Aat you went out in the 
pvening. 

A, Yes, about nine o'clock. I did not fee any thing worth 
Tnentioning. I went towards the bridge that leads to the Palsuce, 
-vAiQfe I was flopped by fome centinels from approaching nearer. 
I bw the out-buildings of the Palace were then burnings 

Lord Chi€f Jujiice Eyre. The whole pf it is, th^ )there was a 
|great tumult, a great daughter, and that )he King and his h^ 
inily fheltered themfelves at the Convention, and were not 
leftored to their liberty afterwards. 
. Mr. Garrow. Jufl fo-^-we are perfe6Uy contcjit to take it fo. 

Mr. HuJktffoTL Every body kn^ii^s that^ 

Mr. Garrow. I believe every body knows, eaxrepf the Jury^ 

Mr. Attorney General I propofe to read two letters, found in 
Ac poffeffion of Mr. Home Tooke, and draughts of two lette(^ 
in Mr- Tooke's hand- writing. 

Mr.mUiamJVoodfalL 
Examined by Mr. Attorney General. 
^ Do you know in whofe hand- writing that paper is ? 
A. I think it, by die charafter, to be Mr. Tooke's. 
^. Have you feen him write ? 

- A. I have, aad believe it to be his, though I did not fee him 
trite it 

fi Look 
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J^ Lmkat&i&papjeri 

^. The £uiie hand^writMg. «. 

Jamis Tb9rnt&n {twotru^ " 
Examined by Afr. GarrotO. 
J^. ]L6ok at thcf four papers— fee if you find your iiarac tipQC 
flicfe, and whether you feized thefe ? 
J. Upon thcfe two only. 

3iA» thimffat (fwom.) Examined by Mr* Garrawi 
^ ArepuoncofhisMajefty'sMcflengcrs? 

^ No J I am Gierke the PuHioOfficc in LambetS-fccet 
White^hapel, 

^ Were you prefent when thefe papers wfere-found ? • 

A Yes ; they were found at Mr, Home Tooke's houfe a 
Wimbledon, 

J^. Was that after Mr, Tooke was taken into cuftody ? 

A Yes, it ?^. 

J^. -Where were diey foUnd ? 

A Some were found in bureaus, and fome in other placet* 

^ Who were prefent when they were found ? 

J. Mr, Froft and Mr* Vaughan, 

^ Did they attend as friends of Mr, Tooke ? 

J. They did, 

^ You got the keys, and you found thefe papers ? 

A* Thefe two papers (the two not fpoken to by Mr, Thon 
ton) are m^ked by me, as found in the houfe of Mr. Tooke, 

[Mr, Hujki£kn diliv^red into CUurtj BngUJb tranjiationt of h 

frcnch f^atirt^ 

. II — iP n II I . 

Prafi $f^ Ifetterfrom Mr^ Tooke to the JlSi^or of Parity ' 
in Mr^ TookeU Hand-writing. 

^ You mre in 1)0 want of friends if^ £i\gbfi4, who au-dei^t 
•« wifli te be ufeful tq French Liberty. 3ut we wifli toknp 
^ fomt one of your ^iends^ who refides ia Ifi^i^hwlMn jpi 
^ have an intire cQnfi4ence» 9^ to i/rbota/wp may give .^ 
^ |iKmc^)Ui0ieiCtm4u:ethat itwiUb^x^ 

•< dela 
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ilelay, and without fraud. Mr« FroA, to vftaim I flntruft du« 
kttecy is going to fet out immediately widi Mr* Paine, for 
Paris, and allows me no time for ceremony, if it were ncceflary. 
I requeft you to fend me the name of fome Frenchman, in 
London -, Merchant, or other, for the pur(x>fe above mentionedi' 
We can now begin the public contribution towards our pa^ 
triotic gift with ^.looo fterling ; and I have no doubt but it 
will amount in time to feveral thou(ands« 
^ If you confider this ftep in the lame point of view that 
we do, you will fee in it much ufe to ^ common caufe of 
England and France. I entreat you ,to give me your fentiw 
ments on the fubje£l, and to point out to me the means bjr 
which I may be ufefiil to you. 

*« 7. HORNE TOOKE:* 
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<* Brothers and Friends, 

** Liberty is a bond which ought to unite all men, and whicl^ 

will one day unite all nations. Thefe arc preparing thofe great 

revolutions which diiTeminate ui^ul truths. Thus the philo- 

** fophical focieties make all defpots tremble. You hayc the 

•• glorious advantage of deferving the hatred of your governraejit. 

** The league of tyrants will never be able to refift the power 

** of reaibn. Continue your precious bbours-^-employ your*- 

* felves in the enfranchifement and the happinefs of the human 

* race. You will find in the French, wortliy fellow labourers, — 

•* Honoured by the fentiments which you cxprefs for me, xtf. 

** ceive the aiTurances of my lively gratitude, 

" Your fellow Citizen, 

^ PETIONr 

* ith O^oher^firft year ofihe French RepiihUc. 

* Society of the Friends of the Revolution." 



« Paris^ thefirfi of Oaoher^ 1792, 

** the Jirjl year of the French RepuUh,^ 
• I htve fftctsved. Sir, the letter which you hfive done me the 
^•IttDdiir of sddrefBng to me of the 13th ult. in which you 
'^•fliiMMef»fii^ ^ wr a^e iii|M>want ttf friends in England, 
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^ who arifchtly wifli to be ufeful to the French Uherffi ar 
^ li\at.it wcnild be. necefiary that I fhould poin^^out-to jo 
^ fome perfon refident in London, intitled to full confidenc 
^.aijd to whcSn jrou might remit, in full fafety, the funds n 
*' fultii^ from the .patriotic gift which your countrymen ai 
^ willing to contribute. You cannot, Sir, doubt of my c^ej 
¥ nefs to. (econd views fo ufeful, ^rfiich will for ever merit ck 
*^ gratitude, will rivet the links of fraternity between us, ar 
^ muft produce ^e greateft advanjages to England and Franc 
^ I £baU hajre die. honour. Sir, offending you, without dela; 
^ the nanie of the perfon in whofe hands you may place tl 
♦* funds which you deftine to the fupport of a caufe whid 
H ii> truth^ is that of all people who cherifh liberty. 
** For the Mayor of Paris, 

^^BONCHER RENE, Of^munlcipu 
•* Received at Wimbledon, Wednefday, Oft. 9." 
Jndorfed" \ft O£toher^ ^79^' — ^^^y of Lf€tter from Pethjfn ; 

** Mr. President, 
** Thirty years ago I travelled in France, when ihe vn 
•* cnflave;d. I received a thoufand civilities, and I was chagrinc 
** at her (Jeftiny. I now come tp acquit myfelf of a fmall pa 
•* of my former <J^bt to France, in a ftate of freedom. I entre; 
^* her to accept thefe 4000 livres, and to apply them to ti 
** cxpences of the war againft all the tyrants who have dared, c 
** fhall dare, to attempt againft her liberty, without exceptin 
*' ^y one, were it even of my own country. As to the del 
*' of honour newly cpntrafted as a French citizen, it will be th 
•* objeft of the reft of my life to acquit myfelf of it ^^hfull 
^^ and with zeal." 

Jndorfcd " Dr^ft of an Addrefs to the Preftdent of the Frenc 
^ Convention^ in Mr. Tooh's own hand-writing.'* 



Mr. Att9rney General. I now propofe to read foipe entrie 
from the books of tb^ Societjj; (or Cpnflitutional «Infay[iq9^] 

whic 
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I -ijiAich relate to the fpeeches of Roland, St. Anilrc, sflid Barrere, 
mentioned in thofe refolutions, the fubftance of which I ftated 
to your Lordfhips and the Jury, yefterday. 

TTI^ey were read. 
« At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
^ held at the Crown and Anchor, Strand, Friday, i8th, Janu< 
f m 1793. 

^ PRESENT, 
*^ Lord Sempill in the Chair. 
« Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mr. Symonds, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Bon- 
" ney, Mr. Rutt, Mr. John Martin, Captain T. Harwood, 
« Count Zenobio, Mr. Bryant, Mr. J. Williams, Mr. Wills, 
jf Mr. Chatfield, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Reader, Mr. G. William?, 
« Mr. Holcroft, Mr. B. Cooper, 

« Refolved, 
" That Citizen St. Andre, a member of the National Con- 
" vention of France, being confidered by us as one of the moft 
*^ judicious and enlightened friends, of human Liberty, be ad-. 
^ mitted an aflbciated Honorary Member of this Society, 

Refolved, 
• ^ That the faid Refolution be publifhed in the papers. 



« At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
f' held at the Crown and A^nchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 25th, 

.^Mm^i ?7.93- 

P|IESENT, 

Mr. Jennings in the Chair. 

P Lord- Sempill, Capt. Tooke Harwood, Mr. Bonney, Mr. W, 

" Sharp, Mr. Symonds, Mr. Hull, Mr. Bryant, Mr. John 

« Martin, Mr. H. Jooke, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. TurnbuU, 

" Mr. J. Williams, Mr. Wardle, Mr. Satchell, Mr. Starch, 

^' Hr. Kydd, Mr. Bailey, Mr. Clialk, Mr. Margarot, Mr. 

*« Hardy, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. WKite, M^. 

"Chatfield. 

« Refolved, 

f» That Citiajen Barrcre, a member of the Natjpnal Conve^tian 
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^ of Fntneey being confidered )>y 9s as one of the moft juiidoL 
^ and enUghtem^d friends, of human Liberty, be admitted a 
** afibciated honorary member of this Society, 

*' Refolved, That the iaid Refdution be publifhed in tb 
•* News-papers. 

*^ Refolved, That Citizen Roland, being alfo confidereJ h 
^ us as one of the moft judicious and enlightened friends ofhu 
*^ man Liberty, be admitted an afibciat/ed honorary member • 
«* this Society^ 

•* Refolved, That the laid Refolution be publifhed in the new 
^ papers." ____...«^.__^__ 

•* At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Informatioj 

«* held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, ift.< 

« February, lyq^^ 

PRESENT, 

Mr. Fitzgerald in the Chair. 

« Mr. L H. Tooke, Mr. Wills, Mr, Cooper, (Manchcflei 
** Lord Sempill, Dr. Kentifb, Mr. Tuffin, Mr, Hull, M: 
« John Martin, Mr. Balmanno, Mr. Banks, Mr. Jenning^ 
«* Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Bailey, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Miller, M: 
« G. Williams, Mr. Parkinfon, Mr. Wardle, Mfi I 
*' Cooper, Capt. T. Harwood. 
" Ready if Circular Letter from the Sheffield Society far Conjfl 

** tntional Information, 
^ Refolved, That a Committee be appcwnted to report an anfwei 
** Refolved, That Mr, Tooke, Lord SempiJl, Mr« Helcrof 

** Mr, Tuffin, Mr, FitEgerald, Mr, Cooper, (Mancheftei 

'* Dr. Kentifli, and Capt. Harwood, be the Committee, 

" Refolved, That thefaid Committee, meet at half paft thrc 

" o'clock on Friday next, at this place, 
^* Refolved, That the fpeeches of Citiaen St, Andre, andCid 

^* zenParrere, (afibciated Honorary members of this Society) a 

" given ir> the Gazette Nationale ou Moniteur Untverfelle, c 

^ Paris, Qii the 4th, 6th, and yth, of January I793> ^^ infeh© 

^ in the books of this Society. 
« Refolved, That the faid Refolution be pubBlhed in th 

" Ncw8-paper$, 
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Mr. Garrom in Mr. Hujktfotu During your re&dence iif 
Sari% aiid after you came to this countcj, was you in the habit of 
feeing the [nper called the Moniteur Univerfelle. 
Am Iwas. 

^ Look at thefe printed papers and fay, whether from dieir 
ijfpearance you take themi to be the French papers of thofs dates. 

J. They have every tppef ni*Ke of being fimilar to thofe wfaidi 
I took in» while at Paris, aiid afterwards in London. 

Jofifph Dihoffe (Sworn.) 
Examined by Mr. Garrow. 

^ You are I underfhind a Boekfeller* 

/ Yes, 

^ Where is your fhop ! 

/ In Gerrard^ftreet Soho. 

^ Your (hop was chiefly employed in felling foreign puWlca- 
tiom I bdieire ? 

A. Yes, and not only foreign publications, but ^ forts of workt, 
andastodieiiews-papers which I fold, they were the fame diat 
came tbough the channel of the poft office, and by ocfaerS4 

Jj. Yott fold French news-papcr&^ 

4 Yes. 

i^. And tfaefe French news-papers came by the diannd, of 
flie pot from France, and by the channel of private convey^ 
uce. 

A Grett part of them came from Paris, by ^Packet, diea 
te 10 Millet and FeAor, and then forwarded by the mail coach. 
lncei?edno papers, but what were duly opened ai the CuStom 
Hwfc at Dover? 

^ You are a native of France, I percpive! 

A No, I beg your pardon, I am a native of Switzerland* 
. ^ You are acquainted with' the French language^. 

A, Yes. . 

^ You probably have had many thoufand French news-papers 
t*&4rough your hand? ? 

^ I have. 

^ Whether you arc -acquainted with tbirt paper dieNationale 
G^xntc, or Univcrfdle Moniteur ?• 

^Per^ 
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A Perfe£dy well j I have had a great many of diem. 

J^. Did you ever know of any of thefe French papers with & 
French titles, and in that fliape, reprinted in Englandii 

jf. I have never known it. 

j^. From the paper, from the tjrpe, and from the general a{K< 
pcarance of thefe papers which you hold in your hand, compare 
ing them widi the recolledHon of thofe which pafTed through jrour 
hand, in -the way of your trade, do you believe thefe to bedw 
French Moniteur, publiflied in France, and conveyed to this 
Country, in the way you have ftated ? 

jfi, Perfedly fo, and mere thanthatf diere are niany eonne^ons 
in London, through which the veracity of this, might be com* 
pared. 

^ We ate not permitted to compare them with others ; is4at 
JFrench paper, and is it printed with French types ! 

J. It is the real Paris paper, printed in Paris by Mr. Pibc- 
wood, who is the proprietor of it. I have received them imme- 
diately from Mr. Pilnewood's own hands. 

Mr. Attorney General. Then I offer to your Lordibip Ae evi- 
dence of thefe three papers, one dated the 4th, another the 6diyaixl 
another the 7 th of January, 1793, upon the evidence now g^eih 
which contain fpeeches of Citizen St. Andre, and Citizen Bancf^ 
. Mr,,ErJktne. If your Lordfhip thinks thefe papers may b« 
taken as evidence, I have nointereft in difputing it, I only wifll 
to have the fan£tion of the Court ; I am not anxious 2d>out it.. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre, I think it is a reaibaable evjdencf 
.of their being what they are defcribed. 

Mr, Hujkljfon delivered into Court EngUJh Tranfationt ^ 
Extra^s from the f aid Papers, 

Mr. Erfkine, Is there the whole of it ? 
Mr. Attorney General. No; only extra6is. 
Mr. Hujkijfon, The reading the \k4iole would tafce up.fi*!^ 
two hours. 

The ExtraSfs read. 
^ Extraft from the fpeech of Jean- Fon St. Aftdre, taken frori 
" the Moniteur of the 4th of January, 1793- 

^ Translation 



( 7^ ) 
" Translation'. 

^ If you have to decide on the fate of Louis, it is becaufe 
^ j-oU are a Revolutionary Aflembly, created by the French 
^ Nation, in a ftate of infurredion/' 



ns 
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" Extracts from the fpecch of Barrere, taken fropi the Moni* 
* teurs of the 6th andjth of January, 1793. 

•* Trai^slation. 

^ The queftion (ubmicted to your deliberation is of the 
^ higheft importance to puMic order, of the greateft difficulty 
^ in Legiflation ; of the titmoft delicacy in Politics, abfolutely 
^ neceflary to Liberty, and connefted with whatever is held moft 
" ficred by the nation. — The calmnefs which has prevailed in 
** die deliberiations, for fome days paft, forbodes that it will fee 
^ decided according to juftice and reafon. — It w3f not' elcape 
^ Wftory, this contfaft between Kings, who often, amidft the 
" diffipation of Courts, figni^d profcri prions, or the death warrant, 
" of a thou&nd Citizens; and the rcprefentatives of the people, 

* who deliberate with wifdom and caution on the punifhment of 
^ a fmgle Defpot.—- It is the deftiny of Kings to be the occafion 

* of the calamities of the people, whether they remain on their 

* itrantSj^Cfr whether they are precipitated from them." 



" The people of Paris, by making an holy infurrecUon 
" agamft him, (the King) on the loth of Auguft, deprived him 

" of his charafter of Inviolability. The people of the other 

" Departments- 'applauded this infurreclion, and adopted the rer 

" fult of it. — The. people have, therefore, already intcrpofed to 

^ deftroy the Royal Inviolability. — Louis was inverted by tlie 

" tacit confcnt of the people, with a Conftitutional InvioLibility ; 

*■ dieir tacit confent has deprived him of the fame, and is there- 

" fore as lawful as the grant of it. — The Inviolability of the 

^ King cannot be abfolute; it is only relative, and for the end 

" of maintaining the Independence of the ConrtitutcJ Au- 

" thoriues." , 

5^ Ta^ 



f So ) 

* The People is the 55overrign. 

«* A Convention differs from a Legiflature in this rel{)eftt 
^ a Legiflature is only a fpecies of fuperintcn&ig Magiftracy 5 
* a Moderator of ^ Powers of Government: a Convendon^ 
•* on the contrary, is a reprefentation of the Sovereign.— The 
^ Members of the Legifiative Aflemhly a£ted, in Auguft, upon 
^ thefe principles; and they declared^ in dieir account of their 
^ motives for calling a National Convendon, that they fitw but 
•* one meafure which could fave France^ namely, to have re- 
^ courts .to the fupreme will of the people^ and to invite the 
1^ people to exercife immediately that inalienable right of So* 
^ vcrdgnty^ which the Conftitution had acknowledged^ and 
« which it could not fubjeft to any reftriftion*— The public 
'^ intereft required, that the will of the people fhould be nuuii- 
<< fefted in the opinion of a National Conventioni formed of 
5^ reprefentatives, invefted by the people vnth unlimited powers 
.^ The will of the people is manifefted by the opinioa of this 
** Convention, — The Convention being aflembled, is itielf dutt 
^ Sovereign Will which ought to prevail,— It would be con- 
*^ trary to every principle, if the expreffion of the general will 
*' did not refide in the Convention alone. 

** You are the Reprefentatives of the Kation, which relict 
" upon you for taking every meafure of public (afety^noceflitfy 
^ to eflablifh and fccure Liberty, and to protcribe tyranny» 
^ againft which the nation has formed an holy infurre<%otu 

^ It is Defpotiiin when, in the ordinary and pennaneiit 
** eftabirfhment of a Government, there is no (eparadan o( 
<« powers. — But is it not the very effencc of a Conftituent Bodf 
^ to concentre, for the time being, all authority ?— -Is it noC the 
^ very nature of a National Convention to be the temporary 
*' image of the nation ; to unite, in itfelf, all the powers of Go- 
** vernment, to employ them againft the enemies of Liberty, and 
•« to diftribute them in a new focial compad^ called a Con- 
« ftitution? — Behold diat Conftituent Affembfy, which, diougji 
«* abominably calumniated at prefent, laid (in fpite of the fliame* 
« ful revifion of the laws) the firft foundation rf your Libertfi 
^ Behold it alone,, with its Revolutionary Genius; it bndn 

* dtfough 
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every impediment, exceeded its delegated authority, 
^ created its own powers, according to the exigencies of Liberty, 

* and to the wants of the people ; deftroyed all prejudices by the 

• force of that public opinion to which it gave birth, obliterated 
' all privileges, abolifhed all Parliaments, changed the form of all 

* property, as well as the fign of all Value, and made a perjured 

• King Its prifonen Nothing was vranting to immortalize 

* that Aflembly, but to have delivered France from the calami^ 
^ of Kingly Government, and to have relieved you firom die 

• duty of judging the laft of your Kings. 

^ Invefted, from your origin, with the moft unlimited con- 
^ fidence by your fellow Citizens, you heiitate in the firft 
rftep. 

, ** Am I then no longer in the midft of that National Con- 
** vention, whofe honourable mif&on it was to deftroy Kings 
« and Royalty." _^^^^^__ 

. Mr, Erjkine. I wifti it to be underftood, that thefe Gen- 
^en are fpeaking in their place, as Members of the National 
Aflembly in France. 

Mr, Attorney General. I will explain the view with which 
I (£er i^ 

. Mr. Erjkine. You ftated it very particularly in your 
<|»eDiog. 

Mr, Attorney General, You fee they are now (peaking in 
tijcir places, in the National Affembly in France* 

Lord Q)ief Jujlice Eyre. It is hardly worth debating i the 
jNurpoie is fo obvious, that it is impoffible to be mifunder<» 
ihx)d. 
* 

Tht filbwmg Entry was read frem the Booh of thi Society 
fir ConJKtutional Information^ 
« At ac Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
« held at die Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday isth 
* February, 1793* 

VoL.n. G «* PRESENT, 



*' PRESENT, 
^ Mr. Reader in the Chair. 
^ Mr. Froft, Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Symonds^ 
" Mr. Martin, Mr. Chatfield, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Banks,. 
«* Rev. Mr. Joyce, Mr. I. Williams, Capt. T. Harwood, Mr. 
^^ Moore, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Balmanno. 
" Read die following letter from the Society for Conftitutional 
*f Information, at Birmingham, requeuing, that twelve of their 
^ members may be admitted aflbciated members of this fociety. 

•* Birmingham, Feb. 6th, 1793. 
^^ Friends and Fellow Citizens, 

*' The members of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
*^ eftabllftied at this place Nov. 20th, 1792, take the opportunity 
^ to lay Before y6u our printed addrefs and declaration, and our 
" rules and orders, which we have adopted from the Sheffield 
** Society, for our internal government. — And to (hew our juf- 
" tice, our moderation, and love to all mankind, we defire yoar 
*' advice and afliftance, that the general mind of our fociety may 
" be formed unanimoufly to the beft and moft likely mode of 
'^ obtaining our long-loft rights as men free born, and as citizens 
'' by univerfal incorporation. • 

" The interefted and bigotted fupporters of the exploded fyf- 
" tem of corruption, are continually throwing obftacles in the 
" way of all reform, and threaten us with rigorous profecudon, 
" and exhibit all the engines of power and tyranny before us, for 
** meeting to inveftigate the laws of our country, and endea-^ 
*^ Vouring to obtain, in a legal and peaceable manner, the birth- 
^ right of every Briton, viz. an equal reprefentation of the peo- 
^* pie in parliament: notwithftanding which, numbers daily 
*' flock to the ftandard of liberty. We are determined, in fpito.. 
^ of all bafe oppofition, to pcrfevere as we have begun in the 
<* good caufe, till we have obtained the defirable end, a Redrefs 
" of our Grievances. 

" We fmcerely think the caufe is of God, and that it would 
" go on without our interference i but who can ftand by an idle 

" fpcftator, 



( 83 ) 

fpe£latorj and fee our fellow-men ftruggUng for us in the caufe 
of liberty, and not have a wifh to lend a helping hand in the hu- 
mane and Godlike work. 

" We ardently and fincerely defire to become inftrumental in 
fo good and great a work, the caufe of liberty, and of all man- 
kind, both prefent and future. 

" The grateful thanks of our fociety are given to Mr. Home 
Todke, Major Cartwright, Mr. Erfkine, and the reft of the 
members of the Gonftitutional Society for Information in. Lon- 
don, for their firm and manly fupport and perfeverince in our 
common caufe of liberty and good-will to all mankind, and 
their fteady purpofe to obtain an efFeftual reform in the Legis- 
lative Houfe of the People, the Cbmmons Houfe of Parlia- 
ment. 

" Our fociety requefts the favour of yotir admitting die fol- 
lowing twelve perfons, whofe names are fubfcribed, to be in- 
roUed members of your fociety, for the purpofe of correfpond- 
ing with yours, and every other fimilar inftitution in the na- 
tion, for the better regulating our meafures, and receiving in- 
ftruftion. 

" Wifhing you all the fuccefs your laudable undertaking de- 
ferrcs, we are, with fincerity, 

" Your Fellow Citizens airi Friendsy 
<' (Signed) 

<« John Meer, David Blairj 

*« John Kilmifter, Thotnas Clark^ 

« George Hill, feit Timmins Nevilf, 

^ John fcenrick,' William Beard, 

** James Davy, Thomas Hill, 

" James LuckcoCk^ Benjamin Smith. 

^ Direft to George Hill, oppofite the Fountain, Lower Tem- 
ple-ftreet, or to John Kenrick, Grocer, Colmore-row. 

^ To Mr.D. Adams, Secretary to 
« the Society for Gonftitutional 
<* Information. 

G 2 <* Refolved, 
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^^ Refolvedj That the twelve members of the Birmingham So^ 
** ciety for Conftitutional Information, recommended in the faid 
•* letter, be admitted affociated members of this fociety- 

^ Refolved, That the faid letter, and the eleftion of the faid 
" twelve members, be publifhed in the nevirs-papers, exdufivc of 

•' their names." 

—r — Mtmi 

Mr, Garr^w, I propofe now to read the anfwer of the Bir- 
mingham Society, dated 25th March, 1793, to this communicati- 
on of the Conftitutional Society.. 

Mr. Thomas Maclean, I found this letter among Mn Adams's 

papers. 

It was read. 

*' Sir, " Birmingham, March i5th, 1793. 

" At the requeft of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
** I hereby acknowledge the receipt of your letter > whereby it 
^* appears, that your fociety have acceded to our requeft^ by 
** elefting the perfcwis, whofe names you were furnifhed widi, 
•* as affociated members in your fociety; for which we beig you 
** to accept our united thanks and beft wifhes, that your fbdety 
** may go on to accumulate a mafs of true patriots, wfaofe prin- 
* ciples may not be fub verted by inlereft, or ccmquered by fear* 

" This fociety ofFers with gratitude their thanks and comment 
^ dations to Horne Tooke, Efq. for the prefent accompanying 
^ your letter^ but more particularly fcr his zeal in the cau& of 
" freedom, which cannot be promoted but by the free ufe of the , 
•* prefs, which we truft will never be reftrained frcMn Britons 
*' Another letter accompanies this, containing a few particular^ 
" which we doubt not you will perufe with pleafure* Will write 
" you further on that fubjedl ftiortly. 

" i am, &Cr 
No Signature, " " " ■ Sec.' 
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The following Entries were read fro?n the Books of the Society fir 
Conftitutional Information. 
*' At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Informatiin^ 
^ held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Friday 15th Mard^ 

*' 17931 

^ PRE- 
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« PRESENT, 
** Capt. Tooke Harwood in the Chair. 
^ Mr. Balmaimo, Mr. Kydd, Mr. Tooke, Mr. Martin, Mr. 

« Fazackerly, Count Zenobio, Mr. Sharp, Mr. J. Williams, 

* Mr. Bonney, Mr. Symonds, Rev. Mr. Joyce, Mr. Holcroft, 

" Mr. Swainfon, Mr. Banks, Lord Sempill, Mr. Wills, Mr. 

^ Parkinfon, Mr. Bailey, Mr. Froft, Mr. G. Williams. 

" Read a letter from the Conftitutional Society, at Sheffield, 
^ indofing their refolutions of the 13th of February laft. 

^ Refolved, That the fecretary be inftrufted to return the 
" thanks of this fociety to the Society for Conftitutional Infor- 
^ mation, at Sheffield, for their communication, and to acquaint 
** them, that this fociety perfeftly agree with them in their fen- 
** timents with refpeft to the calamities of war in general ; and 
" that they concur with them in thinking, that the thanks of the 
^ community at large are due to all thofe who have exerted 
^ themfelves to prevent the prefent war. 

** Ordered, That the treafurer repay to Mr. Froft fixty livres, 
" paid by him at Paris, for the tranflation of two addreffcs to 
^ the National Convention of France. 

** Refolved, That the thanks of this fociety be given to Joel 
^ Barlow and John Froft, for their conduft in the prefentation 
** of the addrefs of this fociety to the National Convention of 
•* France; and that Mr. Froft be aflured, that our regard for 
•* him is not leffened, but increafed by the profecutions and per- 
^ fecutions which his faithful and due difcharge of that commiffion 
^ may bring upon him. 

** Ordered, That this refolution be publiflied in the news- 
^ papers, 

•^ At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 

«* held at tibc Cro.wn and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday 22d 

« Mardi, 1793, 

« PRESENT, 

^ Mr. Symonds in the Chair. 
» Mr. Fr^, . Mr. Hull, Count Zenobio, Mr, Tooke, Mr. 
» W'iOh Imi SemiHll^ Mr. Bonney, Mr. Kyi^uU^*^^^- 

9i ""^x 



( 86 ) 
^ cll, Mr. John Martin, Mr. Aufell, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. BaU 
« manno, Capt. T. Harwood, Mr. Parkinfon, Mr. J. Wil- 
^ liams, Dr. Kentifli, Mr. Margarot, Mr. Hardy. 

'* Read a letter from the United Political Societies of Norr 
" wich. 

^ Refolved, That thp 9onfideration of the (aid letter be poft- 
^ poned till the nejct meeting." 



Mr. Thomas Maclean. I found this paper in Mr. Adams's 

houfe, 

// was read. 

*^ The United Political Societies of Nerwich. 

^ Gentlemen, March $th^ 1793. 

*' It is with peculiar fatisfa<9:ion we are favoured with yovii 
^* correfpondcnce (not merely becaufe you arc fo, although you 
** are better fitted to diffufe knowledge) but becaufe you are emr 
'** barked in the fame magnanimous caufe, which demands with 
," alacrity the attention of every indiyiduaj; an4it is with the utr 
" moft regret we fee fo many, either from ignorance, or fomer 
^ thing worfe, who are inimical to their own intereft ; for no- 
** thing contributes fo much to fuppprt the oppreffpr, as the 
" ignorance of the oppreffed ; for which purpofe the flood-gates 
" have beeen opened gradually, tijl, by degrees, the ftreams of 
*f corruption have nearly overflowed the land: fuch a3 bounty 
f' afts, borrowing, qualification, and feptennial 2&s^ befides 
^* ftanding armies, excife and ty thing laws, with various othep 
f* too painful for refleftion, withoujt credit to the framers thereof, 
" and without advantage to fociety. We do not prefumc to rcr 
" capitulate thefe abufes for your information, but being too ex- 
** perimentally acquainted with them, we wiQi to find out a me- 
** thod of redrefs. At prefent we fee a great propriety in univer- 
" fal fuffrage, and annual ele<Sions, but we beg yqu w31 be 
" obliging enough to inform us of what you have colledled of the 
" fenfe of the people by your correfpondents. We have to in- 
" form you, that our worthy Correfponding Societies of London^ 
" have recently fubmitte^d three propofitions for our i^iveftigalion. 
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F Firft, whether a Petition to Parliament, or an Addrefs to the 
^ King, or a Convention. 

^ Permit us briefly to ftate our views for your revifal ; and 
'' with refpefl: to the firft, we behold we are a conquered people. 
" We have tamely fubmitted to the galling yoke, and r efiftance 
** in the prefent circumftances is vain. We cannot a<9: the man, 
'' and as neceflity has no law, we think ourfelves under that 
*' degrading neceflity to ftate our grievances to the Houfe. of 
** Commons, with a requeft for redrefs ; and ftiould they refiife to 
" grant our reafonable petition, we have ftill got (no thanks to 
" them) a formidable engine, that will convey the infult to the 
** remoteft parts of the kingdom. As to the propriety of the fe^ 
" cond, we wifli to fubmit to your fuperior judgment, and fljould 
** efteem it a favour to be informed of the refult ; for at prefent 
" we are dubious of its good confequences. Laftly, a Conven- 
" don, and oh ! that the period were arrived ! — ^but in the pre- 
** fent ftate of affairs, alas ! it's imprafticable : yet this is the 

* chje£t we purfue, and efteem any other means only in fubordi- 
^ nation to, and as having a tendency to accomplifli that defira- 
« ble end. 

" We wifli to be in unifon widi our brethren and fellow-la- 
^ bourers, and fliould be glad of any information as foon as it is 
** convenient : and we beg your advice, whether it is neceflary, 
^ as foon as poflible, to colled fignatures to a petition for a real 

* reprefentation of the people, and by whom to prefent it, wh&- 

* ther Mr. Coke, Mr. Burch, or any of the friends of the people; 
^ and whether it is attended with any expence. Our members are 
** both inimical to the bujinefs. 

^ We can give you no accurate ftatement of the reprcfentation 

* iaour neighbourhood, only obferve, that it is equally fercical 

" here as elfewhere. To conclude, with united th-r for all fe- 

^ vours received, wifhing you h ■ > and fuccefs, and may Hea^ 

* vcn avert 

«• We fubfcribe ourfelyes, Gentlemen, 

" Your very obliged humble Servants, 

(Signed) <* 7. BRqUGWT01>l. 

G 4 ^ Note, 
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<« Note, Pleafe todircft to J, Broughton, St Mary's Churd^ 
*^ Mr. Blake being no longer our fecretary, 

^ We have between thirty and fprty feparate focie^es inNoT-» 
^ wich, befides many in the country villages, 

« A4r. D. Jdamsy No. 4, fooke's Courts 
^ Q^ancery'lane^ I^ondon. 



^ At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 

^ held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Striand, Friday, 29th 

^ March, 1793, 

^ PRESENT, 

?^ Capt, Topke Harwood in the Chair, 

*f Mr. Symonds, Mr. Jennings, Mr. Hull, Mr. Martin, Lord 
" Sempill, Mr. Bryant, Mr. Parkinfon, Mr. Froft^ Rev. Mr, 
♦^ Joyc^ Mr. Gay, Mr. I. Williams, Mr. G, Williams, Mr. 
" Holcroft, Mr, Banks. 

** Refolved, That the confideration of the letter from the 
f* United Political Societies of Norwich, be deferred till next 
*^ meeting." 

. Mr. Qarra^v. At the meeting of the 22d of March, die con* 
fideratlon of this letter was poftponed y it was poftponed at the 
next meetings and at the next meeting it is again po^ponedi 
which ihews the deliberation required for preparing the anfwer* 

The following Entries were read from the Books of the Conflitutif* 
onal Society. 

** At a meeting of Ae Society for Conftitutional Informabon, 
** 'held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday jdi • 
^ April, 1793. 

^^ PRESENT, 

** Capt. Tooke Harwood in the Chair* 
«^ Mr. Tuffin/Lord Daei-, Mr. Froft, Mr. Aufell, Mr. Bonney, 
«« Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Maitih, Mr. W. Sharpe, Mr. Tooke^j 
^ Mr. Kyddjj Mr. Hull, Mr, Moore, Rev. Mr. Joyce, Mr. I. 

^ WflUanaSii 
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* Williams, Mr, I. Cooper, Mr. Hardy, Mr- Balmaimo> Lord 

« Sempill, Mr- Wills. 

^ Refolved, That the confiUeration of the letter from the 
" United Political Societies of Norwich, be poftponed till the 
'' next meeting i and that Mr. Froft be requefted to prepare an 
" anfwer. 

** Refolved, That a letter be written, to Simooi Butler and 
*' Oliver Bond, Efqrs, expreffive of the high fenfe we entertain 
** of their exertions in the caufe of freedom, and to affure thena, 
** that we confider the imprifonment they at prefent fufFer on that 
♦' account, as illegal and unconftitutional. 

^ The following letter was produced and reai 

<^ To S, Butler and O. Bond, Efqrs, 
<^ Gentlemen, 

** It is not eafy for men, who feel ftrongly and fmcerely, to 
•* convey thofe feelings by letter. We therefore rely on your 
** conceiving for us muqh of that which we are unable to exprcfi 
" to you. We thinly, however, that we IhaJl be guilty of a 
*' great omiffion, did we negledl the opportunity of fending you 
" by Mr>, Hamilton Rowan, the honeft tribute of our eftcem 
^ and admiration, for your brave and manly refiftance to the 
•* ufurped jurifdicftion of the Iriih ariftocracy. 

" Permit us to offer you our thanks, and our grateful .ac- 
^ knowledgment of your efforts, in what we confider as a com- 
" mon caufe, while we lament our inability of proving ourfelves 

* ufeful in your defence. Although we are of diiFerent king- 
^' doms, ftill we are but one people j and as the freedom of one 
^ continent has fpread its influence to Europe, fb on the other 

* hand, we are perfuaded, that the eftablifhment of defpotifm ia 
** Ireland, muft end in the flavery of Great Britain, But the 
^ light of liberty is not confined to one jfhore, or one latitude, 

^ We know that it is eafier to admire than to prailife thofe 
^ virtues that tend to tlie public benefit. 

** Yef fo long as the exertions of a few courageous mep muft^ 
^ influence the minds of at leaftthe independent and diinlcing 
^ jpn of ^e iximniHaity, v^e are alTured thatihcu: labour is not 

« fruitlc(s 
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^* fruitlefs. We truft, therefore, the time will foon aitlvt, :j 
*' when the abufe of power in either nation, will have no oAcr j 
*' confequence than the ruin of thofe who hare committed that* '[ 
'^ injufticc. We hope, and we doubt not of foon feeing Ac day, 
^ when the poft of honour fhall be no longer that of obloquy . 
*' and punifliment ; but when thofe who have rifqued their liberty j 
'^^ and fortune in the caufe of their countrymen, may find protec- i 
^^ tion in the undifputed, uninterrupted exercife of trial by jury, "fi 
^ with a fuH and adequate reprefentation of the people inpaifc i 
^^ ment. * I 

^ Refolved, That the faid letter be figned by die ch^rman ^ 
^ and fecretary 5 and that Mr, Hamilton Rowan be requefted t9 i 
^ convey the fame to Mr, Butler and Mr* Bond." j 



" At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 

*' held Friday I2th April, 1793, at the Crown and Anchor T^ 

** vern, Strand, 

« PRESENT, 

^ Mr. Chriftopher Hull in the Chair, 

^ Mr. W. Sharpe, Mr. Home Tooke, Mr. I. Williams, Mr, 

*' Parkinfon, Mr. Froft, Mr. Symonds, Mr. Campbell, Mr. 

« Martin, Mr. Reader, Mr. Gay, Mr. Vaughan, as one of 

'* the Committee of French Subfcription, Mr. Banks, Lord 

" Daer, Capt. Harwood, Mr. Balmanno^ Mr. Holcroft, Mr. 

.« Hardy, Mr. Chatfield. 

^* Mr. Froft read an anfwer (direfted to be prepared by 
^ him) to the letter received from the United Political Societies 
** in Norwich. 

" Refolved, that the faid anfwer be fent by the fecretary to thf 
" fecretary of the faid focieties." 



Mr. Thomas Maclean, I found this paper at Mr^ Adams's. 

It was read. 
« Sir, 

" We have to acknowledge, with great fatisfaftion, thfc lettc*" 

^ which you fevoured us with, dated the Sth inftant, relative t^ 
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« tiie moft defirable of ail other objefts, the reform of our par-s 

"> liamentary reprefentation. The honour you do us in fuppofing 

^ that we are better fitted than yourfelves for the promotion of 

* political knowledge, we muft difclaim ; becaufe we obferve, 

^ with the greateft pleafure, that our country correfpoiidents 

" have too much zeal and information to want fuccefs in their 

^ public endeavours, whether at Norwich, at Sheffield, at Man- 

*^ chefter, or elfewhere throughout the nation. In our fmceritjr 

" for the good of our country, we truft that we are all equal; 

* and as fuch we doubt not of our ultimate fuccefs. 

^ We fee widi forrow the exiftence oi thofe evils, which yon 
" fo jufHy reprefent as the ftreams of corruption overflowing 
" diis once free and profperous country. We fee with furprife 
" and abhorrence, that men are to be found both able and wil- 
" ling to iupport thofe corruptions. It is however no fmall con- 
" folation to find, that others are not wanting in every part df 
" the nation of an oppofite character, who are ready to remedy, 
^ by all laudable and honourable means, the defj6l in our repre- 
" fentation, the ufurped extenfion of the duration of parliaments, 
** and other grievances fuch as you notice in your letter. 

** That the conftitution of England has no more of that cha- 
" rafter it once poffeffed ; that the fuppofed democracy of the 
^ country has become a matter of property and privilege ; and 
** that we have therefore no longer that mixt government which 
" our adverferies are praifing, when they know it is no longer in 
f* our poflTeffion, are feels notorious and ijidifpu table. Where 

* dien are we to look for the remedy ? To that parliament of 
** which we complain ? — To the executive power, which is im- 
" plicidy ojjeyed, if not anticipated in that parliament? — Or to 
" ourfelVes, reprefented in fome meeting of delegates, for the 
" efpecial purpofe of reform, which we fuppofo you underftand 

* by die term. Convention ? 

*^ It is the end of each of thefe propofitions that we ought to 

* look to; and as fuccefs in a good caufe muft be the efFeft of 
** perfeverance, and the rifing reafon of die time, let us deter- 

* nunc with coolnefs, but let us perfevere with decifion.* As to 
f » Cwivention, we regard it as a plan the moft defirable arid 
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^ meft practicable, fo foon as the great body of the peopk fhal 
•* be courageous and virtuous enough to join us in the attempt, 
** Hitherto we have no reafon to believe that the moment is aN 
« rived for that purpofe. As to any petition to the crown, we 
^ believe it hopelefs in its confequences. With refpeft to the 
** laft of your propofels, we are at a lofs to advife. If the event 
** is looked to in the vote which may be obtained from that body 
^ to whom the petition is to be addreiTed, which of us can look 
" to it without the profpe£l of an abfolute negative ? In thii 
^ point of view, therefore, it cannot require a moment's caall» 
** deration. But if we regard the policy of fuch a petition, it 
" may, in our apprehenlion, be well worth confidering as n 
«* warning voice to our prefent legiflators, and as a fignal.for 
^ imitation to the majority of the people. Should fuch a plan be 
" vigoroufly and generally purfued, it would hold out a certainty 
*' to our fellow-countrymen, that we are not a handful of indivi- 
" duals unworthy of atjtention or confideration, who defire die 
" reftoration of the antient liberties of England j but, on the 
** contrary, it might bring into light that hoft of well-meaning 
*^ men, who in the different towns and counties of this realm are 
** filently but ferioufly anxious, for reformation in the govern- 
" ment. We exhort you with anxiety to purfue your laudable 
" endeavours for the conimon -good, and never to defpair of the 
^ public caufe. 

No Jddrefs. ^< Wc are, &c." 

Mr, Garrow, My Lord, from the contents of this paper, we 
ftate it to be the drjift of a letter prepared by Mr. Froft, referred 
(o in the lafl: refolution read. 

Lord Chief JujHce Eyre. You have given no evidence of die 
hand-writing of this paper, 

Mr. Garrow. No, I have not. I produce it merely as bc«« 
ing found in the poflellion of Adams, the fecretary to the So- 
ciety for Conftltutional Information. I will now put int? 
court the letter actually fent, which was found in the pofleffion 
of the fecretary to the Norwich Society, It is dated, " Society 
/or Conftitutional Information, London, 15th April, 179}^ 
figned by order, in the name of the Society for Conftitutional 

5 Inform 
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j! lofonnation, D. Adams, Secretary/' and addrefled " Mr. L 
ct Broughtoii, Secretary to the United Political Societies, Nor- 
wich,'' 



*^ Society for Conftitution^l Information. 

" London, 15th April, 1793. 
tt SiY, 

** We have to acknowledge with great fatisfa<5lion the letter 

** which you favoured us with,, dated the 5th inftant, relative to 

* the moft defirable of all other objedts, the reform of a parlia- 
** mentary reprefentation. The honour you do us in fuppofing 

* that we are better fitted than yourfelves for the promotion of 

* political knowledge, we muft difclaim ; bccaufe ^ve obfervc 

* with the greateft pleafure, that our country correfpondents 
" have too much zeal and information to want fuccefs in their 
^ public endeavours, whether at Norwich, at Sheffield, at Man- 
* chefter, or elfewhere throughout die nation, 

^ In our fmcerity for the good of our country, we truft, that 
" we are all equal, and as fuch we doubt not of our ultimate 
** fuccefs. 

^ We fee with forrow the exiftence of thofe evils, which you 
^ fojuftly reprefent as the ftreams of corruption overflowing this 
" once free and profperous country. We fee with furprife and 
^ abhorrence, that men are to be found both able and willing to 
^* fupport thofe corruptions. It is however no fmall confolation 
** to find, that others are not wanting in every part of the na- 
*^ tion of an oppofite charafter, who are ready to remedy, by all 
*^ laudable and honourable means, the defeat in our reprefenta- 
^* tion, the ufurped extenfion of the duration of parliaments, and 
** other grievances fuch as you notice in your letter. 

" That the conftitution of England has no more of tliat cha- 
** rafter it brtce poffefled, that the fuppofed democracy of the 
country has become a matter of property and prlveledge^ and 
that we have therefore no longer that mixt government which 
our adverfarles are praifing, when they know it is no longer in 
ourpofleffion, are fails notorious and indifputable. Where 

*^ then 
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•* then afe we to loolc for the remedy ? To fhat parliament o 
*^ which we comphln ? To the executive power which is impli- 
*' citly obeyed, if not anticipated in that parliament ? Or to* our- 
'^ felves, reprefented in fome meeting of delegates for the efpecial 
•' purpofe of reform, which we fuppofe you undcrftand by the 
^ word Convention ? 

^' It is the end of each of thefe propofitions that we ought to' 
" look to; and as fltccefs in a good caufe muft be the effedof 
*' perfeverance, and the rifing reafon .of the time, let us deter- 
^ mine with cooinefs, but let us perfeverewith decifioh. 

" As to a Convention, we regard it as a plan the moft defira- 
^ ble and moft pradlicable,^ fo foon as the great body of the peo- 
" pie ihall be courageous and virtuous enough to join us in the 
*' attempti Hitherto we have no reafon to believe that the mo-" 
*^ ment is arrived for that purpofe. As to any petition to the 
" crown, we believe it hopelefe in its confequences* With re- 
'^ fpedl to the laft of your propo&ls, we are at a lofs to advife. 
*^ If the event is looked to in the vote which may be obtained 
*' from, that body to whom the petition is to be addrefled, which 
*' of us can look to it without the profpefi of an abfolute nega- 
" tive ? In this point of view therefore it cannot require a mo- 
" ment's confideration* But if we regard the policy of fuch a< 
^^ petition, it may, in our apprehenfion, be well worth confidering 
*' as a warning voice to our prefent legiflators, and as a fignal for 
*^ imitation to the majority of the people. Should fuch a plan be 
" vigoroufly and generally purfued, it would hold out a certainty 
*' to our fellow-countrymeny that we are not a handful of indi- 
" viduals unworthy of attention or confideration, who defire the 
** reftoration of the ancient liberties of England;- but, on the 
*' contrary, it might bring into light that hoft of well-meaning 
*« men, \^o in the diflFerent towns and counties of tliis realm are 
*' filently but ferioufly anxious for a reformation in the govern- 
« ment. 

" We exhort you with anxiety to purfue your laudable endea- 
*' Tours for the common good> and never to defpair of the public 
^ caufe^ 

, ^* Signc* 
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^ Signed by orcfer, in the name of the Society for Conftitufi- 
" onal Information, 
« Took's Court, i6th " D. ADAMS, Sec. 

« April, 1793. 
Addrefled. " Mr. L Broughton^ Secretary to the United Po- 
" litical Societies^ Nhrivicfr.'* 



Mr, James Waljh (fworn). Examined by Mr. Q arrow, 

^ Did you execute any warrant for the purpofe of appre- 
hending Mr. I(aac Saint, at Norwich, the Secretary of the Con- 
ftitutional Society there ? 

A. I did not; but I was prefent when it was executed. 

^. Did you fee any papers feized ? 

A* I feized them myfelf. 

^ Did you put your name upon them ? 

A. I did. 

^ Is this one of the papers you feized there ? 

A. It is. 

The fallowing Entries were read from the 'Books of the Society 
for Conjiitutional Information. 

" At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
" held at the Crown ;ind Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 2 Sth 
" Oaober 1793. 

« PRESENT, 
Mr. Bryant — in the chair. 

•* CouAt Zenobio, Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mr. Sinclair, Mr. Alex- 

" ander Wills Mr. Holcroft, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Bal- 

^ manno, Mr. Special, Mr. Rutt, Mr. Chatfield, Mr. Aufell, 

^ Mr. Wardle, Mr. Kydd, Mr. Harrifon, Mr, Martin, Mr. 

* Fitzgerald, Mr.Hardy, Mr. Margarot, Mr. Hull, Mr. 

" J. Williams, Mr. Benjamin Cooper. 

^ Mr. Sinclair read a letter, with an addrefs^ from Mr. Skirv- 

* ing Secretary to the Convention, of the Friends of the People 

" in Scotland, to Mr. Hardy, Secretary to the London Corref- 

^ ponding Society. 

" Refolved, 
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• Rcfolved, That an extraordinary General Meeting of this 
^ Society be called for Monday next at the Crown and Anchor 
*' Tavern, at fix o'clock in the Evening, to confider of the 
" utility, and propriety of fending Delegates to a Convention of 
" Delegates of the different Societies, in Great Britain, to be held 
** at Edinburgh, for the purpofe of obtaining a parliamentaiy 
« Reform. 

" Rcfolved, Tint the fubftance of the motion be inferted in 
«* the letter. 



Afr. G arrow. Before the next entry is read, perhaps it will be 
convenient that I {hould put in the original draft of thefe inflnic* 
tions, as there are feveral material alterations. 

Air. Da7iiel Adams. Examined by Mr. Garrow, 

^ Look at that Letter, and ftate whether that is your fign*- 
Cure. 

J* It is. 

^ In whofs hand writing is the letter ? 

jf. My ov/n» 

^ The whole of it is in your own hand writing. 

J. Yes. 

i^ Look at this other paper, are thefe the Inftruftions, whkh 
were originally prepared for the Delegates upon which your entry 
is afterwards made? 

jf. I cannot take upon me to fay that, from the length of time. 

^ This was found among your papers we have heard. 

A Yes. 

^ What do you take that paper to be ? 

jf. I fhould not know it but from my own hand writiiig> at 
the bottom — ^I fliould not know it to be the fame otherwife. 

^ Look at it — Do you believe it to be an original nrinutc, 
prepared for the purpofe of being tranfcribed into die book of 4^ 
Society.-— 

J. I don't know it for any other reafon — ^here are a vaftflMV 
interlineations which I cannot bring to my recoUeftion at all- 

J^. It was a paper you was afterwards to tranfcribc into f^ 
book? 
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- i. It appears likea paper I was to trai^cribe, there are d great 

tnany interlineations in it - ' 

Mr^ Erjkine, Can you venture to give any thing like a diftind 

account of how that paper came to be fo interlined as it is now ? 

i/, I cannot 

Mu Erjkine. Nor can you tell whether that was given to you 

for the purpofes of infertion, but that it was fo obliterated that 

}iDu was obliged to make another copy. 

A. That I cannot tell. 

Mr. Garrow. Suppofmg that paper to agree with your feir 

tranfcript^ fhould you believe then, that that is the paper which 

70U tranicribed fairly jnto die minute ? 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. That is reafoning him into a belief; 

if he has any recoUedion upon the fubjed very well ; if he has not 

•you muft not argue him into a belief of it. — This is a paper 

which purports to be a rough draft of Inftru£Hons, with confi- 

derable inteiiineations, and the paper that is in the book, cor- 

refponds with the draught fo interlined — ^there let it ftand. — ^Do 

you know the hand writing of the interlineations ? 

^ I do not. 

[The In/tru^ions ready] 

^ At an Extraordinary General Meeting of the Society for 
^ Conftitutional Information, held at the Crown and Anchor 
^ Tavern, Strand, Monday 28th 0<ftober 1793. 

« PRESENT, 

** Mr. Sinclair in the Chair. 

** Mr. Satchell, Mr. Martin, Mr. Special, Mr. Parkinfon, Mr. 

« Mr. J. T. Rutt, Mr. Hardy, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Wills, 

« Mr. Richter, Mr. J. Williams, Mr. Chatfield, Mr. Faw- 

• ^ cett, Mr. Margarot, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Wardle, Mr. 

* Jennings, Mr. Holcroft. 

* Read, addrefles to the Friends of the People of Parliamen- 
" tary Reform, figned by Mr. Skirving, Secretary to the 
" General Convention at Edinburgh. 

^ Refolved, That this Society do fend Delegates to theenfuing 

* Convention, to be held in Edinburgh, for promotiog a Reform 

* in Parliament. 

VoL.IL H Refolved, 
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^ R^vfA Vnktm mmlms. oCtfak Sodety^ badod^ t0 

^ Delegates to the faid Convention. 

^ H^ffjrt Ycarkff Charles Swcbuiv aoii Jolm* KUtter^ ««^ 
«< propofed* 

« Refolved, That the laid Gentlemcrt be now WlW^ for. 
* The Society pnocccdod to bdk* accpr*iigl]s^w*mQ»le5 
^^ Siticlauv aod Hemy Yorfce^ were d^flwL 

<( Mr^ Sinclair being prefenty afcepted •£ tht kiAafteci ^jT 
** oneofthcDelegates.* 

« lUfolradij That fljouW either Henry Yorire^or Charlmfia-^ 
« dair,. bcprfiVeiitQil from a^tpting the deWg^oir tt'dkhGtfK 
<« vention of Delegates at fidinbur^ John Sidittr W i||- 
^ pointed to 6ilfllthaitxrfice. 

^ ReiblVed^ ThalL Jdtn Williams be re^KOed to obliia tl^ 
^ neceflary informadoa of Hfcnry Yorkei and cmxmtu6M9»Mi^ 
** to the Secnetary.^ 

^ Mr. Sinclair being re<))iefted to quitifae Ghaii% . 

^ Refolvcd, That Mr. Fitsgjerald be calkd tcr. take tk^ 
^* chair. 

" Refolved, That the Secretary do deliver ta tte WdegUxs^ 
^^ appointed by this Sbeiety toneprefent themindie Convoitiai^ 
^ at Edinburgh, copies of the proceedings of* the 2 jdb aoA 3Sdi» 
^ inftant, by which they, are appointed to that office, 

InJ}ru£iwfu U the Delegates* 

" The Delegates are i/iftruaed, on the part of this Society, ta 
^ aflift in bringing forward and fupporting any conftitttdoial 
^ meafures for procuring a real repreientation- of the Cemnanns 
<^ of Great Britain^ in Parliament.' That in fpecifying the. re- 
^^ drefs to be demanded of exifting abuies the Delegates ought 
**^ never to lofe fight of the two eflential: principles. General S«£- 
*^ frage and Annual Reprefentatioo^ together wdfc the uaaUen- 
^ able right in the. peofJe to reform, and that a reaibnable aad 
^* known compenfation ought ta be inadetothereprefenfcatiresef 
•' the nation, by a national contriLution^ 

^^ l*h::t the Delegates do^unAuaUy correfpondwithdv So- 
^ cicty, for the purpofe of communicating infosaatioDy and -ot 
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^ ^ «* RjeUtnA, Tiw the above be ibt AtcSdms to dw Dele« 

« RdUfed) Tltft feven gmneaa be allowed to eadi of the 
^ IMegtH^ for tnivdling) ami a fam liot exceeding three gui- 

* neaa p<r week, each, be aliowted them during the fitting cf the 

* Gbttir^tlfflt of Dd^^atesy and that a fiibfcription be noW 

* epened ibr di^ purpofe^ andtfaatdie fecretarjr be requefted to 
^ Mfcrl^Ae fiitaew 

* Refidir^ That the procosdings of Fridajr, ibc 25di. artd 

* MofilajF, «8A. OAober 1793, be figned bf the Chainnafi 

* and Secretary. 
^ Rtfelved, TiM ib« Secretary be requefted to write to tho 

^ dHFeMtt Societies widi wfaidi Ais Society is in cornKpon^- 
^ dence, informing them that the London CorrefpowUng Society, 
^ togdhar WiSi &ik Sod^, laift defied Del^ates to die Con- 
^ vention of Delegates, to meet at Edinburgh on d» 19th inft. 
"^ and to reqaeft dieir oencurraiGe to this important meafure/' 

[ifr% Gamrtff fritOid mHf^thi Gniriy ihi variatiiHt between the 
^ rmgkdnu^^ mi the it^brmaimte asfinmUy ad^td.] 

Off pf the rough draft. 

* Tht Ddegates are inftruAed on die part of this Society^ to 

^ dfift in bringing &Mrwardanjy petition or peddons to tfaeHoufe 

.*^ tf Cawtmrtns for die pufpofe of procuring an enquiry in the faid 

^ Hoafis^ intotbeAate of the reprefentadon of die Commons of 

^ Orept Britain in Parltanicnt4 That they ibalV alfo demand in 

^ fikok petttioli or peddensi alQpecific remedy fcH- the paft, ^^kt^ 

'^ 4Bnd {lafifafe Jib'lifes^ in tbe preftni fyftem oi Reprefentation, 

^ md an avowai of die right of eternal reform. That in fpecify- 

^ ing the pciaci|des upon which redrefs ought to be demanded, 

-^ iim DdhqptBS have pardcular rdbtton to thofe exprefled in Mr. 

^ Pitt's fpeeches, before he was a placeman ; in the Duke of 

^ RfdtaMnd'a letter to Col. Sfaacraan) before he was a minifter ; 

^ iftNfcFkad'a-ipeocb»«p«ibttmQtionforaReforoiinParlia^ 

H % menty 
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^ mcnt, but abovt all, in the conftitutional ftnflftres, tot&uofff 
** in the defence of John Home Tooke, at the fuit of Charles 
^ James Fox, in an adion for debt And that the Delegates do de- 
« mand a right of voting for Members of Parliament, in ikvour 
*^ of all perfons notinfants, paupers, lunatics, placemen 6rpenfioii^ 
^ ers« That voting ought to be only in the places or ^ftriAs of 
^ tbe refidence of the voter. That the time of ele^Hon ought to 
^ beveryihort^ and the colle£king the votes be made in as maiqr 
** different places in a diftrift at once, as may be conveniently 
^ and accuiiately taken ; but above all, that thQ duration of Parlisi* 
'^ ment ought to be annual. And that a reafonable compenGdoa 
^ ought to be made by a national contribution to themembeo 
^ of the Parliament 

" That the Delegates do* punctually correfpond with the So^ 
« ciety, for the purpofe of receiving further inftruAions,'as Ae 
** exigency may require. 

^ Refolved, That thefebethedire&ions to the Delegates. 

^ Adjourned to Friday next" 

Copf of the 'In/iru£f sorts as finally adopted* 

^ Refolved, That die following be the dire£tionS| to Af^ 
•* Delegates. 

" The Delegates are inftruSed on the part of this Society, t^ 
•* affift in bringing forward, and fupporting any cbnftitlitidnal 
<' meafures, for procuring a real reprefentation of tiie Commois 
*' of Great Britain in Parliament That they ihall aUb demand 
*' a remedy for the abufes in the prefent f3rftem of Reprefenta^ 
^ tion. That in fpecifying the redrefs to be demanded of er- 
^ ilHng abufes, the Delegates ought never to Ic^ fight of .the 
^ two efiential principles. General Suffrage and Annual ReprefeiN 
** tation, together with the unalienable right ui the people to. r©« 
^ form. And that a reafonable and known compen&tion ought 
<' to be made to the reprefentatives of the nation i>y a national 
** contribution. 

« That the Delegates do punctually cwefpond with the So- 
^ cicty, for the purpofe of communicating information) and of 

« re- 



( lOI ) 

^ receivii^ fudi farther inftrudHons as the eiugency may fe« 
* quire. 
^ Adjourned tQ Frid^, next'' 



[TU following entries were read from the Booh of the Society^ 
fir Conjlitutional Information.'] 

" Ata General Meeting of £he Sogety, for Conftitutional 

* Information, held at the Crown and Andior Tayern, Strand, 
«^ Fri^y, lytjiof Januafy, 1794. 

<< PRESENT, 

^^ Mr, John Home Tooke in the diair* 

* Mr. Sharp, Mr. Gerald, Count 2Jenobio, Mr. John Pearfon, 
" Mr. Wills, Mr. J* Williams, Dr. Edwards, Mr. Bonney, 
« Mr; Chatfield, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. John Martin, Mr, Fitz- 
** gerald, Mr. Stock, Mr. Satchdl, Mr. Sinclair, Mr.Kydd, 
«'Mr. Banks, Mr. G. WilKams, Mr. Wardle, Mr. Watts, 
** Mr. Richter. 

. " Refolved, That law ceafes to be ari objeft of obedience . 
^ whenever it becomes an inftrument of oppreffion. 

^ Refolved, That we recall to mind, with the deepeft £itisfac^ 
" tion, the merited fete of the infempus Jefferys, once Lord 
^ Chief Juftic^ of England, i?^o^tthe era of the Glorious Re- 

* vdution, for the many iniqiiitoiis fenteqces which he had 
^ pafledf was torn tq pieces by a brave and injured people, 

« Refolved, That thofe who imitate his example, deferve U%, 
•'fete. 

" Mr- Topke, having left tfi? chair, Refplved, that Mr, Gerald 
^ be called to the chair. « 

« Refolved, That the Tweed, tho* it may divide countries, 
<* ought not, and does not, make a feparation between thofe princi- 
^ pies of commonyjrvm/y, in which Englifhmen and Scotchmen 
« are equally interefted ; that injuftice in Scotland, is, Jnjuftice 
«* in England, and Aat thelafety of Engiiflimen is endangered, 
^ whenevertheir brethren, in Scotland, for a conduft which enti- 
f« tfes them to tile appK>bation ofall wife, and the fupport of all 

- " If J « bmve 
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^ brave men, are fentenced to Bofcugr Bgfi a pttniflmHWf lutet» 
^ inflided only on felons* 

« Refolved, Thatwe fee widi regret^ biitw ftevkboutfiir, 
^ diat the period is faft af^roaduog wlien the Liberties of Britett 
^ muft dq)end not: upoqr reaidn, to which they have long ap^ 
<* pealed, nor on their powers of expreffing it» but o^ their 6m 
tt and undaunted refolution to oppofe tjruisxj by th^ £une meant 
^ byw&idiitisewdfed 

^ RefiJved, Thatwe approve of the c(Xii^ of de fiiiliffl| 
^ Convention, \riio,dio' ajQaikd by fi]rce,have not been adWeni 
^ by argument^ and uriio, unlike die members of a certain aflemUj^ 
** have no intereft Jftinfl: from the common body of the people, 

^ RefolvecJ, That a Copy of the above refohitiooy be tfidf 
^ mitted to Citizen William Skirving, Secretary Co (he Britiill 
^ Convention, who is now imprifoned under colour ^ kv 
*^ in theToIbooth of £diaburgh« 

^ Rciolved, That the refolutioos now pafled be publfiM • 
" the Newfpapers. 

• « Refolvcd, That the refolutions noiw p^fied be Bgf^hj 
^ the Chairman and Secretary." 



Mr. Erjkim. I fee Mr. Hardy was not thept. 

Mr., Garr&w. No but there was a letter read from Mr* SMj% 
which letter was read this morni;^, accompanying the copycF 
Margarot^s bdidment, and ftadng that anniver&rydiniierciFdNi 
London Corre^Kmding Society. 



^ Ata Meeting of the Society for Conftitutioaal Inferour 
« tion, held at the Crown aftd Anchor Tavern^ Straodi Friday^ 
* a4th January 1794. 

« PRESENT, 
** Mr, John Pearfon in the chair. 
« Mr. Home Tooke, Couitf Zenobio^ Mr. Froft, Ifr. BoWff^ 
^ Rev- Mr, Joyce, Mr. J. Williams, Mr. Stark, Mr.Bank^ 
« Mr. Rut^ Mr, Boohaoia^ Mr, Kydd,, Captaio G^wjer* 

<«Mr, 
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. « Mr. Jobb AjfaotiB. 

^ A motion was made, that it be 

« Refolved, That the mbft exccfflerit Addrefs of the London 
^ Correfponding Stioitt^tettiftried^Ae tooks of this fociety, 
^ 11^ that idle Seng's Speech t» ijlis * ParHameti^ be iofertdl 
^ •uiTKR iiT^T^ ^dler that ^ey my be akrajrs ready, fcr ihe 
^ feipetwd TeftTcsooe <^ the ftieviifei^ of Ais foci^, dutbg the 
^ cMu^aiKe ^ the ^refent uofortiinate vw; an^ ^M»^ P^r- 

* petuam m memoriam, &3tf ttiaf ^ printed pgfiiii^ in ^enc 
^ (beet^ ^t the ii^/;/^/ conclvHonpf it; i^^iich happy cgndufion, 

* accor<|ipj; to die preTent frbfperom appea^aoces, we hope and 
^ bdieyse jxit (9 ii»e many months ^iftant 

^ • An amendmcijt was moved, * That between the words 

* R|s and Pailiame;it, die word flomuriibU Ihbuld be in* 

lC9l%MU 

^. HmaureAU ^r2& withdrawn. 

^ Another amendment was dieh moved, ^ That between th0 
^ words fl]9 and Parlisttnetil^ ifae word Faithful fliould be 
^ infcrt^' 
" Faithful wsui withdrawn. 

" And it was unanipioufly reftlred, * That His, and His 
^ only, is the prc^jier epithet for Paurliament upon the prefent 
^ OQcafion.* 

^ The xefolution ll^en palled UnanimouSy, in its original 
« form. 

« Refolved, That die London Corresponding Society Jiave 
^ deferved well of their Country. 

** Refolved, That the Secretary be ordered to caufe fyrty 
** thoufand copies of the Addrefs, the Speech, and thcfe Refo- 
* lutionS, to be printed 6A btte Ih'eet, and jjrc^eriy diftributed in 
England, Scbdlnd, &nd Irelalid. 

« Refolved, 'that tfiefe rcfolutiohs be publifilcd in die news- 
papers." 
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^ At a meetjiig o£ the Society for Conftitutiooal InfeniiatibR^ 

*« held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, ytfi* 
^ of February, 1794, 

« PRESENT, 

" Dr, Kentilh in the chair. 

<« Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Bryant, Mr. Arfuir 
« Blake, Mr. Wills, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Weldon, Mr. G\ 
" Williams, Mr. Green, Mr. J. Pearfon, Mr. John Martini 
«* Mr. Thompfon, M. P. Mr. Wardle, Mn J. WiHiims^ 
^ Rev. Mr. Harris, Mr. Parkinfon. 
« Ordered, That the refolutions relative to the Addrefi qj 

" the London Correfponding Society, paffed at the meeting on 

" the 24th of January laft, be lent to the Edinburgh Gazetteer 

" for infertion. 

" Ordered, That a copy of the faid refolutions of the Zi^of 

« January, be fent to the Secretary of the London Correfponding • 

" Society." 

• ■ 

^* At a meeting of the Society for Conftitudonal Informatioi^^ 
" held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Friday, jA of 
" March, I7i94, 

« PRESENT, 
** Mr. Sharpe in the chair. 

" Mr, Gawler, Rev. J. Joyce, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Bkke^ 
«' Mr. Tooke, Mr. Wills, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Satchell," 
« Mr. Wardle, Mr. Kydd, Mr. Stark, Mr. Hull,. Mr. Hol'- 
^ croft, Mr. Chatfield, Mr. Thompfon, Mr. Rutt, Mr. J[. 
" Williams, M/. Beck, Mr. Banks, Mr. H. Campbdlj 
^ Mr. Fawcett. 

" Mr. Tooke gaye notice that he would, at the next meeting 
« of this ibciety, move that two books fhould be opened -, onf 
^ of them (bound in black) in which fhall be entered all the 
" enormities of thofe who defervc the cenfure, and, in the other, 
" the merits of thofe who defervc the gratitude of the Cxriety/' • 

•< Ac 
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« At a meeting of tbe Society for Conftitutiooal Infi^nnation, 
■^ beU at die Crown and Anchor Tayern^ Strand^ Friday, aSA 
^ of Marpb, 1794, 

« PRESENT, 

** Mr. John Pearfon in the chair, 
Mr. H. Tooke, Mr. Bonney, Mr. HuD, Mr. William Sharpc^ 
« Mr. WiUs, Mr. Wardlc, Rev. Mr, Joyce, Mr. Kydd, 
« Mr. J. Williams, Rev. Dr. Towers, Mr, Thqmpbn^ 
«Mr. Scott, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Beck, Mr. Parkinlcus 

* Mr. Banks, Mr. Stark, Mr. Moore, Mr. Jennings, 

. « Refolved, 

^ That an Addrefs be fent from this fociety'to Meffirs. Miiir, 
' Palmer, Skirving, Margarot, and Gerald. 

* The following Addrefs vm propofed by Mr. Joyce, t» 
F Meflrs. Muir, Palmer, Skirving, Margarot^and Gerald; 

^ Friends and Fellow Citizens, • 

* Although we have hitherto been the filent, yet we have 
? by no means been the unconcerned (pe£btors of your conduft:* 
^ and fufierings. We have feen and approved of your exertions 
^ for your country's happinefs % we have marked, with honeft 

* indignation, every ftep that your enemies have taken to bring 
^ you to your prefent fituation.— rYour enemies are the enemies 

* of public Liberty : — the men who are confpiring againft the 

* Happinefi of Mankind. — ^The caufe in which you embarked, 
^ and to which you have borne an honourable teftimony, is 
? worAy rf every exertion, and its importonce to the world too 
" great to expeft its accompliflmient without oppofition. 

** The hiftory of Liberty, for whofe fake you are doomed to 
^ a kmg and unmerited exile, will afford, in the prefent inftance, 

* dot confolation that former Martyrs to the fame caufe iiave 
^ experienced ; the confolation that you will not, you cannot 
!* (uStr in vain. 

" Man may perifli, but Truth will prevail ; neither pcrfeciK 
' tion, nor banifliment, nor death itfelf, can finally injure the 
' progrefs of tbofe principles which ii^volve the General Happinefe 
^of Man* 

« While 



( to6 ) 
. ^Willie, tbercAnSy we join erery Fricfid to fbmiidtf'itm 
* laxQcotuig yAsxt joml have already endwei, and widi anideuft 
^ hearts anticipate the perils to which you mfty.be expo(ed bia. 
^ barren and uncultivated country; yet we can rejoice, that the 
^ fources of Happineft ajie liniMed to no place, but are as ex* 
^ tenfive as die Dominion of God :-*-under the protefiion ef 
^ that Great Beii^ may pu, at aU dmes, wd in all places^ Jbel 
^ the pieadire that arifes from Confcious Integrity. 

^ Fellow Cidzeos, we afltire you, that the meivory of yoor 
^ virtues ihall never be eilaced from our hreafts; the ciuiie£r 
^ which you have ftruggled, is a glorious caufe^ the world diat 
^ has witneiled your exertions, iball witnefs ours aIfo,r-^ iiill 
« and lair r^prefentation of the people of Great Britain, wt ibekf 
^ with all the ardour of men and Britons; fbr die (ake of which 
« we «re not only ready to wSi with vigour and unanimity, hnU 
^ we tfuft) prepared alfo to fufirr with conftancy* 

^ Our beft wiihes will ever Mend you; and >nmI do bdieve 
^ Ah the day is not very diftant when we fliall ngsin receive 
^ you, on Britiih Azores, die welcome ^^hildren of a Fftis waA 
'^ HAFPY country," 

« Refolvcd, That the lame be (cnt ^ HtfDcSn Muir, Pablier, 
^ Skirving, Margarot, and Gerald. 

^ Ordered, That dv 6id Addre6 be publiflitd in die Neift^- 
« papers. 

^ Mr. Joyce gave nodce, that he would, on Friday next, briiig 
^ forward a motion rdadve to die fpeech of Mr. DundaSi Od 
^ Tuefday laft, refpeAing the introduiftion of Scotch Law in 
^ England. 

^ Read a letter from the London Correfponding Society, 

^ Refdved, That die fame be entered on die books of dui 
** foQcty. 

^ Mgrcb 2Jtij T794» ' 

" To the Secretary of the Society for Conftituti(»nal In* 
^ formation. 

^ Citizens, 
« I am direfted, by the London Corrdponding Society, to 
^* traj)fmit the following refolutions to the Society fof Conftitu- 

tional 
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^ivf^ldeing tbe importaat mnfitfes uriiidi the prefent jundure 

* if nftirs feeas ta require. 

* The LoflJen Ccndjpanding Society qonceivet, diat Ao 
^ffiomeot is arrived when a fiill and explicit declaration ia 
^ omfla^ froQi iaO the Fiiqids of Freedom,-— Whether the 

* btf ill«g4 and wd^eaidrof {vofecudons and fenoences ifaall de-. 
^ temioe us tQ abandon our cauie, or ihall excite us tojpurfue a 

* lldteal I«fi)ii9f with an ardour proportioned to the magnitude 
^ ef ^ !0l9ey3^ and widi a zeal ai diftinguijhed^ on ^vr parts, as 
^%ittr$fichrj fAathgrty m die fame glorious oaufe, is notorUus. 

* Tbp Socie]^ for Cooftitutional Information is therefore re^ 
^ quired t0 detemune, whether or no they will be ready, when 

* odled vpoo^ to 2jSt in coQJun<Sbon with this and odier focieties, 
^ to qMui a fair repreientation of the people. — ^Whether diey 
^ concur with us in feeing the neceflity of a fpeedy Conventkn^ 
^ for tte pturpofe of obtaining, in a confUtutional and legal 

* flftetbodi a redrew of tfaofe grievances under which we, at 
^ profent^ labour, and uriiich can only be effedually removed by 
*^ a ftdl and fair refH-eibntadpn of the P£0Pi,i£ of Great Britain. 
^ llie Lrondan Correiponding Society cannot but remind their 
^ friends, that the prefent crifis demands all the prudence, 
^ nvuAwiVfy and vigour, that ever may or can be exerted by 
^ M«N £mdBrii9Us^ nor do they doubt, but what manly firm-t 
^ nc6 and conftancy Will fioally, and ti^y believe ihortly^ 
* TXfcMiVATB in the full accompliflmient kS all th^ir wifhes, 

^ I am, Fellow Citizen, 

^ {\a my humble meafure,) 
« A Friend to the Rights of Man, 
(Signed) « r. HJRDTj Secretary.'* 

^ Refidved unammoufiy, ift. That dear as Jus^Tics and 
^ LiWRTT afe to Britons, yet the value of them is comparatively 
^ final!, without a dependance on their permanency ; and diere 
^ can be no fecurity for the continuance of any Rt^ht^ but in 
^ EQUAL Laws. 

« ad, That equd Laiws can never be cxpefted, but by a fuH 
^ uA Aii jrqtfcfentatiQA of ^ peoplev««<-T^ obtam which, in 

^' thp 



^ lUc 'fr2j pointed out by the Conftitation, has been aidis Ae 
^ fide ohy^St of this fociety^— rFor this we arc ready to hazard' 
^ every thing 3 and never, but with our lives, will v^e reUnquifli' 
^ an ob}e^ which involves the happinefs, or even the polit!64 
^ e»iftence of ourfelves and pofteiity. 

3d,, That it is the decided opinion of this fociety, dn% tor 
^ fecure ourfelves bom future illeg^ and fcandalous prcrfecutioiiSy' 
^ to prevent a repetition of wicked and unjuft fentences, and to 
^ recal thofe wife and wholefome Jaws that have hien wrefted 
^ from us^ aod of which (carcely a vcftige remains y there ought 
1^ to be immdiauly a Convention of the Pbople, by -delegates, 
^ deputed |br that purpofe, from the different focieties of fbe 
f* Fri0fds of Fretdanty afiembled in the various parts - of this 
** nation. — And we pledge ourfelves to the public, to parfiie 
^ every legal rnetho4 fpeedily to accoxnolifh fa defirablo a 
* purpofe. 

** P. S. I have to inform you, that a general meeting of ibi 
^ fodcty will be holden on Mondajs, die 14th of April, the place 
^^ to be announced by public advcrtifement. 

•^ Refolved, That it is fit and •proper, and the duty of this 
^ fociety, to fend an anfwer to the London Correfpdnding 
^ Society. 

*<^ Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the Lood(Hi Correfl 
^* ponding Society, that we have received their communication, 
^ and heartily concur with them in the objefls they have in 
^ view; and that, for the purpofe of a more fpeedy and eflbdual 
** co-operation, we invite them to fend to this fociety, next 
f* Friday evening, a delegation of fome of their members:'* 



<' At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutio/ial Infotrmation^ 
*^' held at the Crown and Anchor-:Tavem, Strand, Friday; 
« Apfil 4, 1794. 

^^ PRESENT^ 
" Mr. Symonds in the chair. 
H Mr. Tooke, Mr. .Thompfop, Mr. Blake, Mr, Bonn/ey, Mr^ 
*' Wills, A^, J, Pcarfouji Mr, Joyce, Mr, J, WiUiams, .Mr. 

« Wardlc^ 
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• Warfie^ Mr. Bardyv Mr. Holcroft^ Mr; W, Siarpe^ Mi», 
^ Becfc, Mr. Kydd, Mr, Banks, Mr. Richten 

- * Read a letter from the committee of the London Corrcf- 
« ponding Society, acquainting this fociety that they had depatei 
■^ Matthew Moore, John Baxter, John Thelwall, Richard 

* Hodgfon, and John Lovett, to hold a conference with tic 
^ members of this fociety. 

^ Mn Moore, Mr. Thelwatt, Mn Hodgfon, Mr. Lovett 
^ and Mr^ Baxter, attended from the London CorreTpondlng 
« Society. 

^ Refblved, That a delegation of five members of this fociety 
^ be appointed to meet the meoibers deputed by the London 
•^ Correfponding Society. 

« Refolved, That Mr. SharpCj- Mn Joyce, Mr. Warfflc, Mc 
^ Holcroft, and Mr. Itydd, be a deputation to confer wilik 
« the dq)uties of the Corresponding Society. 

^ Reiblved, That there be appointed a committee of corref- 
^ pondence of the members of this fociety. 

« Refolved, That Mr. Joyce^ Mr. Bonney, Mr. W, Shaipc, 

* Mr. J. Pearfon, Mr. Tooke, and Mr. Wardlc, conxpofe tlse 

* committee." 



• At a Meeting of the Society for Conffitutional Informat'ron, 

* held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 

« April II, 1794. 

. « PRESENT, 

** Mr. Joyce in the chair. 
^ Mr. J. Wniiams, Mr. Tooke, Mr. J. Pearfon, Mr, Symonds, 
^ Mr. Hull, Mr. Wardle, Mr. Milner, Mr. Kyd, Mr, Wills, 
<* Mr. Thelwall, • Mr. Scott, Mr. Thompfon, Mr. G. Wii- 
« liams, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Chatfield, Mr. Beck, Mr. Haniy, 
^ Rev. Mr. Macewen (Dundee), Mr. Fawcett (Pancrcfs-- 
^ lane) J Mr. Jennings, Mr. Richter. • 
^ Mr. Joyce made die report of the Meeting of the delegates 

* of the London Correfponding Society, fQr (he purpofe of this 

« Societr 
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« Sociely OMjperftting whh die London C^rr^podfalg Bcxftty^ 
^ and that they had come to the lollowing rdblutions : 

^ ift) Refolved) 1"hat it appears 16 thi) oomtittcb ynkfio* 
^ lireable that a General Meeting or Conyentioil of the Tnank 
^^ of Liberty, fhould be called for the |)urpo&«ft&iiigifcil»ttNii 
^ fiderajtion the proper Biethods of obtaining t AiUandfturlU^ 
«* fentation of the People^ ' 

^ 2d, Refolved, That it is Nieoiinnendell to At SocS&ttty Iv 
<< Conftitutional Inforntatio% and the Londoa Corrdpta&| 
^^ Society, to inftitute a regular and preffingcorrefponikBtorlririi 
^ all thofe parts of the country where fuch meafures may be fikdy 
"K to be promoted, not only to ioftigate die ftdedes Untdf 
^* formed^ bat to endeavour alfo to produce fttdi other aflbdatioai 
•' as may farther the general objed. 

^ 3d, Refolved, That it appears to this committee^ lliat tbe . 
^ general obje3 will be much protnoted, if a {landing coaunittBe 
*^ of co-operation between the two fociedes were eftabfiffaed, for 
^ the purpofe of holding perfbnal coaununicati(m widi (udh meni!* 
^ foers of fimilar focieties in other parts of the Country as toxf 
^ occafionally be in London, and vriio may t>e autfaofiscd bj 
^ dieir reipe6Uve focieties to aft with fudh odrnmitfeeeSk^ 

^ Read the foUowiitg letter ftm the Secretary to dit Londoa 
^^ Correfponding Society* 

* ClTtZEK^ 

<^ I am ordered by the committee of ddegaiea of the LondoA 
^ Correiponding Society, to inform the Society f^ Conftitutional 
" Information, that they approve of the refolutions of the Com- 
" mittee of conference. 

" Therefore, the London Corrc^nding Society have chofen 
« Matthew Moore, John Thelvi^l, John Baxter, Richard Hodg* 
" fon, and John Lcvatt, to piit in praftice tmmediatdy the 
^ fecond and third refolutions of thsit committee, 

(Signed) • <^ THOMjtS HARDY, Sicrefaryr 

^ D. Adams, Secretary to the Society for Confiitulhhat 
" Infvrmatiort,** 

c( Refol?e^ 
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,^ Re{ttlvc4 Tb^t tlie report of tke committee of ^g«ees 
^ from die Lohiton Correfponding Society, and of this fedety^ 
^ be futttred in die books of this fociety: 

** ift^ Rcfolved, That it appears to this fodety very defirable, 
" that a General Meeting of die Friends of Liberty fhould be 
^ eaIM» lor the punpofi^ of taking into confideratioa ik» proper 

* iiodloi^ 0f ditsining a foil and fair Reprefentatian ^ the 

« ftd^ Refolded, That ic appfears «» thi# fociety^ that td^ 

* {jeMNi obj^ wifi bdf much promoted if a landing committee 
^ '«f oo-iipnnidcin were eftablifiied, for the purpofe of fad£n{ 
^ ptribad coBimMikaCion with fiidi member^ of fimihr focietiee 

* in other parts of tbe country as may occafionally be in London, 
^ and who may be authorized by their tcfpeStive focieties to a6t 

wilh CGnRniitteeStf 

« 3d| Reiblved, That tiie comnttme of corrdpondenee aheady 
^ appoinled by dli« fociety, be the committee for co-operation 

* and eommtitiicai^on with the commiltees of olber foiriedes. 

^ Ofdiredy That die fecFeWy be defired to fend a letter t^ 
^ tfie London Correfponding Society, afiquainting diem widi dlb 
^ members^of lius fociety appointed to e«ifer widi thenu 

« Refdved, That Mr* Joyce be rcqueftcd to accept of the 
^ office of fecretary of the committee of corjrefpondenee, 

^ Mr. Joyce being prefent, accepted of the faid ofEce*'* 



* At a Meeting of the Society for Conffitutional Information, 

•* held at the Crown and Anchor-Tavern, Strand, Friday, 

« May 9, 1794. 

« PRESENT, 

*• Mr. Wardle in die chair, 
« Mr. Hull, Mr. J, H. Tooke, Mr. Froft, Mr. W. Sharpen 
« Mn J. Pearfon, Mr. Hodgfon, Mr. Joyce, Mr. J. Wil- 
** liams, Mr. SavAge, Mr. Chatfield. 

" Read a ktter from Mr. Muir, on board the Surprize tranf- 
** fport, in anfwer to the addrefs of this fociety. 
" Refblved, That the feme be entered in the books of the 

" fociety. 

4 « Read 



^ 1^^ a pdmphlet^ containing certain proceedings of ^ 
^ London Corrcfpondin^ Society, and of this fociety'. 

•* Refolved, That two thoulahd of the fame be printed by Ais 
«&ciety." .._ 

Jffr, Mackam I found this printed pamphlet at Mi^ Adams'^ 

Mr. Garr&w. This is one of the famphkts wfaidi the bft 
lefolution of the Conftitutlonal Society dire£i:ed to be publifhec^ 
and which was found in the pofleifion of the fecretary to that 
fcdety* The letter of the 27 th of March 1794 is introdudory 
ta this ; that is, a letter from the London Correfponding Society 
ft> the Society for Conftitutlonal Information, with their ic1(k 
lutions enclofed ^ they have been read before. 

Mr^ Erfkifie^ This letter having been already readj I fhouM 
be forry to infift upOn the Court and Jury hearing it again, bift 
when parts of papers are read^ other parts may be out dl reed* 
Ie£Uon; though your Lordfhips and I may have a recdledion of 
it, the Jury may not : I cannot tell whether eyery body elfe will 
ibrm the fame opinion of my cafe that I do, otherwife I fhouM 
not be apprehenfive of any thing. * 

Mr* Garrow* The firft thing is the letter, and the refolutions 
of Ae 27th of March, which have been read. 

TIjc following extraSfs were read from the printed pamphlet fr9* 

duced by Mr, Maclean., 
•* Proceedings^ t^c, of the Society for Conjiitutional Information. 

" Society for Conftitutlonal Information. 

" London^ March 2% 1794. 
" Refolved, That the following addrefs be fent' to Meflr5-' 
" Muir, Pahner, Sk^rving, Margarot, and Gerald. 

" Friends and Fellow Citizens, 

" Although we have hitherto been the filent, yet we have b^ 

^ no means been the unconcerned fpeibtors of your conduft anc::^ 

*' fufferings. We have feen and approved of your exertions fo^ 

*^ your country's happine&— We have marked with honeft in-^ 

^ dignation, every ftep that your enemies have taken to brings 

** you to your prefent fituation. Your enemies are the enemies^ 

« 0^ 
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^* of Public Liberty, the men who are confpiring againft the 
^ happinefs of mankind. The caiife in ivfaich you are embarked, 
^ and to which vou have borne an honourable teftimony, is 
•* worthy of every exertion, and its importance to the world too 
^ great^ to expe£l its accompliihment without oppofidon. 

^ The hiftory of liberty, for whofe lake you are doomed to a 
•* long and unmerited exile, will afford, in the prefent inftance, 
^ dat confoladon that former martyrs to the fame caufe have 
^ experienced ; the confoladon, that you will noty yoxx^cannoty 

* fuffer in vain. 

. ** Men may periih, but truth will prevail ; neither perfe- 
^ cution^ nor banifhment, nor death itfelf, can finally injure the 
** progrefe of thofe principles whidj involve the general hap- 
. ^ pinefs of man. 

«* While, therefore) we join every friend to humanity in 
" lamenting what you have already endured, and with anxious 
^ hearts, andcipate the perils to which you may be expofed in a 
^ barfen and uncultivated country, yet we can rejoice that the 
^ £nirces of happinefs are limited to no place, but are as 
«* exteniive as the dominion of God ; under the proteftion of 

* that Great Being, may you at all times, and m all places, 

* fed the pleafure that arifes from confcious integrity. 

** Pellcfw-Citizens, we affure you that, die memory of your 
•* virtues fliall never be ef&ced from our breafts ; the caufe for 
** which you have ftruggled, is a glorious caufe, die world that 
•* has witneiTed your exertions^ fliall witnefs ours alfo. 

" A full and fair Reprefentation of the People of Great- 
** Britain, we feek with all the ardour of Men and Britons, for 
^ the lake of which we are not only ready to aSf with vigour and 
" unanimity y but we trujl^ prepared alfo to fuffer with conjlancy. 
^ Our beft wiflies will ever attend you, and we do belieye 
^ that the day is not very diftant, when We ifiall again receive 
" you on the Britifli fliores, the welcome children of a Fr^J5 
" and Happy Country. 

« By Order qf die Society.'* 

VoL,IL I "To 
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^ To the Cksaimam of theSociety for Conftitudonal InfbnnatioiL 
** Surprize Tranlport^ >^riV 16, -1794. 

« Fellow CmiEKs, 

« I have long fince looked upon your fociety with adndmioii 
■*' and eftcem, confidering it as the fource and fdiool of moft of 
^ the political information, which, by the bleffing of God, tab 
« overfprc^ the Jftaiid. I have been inftrufted by the wlffldh 
^ of your jiapers, and anhnated by the fpirit of youraddreffis. 
** That my condufi is approved by fuch a fooiety, is myprMe 
** and my joy. 

" You fay, (and the confidcration is the fupport of mjriifi) 
*' that the hiftory of liberty will prove by the experience rf, hir 
" for?)i£r martyvsy that fufferings in her caufe cannot be in wnn, 
** That my fufferings may not be in vain, I ardently tnfh'diat 
" the eyes of my countrymen were open, not only to theiiHe- 
^ gality and defpotiim of my fentence, but to the Abcrmfilg 
" mcafures by which it was brought about^ My yurywas ibfU 
" times packed by the fervants of the Crown before it fat ufm tti* 
^ In the firft inftance by the SherifPs deputy, placemen tmint* 
^ diately appointed by die Crown; in die feccxid, by dieCfOito 
" Agent, I/ord Advocate^ &c. at Edinburgh ; and ki the Ch94 
" by the Jufticiary Lords, who tried the cauie. 'Thcfe'lafti. 
*' arbitrarily appoint the fifteen particular perfons who are Co'fit 
** upon the accufed The ftrongeft objeftions are rnerv air, as 
*^ the Lords alone are the judges of the validity of them. *A 
" majority of the fifteen condemns^ If, therefore, mirafti7» 
^^ with their all-extenfive influence, can in three countries fihi 
« only eight fervlle tools fubfervient to their views, the fortune^ 
" the liberties, the lives of all Scodand are at their mercy.. Trial 
" is condemnation. The fentence is appointed before^iarfd by 
" the Minifter, and mine was known a full week at Edinburgh 
^^ htfcn: it wns uttered. The}' can luin, -or even murder whom 
'• i}3cy pU:u'v.\ This infainous robbery of the firfl right of En- 
«^ \?ySnme.r). a trirJ by Jury fairly chofcn, 1 iiuve endeavoured co 
*' for /orth iji ^ l.r.;cr ir> the Editor of lVj jMoniing Chronicle, 
*'• W.. 0£tobcT or November^ of thu d«;te (if I remember rightly) 

(C ot 
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of the iidor 47th, of wKdi I now avow ill jfcaffiieau&or, i6 
wrhich I beg leave to draw flie attention of die Society for 
ConfBtutional Information. Farewell, Fellow Citizens. 
^ I aril, with rcfpeft and efteem, 
*^ Your equal Brother, 
** THOMAS FYSHE PALMER.'' 
Surprife ^hheadj April 16, 1794." 



^8utfrifi,Tranfport^ Spith4ad^4prUi^y 1794, 
^ Mk* Pre»id£nt^ 
^ Pdrmit me^ Sir, to afiure you, and the rd^edable Conftitu-^ 
ional Society, diat the very confoling addrefs, rectived agree- 
ably to Ihrir Refolution of the 28th idt. has -ekciteSd in me, as 
iUb in the hearts of eadi of my fellow Martyrs, for Ae im- 
xirtsnt caufe of univeHal iuffrage, and annual Parliaments, the 
tnoft Kvely 'fenfetions of gratitude and efteem. The Conftitu-^ 
dand Sftciety was the foremoft of true Patriots to raife th^ 
Stmdard of Reform^ for die purpofe oif redeeming from the con- 
bUkiinating 'and contagious influence of corruption, thofe ve- 
leraUe, but almoft loft principles of the Britifli Conftitution. 
Wrought into it by Ae blood, and irrefiftible energies of ouf* 
oref^lthers, many of whom, rather than that thefe principles^ 
iptm which depend the virtue and felicity of Society (hould ht 
oft fight of, exhibited their high efteem of them on Scaffolds 
Hid in Dungeons; that all, even the moft callous fpeftators 
night be perfuaded, diat the truths for which they did not 
icdcon even dieir lives too dear a facrifice, were furely wordiy of 
he unprejudiced inveftigation of all. Your remark therefore 
8 juft, and it is very foothing to us, ^ We do not^ we cannot 
%ffirforfuch a caufe in vain." The refentment of our ene- 
nies, driving them into fuch abfurd meafures towards men, 
igsunft whom vice of any kind is not even alledged, muft have 
moved in every unprejudiced mind, the reftlefs queflioni 
Why? Why are men who feek the improvement of their 
fpecies thrown with .Felons into Dungeons? And full in- 
fomiation muft follow lincere enquiry, and at lei^th convert 
I2 ' •*'«11 
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^ all to the fide of truth and righteoufiieft. I therefore cbearfiillj 
^ confent to fiifier to prmate tht gemiral good. 

^^ We are blamed as having prematurely, at leaft, expoied our* 
<^ felves to the neceffity of fealing by our fufferings, the caufe we 
^^ would promote. If in this cafe we have erred, I will readily 
^ take the whole blame, as having ftrained every nerve to pK& 
^ forward the meafure of a general Convention, as beizig the mij 
<< means to avert impending ruin. I fought to arouie and alann 
* my countr)rmen to coniider their extreme danger. I feared 
^ that the neceffity for fuch aflbciation would be on us before we 
^ were prepared for it. Beii4es, what meafure could poffibly in* 
^ tereft fo much the public enquiry ? what has fo much increafed 
f public information? It excited counter aflbciations,andcau(ei 
<* every man to fee who were on the fide of .truth, and who were 
^ on the fide of corruption : It expofed the felfifh and intercfted 
^ defigns of the one, and the unfeigned profecution of the public 
«( good by the other. I fpeak fo with the greater confidence be* 
^^ fore a Society that muft have marked the progrefs of irforma^ ' 
^' tion fo long under their own aufpices. You muft know that 
« this progrefs, the exciting the enquiry of the public, has been 
<^ more ext^nfivelyeiFeAed during the laft year,thandur]ftg the tea 
" preceding ones. The caufe was the General Convention. The 
" terror and hatred of Miniftry to it proves the truth. Who 
*' then would have refiifed even his life to have been inftn^ 
" mental in promoting fo much good. 

" Your explicit approbation of our condufl: has prompted diis 
*' -felf-cxultation; forgive therefore my freedom. I may be miC- 
" taken. The important Revolution in human affairs, to whidi 
*' every Chriftian looks with anxious hope, may be yet diftant; If 
" it is, Tyranny may ftill triumph. .But God forbid it. It would 
" then be better to die than to live. But though I hope die rc^ 
« verfc, I know, as you juftly obferve, « That the important (f 
^' the caufe of Freedom is too great to the world^ to expeif its gccom- 
" pltjbmnt without oppofition^'' and the oppofition of defpairin^ 
« Tyranny will be dreadful, it will be deftrudiive; and why ?— 
« becaufe nothing but its ruining laft ftruggle will roufe man- 
" kind from their idle dream of fecurity. They regard not, tbe^ 
.. • ^ pi*} 
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•• ffity not its pT^fent viifims. They put off die evU ftr from 
<* diemielves, and hence it overtakes them fuddenly, ^ when their 
^ ftreqgth is gone, and there is none fhut up or 1^" Hold faft 

* dierefore what you have attained. Your afibciation alpne can 
■* prerdsttfaedreadful coniequence of fuchindxfierence. Uniting 

• Lovs f J thijlttngthy as well as filaa of mankinds Cemem 
*'by reciprocal kind communications, tht union of hearts^ oftn^ 
** tere/fsj of meafures^ which have b££N solemnly re* 
^ solved. By b doing, you mil eicape die deftrudion which 
^ is coining on all die eardi. 

^ Worthy Citizens, I will folace my mind, when drooping, 
^ with the kind aflurance which you have vouchfiied by your 
^ maftcrly addrels, that I, with my brethren, have a place in 
^ your afieftion and prayers ; and I will believe with you, '< that 
^ tbo day is not very difiant^ when you Wfll again receive us 

• M Briti/b Jhores^ the welcome children of a free and happy 
« ptopU»* When indeed it fliall be demonftrated, « That our 
^ enemies are the enemies of public liberty ; the men who conjpired 
^ V^^ ^^' happinefs of mankind.** But dio^igh the mighty are 
^ combined, though diey (hould fo far prevail as to fcatter 
** utterly in their vain apprehenfion the friends of trudi, the 

* principles of it which are already eftabjifhed, is the ^ ftone 
^ cut out without hands, and (hdi beconie a great mountain 
^ and fill the idiole earth," for he who firft commanded the 
^ light to (hine out of darknefe, is its almighty patron. 

^ Be aflured, my dear brethren, that I have already realized 
^ the pleafures of confcious integrity, and can refled widi the 
^ fincereft £uisfii£Hon, that I was influenced in all my exertions 
« ibr die caufe of Reform, by that benevolence which I would 
« ever cultivate as the principle <^ every kind of human ex- 
<* cellenoe. 

^ Widi fentim ehts of the moft unfeigned efteem and refped^, 
' •* I am, 

** Your fincere wellwifher, 

« W. SKIRVING." 

** The Pfcfidcnt ot die London Conftitutional Society." 

1 3 ^ Surf rife 
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« Surprife TtranJ^vrty J^rll 7^ 1794, 

^ To the Members of the Society for Gc^iititutioDal Infiannatm 
** in Ldondon. 

. ^ That the ipuit of Freedom is not extingiiiiM» but ftiB m 
.^ tains its former energy, in defiance of the artifioesL andboTdfc 
^ violence of Deipoti(m, is an obje£l of hi^ c onfe la ta on tErn^ 
^ mind, Engaged in the facred caufe of man, individud mm ii 
<' an atom of little values^ and in fpeaking of himieli^ uriie&te 
^ recoUeds and contemplates the principleis of Us oondnfili 
^ fhould difdain to make ufe of the term Sufferings WhtuMtta 
^ vain afle&ioD, for myfelf, I difclaim the afTumption of tafin^ 
^^ ordinary merit, The man who has a£fced in obedience to the 
** law of his own confcienccj has fimply difcharged his duty ; anl 
^* the contrary iuppofition would involve him in guilt. I M 
^^ deeply perfuaded, that many of the men, whom I now adBreft 
<^ in a fituation kfs circumfcribed, with abilities more powerfiii) 
f' but not with hearts more honcfl, after having atchieved iAx$, 
" I could nQt acccmplifh, would with the fame filent fcorn have 
*' regarded each foeble attempt to fhackle and to reprefs fte free- 
'< born mind. 

" Your preceding exertions, in attempting to. procure a feir 
« reprefentation of the People in Parliament have been ts^ 
^ ritorious. They are a folemn and fure pledge of their fiituit 
*' continuation. In proportion to the number, and to tire rapidity. 
*' of thofe tremendous fcenes, which daily in fucceffioai pais bc- 
^ fore the eye j Jll^ All of them deriving their exiftcncc fcorn Ai» 
« violation of our ConfHtutional Rights, let your ardour in pro* ' 
^ curing arefiification of what is wrong be incretfed. Confident 
^ you will-obtain the bleffing of that Beings whofc grej^ defign i«l 
♦' the happinefs pf his creation. 

« TH0MAS MUIR,'*^ 

" It bdng recpmmeded at a former Meeting, to the Membeic^ 
^* of the Society for Constitutional Information, ^^ 
** perufe two printed Sermons of the Rev. J. H. Willi^ffm^ 
^' preached on the Public Fafts pf 1793 and 1794, as prodaSioJC*'' 
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^ of lingular worth, theibcietycam&tothefoUpmi^.xuyu^ 
« rdabidaKiL;— • 

« London^ .A^ril 2$y ^794* - 

^ Siei^ir^ Tlu^.tb^grateMtlvuik^c^du^rocietybepaidto 

« ^ ?^v. J. H, Williams, Vicar of -Wcns-Bjoum, War- 

^ wickfhire, for tbe publication of his two ineftiqiable Sermons 

* on die Public Fafts of April I793j and Febjuary 1794- 

* The, do&rines and fentiments. which they contain* are in 
^ pt!(fsSt uiufim with the principles of this fociety ; and we 
^ txuft that die motives and fprings of action which he recomr 
*. mendsi^ will ever be found to direfi our conduct 

** By Order of the Society^ 

« D. AD AMS^ Secretary." 

* Society for Conftitutional Information, 

«* May 2, 1794. 
^ This being the Annlver(ary of the Society, upwards of diree 

* hundred perfons dined together at die Crown and Anchor- 
** Tavern, in the Strand. 

« JOHN WHARTON; M. P, in die Chair. 

** STEWARDS, 

« Thomas Thompfon, M. P, « John Pearfoil, 
« John Chatfield, • ^ ♦* Ardiur Blake, 

^ John Bellenden Gawler, « William Sharp, 

« Robert Knight, « Thomas Wardle, 

« George Wingfield Sparrow, " Charles Goring, 
« Jfer^ah Joyce, ** John Bonham." 

« John WiHiams, 

* During ^e tipoe of dinner, and between the toafts, a nume- 
^ reus band phyed the popular tunes of Ca Ira^ the Carmagwly 

• Ac Marfillois Marcby the Demfitrat^ and a new piece of mufic, 

* called the ** Free Constitution." 

^ After dinner the following Sendments were given with un- 
** bounded applaule : — 
^ I. THE RIGHTS OF MAK. 

• 2. A Free Conftitution. 

•*3. The Swine of England, die Rabble of Scodand, and die 

Wrctdxcs of Ireland. 

1 4 « 4. E<iual 
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"** 4* Equal Laws and Liberty. 

« S- May Dcfpotifin be trodden under the Hoofs of ilhc* 
^ Swinifli Multitude. 

«6, THE ARMIfS CONTENDING FOR LIBERTY." 

" 7. Wifdom, Firmnefs, and Unammity to all die Patziod^ 
^ Societies in Great Britain.' ' • 

« 8. To the reign of Peace and Liberty. 

^ A Citizen ihtn rofe, and in a fliort fpeech obferved, that Ac. 
^ Stewards feemed to have forgotten in their lift of toafts, a' 
^ perfon who had done more than almoft any man towards fbi 
« Reign of Peace andJLihertj ; h^ would, therefore, propofe as'« 
<^ toaft " Lord Stanhope." An amendment was propofed, that 
^ inftead of Lord Stanhope, Citizen Stanhope fhould be drank^ 
^^ which was received with Plundering applaufe. 

" 9. May the Public Revenue never be applied to the pur- 
** pofes of Corruption, 

« 10. The Viftims to the caufe of Liberty faffering unScr 
^ the fentences of the Court of Jufticiary. 

" II. Archibald Hamilton Rowan, and the Patriots of Jrchni 

*' \2. The perfecuted Patriots of England. 

« 13. MAY THE ABETTORS OF THE PRESENT 
« WAR BE ITg VICTIMS. 

'' 14. The Chairman, and fudfcefs to his exertions in Ac 
^* caufe of Freedom. 

" Mr. Wharton thanked the company for their marked appro- 
^ bation of his condu£):, and pledged himfelf to continue his 
*^ efforts in the caufe of Liberty. He then faid he ^puld propofe 
** as a toaft, 

« 15. That fteady Friend to Liberty, John Horne To<*e, 

^ Mr. Tooke faid, he hoped it would be the laft time tha^ 
^^ his health (hould be drank. * His ambition was, that hereaft^ 
•* his MEMORY Jbould be given. 

« j6. MAY ALL GOVERNMENTS BE THOSE 016 
« THE LAWS, AND.ALL LAWS THOSE OF TH^ 
a PEOPLE. 

" 17. Thomas Pa^ic, 
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<< The Chairman then gave as acondudiDg toaft, a Sentimeiit 
* diredlj in oppofition to thsU of Mr. Wyndhanu 

^ 18. Profperity to the Commerce and Ailanuj&dures of Great 
^ Britain.'' .-^_— — .,«,^_ 

Mr, Garnw. There follow feyeral fongs, which are ftated to 
hye been fung at the dinner.** — I do not defire them to be read, 
Vttt haye not the finalleft objedion to their being read, if Mr. 
£rikine wifhes it. 

JtA*, JSrJkine. I am not particularly anxious for a fong at the 
jrdent moipent. 

[Thefongs were not read.] 

It beiiig now paft twelve o'clock, a converfation took place 
refpeding |he adjournment, in which the Jury ftated, that 
tbey could not have the neceflary refreibment of ileep in 
At Seffion Houfe, having only one room, and nothing 
but matrafles to lie down ypon, and that they had not had 
dieir clothes off for more than forty hours. TheCoui^el on 
bodi iides expreflcid their defire, that the Jury might have 
every poffible accommodation. The Court being informed, 
dat the Jury could have beds at the Hummums, in Covent- 
Garden, (with the confent of the Counfel on both fides) 
direded that they fhoifld jgo thither. Four officers were 
fworn to keep the Jury; and ^e Jury went in coaches to die 
(lummums, attended by the Under-Sherifis, and the four 
<5>ficers, 

Adjourned till Eleven o* Clock. 
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SJISSION HOU$£ IN THE OLD BAILEY, 

ThurfdayyO£foh0rtbi yotbyJI^/^ 

PRESENT) 

LpriChidCJiiftko EYRE; 

Lord Chief Baron MACDONALD j 

Mr, Baron HOTHAM; 

Mf.JufticeBULLER; 

Mr, Juftfce GROSE J 

And oAers his Mdjefty's Juftkes, &c. 

^omas Hardy fet ta the bar, 

Mr. AiUrney General, I am going to produce Come papexf 
found in the pofleffion of the prifoner fi> far. back as the 3pdi 
April, 1792, by vyHhiich if will appear that the prifoner, Mr, Mar^ 
garot, Ntr, Martin, Rlr, I^ichter, one of the perfons named in 
this in4iftnient, were at that tirtie chofen Delegates of the Cor*- 
refpooding Societyi, abd Mr^ Vaughan, and one or two more of 
^em, I think were to draw up the Conftitution^of 46. Sodcty,— -* 
f ihall produce a letter of the prifonef defiring that conftituton to 
Pe drawn up. 

Mr. Gurnelh Thefe two papers I foun4 in Mr. Hardy's 

poflbffibn, 

[J^ey wprg read,} 

« Monday^ 2Pth Aprils 1792, 

^^ Correfponding Society, Divifion No. 7, held at the fign of 
*^ the Coach and HoBrfes, Linceln^B Inn-Fields* 
** James Sheriff in the chair. 
^ Refolved unanimoufly^ That Maurice Margarot be ap- 
^ Pointed our Delegate to the Handing Committee of the f:,veral 
divifions of the Cori^fponding Society. 
** That laid Delegate Ihall continue in office during the fpacc 
^ ihree months from this day„ 
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«That thefe Refolutions, figned by the ^Chairman, be tranA 
* mitted to the Prefideiit of the Committee, 

** Signed by oi;der, 

«JA*. SHERIFF, Chairmaiu'* 
Indorfed « Jpril 30, 1792, Divijhn No. 7. 
« M". Margarot, Delegate.'* 



•* To the Delegates of Ae London Correfponding Society. 

>* At a Meeting of the Second Branch of die aforeiaid Society, 
^ held at the Blue Pofts, f%.«iarket, 

** Mr. M*' Bean in the chair, 

** It was unanimoufly Refolvedj 
** xft. That the Precedence is to go by rotation. 
*'' ^y. That David Rowland was linanimoufly eIe<Sle4 Se* 

•* Cretary. . ' ' 

^ 3dly, That Mr. Martin was unanimoufly elected Delegate 

** for this Society, for three Jnonths from the date hereof. 

•' By order of the Society. 
^ April 2ptb^ 1792. " D. ROWLAND, .Secretary." 

Indorfed ** Mr. Martin^ Attorney at Law^ Richmond Buildings 
^^ 2^tb Jprily 17<)2^ 
*' Divifton No, 8. John Martin, Delegate^ 

«' Divifton No. 8, Blue Pojls. John Martin Delegate.--^ 
" James Black, Deputy^ the lOth May, 1792, in confe^ 
** quence of Mr. Martin's non-attendance.** 



Mr. Lauzun. I found thefe two papers in Mr. Hardy's 
houfe. 

[They \vere read,^ 
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*' This is to certify, that we, the Divifion No. i6 of jhe 
^ London Correfponding Society, have chofen John Baxter ouji^ 
« Delegate, 

« EDW. JONES, Chairman- 
« Nov. 5, 1792, « E. GRAY, Sec^," 

Indorfed « Afr. Matgartt. 

^ Divijkn JWr, 16.'— -John Baxter, Delegate* 
^ No.of Members y:' 

« Tburfday^ 8th Nov. 179^* 
^ On an application being made to the Committee of Dele- 
« gates of the London Correfponding Society, by John Riehter, 
** of Divifion No. 6, for leave to inftitute a Divifion of tbis 
'< Society in the neighbourfiood of Knightlbridge, he is hereby 
^ audioriz^ to do fo in die courfe of the next week, and tdce 
« the name of Divifion No. 19 of Ac London Corfcfpohding 

•* Society. 

• Signed by order, 

cc MCE. MARGAROT, Chainnan. 
« THO*. HARDY, Secretary. 

*^ This is to certify, that John Riehter is appointed Delegate 
f firom Divifion No. 19 of the London CorrefponJiing Society, 
^ this firft Meeringj at the Friend and Hand, Litde North- 
** ftreet, Knightfbridge, this Monday, the 26th Nov. 1792. 

"JOHN RICHTER, Chairman. 

« ALR. WATING, Secretary.'' 
Indorfed ** To the Citizens delegated for the Management of the 
" Affairs of the London Correfponding Society^ ^c. fcfr. 
** Divifion No. 19. 
« John Riehter, Delegate.-^^No. of Members^ 6/' 



Jl^-. Gurnell, I found thefe papers in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 
They were read."] 
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'^^ ^thM(lJ^^']^t. 
** Mr. Hardy, the bearer of this^ is delegated by the Dmfioi^ 
« of the London Correfponding Society that meets at the BeD^ 
** Exeter-ftreet, Strand; and isi authorized to affift at tlrefX^oiii- 
^ mittee appointed to form a cpnftitutional code of laws finr^e 
" government of the Correfponding Society. 

« ROBERT BOYDi" 

Indorfed " 2Pth Aprils 1792, 

" Divifion A/i,2.— Tho». Hardy, DekgateJ* 



■ ■ * ■■ 

. ^ The 3ptb Jpril^ i^Q% 
*SMr. Vaughn, the bearer of ibis,.ij? delegated by the Divifioo 
« of the Gorrpfpondiijg Society jthat meets at the BfJI, Exetjert 
*^ ftreet; and is authorized to aifift.at the Comoin^^ttce ap- 
^ Iioi|ited tio form a conftitutioo^ coi^ qf -laws for the g^mnw 
** ment of the Correfponding Sociejtjr. 

Indorfed " jpthApril^ 1792. 

^ Divifion No. 3,— Felix Vaughan, Delegate** 



« Sir, 
^ I take the liberty of fending you a few of our orij 
^ papers, for your perufal this afternoon — ^If you fee any tiung 
<* in them worthy of adopting, for the approbation of die Dde* 
^* gates to-morrow evening. — Some of them are fweet flowers ^ 
** and I hope you will be like the bee — extraft a little from 
*' each. I wifh you (if you fee any propriety in it) to cxxpf 
*^ part of the preamble 5 that part, I mean, that mentions tire 
** number of inhabitants in each of thofe populous towns dnt 
^ have not a fingle voice in chufing a member to reprefent 
" them. — I am fure it would have a good effeftupon the public, 
*^ and likewife* the rotten boroughs in Cornwall ; when thofe 
** papers were read in our Society in its infant ftate ; (but, by 
^* the by, it is fcarcely out of leading-ftrings now ; but do not 
*' let a doubt remain with us of fuccefs) they v^^erc fired with in- 
" dignation at fuch an unjuft and unequal reprefentation ; many 
** never heard of any fuch thing. — ^If our Society were fo af- 
4 ^ kBoA 
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* ftAdi,l7tiie'£nie^«vay of reafei^ tens of th^uCrnds <>f the 
^foiple «f diis niiion ^outd he ^qualljriro, if tfaey were in-^ 
'^'feftied of &e exifttace ^ thofe evils ;-^ibr ibine of them {ih 
' In^-epiM^} are the- ixK$ft glarifig that can be endbibkcd to tbb 
^ puNic— Bxeufe 'Bie >fcr ^taking iuth liberty with joa^^-'-^l 

^ *' Your and die Soeietjr's jwabus- friend, 

" THO*. BAEDY:' 

• M. 4, Taylor's Buil£n^s^ Cbandas-Jlrau 
« To Mr. Vaughan. 



Mr* Lauztuu I found this.prihted paper in Mr. Hard/s houfe. 

Sir -fUlmiMg 4xina0srwire read from the faid fitperj.infifU 
ibiJijport ff the Ommittee of Conftitvttan of the JLondon Ckf* 
rf/^muSng Society. PrhUedyir the ufeof'the MaOkeri^ 

^ FELtovr Crrratws, 

** Knowing, from experience, diat thofe who (through lihed^- 

* praved^hrte of -what'TfliooId be the reprefentative body ) are 

* foffiaredto prejr on tfie ritslls of our Country, <krive iJk 
'^ prindpai part of their fiiccefs, in oppofing an equal reprt- 

* (eittation, from the aftire circulation of falfehoods, refpefiing 

* riiis, arid other frmilarfocieties ; we diink it advifable, that you 

* ihoutd give an explicit declaration of your PRINCIPLES 

* and WISHES, which we conceive to be as follow: 

«* I. That all men are by nature free, equal and independent 

* gf each other. 

* ^ 2. That, to enjoy sdl the advantages of civil fociety, it is ndt 
' neceflary that individuals ihould relinquifh more of their na- 

* tural independence than is required to fulfil this injunflion* 
« Let the minority yield a friendly fubmiflion to the majority.*' 

" 3. That no majority, however great, can juftly deprive the 
^ minority of* any part of their civil rights : — wherever it is at- 
' tempted, t^e fecial bond is broken, and the minority have 

* a ri2,ht to refift^ 

«4. The 
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<« 4. The civil rights of every individi^d are equalitjr of ^{^ 
^ in the making of laws, and in the choice of perfons by whoa 
^ thofe laws are to be adininiftered.— Equality before At bm^ 
^ whether in claiming its protefHoin, or fubmkting to its fentescc 
.^ Freedom to publiih his opinion, to exercifc hts religious y(f)it*> 
^ {hip without moleftation or reftri6tion, and to enjoy his pti!* 
<^ perty, fubjeffc only to fuch contributions as may be impardalljf 
** levied for the public fervice. • 

<^ 5^ Submiflion to any meafure does not imply filence as to 
" the propriety or impropriety thereof. 

" 6. Every power entrufted to a magifirate, hnplles a tt* 
** fponfibility for the exercife of that power, 

" 7, The foregoing are not new, but are the original prin- 
" ciples of Englifli governmcsit. 

** 8. The total departure from the principle of equality in the 
^ ele£Uon of the l^flative body, commonly called the Houfecf 
-^ Commons, is the chief caufe why the people of Britun sue 
^ now deprived of the benefit of the foregoing principles i tA 
^^ in place thereof, labour under a continued fyftem of extortion 
. *« and monopoly. 

« 9. The Corn a£l — is a grievance immediately refulting from 
^< the rcftri(Sbion of the choice of reprefentati ves, to men of landed 
^^ prpperty ; by it the price of bread in general is doubled, and 
^ fometimes much more than doubled ; for whenever this countsy 
*^ happens to be blefTed with an abundant feaibn, a part of tbe 
^^ taxes under which we groan, is applied to encourage the ex- 
^ portation,.and advance the price of corn. Thus we pay one 
** tax to gqvernmcnt, to give the landed man an opportunity of 
^ laying on another. The liackneyed pretence for this aft 
" is, ^' the wdfere of the farmer.?' The real intention of it is, to 
*' enable the monopolizers of farms>to pay enormous, rents. 

** 10. Game laivs — tliough too evidently calculated to- difann 
*' the nation, may in general be attributed to the fame rcftridlion :— 
** by them, even the Farmer, on whofe property the game is fed, 
." is robbed of every conftitutional right of a Briton, and fub- 
" jefted to the brut^ity of a Bafhaw in tlie form of a country 
^ juftice, from whom there is no appeal. 

« II. 
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** II. JSxcife taws — indjiamp duties (and the fconfequent fyftem 
*af fpics and informers) equally repugnant to die profeffed 

• principles of die coflftitution, and moft extfenfiVe in their op- 
^ pieffion ; are often IntrdduGed merely as engines of corporation 
" influence J for in fdrfie inftances, the {Produce of the fax does 
" not pay the ^pence of cblleftion ; were the fenfe of the na- 

• tion feirly taken, it is impoffible to believe but tKdt whatever 
^ fum might be neceflary for the public ftrVice, it Would be 

* ndfed by means lefs obnoxious ahd lefs ekpenfive< 

** 12, The mtitiny a£f — which would never have exifted^ had 
^ not the bulk of the people been excluded from reprefehtation. 
" It refte^ts a charge of hypocrify on thofe who affeft to bewail 
^ the late events in France, yet calmly view the defenders of 
^ their own country, fubje£ted to eVery fpecies of fraiid, infult 

* and cruelty. The military excellence of true republicans, in 

• all ages, proves ir to be unneceflary. Convince a Briton, that 

* htf i^ about to fight for a country, in which his rights are duly 
^ confulted, and the* cat of nine-tails may be burnt by the hands 
** of the tommdn hangmaiii 

* 13. The imprefs fervice — ^equally cruel with the foregoing, is 
^ another efFeft of partial reprefentation: it has lately been 
" proved that the expence of this fervice, if applied to encreafe 
** die falm^n*s pay, Would render inlprefling Unneceflary 5 but it 
" is m6re cdnfifterit with the governmeiit of a fa£i:idn, to diftri- 
" bate the fum amcJng the offiders 6f corporatlonsi 

•* 14. The ill effefls of partial reprefentation are not confined 
^ to men in private ftations ; We challenge*corttradi£lion when we 
^ afTert that, in general, promotion, whether in the Army, Navy, 
** (Jr Ghilrch, is the effe<ft of parliamentary cornieaion, ^nd the 
** reward 0/ parliamentary proftitution. 

^ 15. We canndt entertain a doubt that flie foregoing ftate- 
** mcnt of" grievances will be admitted as juft by oUr country- 
« mcii at large, and alfo'that an equal reprefentation, by uni- 
« Verfal and annual fufFrage, Would tend immediately to redrefs 
" them. It remains td proVe that the difficulties fald to attend 
«< fuch a fcheme arc rtierely the chimerical inventions of in- 
«* terefted men* 

Vol. n. K « 16. Let 



*« 16. Let. us (uppofe aU parti?!, corporations,^ (thofe ba^es ot 
•*. flavery.) aholj0i€;d; a^nd. qoafiiler. the whole ifland aa one cor-. 
« poration, diyjided. into qounties or cities, fqr the purpofes of> 
" embodying apd eXArqifing militia, &c. and for elefling repre- 
" fentatives, fubdivjdcd into diftrifts, or townfliips, as nearly as. 
** conve;iie;it, in equal. proportion to the number of inJ^bitantL 

" 17. Allow. to c^ch diftrift, or tpwnlhip, one repre(ent?^iyc, 
^ and let it be fubdivided into parilhcs, and every man entitled. 
" to a vote, be regiftercd in. the parifli in which he i^efides* 
^'r Large parifhcs may be fubdivided into wards, or hamkts* 

** 1 8, Let every voter give his votjc in the parifh in whidi&fi- 
" refidcs j let the votes be brought in writing, and called for in. 
" fucceffion, either alphabetically, by. the name of the voters, or. 
•^. numerically, by the wards and numbers of.houfes j— cither of; 
" thefe methods. would prevent that fourCe of riot, the praflicft 
*^ of voting in party groups, 

" 19. The truth of entry of every individual vote in each 
^' parifh would eaiily be examined, and the totals of the feveral 
" pariflies in each diftrift fo eafily colledlcd, that. we icruple 
" not to a5ert, a general Election might be decided, with in- 
" difputablc certainty, in twelve hours* 

^ 20. In faying the whole ifland (hould be confldered as ope 
" corporation, we do not wifh to be undcrftood as recommending 
" that diilricts Ihould chufe their reprefentatives from diftant 
** parts. On die contrary, we tfiink the reprefentative fhouH' 
*' always be a refident of the diftridl, as his character would be 
*' better known to his conftituentSr Hcarfey charaSers are lel- 
*' dom any other than the blazonings of faction, 

'^21, It is indifpenfible to good goverrunent, that repre- 
*' fentatives fbould be paid for their fervice to the public* The 
" want of open and honourable reward, retards the exertion of 
^ laudable charafters, and fubjefts the nation to the fraudulent. 
*' and delufive pradliccs of mock patriots, 

". 22. To thofc wha arc cojivinced of the propriety rf die 
" foregoing ideas, and only afk, how Ihall we attain the prance 
*^ of them ? we anfwer, JJidate. By fo doing, you will better 
^ correcl and ftrengthea each other's opinions on the fubjed of 

^ liberty, 



^ Kbefty, and eVentudly abafh the tbok of corrupt inftnence aHd 
« lawiefr ftowcfr^-EfFcds which arc notto'W dcpeaedYmm the- 
" v^eaiid'defultorf7excrtioh of inaividual opinions. 

^ Having thus ftated what we coriceive to bethe ftnthnents of* 
« tife Society^ We recommend' that the mcmberJ fhall meet 
" ittdivifions, confiftmg as nearly as convenient of Airty mem- 
** bers each, and that the management of its afiairs be veffed' 
«in one COMMITTEE OF DELEGATES, one SE- 
« LEGT eOMMITTEE, and- one COUNCIL, fubje£t 
« to REFERENCE TO THE DIVISIONS and TRIAL 
^ BY JURY, as more particularly defined in the following 
«feaions^ 

^ SECTION J. ' Form of Aimtjf%9n and Duty of a Member. , 

" I. Each Candidate 'for admiffioh into this Society ihall be 
'*■ propofed bj^ a 'member, wKd'fhall either beteng' to the divifion 
'* in which the propofal is made, or be perfohally knowhas a 
^'mertobei* of this fociety, to two members of fuch divifion. 

" 2. The Secretary (hall enter, the name, refidence arid occu- 
^'patioh of' the Candidate, together with tRe propofer's name^ 

* and number, jn the minute book of the divifionj and the Pre- 
*' fideht 'fhall put* the following queftiori to the"pr6pofer : 

** ' Are you well acquainted with' the Candidate you propofe^^ with 
' his means of ///>, and his political principle's^ and are you well 
' ajfured that his general char alter is fuch as will noiie difgrace^ 
^' fut to this Society?' 

" 3. If the propofer fhall anfwer the foregoing queftion in the 
^' affirmative, the prefidenf fhall demand of the Divifion, whether 
^"any member -has any objeftioh to the candidate. 

" 4. If no objeaTon" fatrrfaSbiy to'the DiVifibri fhall bef made, 
^ the Prefidcnt fhall put the following queftions to the Can^ 
^ didater 

^'Are you convinced that, every man who has attained to years 
' of difcretion^ is in pojfeffion of bis reafon^ and not difqualijiid by 

* •crimes^ ought to have a vote for a Reprefentativey andnot more 
'. than one vote? 

K2 ^'Ari 
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^ An y0k ccnvincei that the reprefentatUn Bughi U he ikidet 
** : as nearly as foffible in proportion to the number ofele£tortf 

<^ Jre you convinced that the election of Reprejentatives tf tie 
^ People ought to he Annual? 

^ fVill youy by alljujlifiable meansy endeavour to promote aRi- ' 
^•form in the Parliament of this country^ agreeable to the prtH' 
** ciples which you have notO profejfed? 



cc 



** 6. No raember (hall be allowed to ftile hHnfel^ or any oAcr, 
" by any party luune^ whether intended to convey refpe<^ or iA 
« jreJiwa, 

*^ 7. All political appellations which do not in their immediate 

interpretation convey an idea of political fentiment or fituadon, 
^ are party names. The following do not fall under this 06- 
^^ jedllon, as will appear by their explanations : 

^^ Republican^ — One who wifhes to promote the general wet- , 
" fare of his country. 

*^ Democrat^ — A fiipporter of the rights and power of Ae 
*' people. 

** Arijlocrat^ — One who wifhes to promote die interefl of a , 
" few at the expence of many. 

" Royal fjij^ "Among the ignorant part of mankind, fignifi^, 
"a. perfon attached to regal government : among artful courtiers^' 
*' it is a veil for their own ariflocracy. 

** Loyalijty — A fupporter of the conftitution of his country. 

** Citizen^ — The ancient appellation given to the members of 
" free States. 

. ^' Subje^y — can only with propriety be applied to a member of 
" a State, whofe government has been inftituted by foreign con-» 
^ quefl, or the prevalence of a domeflic fa&ion. 



*^' SECTION 11. The Organization and Power of a Divifion. 

*^ I. Each DSviiioA (hall meet. once in a week) on any evening 
^ m the-weekj except Thurftlay and Sunday. 

*♦ 2. The hour and glace of meeting, fhall be at the convenieiiGe 

^' of each divifion> but muft be announced to the conftkvted 

^•bodies. 

«}. Ead 
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i * 3. Each Diviiioh (kail elcft from its own members, a Prefi- 
" dent^ Vice-prefident, Secretary, Affiftant Secretary, Ddegate 
» and Sttb-ddegate. 

** 4. Each Divifion (hall be furnifhed with three books, (viz.) 
" one to bear die number of the Divifion, — A fimilar book, to 
" be called the Supernumerary book of the fame divifion, — and 

* a third for entering minutes. 

** 5. No Divifion book fliaU contain more than 30 efFcftivc 

* names :— fubjeft to variation as hereafter mentioned. 

^ 6. Members admitted after the Divifion fliall amount to 30, 
*' fliall be entered in the Supernumerary-book — ^but not before. 

" 7. As foon as the members entered in the Supernumerary* 
^ book, (hall amount to 16, they (hall be entitled to a number as 

* a new Divifion : They fliall determinie the time and place of 
" dieir future meeting; they fliall receive a Supernumerary- 
^ book, and a minute-book, and a new fupernumerary«-book fliall 
^ be delivered to t^e original Divifion, 

^ 8. Members entered in any Supernumerary-book while lefs 
•* than 16, fliall be entided to vote, and, in every refpeft be con» 
«* fidered as members of the Divifion to which fuch Super* 
•• numerary-book fliall belong. 

« 9* No new member fliall have a vote the fame fitting, in 
•* whidi he is admitted; nor transferred member the lame fitting 
** in which he is transferred. 

^ 10. Each Divifion fliall be allowed one fliiUing and fix- 

* penceper week for rent, furniture, &c. 

^ II, Every member fliall have liberty to introduce one 
" dranger, provided fuch member fliall anfwer that the.fentiments 
^ of the ftranger are fuxiilar to ours, and die fiune fl;ranger fliall 
•* not be introduced more than twice, except for the purpofe of 
•* admiffion as a member. «,«.,„..„.^ 

* •* 23. In cafe of perfecution, and that the means provided by 
« die Vlldi, Vllldi, and IXth, Sedions of diis Conftitution, 
^ fliould not produce the efFe£l of re-eftabliflling a reprefentative 

* body of diis Society for two weeks fucceffively, every divifion 
^ fliaU !»vc power to ck^ four perfons, whofe pov\rers fliall 
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<« be the Ua^Q ^ the fojir 9f}icers of the ^Gpininittee of De-' 
'* legates. v 

^ 24. The fole objeft of thofe four perfoi\s, ihall be the i:e- 
" eft^blifhment of the Reprefent^tive Body, and ^hey ihall ;-^port 
** progrcfs weekly, and be weekly fubjeci to revocation* 



Afr. Attorney General. It then goes on to ftate t^e i;nqdeof 
c^leftion; the duty of the Prefident and Vice-Prcfident j qf .the 
Secretary and Afliftant-Secretary ; the Delegates ai\d Sub-De* 
legates. It then ftates the Coi^mittee of Delegates, Rea4 Ae 
iiril four articles of that fe6lion, and the 14th and 2ifk^ 

« SECTION VI J— the Comjnlttee of Delegates, 

" I. The Committee of Delegates is the xeprefentativ.e and 
« legiflatiye body of this fociety. 

" 2, Their duty is indiyifible, and the reprefcntajLion fliaU not 
** be impaired by any appointment, either of thenifelves, collec?, 
*' tively, or of any other conftituted body^ which may fubjefi ijie 
** members thereof to be abfent from, their meeting, or to be 
" parties concerned in anyfubjeft under their difcuflion. 

" 3. Not lefs than Three-fourths of their yrhole n^jmb^r ihall 
*' be a quorum, except in cafe qf pcrfecution, . 

^' 4, There fhall be no difparity or diflimilitude ^jstween tbq. 
" members, by offices of Prefidency, or Sec^etaryfljiip, 



" 14. The duty of the Coinmittee of Delegates is to dire^ 
" the conduft of the executive poAvers in all mattery wl^i^h ^q 
" not require fecrccy or e^ipeditipn, 
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21. If the executive powers^ for the pfirpofe of obtaining 
" their approbation, fliall communicate any thing whiph a ma-. 
" jority of the Delegates fhall approve as neccfTary to be 
*f fccretly done ; the whole Compiittee of Delega^ are bound 
'* tp fecregy. • 

« SECTION VIII— the Sekef Committee, 

" 8. No mcnjb<;r of this Committee fliall be adq^iitted untB* 
<< he has anfwercd in the aflirmative, the following queftion, 

" which 
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^iriiieli ^l^efiJt by die officers & ^e r6nmdttee dT I^e^ 

« legates : 

^ .2>» jrd« prmifij that jou will mt relin^tiijh theftatlon which 
^ J9U are about to take in this Society^ on accouht if any perfecution 
^ which may be brought on it. That you will ferfevere in 
" meeting the Select Committeey and to the utnafi of your power'^ 
" encourage every other member of this Sociefy^ to fulfil the duty 
« of his refpe^ive flation? 

« THEIR OFFICE IS, 

** I, Preparatory as they may be directed, either colleaively 
" partially, dr individually, by the Comfhiftee oF Delegates, or 
* the couiiciL 

" 2. Referential as to any matter adopted by the Committee 
" of Delegates, or the Council, or by both, which they may 
^ judge improper, 

" 3* All intended publications of this focJety (hill, previous 
^ to being printed, undergo their colleftive examination. 

^* 4. One-third of their whole number fhall be a quorum* 

« SECTION IX^the aunciL 

^ t. Shall be compofed of one Treafurer, one principal Se*. 
^ cretary, and not left than four Affiftant Secretaries. 

** 6, The principal Secretary fhall record all Laws udiich fhall 
^ be made by this Society, which fhall be printed annually. 

** 13, Every member of the council (hall be really acquainted 
^ with every tranfaftion of this fociety, however fecret 

** 14. Each member of the council ftxall have a complete lift 
« of die ih^mbcrs of every divifiori of this focifety, with their 
^ refidences, which lift he (hall depofit to the beft of his judg^ 
«* nicnt, in a plate of fafety. 

» Section Xl—bf Accufathn and trial 
*' I, If any member Ihall think another unwordtyof being a 
^ member of this idfciety, or that he has a£led fal any degree im- 
** properly, he fhall ofFer his acciifatioh ih wHtihg^ figned by him- ' 
^ felf, in tlie Divifion of which the accufed is a member. 
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^> ^ 2« Every acpufatiot^ ^hail ftate the Uf Qn ixAiid) ff k 
•* grounded. ^ 

• ^ 3^ If the decifion of the diyifipn (bajl be in fevpr of tbe 
f accufed) t^e trial ihall go no ferther ; if not, the accufer ftall 
^5 give a ftatemcjit of the cafe, in wjriting, to jhe Pelegate erf hit 
*^ own diyinqn, (9 be laid before the committee of Delegates. 

f^ 4. No vote or refdutiop, touching any matter of accu&tioBi 
^ fliall pa& in any divifion, except that of the accufed, (^s moh 
^ tioned In the laft Article) nor in any pf the conftitoted 
«' Bodies. 

*' ^. The Delegates having received the cafe^ £M1 eleft fm 
** perfons, not of their own body, nor of the divilion, or divifionsi 
** concerned, to zSt as Prefident, Secretary^ ViccrPrefident, smd 
" AiHftant-Secretary in the enfuing ^ial. 

" 6. They fliall alfo iflue notices to each ^ivifion, except • 
^ thofe of which the accufer or accufed are member^; mcn- 
^ tioning the time and p)ace of trial, ai^d the four perfons wbon^ 
^ they have appointed to fuperintcnd it, and requiring each of 
** them, to return one Jurymaii. 

*^ 7. Each divifion (hall return, of its own members, one Jury- 
<5 fp^ ^y^^^y bnt none of the foiu- perfons appointed to fuper- 
« intend the trial, nor any member of any conftituted bqdy,* 
** fhall be returnable. 

- ^ 8. Every Juryman fo drawn, and failing to attend at tibe 
•* appointed time, (hall forfeit twofliillings and fixpence, except 
^^ in cafe of ficknef^ ; as fhall alfo each fuperintendant 

^^ 9. The fuperintendants (hall, by lot, take twelve names out 
^ of the whole number prefent, who fhall be the jury for Aat 
^^ trial^ unlefs the accufed objje^b, whiph he may do to four of 
" them, but not more. 

^^ 10. The accufer and accufed fhall each be allowed on^ 
" Afliftant, at their own choice. 

<< II. The Prefident fhall read the accufatioH) and call on tbe 
** accufer to produce his evidence. 

^12. The evidence on the part of the accufer hping do^j. 
f* the accufed may call his evidence. 

<f 13. Duivig 
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"■^ * 13. During ^ time each mtnds is giving liis evidence 
f lie nu|7 b? croft examined by the Jury^ the Prelident, tbe 

• Accufed, Ae AccuTer, or dther of Adr Affiftants. 

* 14. The evidence being dofed, the Accufed aod his Affiftant 
^ ihall be allowed to comment on it, and make his defence ; but 

• the crofi examination (hall be deemed fuffipent on (he part of 

• Ae accufer. 

• 15. If the Prefident fliall think proper, he may recapitulate 
\ die principal poin^ of the evidence, and comment on them. 

** 16. The Jury fliall give their verdift in writing, figned by 

• all tbdr names. 

• ," 17. If die Jury flial] not within two hours agree, that die 

• Accufed is guilty, he fl^ be 9cquitted« 

^ 18. The iffue of tbe trial fliall be reported to the Committee 
H cf Dele^tes, and by theip to the divifipnSf 



y^^e Ricknufn (fwom.J 
Examined by Mr, Bower, 
j^ You are the wife of Thomas Clio Rickman? 
jtm I am* • 

^ What trade is youf hufband ? 
-//. Abookfejler, 

^ Look at thofe books, and fee who they appear to be? 
printed by. [Shewing the witnefs a copy of the large andofthefmaU 
fdition of the Second Part of the Rights of Mar^^ arid the Letter ts 
the Addrejfers.^ 

jt. They are printed for my hufl>and, 
^ Do you know Mr. Thoni^ Paine I 
" J. Yes. 

^ During the time that thofe books we^c printing, where 
did Mr. Paine lodge f 

, J. I believe he was gone ou^ of England when they were 
printed. — ^I fancy fo, 

J^ Did he ever lodge, at any time, at your bufl)and's ? 
. >. Yes. 
^ About what time was ^t he lodged at your hufl)and' s ? 

», A Froim 
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>^. t^rom June to September^ f 79^. 

;^ EKcl ]K>ii ever fee any ctf the fheets Of that work ^vhile Ai 
printing was going on ? 

A Yes, I have. 

J^ Where did you fe^ them ? 

jf. At our hoHfe% 

\^ Your hufband printed thehi ? 

A No — ^he does not print, 

j^ They were brought to your houfe as thejr were printed 
off? 

A I cannot fay I faw them printing, if that is the queftion. 

^ The queftion is, did you fee thofe flieets brou^ to ydiir 
hufband's houfe in the progrefs of the printing ? 

A Yes, proof-lfeeets I haVe. 

^ Were they brought to your huft)and*s houfe at the tkat' 
Mr. Paine was in England i 

A. They were, 

^ You fee there are two editions ; one a large, and die odier 
a fmaller edition ? 

A. Yes. 

i^. Of thofe works, perhaps, a profit was* made ? 

A, There was to have been ; bqt I never had any profit : Mr, 
Paine told me that he had told Mr. Johnfon we were to r^ive 
the profit, 

J^ The profit of one, or bodi ? 

A, The fmall one. 

^ Who was to receive the profit of the larger edition ? 

A. Mr, Paine himfelf,-^-Hc told me the prcrfit of the frtiall 
one was to be divided between Mr. Symonds and my huf- 
band ? 

^ Did Mr. Paine Qome to your houfe at the time of Ac 
printing, and had you any converfation with him about it ? 

A, He lodged at n^y houfe at the time.-.-The finall edition 
was publifhed after he left England j the large One, \ believe^ 
did not make its appearance \ but (bmc of the proof-fheets I had 
feen before he w^nt away ; but it was not publifhed before he 
kft England, 



( n9 ) 

yape J^cfyntm t^tfifs^^ifsmf»i by iWr. Erjkine. 
f ^ Do you mean to fwear •^at ihefe ^e two of tine very 
'books that^oFe |HSi)|it<e4 ^ ^jfOlPnds ^ ydur huiliaAd!? 
j4 To the beft of my knowledge. 

^ Can ypu (^^ Hponyciu tp iWcar tiuit thefe ^re part jof the 
<:opie8 aduaUy pri^^ (or bm^ ^ may -^ey not bav:e :been printed 
by fpmebpdy elfe, and ;b^ e*;^^i»ply like .^leop ? — You bave never 
read the book through, fo as to <be aWe tp ^ that it is the 
fame— You only fee tbl^t A^ i^ ^nl^ed " A Letter addreffed 
^ to the Addreffe;^ s ^" bM^ liQrp way be «cw$ do it, for any tiling 
^u ki\ow ? . "^ 

v/. I know iniothi.ng ahopt; wbfct it cpntaiQS. 
^. Nor do you know it by the type, the paper, />r any thing 
ilbputit? 

J. I never faw it till it was in that ilate. — This pamphlet has 
my hand-writing upon it. 
i|/r. AttoTfiey GeneraL From whom bad you thofe books? . 
A They were fent to me from, I fuppofe, Mr. Johnibn. 
Mr, Erjkine, I fubmit to your Lordlhip, that this evidence is 
%6)t fu^i^nt to entitle them to-read thefe pamphlets. I require, 
ajid I aflc no more, that whenever it relates to this Society or that 
— ^no matter what bearing it may have upQn the iffue of the caufc, 
that they fliould be fixed by the fame evidence a$ would be nec^f- 
iary if they were tried for the publication of a Libel.— I am furc 
the Attorney General will (ipt propofe to have ft loafer proof '\\\ 
the cafe of High Treafon, than in a mifdemcauor. 

Mr. Attorney GeneraK I have given no evidence yet, that I 
tfiestn to give loofe proof in this caufej bi^t I by no means admit 
jhe propofition to the extent in which Mr, Etlkipe ftatQS it, 

nomas Clio ^kkman (fwprn.) 
Examined by Mr. Bower. 
^ Look at thefe two books — Did you publifh one or both of 
f hem ? 

A. They were printed with my name, 
^ With your knowledge ? 
A. No — without my knowledge. 

j^. How camb they, do you know, to be printed with your 
fisant — ^pid yoi; know it fit 0ie time ? ' 4* ^ 
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A. I never did know it, till I was writfeli to^d^t that was the 
cafe — I was then in the country. 

^. At what time did you learn diat thefe lKX>ks were prifltecl 
in your name ? ' 

A. I think it muft be early in September, 1792. 

i^ When you found that they were printed with your nanle, 
did you make any application to any body to know why Aey 
were printed with your name ? 

A. I did go to Mr. Johnfon about that 

^ Who were to have th^ profit of thofe books f 

A. That I never knew but what I heard from my wife. 

J^. Thomas Paine, we underftand, lodged at your houfe f 

A He did. 

J^. Did you ever fee any of the Ibeets of thofe works wUfe 
&e printing was going on ? 

A. No, not as the printing was going on* 

Sl^ Were any proof-flieets, before the work was prinlH^ 
brought, to you ? 

A. Never. 

^ Look at them, and tell us, whether eidier of diem wot 
the books that you printed ? 

A. I did not print the books at all. 

^ Did you publilh them ? 

A. My name was put to them, 

J^. Did you ever fell any of them ? 

A' Yes, many, 

J^ When did you fell any of thofe books ? 

Mr. Gibhs. Do you think that is evidence ? — I do not mean 
to moot the queftion. 

Mr, Bower. Whofc hand- writing is it upon that copy? 

vf. My wife's hand-writing, I believe, 

Mr. Attorney General, In the courfe of your bufinefs, did yoo 
ever know of any other book entitled ** An Addrefs to the 
AddreffcES?" 

Mr, Erjkine. I am fure this evidence is very imperfed-*^ 
man could be fined five pounds upon fuch evidence. 

A, I never faw any bpojc of that title but thist 
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ilfr. jfttsmey^GeneraU Are you a member of the Confti« 
ttttional Society ? 

A I was. 

Mr, Erjkine. Do you mean to take upon you to fwear diat 
d^dfe are two of the identical books that were fent to you iosr 
&le? 

A. I do notr 

Mr. Erjkine. They may be exaftly like them, or part like 
diemi and yet be printed by other9**-Is there any tHing in the 
paper, or the type, diat can enable you to fwear to them I 

A. No. I know nothing about printing* 

Mr. Attorney-GeneraL I fhould like to know how you could 
prove Locke's EfFay upon Human Underftanding otherwife : Is 
tlut the book you fold at your (hop as an Addreis to die 
Addreflers, when fuch a book was afked for ? 

A, It was fuch a kind of book as this. 

^ Look at die matter of die book ? 

Mr. Erjkine. Will your Lordfhip allow a man to look at a 
book to which he cannot fwear, in order to prove that that is the 
idemica! book ? 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre, It is not likely that he fliould hare 
knowledge enough of the work to be able to anfwer the queftion ; 
but if he could fatisfy us that he knew that diis book contained 
the identical words that were in the books that.wete conunonly 
poblifhed under that tide, to diis purpoie perhaps it might be 
evidence. 

Mr. Erjkine. Not having the original book here, could he be 
peraiitted to iay, I do not bring the original book but I biinj 
a copy ? 

Lord Chief Juftke Eyre. If we could be fore it was an exaft 
copy of die fame book it would be the iame as the original; tlkey 
are all copies. 

Mr. Attorney Gemral Suppofe the Conftitutional Society ic- 
fited to Locke's Eflay upon die Human Underftanding, how is 
it poffible to identify that book without calling the bobkfeller to 
pove that that is die book whi$b he fells for Locl^'s Eflay on 
the Hoiium Underftanding. 

tori 
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Zord Chief JuJHce Eyre-. fiSr Aat wouM rfefer merely td the 
contents of the book, it would be very good evideiKe of the* 
contents. 

Mr. Aitomey-'Gemral This is-T«4«it I amaflcing tdi 

Lard Chief Jujtice Eyre. You certainly, are, but whetber'hcf* 
go^s to the length of that is the queftion. 

Mr. Attorney ^GeneraL Is that the book you wouM hfiaiiife ftld 
^ the' Addrefs to the Addreflers^ by Thomas Paine ? 

Lord Cbiifjujhct Eyre. But did he ever read it ? 

Mr. Attomey^Gerural. I would not aik the queftion, unlefi L 
was very well apprized, according to my informacion, of what 
Idnowledge this witnefshas of'it» 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Go on in your own couffe. 

Mr. Aitorney-GeneraU Do you know the contents of It ? 

A. I have read the book. 

J^. Look and fee, whether by the contents of it that is 'the ' 
book you would fell as the Addrefs to the Addreffers^ bjr Thomas 
Paine, if you had been afked by a cuflionier for PaiAe's Addrefs 
to the Addreflers, without any explanation ? 

A. I fhould certainly fell this book as the Lettel* to-the'Ad-^ 
dreflers, becaufe it is fo entitled. 

J^. Look at the contents of it : I will have aft aniwer- to'tfatt 
if I make you read it through ? 

A. I have certainly read die Letter to the Addpcffers* 

^ Look at the contents of the book in ypur handj-and fdcif 
the contents are the fame as the Letter to the Addreflers wMoh ■ 
yoii read? 
; A. I have no doubt of its beino: the fame. 

i^. Is it not from the contents that you have no doubt ? 

A. No, I confefs it is from the complexion of the bbok itfeU 

^. You have been told to look at the contents j noW lookat^ 
the contents. 
A\ have looked at them* 

^ Then have you any doubt that that is the Letter to tfce^- 
Addreflers ? 
A. Certainly, I have no doubt. 
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3ly$min QioRtcimau — Cnfi^xamined hy Mr, Erfilm* 

^ Is the reafon whj^ you have no doubt from the general* 
^pearance of the book, or have you no doubt becaufe you have 
£itisfied your underftanding, by comparing that book with the 
fccolledion you have of the former, having a perfbiE^ recolie^osf 
rf every fentence in the former ?■ 

A* Not of every fentence. 

^ Then could you take upon you to fwear, that it is exa£My 
the fame, word by.wordy and letter by letter ? 

A r have not fworn diat. 

Mr* Attorney "G our aL Have you any doubt diat it is the 
fame?' 

A. I hare not. 

Mr. Attomey-GeneraL Put it into the hands of Mrs. Rict- 
tnan. Did not you put them in die fhop, and mark tkem as 
books to be fokl ? 

Mrs* Ruktnan* I put my name on them. 

Lord Chief Jufike Eyre. Whea? 

A. On giving them to Mr, White^ 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. In your fhop ? 

A No- 

Mr* Attorney 'GeneraL You had them in jrour fhop as books 
to fell? 

A. I ted. 

Mr. Erjkine. I underftand the Court to be of opinion (indeed 
;-am not at all difpofed to argue it) that this book muft be taken. 
It prefent, to be the Letter addreffed to the Addrcffers, upon the • 
iViclamation, by Thomas Purine. What Iv/ilh to know, is, 
«)W it is propofed to make this taking it to be the book it is 
dledged to be, evidence in this caufc. I perfe<ftly underftand 
Bfhy the Rights of Man were ftated to be fo, becaufe thofe whom 
diis profecution propofcs to implicate in certain acts — the Gorref- - 
ponding Society, having come to a refolution to drculate \t, 
tiierefore it was &ir evideiKe. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. You had better hear: ipv. they, pro- 
Kfe to.makeit evidence* 

Mr. Erjkine. I undcrftftiid that there is ^loeyid^ce yet before . 

the 



tfie Court of any reiblution of either of the foctetxes to cittulai 
this book, or to recommend it to reading. 

Mn Jitorney-Gemral. Your Lordfhip will give me leave M 
obferve, that Mr. Paine has been proved to be the author of tbe 
firft part of the Rights of Man > the fecond part of the Rights o£ 
Man — the Letter to the French Nation ; and I believe (though I, 
am not accurate about that, becaufe I was not in Court yeftenbjT 
worning) a Letter to Mr. Dundas. — ^Mr. Paine is proved to be 
aifo a member of the Conftitutional Society, Mr» Rickmaon 
the witneis, the perfon in whofe hands this work was, in Qr<ier 
to be fold, is alfo proved to be a member of the ConftitutkNnl 
Society. Now, under thefe circumftances, I fubmit to th© 
Court, that Mr. Paine and Mr. Rickman being both of diein 
members of the Conftitutional Society, what one writes for pfub- 
Ilcatioii) and the other publiihes, is evidence after what has beeu 
already ftatcd. 

Lord Chief J ujlice Eyre. I cannot imagine mylelf, tbatti)o6 
fiufls, which arc fo perfectly diftinft from the particular fubjedoi 
this indidbnent, can poflibly implicate them fo as to make did/ 
publications evidence in this caufe. 

Mr. Attorney "GeneraL Then we will make it evidencre in » 
moment, becaufe I (hall now produce to your Lordfhips a reib' 
lution in the book of the Society, for printing part of this in the Ar-* 
gus, and then I fhall read that part which is printed in the Argus^ 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre* You might read the whole, and Aen 
prove a refolution of the fociety for printing a part, becaufe that 
proves them cognizant of it, having fcledled a part. 

Mr. Erfkine^ It may fliew a knowledge, but does not fhew 
an approbation P 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre* Certainly not# 

Mr^ Attorney General. I will not trouble your Lordfhip wid< 
Ais any farther. _ 

.1 

'Mr. Gurneli I found thefe papers in Mr* Hardy's ho\£t* 

They were readi, 
^^ Fellow CrriZEJT, 
'' The bare-faced ariftocracy of the prefent adminlftrafi<!tev ^ 
^ made it neceflary that we fhould be prepared to a& on tbe dd- 

« fcnfw 
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fa£ye agaiiA anf attack they ou^y conuAadd ^r new 
minions to make upon uB.*-^A plan has been hit upeo, atid if 
encouraged fufficiently, willy no doubt, have the eff!^ of fur- 
mihing a quantity of pikes to the patriots great enough to make 

' them formidable. The blades are made of fteel, tempered and 
polifhed after an. approved forrri. They may be fixed into any 
Ihafis (butyEr ones are reconunended) of the girt of die ac- 
companying hoops at the top end, and about an inch more at 
the bottom. 
^ The blades and hoops (more dian which cannot properly be 

' lent to any great diftance) will be daarged one Hulling. Money 

' to be lent with the orders. 
^ As the inftitudon is in its ih£mcy, immediate encourage- 

* ment is neceflary. 
« Orders may he fent to the fecretary of the SbtffttU Omftiti^ 

" timl Society. [Struck out.} 
^ Sheffield^ April « RICHARD DAVISON. 

« 24, 1794. 
^ To prevent poft fufpicion, direA- io Mr. Robert M^odyi 

^ Joiner, Cheney-fquare, Sheffield. Pleafe to forward the in- 

« dofed." 
Addrefled, ^ Gtizen Hardy^ No. 9, Piccadilly London." 



The following Letter was inclofed in the loft. 
^ FcBow Citizen, " 
^ The bare-&ced ariftdcracy of the prefent admimftration, 
^ has made it liecel&ry to prepare to ad upon die defenfive^ in 
^ cafe of any attack upon the patriots : a plan has been formed 

* fbr carrying into e(K^ this neoefTary bufinefi.— -Pike blades 

* are made, with hoops for die Ihafts to fit the top ends : die 
^ l>ottom ends of the fhafts (hould be about an inch thicker, and 
^^ is recommended for the flkafts, fdefied by perfons who ara^ 

* judges of wood. The blades and hoops will be fdd at die rate 

^ of one fhilling, properiy tempered arMi polifhed. The wnMrf 

fat wilfr the oidcrs. 

•"RiGHARDPAVKOK 
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• *« DircSt to Mr. iRobert Moody, Joiner, Chenejr-fquare^ Shrf 
^ field, ' to pr^ent the poftwnafter's fufpicion. 
Addreffed.— «* To the Secretary of the 
<* Norwich Patriotic Society."* 



Afr. Attorney General We will now prove that there was s 

perfon of the name of William Camage conncded with die Shef 

field Conftitutional Society ; and that thofe letters are of his hand 

Ivriting. 

V JVilliam Cammage (fworn). 

Examined by Mr, Law. 

^ Was you a member of a Society for Conftitutional InforiM' 
tion, atSheffi^d? 

//. Yes, 
. . J^. Wheadid y»u .firft begin to be fuch member ? 

jf. About the latter end of the year 179 1. 

^ Pid you ever z& as fecretary to that fociety ? 

J^. For how long ? 

-^.-I cannot exaftly 'tell the time; perhaps near* five or fo 
months. 

^ When did you ceafe to aft in that capacity ? 

jf. About the latter end of April or May of the laft year. 

^. Did you in that chamber write letters for the fociety ? 

jf, I did not — ^I ufcd to fign the Ujtters. 

^ By whom was. the bufuiefs of that fociety managed ? 

jf. I cannot fpeak ppfitivelyj by different perfons. 

Jj; Did they form a committee ? or in what other manner di 
th^ condufl: the buftnefs of the fociety ? 

jf. Yes, there was a committee. 
• :^ Who were the leading perfons of that committee ? 

4' One David Martin ufed to attend that conunittee^ J<* 
Alcock, George Widdifon, Matthew Lodwin. 

Afr. Attorney General. It will be neceffary to call the attentio 
Joi die court and the jury to the names, to fee how many of d 



)Ie here named were of that number of twelve, that weit af- 
fxisited mto the Conftitutional Socie^ about the beginning of 
May 1792? . . ' 

Mr. Law. In the converfations amongft the members of that 
fociety, what was the profeiTed obje£): at the time wh6n you firft 
became a member ? ... . 

/ A parliamentary reform. 

^ Did that continue to be their proftffed obje£l ? or did they 
profefs any other, and what objedl, towards the latterpart of the 
time of your continuance with diat fociety ? . 

jf. That continued to be their objeft during my fecretary- 
Slip. 

^ Did you continue to commumcate with that fociety as z 
member of it fince you ceafed to be fecrctary ? 

i. Yes. 

J^. What was the profeffed objeft fubfequent to diat time> after 
you ceafed to be fecretary, and continued to communicate, with 
them as a member ? 

J. I cannot fpeak properly to that ; there will be another fecre* 
tary examined, that can fpeak more properly to it than I can. 

^ Do you remember the fociety at Sheffield choofing any per- 
im to be their delegate to the Scotch Convention i 

/Yes. 

J^. Who was the perfon chofen ? 

J. Matthew Campbell Brown. 

^ Do you know whether Bipwn went upon that d^lega- 
Son? 

J. I believe he dixL 

^ Do you know whether he was ever taken iato cuftody ? 

J. I believe he was. 

J^. Did you go down to him at the time he was in cuftpdyr^ 

J, He was at large when I went tobim. I was fent down t0 
Um at Edinburgh by the fociety. 

^ Wbat was you fent to him for ? 

J. To' carry him a fupply of cafti. 

^Didyoufo? 

^. I did. 

L2 ^Whaft 
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J^. What film rfmbilef 

jfii I took hutif 1 bdicvC) to fSxc amount of tm poono fttoi 
Sheffield; and I called at Lfteds, and took him near the fiunefam 

jBrom Leeds; 

J^ Pid you carry hb» money from any odier focicties?' 

j/. I did not. 

^ Do you know how the money yoa lb carried him was QoU 
leaedi 

A. I cannot tdl. 

One of the Jury. Did yov go to Scotland with this moatfl 

J. Yes. 

Mr. Law. Did you fee him at Edinburgh f 

J. I did! 

^ How were your own fxpences defrayed? 

jf* At the expence of die fociety. 

J^ Who did you receive the money immediately from? 

J. I bdieve I received it from the hands of Mr. Gak. 

^ Who is he? 

j£ A printer at Sheffield* 

J^ Was he a member of die Conftitutionat Society^dieref . 

j/. IbeEevehewaS.- 

J^ Do you. remember iany perfon of the name of Yodie m 
Redhead becoming a member of that (bciety, before you gaifcup 
your place as iecretary ? 

jf. I knew on& Henry Yorke. 

^ Have youever known him by any other name? 

J. No. 

^ Do you know where Gale, tl)e printer, is now t 

A: I do not know any diing concerning where he is. 

J^. Has he ceafed to be feen at Sheffield? 

A. Yes. 

j^ You know a^ perfon of the name of Yorke ? 

A. Yes. 

^. Have you known him bef(»« or fince by any odiernsune? 

A. No, never. 

j^. Heattendedthemeetingof this Society? 

A. Yes. 

^ Since 



( «49 ) 

^ IKocedie timetfaathefaecameaxBeBibexof Ac Somij at 
ihefield, didhe attend diemeotiflgs pretQrzogulady i 

J, Nohedid not. 

J^ Did he take any a&ive partiA diepfooeedu^of die meet- 
igs idien he did attend ? 

A. He uTed Co exhort fometinies \a the meetiags when he did 

tehd. 

J^. Do you recoUet^ the fubjed of his exbort^tt^os I 

jL Nojthey weretoocoinf)IkaitedforiMfl|tprc!<bittor^ 

J^ Did you ever hear himmentioa diefubjeft of anngi 

A. No never in public 

^ What were themeans thithefe cd w irt cg Mb d Idtiberotiety 

carry into effect the objeds they proMfedto be de&o«6 of^it- 

ning ? • 

JL a Paifiamentary Rcfonn. 

1^ What were the means to be lafed ? 

LTdChufJttJHet £pr. How. wasdiat to bebnnq^tibtet ? 

JL "By petitioning Parliament firft, that was h» eadiortRtioii. ; 

JUr. Law. What was die next ineafiiit» fiippofi% tJM^ Peti- 

orqeAed; whatwas thento bedone? 

A I never heardany fpecific plan foinlieA out by him. 

J^ No fpecific plan i 

i£ No, no plan panted out by hinv 

^ You£udliedidiiotinpiiUicadvifi:the«feofanBSs what 

(re you heard him ad vife upon that fubjeft in private ? . 

Mr. Erjkine. What he adviledin private ! 

Lord Chief Jufilce Eyre^ If he is proved to have been at ^ny 

die Correfponding Societies meetings. 

Mr. Erjkine. But \i4iat a man (ays in private ! 

Mr. Attorney General He was a member of die Correi^nding 

ciety> a Delegate from the Conftitudonal Society i 

Mr. Erjkim. My idea is thts^ what an agent might ^y io a 

larate ca& in privato— 

Lnrd Chief yujtiee Eyre. He is not an. agent, but a party* . 

Mr. Law. The time I am enquiring about, was when he was 

Sheffield. Have you heard him in private.recciimiiend did .ufe 

arms? 

L 3 ^ The 
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A, The fociety was threatened to \it difperfed in their meetings 
by the People of SheiEeld, by the oppofite party, 

^. Upon that threat of difperfion what did he advife ? 

A. In private^ the people thought it neccffary that they fliouU 
have arms forthoir defence, and he approved of it — ^he did not 
fee any harm in die bufmefs^ but tJ\ey had a right to b6 armed for 
their own defence. 

^. Againftwhat? 

A. AgainftanyiUegal attack from that party.' 

^. Who were the people that thought it ncceflary t6 ha\'« 
arms? 

A* The friends of reform^ to proteft their meetings. 

^ The Conftitutional Society? 

A. Yes. 

^ Who did yoti hear, what member of the Conftitution^s 
Society, exprefs fuch an idea ? 

A. It was a general idea amgngft a great many, whom I can- — 
not name at prefent. 

^. And Yorke you fay approved of that idea \ 

A. He did. 

^. Did you ever hear him mention any particular fort of arau^ 
as diftingui(hed from arms in general ? • 

A. No— not at the firft. 

^ Did you never hear him recommend any particular fpedes 
of arms to be ufed for this purpofe ? 

A. He was (hown the blade of a pike which he approved of, 

^ By whom was he fhown that blade ? 

^r^Sjiime, and Henry Hill. 

^. Who is Henry HiU? 

^. Heishereasawitnefs. 

^ What is his way of life ? 

A. A fhoe maker's knife-forger. 

Lard Chief yujiice Eyre. By whom was that pike made ? 

A. By Hill, I believe. 

Mr. Law. Did he mention any other fort of arms ? 

A* Nohedidnot. . ' 

^. Inftruments? 
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iNo. . . :• - ; . 

J^. Had you ever any conver(ation widi him re^eftir^ mufjr 

kets? 
if I do not recoIle£l that I ever had. 
J^. You fhowed him a pike, did. he approve or difapprove of 

the form of the pike diat you fliowed him ? 

A» He approved of that form that we fliowed him at that 
! time. . . , • 

J^, Did he fuggeft any alteration Co be made in the form of the 
Pike? ' .. 

A. Not in that. 

J^. What other Pyke was fliewn him . widi refpeS to whidi he 
diJ fuggeft any alteration ? 

J, I believe he had another fliown him* 

^. Was you prefent? 

iNo, .' , ' 

^ Did you ever hear him talk of that other Pike which you 
belieye to have been flu>wA to him ? 

A, No — ^I never did. 

J^. Had you before Yorke came amongft you had any recom- 
meodation of arming for the defence.of your focieties ? 

Mr, Attorney General — ^Did he mention any country in which 
pikes had been ufed ? 

A. No— I never heard him mention any thing of the fort ; of 
Pikes being ufed in any country* 

Mr. Law. How foon after this Pike was fliown to Mr.. Yorke 
<)o you know of any being begun to be made at Sheffield ? 

A, I do not know of any before that 

^ Do you know of any conliderable quantity being made 
aficrthat time? 

A, I do not know of any quantity not to excQed three dozen 
^ I was concerned in oiyfelf,. . 

^. By whom were thefe three dozen made ? 

A. By Henry Hill I believe. 

^. Do you know one Widdiibn of Fargate-ftreet in Sheffield, 
* turner? 

^. Yes, 
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^ Do you know whether he was employed in maldif tey 
ptrtoffbiftPiiMf 

jf. I]uive heardhim (ay he was employed to make a dozearf 
famdles. 

J^. Had you any converiation widi Wtddiibn in theprefence of 
Yorke? 

JiVo. 

^ Was you never at Yorke*s lodgings with Widdifon? 

J. I have been there when Widdifon has been dier^ but I donot 
recolleft any converfation that pafled between Widdifoa wi^ 
Yorke. 

J^. Did pu etrer fee a pike handle at Widdifon's in the fint 
fi^rm as diat you (bowed to Yorke ? 

A Yes — ^I have feen the form of the handle in Widdiibn's pot> 
feflion. 

^ Of the (ame form as thatyou (bowed to Yorke? 

J. Yes. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. Do pu know how Widdi^ ctme 
by that ? 

^. I do not 

Mr. £tff(;.—- *Was it in the day time or at sught that you went 
to y orke's about them ? 

A. In the night 

J^. What time of night? 

A. Between eight and nine o'clock I believe. 

^ Did Yorke take it in his band ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Didhelookatitfor any length of thne? 

uf. No. 

j^ Do you recoUefl what he faid upon looking at % whether 
it would do or not? 

A. No— he made no particular obibrvation. 

^ But that he approved of diat? 

A. Yes— ie did. 

^ From the converiation which paflbd between Yorke t»i 
Hill and you, could'you colled whether Yorke had had anj pikef 
ib9wa him before of a conftnidion which he did not sfproveV- 

JL\ 
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A, I underftood not, by the oonverffttion at that time — bm I 
iinderftood by Henry Hill that he had ihown him that beFore. 

Mr. Erjkine. — ^That will not do, not that it fignifies anything ? 

Mr. Law. Recollect yourfelf — of what number of perfons 
might diat meedng confift at which Yorke recommended them 
to provide themfdves with arms ? 

A No meeting, only at his own private lodgings. 

^ How many perfons were prefent ? 
' Alio not know that any were there at tteit time but him- 
fiif and me^ 

j^a Was there any other time befides that once when he recom^ 
wnded providing yourfelves with arms ? 

Ji I danot recoiled any odier time. 

!^ Do you recoiled any meeting in the month of March, at 
iriiidi the providii^ of arms was talked of ? 

jL I was not prefent at diat meeting, if you mean In this year. 

Mr. Law. Yes. 

i£ I was not at tfaatmeeting when there were arms recommended 
iffiidi a thing paSed-^I never heard that there was a meeting of 
dBtfort*— I was not prefent at fuch a meeting. — 

^ Have the goodaefs to recoiled yourfelf — ^you was prefent at 
ameeting in March ? 

A. Not where &e arms were recommended.-*- 

J^ I am not fpeaking of a meeting of the fociety, but was yoa 
prdent in company i^th Yorke, and others, at any meetii^ in the 
month of March I794> when Yorke recommended the ufe of arms 
orproviding of arms ? 

jL Iwasnot. 

J^. OntheCaftle Hill— Do you remember a meeting on the 
Ctftle HiU? 

A. Yes, I was at the Caftk HiU. 

^ Did he recommend any diiiig of the kind then? 

ilNo. 

^ You know one Davifon who lived with Gale die Printer ? 

A Yes. 

J^ Did jou ever foe any Pikes when he was prefent ? 

jL No^ 
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A. No, 1 never did fee any in his poffeflion. 

^ Did you in his prefence ? 

A. No. 

^ Do you know one Robert Moody ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Do you remember any meeting in the month of Aprils, or 
in any month in the year 1794 when Mr. Yorke recommended the 
providing themfelves with arms ? -> 

A. No, I do not 

^ Do you remember any fpeech made by Yorke upon the 
CalUeHiUat Sheffield? 

A, Yes. 

^ What did he recommend in that fpeech refpe£Ung tie Re- 
form of Parliament ? 

A, That I cannot recoiled at prefent, not to make mentidi^.oj 
the words he made ufe of. 

^. Did he recommend to them not to petition Paarliamentj or 
what? 

Mr. Erjkine. What did he fay ? Is that a way to piit a queftioa 
to your own witneis I 

Mr. Law. Did he recommend that Parliament fbould be peti- 
tioned, or that they fliould not ? 

A. That they fbould not, and a refolve was pafled to that pur- 
port. ' 

J^. Did he recommend any other means ? 
. AVio. 

J^ Did you hear an addrefs to the nation ever talked of? 

A. I heard Ibmething of the kind of an addrefs to the people. 

^ Was it recommended by Yorke ? 

A. Yes, I believe it was. 

^ Then he recommended to them not to petition Parliament* 
but to forbear to petition Parliament; that was agreed upon, and 
he recommended an addrefs to the nation ? Did Yorke walk home 
or go home in any fort of triumph? 

A. After the meeting was over he was conduced home, I be- 
lieve, in a carriage. 

■ J^ Sup. 
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J^. Suppofe you tell us the faft what you mean by cnnduScd 

ne? 

4, Without Horfes. 

i£. Drawn by the people in triumph ? 

t Yes. 

\. Did you ever hear Mr. Yorke iay any thing refpedUi^ a 

tivention? 

/. No I never did, 

^. Never? 

t No never. 

\. Did you ever hear him mention what would be die beft 

ins of redrefSng grievances ? 

f. No I never did, not a word. 

\. And have never fworn that you heard him fay a word of that 

— ^Never about a redrefs of grievances ? 

f. No I do not know that I have. 

\. Or any thing rcfpedling Conventions ? 

f. No I have heard him mention his difapproving of the Scotdi 

ivention. 

). On what ground did he profefs himfelf to difapprove of the 

tch Convention ? 

\ He thought it a wrong piece of bufinefs for the People t» 

nble, for he thought tlie People very much unprepared. 

\ In what refpe6l did he mean unprepared ? 

\ I do not recollect what he faid. 

\ Did he mention any fteps that they ihould bave taken pre« 

tory to aflembling a Convention ? . 

\ I do not recolle<% any thing diat he mentioned in particular 

arative to the meeting of the Convention. 

J. You was down at Edinburgh ? 

: Yes. 

\ Did he ftate any thing that they ihould have done before 

declared themfdves a Britiih Convention ? 

K I think he mentioned that they ihould have firil brought out 

idrefs to the Peofde before they declared diemfi^es to be a 

vention, orto that porpofe. 

JHr* 
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Mr. Attorney General Look at that paper, Did yoa ever fee 
Aat before ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Where did you fee that ktter before ? 

J. In die pofleffion of Richard Davifon. 

^ At yAal place did you fee that letter in the pofleffion of 
Davifon ? 

A, At my own Houfe. 

^ In Sheffield ? 

.f. Yes. 

^ Is diat the letter we have read that was fent to Hard^ ^ 
Did you ever fee that paper before ? 

A. No I do not recoUeft this letter. 

i^. You have fecn it before ? 

A. Yes I have. 

^ How long had Davifon lived at Sheffield ? 

A, I cannot rightly tell, he came to live at Sheffield about tt^ 
beginning of this year. 

j^ Where did he come from? 

A. From Leeds. 

^ Was he in one of the Societies at Leeds ? 
' yf. I bdieve he a£ted as Secretary to the Society at Leed8»«lie^ 
I went to Edinburgh* 

ASr. Attorney General Your Lordfliip will find his name.t^ 
the letter from Leeds that has been read. Had you any conffcr^ 
€ttion about the place to wUch die peribn to whom diat kCte^ 
was direded was to fend his anfwcr to Moody ? 

A, That die dkf£Hon in that letter fhould be Robert Moody 
from London. 

^ Did he give a rea&n for that ? 

^. I do not recolledt he did ; there is die name of BrocUe which 
is fqratdied out. 

^ Had you any taOc how that happened, that a letter was to 
eome to him direded to Moody ? 

j£ We had reafons to Relieve that die letters to die Secntarj 
urere fomctimcs intercepted* ^ , • 
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What IS Moody ? 

Al carpenter and joiiier. 

Had he any thing to do with pikes ? 

Yes. 

WhatisWiddifon? 

\ hair-drefler and turner. 

1 Chief Jttflice Eyre. "What had Moody to da vMk pkes ? 
ie put handles, I believe, to three dozen* 
What kngth were the handles ? 
believe, ibme were sdxmt feven feet* 
What length were die blades ? 
Vbout ten inches. 
IVhat fhape wero die blades ? 
Ibout the (ame ihape as a bayonet. 
Do you mean th^ were fiuted like a b;^oiift ? 
fcs. 

^ the Jury* And pointed ? 
Tes. 

mum. In the form andifliape of a bayonet? 
fes. 

Attorney General. Were there any ef aay otfaef Akipe? 
loy none diat were made — none that were Ihaftadr 
^ere there any made that were iu>t ibafted^ of tmy odier 

rhere was one that was made befei^i Aati?aiMr<tf that 

Was that one that was not of Aal; Ibipe evet iliewa to 

fes> I beHeve it was the one diat HOI took up to Mr^ 

y ou (aw that one ? 
f e^ I have fecn it. 
rhofe that were aftuaUy fitafted were in ibr ibttpe of a 

t? 

\nd the handle (even feet kog^ and tlK bhdc aibovt tm 
' 4.1 
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A. I think fo. * ^ 

^. What wood were the handles made of? ' . 

A. I believe of fir. 

j^ Was there any particular reafon given why the bandies 
were made of fir ? 

A. Not that I know of. 
. ^ You fee there is a reafon in llie letter read juft now ? 

A. Yes. 

Mr. Erjkine. This examination is not regular-— for this is 
Mr. Law's evidence — ^but I do not care about it. 

Mr, Attorney General. Has Davifon been bng at Sheffield ? 

A. No. 

J^ Do you know where he is now ? 

A. No — ^I have never heard of him fince I was taken up.- ■ 

^ Had he left Sheffield at that time ? 

A. Yes, he had left it about a fortnight before I was taken up. 

^. Had Gale left it? 

A. Yes. 

^. How long before you was taken up ? 

A. Nearly about the fame time, I believe. 

^. Did you ever hear of fuch a thing as a cat ? 

A. Yes. 

^ What is that~what is the other name of it ? 

A. A night-cat, I believe, 
r i^. What is a night-cat ? 

A. It ftands four ways — about this fhape. [defcribing it) 

^ Have you feen one ? 

A. I have feen the model of one. 

J^. When? ' 

A. I cannot recolledk — about jfive or fix weeks before I was 
taken up ? 

^ Had you ever feen fudx a thing before ? 

A. No, never. 

^ What is the ufe of a night-cat ? 

A. The ufe of it, I underftood, was for a&ing againft die 
catrafay*. 
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J^.^ Why, how was a night-cat to aft agaiiift cavalry ? 

Am I cannot tell — I have mentioned all I can tell about it — 
I never faw a thing of that fort before — that is all I know 
alKMitit/ . ' 

j^ You, a Sheffield man, mnft know how fadi a thing a» 
that could hurt a horfe ? 

A. By throwing it in the ftreets. • 

* -^ Would it run into his neck, or what other part ? 

A^ Into his foot, I fbould fuppoie. 

William Carnage. 
Crofs-examined by Mr. Erjklne. 

^ You were afked this queftion by the Counfel f<Mr the Crown, 
Prom what pafied amongft the members, what was the profefled 
.^e^ of this fociety? To which you anfwered, a parliamentary 
vtfovm ? 

A. Yes. 

J^. Was that your objeft when you became a member of diat 
fociety ? 

A. Yes. 

j^ You fey you was fecretary to that fociety ? 

A. Yes. 

J^. From the year 1791, to 1793 ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Will you explain to the Gentlemen of the Jury, when you 
became a member of this fociety, in order to obtain a parlia* 
mentary reform. You were aiked, what pailed among the dif- 
ferent members ? What was their 6bje£t ? What fort of par- 
liamentary reform was it, that you fairly, as a mail, meant I 

A. A more equal reprefentation of the people. 

^. A more equal reprefentation of the people, where ? 

A. In parliament. * 

^. In what branch of parliament ? ' 

A. In the Houfe of Commons. 

^ Had you any idea by a parliamentary reform, in your own 
mind, when you became a member, or when ^you continued tfacre^ 
10 touch the King's Majefty^ or the Houfe of Lords ? 

A. No, 
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A* No, ]Mfirer-»-I never htd that idea. 

J^ Never in your life ? 

^. No. 

^ I aik you, in the prefence of God, to ix^om you 
anlVrer, had you any idea of deftroying the King, or Ac Houfii.ot^ 
Lords? 

A. No, God forbid. 

^ Had you ever, in die whcJecourfe of your being a member' 
of that Society, and a Secretary, from any proceedings of Ae 
Afiembiy, from what paiTed among the members, from what diqr 
faid and did (I follow the queftion which the Counfel correfllT' 
put), had you any reafon to think that any of them meant dif- 
ferently from yourfelf ? 

A. No^ never-^jpot an in^vidual amongft the whole Society* 

^. Then I Underftand you to iay, upon the oath jott ham 
taken, and fubjeA to the coniequences here and hereafter, diat 
there was no fuch idea either in your own mind, or from iriiat 
you knew from others, what they faid and what they did, ia the 
mind of any other of the members ? 

A. Never, 

J^ When yoUr iaid that the refolve was not to petition par* 
liament, did you mean not to petition it at that time, or never to 
petition it, when the fentiments of ^ the people at large could be 
known? ' 

A. I cannot fpeak to that — There was no fpecific phn ever 
poiotodout, by v^at means redrefe fbould be obtained. 

^ Was it ever pointed out, or from any thing which 
in y<jur prefence during ali your attendance, that this 
thereiNPefeniadoaof the people iatheHouieof ComaioaswastD 
be carried by force of aans andr violence ? 

A^ No* never. 

^ If you had had an idea that the members of your Soeiety^ 
or of other Societies in the different parts of the kingdoni^ oleant 
by combining force to over-rule the indinatioas of the people 
al kui^ and ^ incUiiatioiis of the parliament, would yOtt have 
tgnCiitttftd-ftmBnibfff of it? 



A, No; I would not. • • % 

' ^. I aik you, under the folemnity of the oath which you are 
inder, to fay, whether you ever heard any thing iaid| or few any 
thing done, that led you to believe^ or to fufpe£t, that diat was 
de intention of your fociety ? 
ii No; never. 

^ Did you ever hear any thing faid, or fee any thing done» 
idiich led you to fufpeft, that it was the intention, even of any 
niicfaievous individuals among you ? 

i/. N05 I never fufpefted It; I never had caufe to fu^ieA 
inyone. 

^. If you had had an idea, independeody of force^ that the 
oil^ed you was about might ultimately have afEe&ed the fefety 
uid honour of your Sovereign upon the throne, would you have 
oomiflued in that fociety ? 

/f No ; I would not. 

^. You fay you continued Secretary till the year 1793 — Did 
jou read, with attention, all that you fignedj — or did you take it 
on trufi, from the opinion you entertained of the general objeAs 
of the fociety, that it was all as it ought to be f 

A, I generally read it before I figned it;r— I do not know that 
levor figned a letter till I had read it» t 

^. Did you continue to be a member after you ceaied to bcr 
Secretary? 

ill did. 

J^. Did you continue to be a member up to die time wfaea 
Jtti was taken up? 

ilJdid. 

^ Did you iee any reaibn, before die time you was taken 
^ to change your (entiments concerning dse opinions of thole 
^A whom you afibdated ? 

JL I did not 
, J^ Have you* had any reafbn to believe; I aik you to look i^ 
^pon your own foul, when you anfwer the queftion, tbat^ tbougji^ 
^ might not intend mifchief originally when ^flftrwtrt^ ifaey 
l^cgan to intend mifchief? 

V0L.U. . M j:Noi 
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J^ Ko; f never did. 

J5: When was it that your meetings began to be diratteiie^ 
widi intertuptfon ? 

A. It wacs about Ae montfi of April, I fancy ; as near as I can 
guefs, the beginning of April or March, 1794. 

^. Do you remember the time when the Convention WM 1» 
meet in Edinburgh ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Was there any thing propofed by the fociety of yitiA 
you^Were a member, or did you ever hear any diing fiud, or fee 
any thing done to the efTeA, that this Convention was to put 
down the King, and the Upper Houfe, and to be itfelf die King 
and the Parliament ? 

J. Never.* 

J^. Did it ever enter into your conception, tfcat this Con- 
vention was to make laws for the public, or perform die fundfons 
of any part of the State? 

A. No 'f I never underftood it fo. 

j§. Was it then to confider, what woidd be the beft means, iq 
a legal manner, to effeA a change in the repreientatiou of the 
pHcople, in the Houfe of Comvions ? 

J. By petitioning Parliament, at the meeting of die Scotch 
Convention ; that was die idea that the Shefiield Society had, at 
that time. 

j^. Whether it was not univerfelly (aid, among your fociety^ 
(I am follo^nng Mr. Law's queftion) that, thofugh a pedtioa 
from a fmall number of individuals would be negleded, aoi 
therefore you laid afide petitioning, whedier it was not the general 
declarations, — I am not fpeaking of men's fecret ideas, but as &r 
as they were manifefted, — that when )^ou had got the jfendmcnis 
of a great jiunibcr of a refpe<^ble part of the people^ and WO* 
then to petition, at a Convention, that the Houfe of Common^ • 
ift^ould attend to your petition, though they would not attend t9 ^ 
i>ctition from a fmall body of men ? 

A, Yes. 

i^; Was that your idea ? 
. ' j/. At that time it was. 

3 *^« 
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general fentiments of the people ^ 
A. Yes, it was ; and my own ideaSi 
* ^ Was yoU) while you cbiitiniied a metnber of the fociety, 
and up to the time that you was taken up, really a friend to 
ihe Britiih Conftitution, in its purity \ 
A, Yes, I was. 

^ Had you any Wifli to bring Intd England^ the defolations 
and d\e anarchies that are in France ? 
A^ No; never. 

^. Had you a wifli to fee Ae King f)Ut doWn frcJm his throne, 
we will not even talk of his death, but had you a wifli to fee 
Ac King, and the Royal Family, put down from their ftate and 
dignity? 
A. No J God forbid that I fliould eVer liVe to fee it 
^ Should not you have thought yourfelf the moft wicked 
and abandoned of mankind, if you had remained an hour in that 
fcciety, if you had thought that the wifli of that fociety f 
A. Yes ; I fliould have thought foi 

^. Did you, from what you faw, or from What yoU heard, 
fufpcft that to be behind the curtain, and the intentions of thofe 
people, though they exprefled themfelves differently ? 

Mr. Gar raw* I muft beg to objeft to that queflion \ It is 
for the jury, what this man fufpefted was behind the curtain. 

Mr. Atturney General. I certainly will not obje<5t to it-^— 
I defire to be underftood, that I, by no means, agree that it is a 
Soeftion that could be put, unlefs I confented to it 

Mn Erjkine. And I am much more pleafed to accept it> 
ttpon the Attorney General's declaration now^ than to argue the 
point, whatever might be my own opinion concerning it. — Theft, 
*'<>m what you obfcrved, faw, and heard^ had you any reafoft to 
'relieve then, or do you now believe, that, though the papers that 
^^tt figned carried upon the faces of them parliamentary reform, 
^ you have expreffed it, that diere was an intention) in point 
®^ fta, to deftroy th^ Conftitution of Great-Britain ? 

-^* No ; I never had reafon, in my life, to believe any fuA 
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' ^ ^o^ £^7) fof the firft time, jou began to be interrupted 
in your proceedings, in 1793? 

v/. Yes. 

J^ What wer^ the nature of the threats ypu received, aiyl 
vhat were you afraid of? 

A. We were afraid of the oppofite party maJking an attack 
upon us in our meetings, or out of doors. 

^ What do you mean by the oppofite party, die King and 
Piarliament, or the people in Sheffield, of a different opinion? 

A The people in Sheffield, of a different opinion. 
. J^ You were afraid of the oppofite party, of die people wha 
thought difFerendy from you^that diey intended to pedeotte you? 

J. Yes. 

^ Did you believe, at the time you was threatened to be in- 
terrupted, that you were doing what was legal ? 

jf* Yes; we believed we were doing every diing that -wis 
legal. • 

^ Did you, for one, believe you was doing what was leg^? 

jf. Yes ; I did not know that I was committing any Aing 
that was wrong. I never heard that any thii^ was not right 

^ What was the nature of the apprehenfion that you had^ at 
the time th^t Mr* Yorke propofed your having arms to itkai 
yourfelves ? 

j/. The opinion I had was> that the people, if diey meant 
to attack us, would do it by force of arms themfdves* 

^. What people ? 

jf. The oppofite party to us in Sheffield. 
^ Had you any other intendon, or from aU diat you Jieard 
in your fbciety, from Mr. Yorke himfelf, or any body in y*r 
fociety, that any other ufe was intended to be made of diefe three 
dozen of pikes, or any diing elfe you had, but merdy to ithoi 
yourfelves ? 

^. Nodiing elfe. 

^. Do you believe, from any diing you heard or fiiWydtttit 
was in the contemplation of any body to employ thefe pikesi tf 
any od^r arms, againft the King and die Parliament ? 
jf. No; never. 

I ^. WouM 
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J^ Would you have remiincd an hour in that ibdety, if you 
had any reafon to fee, that that was the ufe intended to be made 
of diofe arms ? 
, A. No; I would not. 

J^. Did you believe— I am not aiking you the law, for you 
cannot be fuppofed to know any diing of the law — ^Did you 
bdieve that you had a right to arms fiar your defence, under the 
law of your country ? 
A. I did believe I had. 
J^. Under what law ? 
A. By die BUI of Rights. 

4^. Was diat the manner in which the right to have diefe arms 
was debated in your fociety ? 
if. I do not remember any debate. 

J^ But was any thing (aid about your right to have arms, if 
)!0u were attacked by malicious people ? 

A* We diought we had a right to defend ourCblv^ founded 
qKm the Bill of Rights, againft any of tbofe people that mig^t 
Mdcus. 

Mr* Attorney General Who told you diat you' had diat 
tight? 
A* I have heard Mr. Yorke fiiy (b. 

Mr. Erjkine. Was it ever debated amongft ypu, that, if 
you were commanded by the whole authority of the State, that 
you was to raiie arms amongft the people to lupport the authority 
of your Convention as a Parliament ? 
A. No; I never heard that debated. 

J^. Was there ever any hint, that die laws were to be made 
by diofe twenty or thirty people at Edinburgh ? 
A. No; I never heard any fuch thing. 
J^ What did you confider diefe people at Edinburgh were to 
ioy wbo were a Convention from thefe different fociedes ? 

A. I cannot fpeak to \Aax dieir bufmefi was when met to- 
gedier. 

^ Were they to confider what were die bcft means to go on, 
in a legd and peaceable manner, to obtain a Parliamentary 
Reform ? 

M 3 A I fuppofed 
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• A. I fuppofed fo ; I underftood it fo, 
' J^ Did you know Mr, Hardy \ ■ 

A, I never did. 

J^. Did yeu really think, that you were contending for rlgl^ 
that rendered more fecure, and more permanent, the King's tid? ? 

A, I did> I always looked upon it as fuch, 

^. Do you recoiled why that particular fpecies of arms wv 
tecommendeil, or any thing faid about thefe pikes I 

A, I be}ieve it was the ^heapnefs of the article, 

^. You faw a model of this ^at \ 

A. Yes. 

^ Was you an inhabitant of ShefHcld at that time ? 

A. Yes. 

^. Did you ever fee fuch a thing, or know that there was juJjf 
one made from that model ? 

A, No 5 I never did, 
' ^. Did you ever fee fuch a one in the kingdom of Gwt- 
Britain? 

A* The perfon I got it of faid he had feen fuch things, Jpsa^ 
years before, at Newc^le. 

^. But you never faw, nor none of your fociety, to jwf 
knowledge, ever faw any inftrument made after this model \ 

A No 5 not that I know of. 

TFilliam Gamage, 
Re-examined by Mr. Attorney Generat 

^ You fay this man told you he had ktn fome pf theft 
jiight-cats at Newcaftle ? 

4 Yes. 

^. Did he tell you at what time, in the hiftory of his life, he 
had feen them there ? 

A. It was during his life time. 

J^. Was it at any particular period of the hiftory of tic 
country, did he tell you ? 

A, No; he did not mention the year he had feen them in. 

^ You know what I mean perfedlly well.— Did hei tdl yw» 
what was going on in the country, at die time he faw than ?t 
Newcaftle ? 
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A lio not recolk£l that he did.-**! think he £ud it W2$ &me 
time about the American war ; — about the dok of it. . 

^ You (ay you expefled oppofitioa from thp. other party, 
wSheffieldf 

J. Yes. 

^ How came you and Davifon to fend a letter about fending 
pikes ta London, in order to oppofe tho other party at Sheffield ^ 

jf. It was Davifon fcnt the letter. 

^ So Davifon fent a letter to London about pikes, ^yoa 
dunking they were to oppofe the other party at She£|eld ? 

jf. He might have the lame views in it for the peojde of 
Ix>ndon, 33 for Ae people at Sheffield f 

^ You have talked about cavalry |-~what were the opppfitc 
prty at Sheffield; who were to attack you with cavalry^ 

J» I do not know, 

J^. Why, what cavalry was this night-^t for I 

A It was oidy a model of one i^'- J never (aw any made s— it 
Wtt never to be put in execution. 

J^. How came you to talk about cavalry ? 

if. It was when he was talking about the ufe of it» 

J^. Your opinion was about the oppofite party at She^eld, 
and Davifon's opinion, of courfe, about the oppofite party in 
J^ondon? 

4 Yes. 

^ That is what he calls the b^e-faced Ariftoqracy of the 
prcfait Adminiftration ? 

A H^ called it fo» 

J|. What did you underftand by that, when he fhowed you 
Ais letter, before he fent it to London, about the pikes, upon 
your oath? 

/• I only, upon my oath, underftood diat he meant the oppofite 
party. 

^. Why this Davifon, who meant as little as you did, was not 
fcbold as you, for he ran av^y a fortnight before you yrer^ 
taken up? 
^ Yes, ■ ._ , 

;^. How came he to dp-tbat? ; * ..:*, ....::. . .j 
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' A. I believe he heard of fome perfons being in SheffidJ j-<* 
that was the report 

- ^. And b he diou^t fo litde about this innocent thing of 
the oppofite party, that he ran away ? 

A. I cannot give any other reafon. 

^ You told us that the dieapnefs of the article was tlie 
reafon why ^you diought of pilces ? 

A. Yes. 
" J^. How much was liie hanfle and the Wade to coft ? 

A Twenty-pence, I believe. ^ 

j5; So that thirteen-pence would not pay for them ? 

A. The hoop and the blade would come to that by diemfidves. 

:^ If the blade and the hoop had come to London, at.tke 
price of one fliilliurg, diere would be fome more expence ta piji 
that fome body elfe muft provide for ? 

A* Yesj there would be thefliaft tak* 

j^ Did you ever hear of fuch a place as the PiuTOC^ in Gieen : 
Harbour Alley, London? 

A. No; I did not 

^ Never? 

A* No; I never did. 

^. Had you any converiation with Davifon about tbefe pikes 
after he fhowed you diis letter ? < 

A^ I do not recoUeft that I had any converfation witbhiiB 
at die time. 

St^ But after? 

A. No ; not that I can 'bring to my recoUeftion wkst i^ 
was. 

William Broomhead ((worn,) 

Examined by Mr. Garrow, 

J^. You refide at Sheffield, I believe ? 
A Yes, 

j^. What are you by bufinds ? 
A. A Cutler. 

J^. Was youaniemberof anyfiicktyitfibeffidU,il9liicilM 
Ae name €f the ConftituHcail Socfcty ? 

4 Y«^ 
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: J.Yta. ' 

^ At y/hzt thnc did you become amcmbcr of it? 

jf. At- the firft tnftitution* of the fociety, I think in the 'year 
1791, when tJie fociety was firft inftituted 

^ Whs you one of twdve of that fodety which were after- 
wards ailbciated with the Conftitutional Society of London ? 

if. I was not dien a member of any committee^ nor did IzEt 
in any public character. 

J^ That is-not the queftiondiat I put to yeu ; I a(k, whether 
^ any time vou became an aiTociated membdr of a fociety in 
London, called the Cooftittrtional Society ? 

jL I never was a member of the Conftitutional Society in 
Xondoik 

j^ I did not aik you whedier you were or not, but whether 
yoa were one of the twelve gf the Sheffield Society ^o were 
afibciated with the Conftitutiona] Society in London ? 

J. We wcr? above twelve when that Society was wrote to, 
aod diercfcre I do not imderftand the queftion. 

j^ I will explain the 'queftion to you : yotu* fociety at Shef- 
field were more numerous than twelve i 

A. Yes. 

j^ And when you wete more numerous than twelve, the Con- 
tttutional Society in London were written to by your fociety — 
Do you agree fo bx with xsnt I 

^. Yes. 

^ Did your fociety, when you wrote to the other fociety, 
pro(K»ie any names of perfons to be aflbciated with the fociety 
in London ? 

J. I never heard that fiibjed fyoken, of, nor any. letter to that 
purpofe. 

J^ Did you know \Aether you, or any other perfons of the 
Sheffield Society, Were received as afibciated members of the 
Conftitutional Sodety in London f 

^. I do nof reoolleft any fiich perfons bemg conftituted a 
memb^ of d^ ConftitatiaQa^Society in London $ I do not re- 
toHea> Iteveiiokife|i«Mcd||eofaayfachmatter. 

-4 ^ Do 
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i^ Do I underftand you right, that you do recoiled: (udi | 
propofition moving from your ibciety to the London Society i 

jf. Letters were wrote from one fociety to the other* 

^ Propofing fuch a meafure ? 

jf, I underftodd that they a£ted in conjunction; I diwaysjau 
&rftood it as fuch. 

■ J^ Did I underftand you right, that one of the modes by uphidi 
that a£Ung inconjunftion was. to be brought about, was, that a 
certain number of you fociety fliould be affociated wirii the 
London Conftitutional Society, for the purpofes of general cofw 
jttn£Uve.afting ? : ^ 

J. I do not know that any iiich fubjeA was ever fettled; I ' 
know no farther of the jun£tion of the fociety but what palled bf 
fctterr 

J^ Did you at any time a6l as a fecretary to the {bdetyat j 
ShefEcld? '- 

jf. Yes, about five months. 

^ Was that the five naonths Jaft before you were apprehended? 

J. Yes. 

j^ When was you apprehended ? 

J. I think in May laft. 

J^ Be fo good as uU us for what purpofe your Conftitutional 
Society were afleqibled, and what the profcfled object of tbor 
affembling was ? 

j/^ The objeft was a Parliahientary Reform. 

J^ By what means was that Reform to be effe£ted ? 

X By meeting and endeavouring to enlighten each other, an4 
fpread the knowledge both of the grievances which we coniidercdy 
te exifl, or which were frequently wrote of and fjpoken o^ and 
informing the peopk of the neceifity of a Reform, that they might 
unitedly move for it in the beft and moft une:Kceptionable mode* 

j^. Was there ^y peculiar mode by which the eleAion d 
members to the Houfe of Commons was to be e^e^ed, accoidiilg 
to your propofition as to the right of voting ? - . 

j/. That fubje£t was never difcuiled to my knowledge* 

^ Are you acquainted with t^^exDr^tkpr^mvirfrl/uffragc ' 

jf, I exped I anu 
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J^- Was h or not the fcheme qf the Conftitutioiial Societjr flt 
Sheifield, that a reform was to be produced by univerlal fufFiagc f 

A. It never was, as far as my recoUe£kionof it ; it never wai 
jntil the Edinburgh Convention! I never heard of imiverial iuf- 
fnige until that time* 

^ Was the cirqumftance of the Edinburgh Convention knowa 
^ the Conftitutional Society at SheiSield I 

J9 They fent a delegate, and therefore cert^y they muft 
know It, 

J^ Who was their delegate at the Convention nt Edinburgh ? 

J. Mattfiew Campbell Browii ; but J was not fecre^ary a$ that 
time ; diey called upoq me 10 take upon ipq thefecretaryihip juft 
jifter he was gone to Edinburgh* 

^ Do you know a perfon of the nanie of Henry y orke ? 

J. I know a perfon who goes by that name, 

^ Perhaps you know him by another name ? 

J. \ have heard another name I 

^ What is it ? 

jt. Henry Redhead. 

^ And who likcwife goes by the name of Yorke ? 

J. Yes, 

^. Did Yorke or Redhead ever refide at Sheffield? 

J. Several times he has been at Sheffield. 

^ Did he refide there for any time ? 

J, This laft time I do not exadlly know how long ; may be 
(ix weeks, or feyen or eight weeks, 

^ Do you know a perfon of the n^ie of Gale, a printer at 
Sheffield ? 

A Very well, 

J^ Mr, Yorke w^ not a fettled inhabitant of Shefiidd, 
was he ? 

A No, 

^ Did he attend the Meetings of the Conftitutional Society 
at Sheffield ? 

J, He attended almoft every weekly Meeting during his laft 
yifit to Sheffield, 

^ As he was not a fettled inhabitant of Sheffield, in what 

charader 
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charafter did Mr. Yorke, during his laft vifit, attend regularly the 
weekly Meetings of die fodety? 

A. They confldering him as a man of confiderable abilities, 
and as ah orator,' paid great refpeA to him, and he ufed to attend 
conftantly once a week at the Meeting which was called die com- 
DMttee j but it was not properly a committee, for the time of the 
expiration of the committee which was before, was elapfi^l, and 
another was not chofe, and fuch perfons who had been on the 
committee were admitted principally on account of Mr. Yorle 
beihg at Sheffield ? 

^ You have given me a good reafcHi why he {hould be trated 
with refpeft when he was diere ; that he was a man of taknttmd 
an orator ; but I afk In what charader he came there ? 

^. I am totally unacquainted with diat, for he did not bring 
any letter to us ; I have heard fay — = 

^ Did you ever hear him himfelf fey ? 

4* No ; I never had any converfetion with him upon it 

^ You never heard from himfelf then in i^at charaacrhc 
came there ? 

A. No. 

S^. But being there, you difcovercd he had great talents, and 
was an orator ? 

A. Yes. 

^. Did he take any part in the management of the bufmefiof 
die fociety ? 

A. He wrote feveral pamphlets while at Sheffield, and at (eveial 
times brought fome part, if hot the whole of diefe pamphlets, in 
manufcript, to thefe meetings to be read. 

^ Do you fpeak now of the weekly Meetings, which were 
improperly called committees ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Where were thefe Meetings held ? 

A. At my houfe? 

j^. You had a commodious room there probably ? 

A. It was a fmall room where thefe Meetings met^ but tfa^^ 
was a large room when a great number met. 
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J^. Tlie Meeting was improperly called a committee) when 
iiey met in a (mall room ? 

A. Yes- 

J^. How often was the othqr room ufed ? 

A. Some two, three, or four times ; I do not readied how 
nany during his laft vifit 

^. Was there in that room any preparation for the more com- 
nodious exercife of the talents of oratory of Mr. Yorke ? 

^. Yes. , 

J^. What ? 

A A little matter ere&d to elevate the fpeaker. 

^. What was that called, that we may have a name to put 
]own in our notes ? 

A Some called it one thing, (bme called It another. 

^. What did you call it, for inftance ? 

A, I never caDed it any thing. 

J^. What was the more general name for it in the feciety ? 

A Some called it the pulpit, fome the tribune^ but it never 
was chriftened ? 

J|. But it was a commodious elevation for die orator, and 
Tome called it a pulpit, others a tribune ? 

A. Yes. 

^. And from this tribune Mr. Yorke addrefled the fociety I 

A. He did 

J^. Befides tfaoie Meetings improperly called committees, and 
Aofe Meetings in which the tribune was, do you remember any 
Mieting upon the Caftle-hill ? 

A. Very well. 

J^. Was that ofthe date oftbe 7th of April? 

^. I do not juftly recollect die day, but I was diere* 

^. Was Mr. Yorke there ? 

A Yes. 

S(. Did he there exercife himfelf in addreffing the people ? 

A Yes. 

^. In vdiat Ibrt of manner an4 language I 

A. He had a book in his hand wrote by Locke^ and 4^ 
expatiated very largdy on di« comiptian tkit had crept int9 

the 
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Ac Englifh conftitution, or rather the cvil§ whidi genendljf m 
complained of, and fhewed there was a deviation, in fome degree^, 
jfrom the original conftitution of Great-Britain ; but his manner 
of fpeaking may fometunes lead him to go farther than he ought 

^ Did that unfortunate fatality upon this occafion occur^ that 
he did go farther than in your judgment he ought ? 

jf. It was agreed upon that I (hould make a motion. 

j^ Firft aiifwcr my queftion ; did it appear to you diat his 
addreis that had Locke's book for its text^ was more vicdent, 
and went farther than it ought ? 

jf. He is peculiarly energetic, and at the fame time very fiery, 
very warm, \'ery ftrang ; but at this Meeting I do not know 
that he faid any thing that was detrimental to the conftituriooal 
law of England — ^not at this Meeting. 

^ It was fettled, you faid, that you were to do f<Kneriiing-« 
fettled by whom ? 

jf. By Mr. Yorke and Mr. Gale, at a Meeting previous. 

J^. At one of the committees ? 

J. Yes; that I ihould make a motion for a Petition totta i 
Houfe of Commons, for a Reform in the Reprefentation of the 
People. 

^ For what purpofe was you to make that motion as it was 
fcttidd ? 

^. That it might be over-ruled. 

J^. Was it fettled at the conmiittee before-hand then, that a 
inotion fhould be made that it might be over-ruled ? 

-<f. Yes, it was fo agreed upon, and further for thejpurpofe ci 
introducing another motion in its place. 

J!^ Did you make the motion as it had been agreed f* 

jf. I did, for petitioning the Houfe of Commons. 

J^ What was done upon your making that motion ? 

jf. It was objedted to witli a view of making way for another'-a 
irfjrch wa& brought in and carried. 

^ Who was it objeiSled to by; who ^Vas the obje£iof? 

J. There were only four of us, the oAer member I do wt^ 
at prefent recolleft : it was either Henry Yorke, Jofeph Gal^ o^ 
Wiffiam Carnage. 

^. Yoi^ 
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J|L You mean there were only four of the committee tfat 
ended— - 

A In the elevation there* 

j^. There was an elevation then upon the Caftle-hill ? 
A Yes, one of thofe things we called the tribiine was carried 
on the Caftle-hilL 

^ Then one of diefe perfons oppofcd your motion i 
A. Yes, 

^ What riumbej of perfons might there be aflcmbled at Aid 
eedng ? 

A. Several thoufands ? 
^ A Meeting in the open air ? 
iA Yes. 

^ And dien one of thefe perfons oppofed your potion, as it 
id been agreed, for die introduftion of anodier? 
A. Yes. 

^ What was the fubftance of that other motion ? 
A» Inftead of petitioning the Houfe of Commons to peridon 
$ Majefty, and a Petition was drawn up j the parchments lay at 
y houfe. 

^. Drawn up by whom ? 
A. By Henry Yorke or Redhead. 

^ Was it before or after the Meeting in the open air, that it 
as drawn up ? 

A. Perhaps it might be drawn up before, and read there; I 
ink it was, but it was not (igned till after. 
J^. Then it was left at your houfe for fignatures ? 
A. It was. 

^ Upon the occafion of the introducing this amendment upon 
m propofition, did Mr. Yorke addrefs the Meeting, compofed, 
you fay, of fome thoufands. 

A. Yes, he addrefled them ; he introduced diat fubjefi of pet»i> 
Mring the King to exercife his power, for a Reform in the Rcprc- 
Qtation of the People, and this Petition was fent up to London 
Earl Stanhope, but ^e did not think proper to prefent it in 
uferau 

^ Do you remember a day or two after di« Mtetingupen iSit 

Caftle-hill, 
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Caftle-hillylieing in ocHnpany mth Gale and Yorke at your hoBfey 
when any application was made to Yorke upon die fubje^ of die 
fpeech he had delivered to the people upon flat Caftle-bill i do 
you remember any application to him a day or two afterwards, 
upon the fubjed of printing his fpeech i 

A. I remember femethiif being fiud to him upon it at my 
houfe. 

^ Did he agree to print his fpeech ? 

A. To the beft of my recoUedioo, he did. 

^. Was it printed? 

A. It was. 

^. Did you fee it afterwards in print ? 

A. Yes. 
^ ^ From having beard it upon die Gaftle-hill, could you fbnn 
an opinion, whether the prmted copy which you (aw afterwi|dS| 
was a pretty accurate ftatement of what pafled ? 

A. The fubftance of the matter he delivered there^ I believe it 
contains. 

^ Was that publilhed at Sheffield ? 

A. Yes. 

^. Do you believe this to be one of thofe publications (fiewing 
it to the witnefs) i 

A. I do. 

^. Did you receive afterwards from Yorke, any number of 
thefe pamphlets for any purpofe ? 

A, I did not receive them from Yorke, but I received them at 
Gale's (hop. 

i^. Did you do any thing with them by the cUredion of Yorke ? 

A.' It was by the diredlion of the -Meeting, previous to their 
being communicated to different perfons. 

SK Do you mean the General Meeting, or die Piivats 
Meeting? 

A. The Private Meeting direftedthey (hould be communiraffll 
to different perfons* 

J^ Did you, in confequence, make up any. packets- of tkfl^*. 
and do you believe the(e to be two of the packeas (Jbtwmg th^ 
t^tiavitnepji- . , . 
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jit Tbejare; they are diredbd to me according to orckr. 
. j^ How many might you dire& in that manner, in feparate 
t>acJkages? 

jt I do not recoiled exa6Uy, there might be twenty-four^ or 
more* 

J^ What was done with theie, after you had made them up 
(bparatety) and addrelTed them to the different peribns i 

A They were lapped up and directed tp certain perfons, an4 
fcbe^ all put togetbo: in a box. 

J^ To whom were they fent ? 

A. To the heft of my recoUedion they were feot^ Thomas 
Hardy. 

^ What was your fituation in life before you was applied <0 
(o become the Secretary of this fociety? 

A I was a cutler. 

'«% Was you workii^ at your bu^nefs I 

A. Yes, when I had any bulinefe to work at. 

^. Was you applied to to becomie the Secretary, or did you 
^fpplyfbrit? 

A. I was applied to. 

j^ By whom ? 

A. By one of the members, Jdm Alcock. 

^. Was you paid any thing for your trouble ? 

A Yes. 

J^. What was your inducement to take that office upon you ? 

A. I (hould not have taken it upon me, if I had not been applied to. 

^. What induced you to do it ? 

A The war deftroyed my bufinefs ? 

^. Am I to underftand that you did it to Increaie your nieans 
offupport? 
A. I did. 

^ Did it come to your knowledge, in your charader as a 
mcmbcg: of the fociety, or odiei^wife, that there were any p<;epa« 
rations of arms of any fort at Sheffield ? 

A. I heard reports as od^er ,pepple inigbt 49% b^t purppfely 
avoided meddling, in thought or ^, with any matter^of th^t^fort. 

^ Didypu inthefoc^ty, pr^from the i9f9i4i|KR^^i9P^9 



( tyS ) 

hear of any j^ropofition for providing arms, or dut any vrcK id 
preparation ? 

A I did, and it is proper that this ihouldhe well expIaineiL 

^ Explain that ? 

A A few days before this Meeting, when it was (poken to 

as being Ae right of Englifhmen to have in their power means of 

defence, a hand-bill, a fpurious hand-bill was pubKfhed in Shef- 

^ field, with an intention to provoke the fociety to fome unjuftifiable 

meafures, and it was fpoke to in die Meeting, that it was Aar 

right to have them in their own defence, and JoTeph Gale (poke 

-to it ; he Was the man. This wicked hand-bill was not figned 

by any magiftrate ; it was throwed about the town in the dark, 

' it caufed an agitation in the minds of the people, and it was fyokc 

of as being the right of every individual there, to have fudi aiid 

fuch arms according to their rights, left any tumult or riot fliould 

break out. I am happy to fpeak of this, and I ihouM be hapfj 

to fee that advertifement, with what was faid at this Meetings 

' which was publilhed in the Sheffield paper the week after* 

^ Was this hand-bill diftributed previous to the Meeting upoi 
theCaftle-hill? 

J. To the beft of my recolleftion it was after that Meeting^ 

^. Was the fubjefl of procuring arms publickly diicuflUof 
in the private Meetings of the fociety ? 

J, It was at a public Meeting Mr. Gale fpoke of our rights* 

^ A Meeting in your large room ? 

J. Yes. 

J^ A public Meeting of the fociety ? 

J. Yes. i 

^ By the fociety only ? . 

A There were many others that were not members Acre, tf 
well as others. 

^ How did they come ; were they introduced by members i 

A. The tickets were not regularly delivered, I believe^ »t 
diat time. 

^ Then members introduced vifitors ? 

A. Yes. 

^. Did you fee any arms, or <uiy model of any ? 

5 • • i£ I oeitf 



A. I never faw a pike till I faw one when I was brought to 
jLoindon. 

^. What (brt of arms were they that were talked of, as fit to 
be had for the purpofes ftated ? 

A. Pikes were talked of, but I never faw one till I was brought 
to London. 

. Jg. I do not know whether you heard any thing of the night- 
cats ? 

A: Ifaw a model of one, but it was only like the play thing of a 
chili 

^ Now we will have an account of the manner in which chil- 
oren play at Sheffield, what fort of an inftrument was it ? 

A. A little inftrument ftanding up with a point about one inch 
h^h. 

One of the Jury. It was in a ball viras it not ? 

A No. 

Mr. Garrow. It had four crofs points ? 

Juryman. Were there only four of thefe ? 
. A. \ think there were four. 

Mr* Garrow. So that if you threw it down it always prefcnted 
a point* 

A. That did. 

^. How long is that point ? 

A. This viras about three quarters of an inch. 

^ Only made juft to ihow what the fort of thing was ? 

A. Yes. 

^. Was there any other purpofe for which thefe inftruiiients 
ivere fpoken of in the fociety to be made, except playing with 
^em as children ? 

A. Never any mention made of them in the fociety at all. 

^ Where did you fee the model ? 

A. At the houfe of one Benjamin Dunn. 

^ Was he a member of the fociety ? 

A. Yes, but it was not he that produced it. 

^ Who produced it at his houfe ? 

A. I think they call liim Charles Rhodes. 

j^ Had you ever feen fuch a thing before ? 

N2 Al 
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A, I never did. 

^ You naturally were led to aik its ufe and the porpete ftf ^ 
which it was to be conftru£led. What was ftated to be the flir« 
pofe of this play thing ? 

A. I do not recoUed any conver(ation upon that head, but it 
was taken and thrown upon the floor. 

^. Was that a£t of throwing it on the floor, and oS cottfr 
its prefenting one of its points accompanied by no deibnpto 
of the ufe it might be applied to, beiides playing with it \ 

A. What might be (aid that night might not be ferious. 

^ When talking of a play thing one is not ferious ^ now,fei^ 
ous or not, what was faid of it I 

A. Nothing was faid, but he brought it to fliow them* 

Slj What was laid, ferious or not ferious,. as to the ule ft> 
which that might or could or was intended to be applied ? 

A. I cannot call to mind any thing that was (aid,, but diis oiil]^, 
that he came to (how them that luch a little boy,, whoCb name lir 
mentioned, had made it and fhowed it them» 

^. Was it called by any iiame ? 

A. I heard no name of it till I came to London, there It wal 
called a Cat. 

^. A night Cat, or day Cat, or any thing of that kind ? 

A. I heard no name whatever.. 

^. Was there any converfatlon at that time when it was throwft 
upon the floor about Cavalry ? 

A. I do not recoUeft any converfation at all, but racrdy 
the throwing it upon the floor. ] 

^. You faid juft now that the converfation fuch as it was, might 
|iot be ferious ? 

A. No, laughing at It. 

•v; Upo]i your oath was there any converfation ferious or not 
with rcfpevft to Cavalry or the town of Newcaftle ? 

A. Newcaftle was not mentioned there, it was not at the Cnnc 
place I apprehend.. 

.^. Where was it that there was converfation about die toW 
o£ Newcaftle ? 

A^ I know nothing about any converfation about Newcaftle. 

^; Upon 
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^ Upon your oath was you never prefent when that model 
^92s produced, and when there was aconyerfiuion about New<« 
^e? 

jf. Upon my oath I never was^ 

j^ Then you never heard any cofureriatton at Sheffield about 
this nigbit Cat or tbis model of a night Cat with relied to Ca^ 
ralry ? 

jf. I do not recolle£l any converfation about its ulebut a mere 
pifling ddultory pleafing irregular converiation with one another. 

^ Now that trifling pleafing defultory irregular conyerfation 
) want to have I 

>/. I am fure I cannot recolleflt it^ if I could reqoUe£i it I 
jvould, 

^ Try, do ijot hurry yourfelf ? 

,i£ I cannot recoUed any thing liiat was j£i$4 only his takiiig it 
out of his pockety fhowing it us, and throwing it on the floor ; ther^ 
W9B no regular conyeriation, no debate whatever about it, 

^ And the nature of ^e defultory obfervations that wer^ 
made you do not recollect ? 

^f He fliowed it to the company as bdng the production of a 
Ixyy, a child, I remember that perfe£Uy well, 

^ I( was a 0ung that yot^ h^d never {ecn any thing like be*- 
Fore? 

jf. I belieye I never had, 

J^ You contented yourfelf wilth feeing it 0irown down^ and 
kxricing at one of its points ? 

A I had nothing to do with it whatever, 

^ You told me that at the meetings at the Caftle-Hill, Mr, 
Yorke, though in gei^eral warm and energetic, anddifpofed to fay 
^rong things, did not fay any thing that was detrimental to the 
Couftitutional Law of England, was you prefent at any other 
meeting where his fpeeches were not <juite of that charter ? 

J. I have been prefent at other meetings when he has not been 
(p well guarded as he was at that meeting, 

J^ Perhaps thofe might be meetings of the fociety only ? 

A So called, of the fociety only. 

^ But with yifitors admitted, be fogood as t^ll us die tendency 
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of his difcourfes when he rather gave himfelf liberty, when he fcif 
lowed the impulfe of his nature ? 

jf. If I had noted them down I might have been able to him 
repeated them. 

^ I do not expeft you fhoutd give us them in his manner or 
precife words, but give us the fubftance and effeft of thofe expit£- 
fions which appeared to you to be unguarded ? 

-^. I do not juftly recoUeft at prefent. 

^ Endeavour to recoUeft? 

yf. I may have heard him when converfingin thofe meetings^ 
fometimes he was very warm to be fure, and might drop unguaiM 
cxpreiEons. 

^ Such as what unguarded expreffions ? 

J. Comparing what he looked upon to be ihe grievances under 
which we laboured, with the privileges which Englifhmen once 
enjoyed, he might ftep out oiF Ae way. 

^ What expreffions did he ufe which appeared to you to be uiw 
guarded ? 

yf, I hejurd him ufe one expreffion, but for my own part I wi 
not prefume to put a comment upon it, he cxpreflfed himfetf to 
this purport, that we were in a low defpicable iituation, and radicr 
than fubmit he would go up to London with the people there 
prefent. 

^ Who were %vcl 

A We Englifhmen were in fuch a condition, that rather than 
fubmit to it he would go up to London with the people Acre pre- 
fent, but he did not fay for what. 

^ How many were the People prefent with whom Mr. York 
was to come up rather than to fubmit to the degraded ftate ia 
whidi the People of England were ? 

jf. There might be perhaps 150 or perhaps 200. 

^ Was this at one of the meetings of the focicty ? 

yf. With fome others. 

^ One of the general meetings ? 

yf. Yes. 

^ Compofed of members of the. fociety and of others ? 

^9 Yes« 

OH 
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One of the Jury. He would go up with them to London, and 
5rt«tbcn? 

jI. He did not draw any inference. 

Mr. Garrow. Was that after you had heard any thing upon the 
fubjed of arming ? 

jf, I think it wa$ before, to the beft of my memory it was before 
diat) but I am not perfe£Uy clear in that. 

J^. Was that.delivered from the Tribune ? 

A Ddivered from the place which was fometimes called fo) 
and fometimes called a pulpit. 

•^ It was from the orator's dev;ition di^t this fpeech was de- 
livered? 

^. Yes. 

^. Perhaps having brought that to your memory, may enable 
you to recdle^ fome other accompanying expreiJions ? 

<^ I do not recoiled: any other that gave me any pain at the 
tknci what was the caufe of my remembering that, was die pain I 
felt at the time. 

j^ What was it that qpcafioned any feniation of pain in you at 
Aat declaration of Mr. Yorke ? 

^. Why, I fear God and honour the king. 

j^. And therefore you felt pain at that declaration of Mr, Yorke'sf 

A Yes. 

^ Now, either at that or any other of theie meetings, do you 
jpecoUed any of diefe expreffions of Mr. Yorke ? 

^ I do not recdled any expreffions that fo ftruck me as diat 

^ I do not know whether you have feen this paper before, 
(Jbiwing the witnefs a printed paper ?) 

A. I never faw this, but I faw one from which this was taken. 

Sti Have you feen » pamphlet of whiqh ypu believe Aat to be 
cne copy ? 

^ Yes. 

^ Look at.this, (Jhewing the witneff another printed pamphlet^ 
$b0 Faft^y^ as obferved at Sheffield) have you feen that before ? 

A. I have, 

i^. J)o ypu r^m^mber the circumftance of a proclamation for a 
Stomal £(dft to be held the 28th February 1794 f 

>f 4 wf. Yes, 
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A. Yes. 

^. In what manner was that faft obferved upcm the Caftkl^ 
atSheffield? ' '- 

A. ItwasnotatdieCaftleHill. 

^ Where was it ? 

A. At die Top of the Town m anodicr pla^ 

^. In the open air I, 

A. Yes. 

^ Was you Acre? 

A. I was. 

^. What number c^peribos do ](!0uthkikm)^tbe afimbfc^ 
for the pu^pofe of obferving that faft ? 

A. Not fo many. — 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. How is thateyid^ee? 

Mr. Attorney General. Your Lord(hip will recoHls^ ikH nt. 
read a refolution from the books of the Conftitutiona} Sod(»|r, 
thanking the People of Sheffield for the manner in ^(^^lich diey M 
fpentthefeft day. 

Mr. Garrow. With this addition, that the printed ^i^er in toj 
hand was found in the prifoner's poiTeffion. 

Broomhead. I cannot ^certain the number, but there were not 
fo many as upon the Caftle HiH. » 

^ About how many do you think might be aflembled f 

A. I cannot tell properly, there might be a thdulknd or tvtncK 

^. Tell us the manner in which you, together widi that al&9B* 
bly of a thoufand or two, celebrated that faft ; is the manaer in 
which it is reprefented in this printed paper that I fbowed to jwl 
cprreil ? 

A. To the beft of my knowledge it is. 

^ What might the number of your Society pfc^rlyfedBcd 
amount to ? ^ 

A. Nearly 600, more or lefs. 

^. Are you divided into divifions ? 

A. Such a mode has been advifedj but was not reguhrfy kept 

^ By whom had that mode been advifed ? 

A. I do not recoiled becaufe fliat was advifed I beliere beferi I 
^as a member. 

J^ D0 
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^. Do you thini ihat 600 was th« full amount of the metnber^ 
j^* your Society at its greateft extents do you believe it cyer 
amounted to 2000 I 

A. Nofuch thing, becaule Ivrrote fhe^ckets down* 

J^. The diftributjon into divifipns or (eSions wa$ npt regu- 
larly executed ? 
' A. No. 

^. What was done towards that ? 

A There were a kind of books delivered, called diftrift bojcdcs 5 
^ey were not regularly attended to, that ^s all I can fay about it. 

^ What was the objeft of the difliribution of tiiefe diftnft 
))ooks, where did they iffue from ? 

A. They were printed by Jofeph Gale. 

^. By whofe direflions I 

A. They were printed before \ joined themi 
.^. W6rc the fociet/s books printed by Gale, o^e of yoij^. 
members, a printer at Sheifield ? 

A. Yes: 

j^ To what perfons were they di%ibuted, and for what pur- 
pofe ? 

* A. The members of the Ibciety^ divided into as we may tcfnx 
them feftions, they were called diftrifts, 

^ What was to be the mode in which thefe ^ftrifts of the, 
fociety, were to affemble themfelves ? 

A* They were to meet, if they thought proper, to collaft 
pennies a week principally, a penny a week from each member. 

^ Were there any regular periods at which the feveral (ec- 
tion$ or divifions were to communicate in one general AfTembly, 
or was that left to an emergency ? 

* j#. Such a thing was mentioned, but it never was executed 
^ What was mentioned, but not executed ? 

A. About thele perfons me.eting to whom the book was deli* 
yered, but it was never put in pra6lice. 

j^ 80 that the diftri£l meetings were not {p regularly attended. 
^ if I underftand you^ as the general meetiiigs of the fociety ? 

A. No^ not properly attended to. 

4 Mr. 
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Mr. Edward Lauzurrtj called. 
^ Lookatthcfe Paniplets(thcFaft-day asobferrcd atShcflididi 
suid a ferious lefturc) where did you find them ? 
jt IfoundboththefeinMr. Hardy*sHoufc. 

Mr. Garrow to ff^Uiani Broomhead. 

^ After the ferious leisure was read, there was anhymaprC'* 
pared I believe ? 

J. Yes. 

^ Who prepared that Hymn ? 

ji Gale printed it. 

^ Who compofed it ? 

J. I believe it was compofed by one Montgomery. 

^ That was fung in full chorus by the whole afiembly ? 

jt. Yes it was fung. 

^ By whofe order were thefe two pamphlets printed aQ4 
publifhcd ? 

A I believe they were printed by Jofeph Gale. 

^ By whofe order, and at whofe expence ? 

J. They were fold. 

J^. But there is an expence incurred, in printing and publjlli- 
ing before the fale reimburfcs ? 

J. Jofeph Gale did not receive any money bfeforc the &le« 

J^ Who ordered it to be printed ? 

J. I believe it was a private matter. 

J^ Who furniihed the copy to Gale ? 

jt. I do not know for certain. 

J^ Who read the ledlure ? 

A. A gentleman from Hallifex. 

J^ Do you know of any proceedings of the fociety, of the com- 
mittee, or of Yorjce, refpedling printing and publifhing diefetwo 
pamphlets ? 

jf. I do not recolleft any at prefent. 

^ Were they in general diftributed through tbo town rf 
Sheffield i 

A, They were fold. 

^ Do you know of your own knowledge whttHer the file wa» 
txtenfivc or not ? J[. 1 
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A. I think not very extenfi ve. 

^ There Is a prayer, who compofed that do you know ? 

A. Myfelf. 

^. Who was that deKvered by ? 

A. By myfelf. 

^, From notes, or extempore ? 

A. It was extempore. 

^. You had written it, and committed it tomemoryj pethaps ? 

A, Yes. 

^. What became of your copy ? 

A. Indeed, I do not know; I took no account ti it; it was 
delivered to be printed. 

^ By whofe dire£lions ? 

A. I do not recoiled \ it was at a private meeting that that 
ivas (poken of« 

^. A private meeting of what? 

A, Several members of the fociety. 

^ Tell me, if you know their names, John Paine, of New^ 
JuH? 

A* I have heard the name, but I do not know the perfoo. 

^. Was he a member of the fociety ? 

A. I believe he might be. 

Mr. Garrow. It is in evidence, that he was one of thofi; 
lent up by their Secretary to the London Society. 

^ You know Jofeph Gale? 

A. Yes. 

^. He was a member ? 

A. Yes. 

^. And Jofeph Smith ? 

Jl. Yes. 

^. And David Martin? 

A. Yes. 

Mr. Garrow. It is not worth while going through the 
ittmes; they were fent up to the Conftitutional. Society, to be 
aiHated with them, which is proof that they were members. 
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fixtf4f&$ readfrMi a prirttii pamphlet^' entitled^ V Pn^GecdiDgi 
*^ of the Public Meeting, held at Sheffield, in the open jftr^ 
« on the ph of Jprslj 1794 j" fifid alfo an *< Addreft tathe 
^^ Britifh Nation, being an Eicpoiition of die Modves 9c;iiVA 
A< have determined the People of She^d to petition the Houfe 
5* of Commons np more, on the Sukje£i ^Parliamentary Rc» 

; V^ ifnsi. Printed fir the Sheffield Cpnjfti^tiQnal Spdcty/' 



^ Proceedings of the Public Meetings 

I ^ In porfoanoe of a public advertifement, a Geneial Meefing 
f^ of the Friends of Juftice, Liberty, and Hurniuiityy was hek^ 
^* at three o'clock on Monday, the 7th of Aprils 1794* 00 the 
^ Caftle-hiU, in Sheffield^ to confider upon the propriety of ad- 
^ dreffing the King, in behalf of the perfecuted Palnotf, Citiseni 
^ Muir, Palmer, Skirying, Margarott^ apd Gerrald; alio of 
^ again petitioning the Hgufe of Conimons for a |leform in die 
^ Reprefentation: of the People, and to determine upon tiie prch 
f< priety of petitioning the King, for the total and i{nqualific<| 
^ Abolition of Negro Slavery. 

" Notwithftanding the inclemency of the weather, (veryfevere 
^ rains having fallen until within a quarter of an hoar of the 
f' appointed time of meeting,} from ten t9 twelye thoafiuu{ 
f* people were aiTembled on the occafion : 

« HENRY YORKE haying been vote?! to the Chair, 

f^ The bufinefs was opened by reading the following Addreft 
f* to th? King, in behalf of the fufFerjng Patriots : 

«f TO THE KING. 

f* jfn Addrefi from the Inhabitants of the Town and NeigkiourM 
« of Shejpeld, in the County of York. 
« Sire, 
" ^' We, the underfigned, being warm Friends of Liberty an4 
'^ the Rights of Man, feel ourfclves deeply aflfefted by the. fan 
^* terfces which have lately been pafled in your Majcfty'-s Co»rti 
" of Scotland, upon Citizens Muir, Palmer, Skirving, Marganft 
*' and Gerrald. 

« Had 
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' ^ Had thefe men been really giulty of crimes^ their punilti 
^ ment ihould doubdefs have been proportionate to dieir offences; 
^ but, fo fiu- from confidering it as a crime for a man to ufe every 
^ coflftitutional mdans in bis power to effeft a Reform in the 

• Commons Houfe of Parliament^ we think that every man whd 
« thus exerts hiirielf, defences well of hi$ Country; fince we 
** are perfuaded that nothing (hort of the Accomplifhment of fuch 
^ a Reform, will reftore Peace and Happineis to our prefent 

• aggrieved and injured Nation* 

^ We trufted alfo, that yoiu- Majefty entertained the fame 
^ opinion with us of fuch exalted condud, from your Ma)efty's 

• having chofen for your moft confidential fervants in the State> 
^ men who had fingularly diftinguiflied themfelves by their pa- 

• triotic exertions in the caufe of Parliamentary Reform : 

** But die Friends of thefe Sufferers having brought their cafe 
^ before Parliament, without producing the defired ef(e&-— the 
^ principal of thefe very fervants of your Majefly having oppofed 
^ die meafitre with all his corrupt, but irrefiflable Influence— 
^ feeing no other refoinrce, we ap{M'oach your Majefly in dii$ 

• Addrefe, to intreat your Majefly to interfere in behalf of thefe 
^ {vAiOtti we deem) innocent men, with diat Power which the 

• Bridfh Conflitudon has placed in your Majefly, of pardoning 
•* whom your Majefly pleafes — a privilege which is (bmetimes 
•* gracioufly extended even to real and palpable criminalsr 

** Let it not be recorded in the hiftory of this country, diat 

• King George III. or any of his Judges, tranfported men for 

• Fourteen Years, becaufe they had dared to ^eak the feme words 

• upon a fpecularive fiibjcft, v/hich, if they were not the im- 

• mediate means of advancing his Majefty^s then Prime Minifter 

• to his high fituation, caufbd his Eleftion to be remarkabl)r 

• popular : Let it not be faid, that men of education, of refined 
" fentiments, of the mofl virtuous and benevolent charafters,, 

• were fevered from their dearefl connexions, and plunged inta 
^ dungeons with thieves and proflitutes i Let it not be iaid,.that 

• fethers were torn from dieir wives and children, and fons from 

• dieir aged parents, becaufe they had" the virtue openly to con- 
^ demn the acknowledged corruptions of Government, and to 



^ exert every peaceable means in their power to remove &cmi 
^ Let it not be faid, that it was as great a crime to 4>eak dier 
•* TRUTH, as to be guilty of felony. 

^ But rather, O King, let it be recorded, that Georgia HL 
^ had the Wifdom, the Humanity, and the Juftice, to ilep ia be<» 

• twixt thefe fevere and cruel Sentences and their Execution^ 

• Thefe are our Defires-— thefe our plain Sentiments* We 
^ know they are fuch as your Majefty is unaccuftomed to hearf 
^ but, if they are fupported by Truth and Rea(bn> fufiSsr not 
^ the homelinefs of our manner to offend your Majefty* We 
^ are plain men, and will not flatter a King. If our wifhes.be 
^ attended to, we are perfuaded it will, in fome good degree^ 
" hu(h the murmurs which unreafonable feverity in a GovernmeiH: 
^ never fails to excite ^ and it may alfo avert that Stormj idiidi 

* it is but too evident has long been awfully gathering, and 
^ which may burft forth, in a moment when your Majefly 
•^ thinks not. 

** The Addrefs being read, and received with repeated ap- 
^ plaufes, Henry Yorke addrefTed the Meeting in fuppoit 
^^ of the meafure. He obferved, that the caufe for which our 
** Countrymen were now fufFering, was the fame as had been 
•^ advocated in the year 1783, by Mr. Pitt, the Duke of 
•* Richmond, and other men, who were at this time Penfioaeis 
•* and Placeimen under the aftual Government; that a Con* 
** vention, for the purpofe of obtaining a Parliamentary Refbnn, 
" had been held at the Thatched Houfe Tavern, in which Acfe 
^ men went as Delegates, or adled as af&ftants^ that it vas 
f^ cruel, if not unjuft, to punifh men for following the example 
^ which thofe in power had fet them. The queftion was not a 
" queftion of convenience^ but of right. — ^It was not enough to 
^ fay, that the People v^ere formerly reprefented, but that they 
^ had a right to be reprefented now* Did the Miniftry, there- 
** fore, mean to afTert^that what was right to-day, was wrong to* 
** morrow ? Did they mean to declare, in the face of the worA 
*' that what was in conformity to the maxims of Juftice at that 
y- time, fhould, in fo fhort a fpace> be deemed unjujiy and punifhcd 
** 9SSL crime? 

« Aft^ 
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' •* After having expatiated confiderably <m this very important 
^ fubjed, he proceeded with obferving, that in all countries 
" where fevere and fanguinary punifhments were encouraged, 
** meA could have no -affefiion for die Government under which 
" they lived, and their obedience to it could refult folely from 

* motives cffear* That liberty of opinion could not be' denied 
•* to any free country, without denying at the fame time the 
" Rights of die People. That nothing argued more ftrongly 
•* agairift a Government tiian the uniform defign of depriving 
** Ae People of this liberty j that it was a proc^ that ibmething^ 
^ went tursng ; and that even Governors were afhamed of dieir 
«* conduct, when the right of difcuilion was violated, or put an 
•* end to. The civil Liberty we enjoyed in our country was the 
^ efied of pcditical di^cuflton ; and its political Liberty would 
^ have long fince been reftored and fecured, if our Rulers had 
^ not interpded to weaken or annihilate this right : Firft, by 
** giving a power of decifion to Judges, which the antient law 

* of the land did not acknowledge : Secondly, by confounding 

* Hie truth widi the feft of publication: And, thirdly, by having 

* puhiihed with the utmoft feverity libels in private cafes, to 

* {prepare die public mind for thofc fevere fentences in public 

* ones, which difhonoured and irritated the Natiom It had 
^ been lately the fafhion to confound Government widi the 
^ O>nftitution, and die Miniftry widi die Government. To 
^ oppofe, therefore, the mad and wild, if not criminal fchemcs of 

* Adminiftration, was to oppofe Government, and, by this mode 
^ of reafoiiing* to oppofe Government was to be an enemy to the 

* Conftitution. A Government can never give a more authentic 
" proof of its propenflon to Tyranny, and of the impropriety, 

* as well as impolicy of its meafures, than by reftraining or 

* forbidding the liberty of difcufBng publicly matters of legif- 

* lation and policy. It is debafing the charafter of man, as an 

* imdleftual being, to deny him the right of enquiring into 
^ diat which even Governors allow was made for his ufe, namely 

* Government. 

* To punifh inquiry, feverity is exercifed for imaginary giiilt. 
^ But what is the cflFeil ? Mifchief is prolific : Violence in 

•' government 



^ government begets refentment in the people, who muomir tnd 
<< exdaim: Government is provoked, and ftudies vengeanca 
^ When one siSt of vengeance is expofed^ more always foUpm 

* Affe£tion is loft on both fides, and, what is wor^ is irre^ 
^ coverable. Hatred begins j and the government and die 

* people being at variance, confider each pdier no longer ai 
^ magiftrate and fubjed^ btit as mutual enemies* Hence the 
^ inhuman wifh of Caligula, that he could murder all die people 
^ at one blow^ The fequel is in order: He is ppntinualiy 
*^ deftropng them , they are continually wiihing him de&wftL 
'^ Such conduct: had the fatal tendency of cramping the geniul 
^ of men, and of replunging the nation into a ftate of barbarifiii 
^ with regard to their keligion, their Laws, their Mpral% and 
^ ^ir Government, and to keep them ignorant of the moft 
^ important concerns in their trade, their fplendor^ their felicityi 
^ vAuiA all the nations around them were improving themfelvet 
^ in morals and policy, by the daring efforts and concurrence 
*' of enlightened men, whofe views were directed to thofe Qbjefii 
^ alone which were really worth their attention. The reafiming 
^ of a government, which prohibits information, is defefiive in 
" every particular j its progrefs is not to be ftopped^ nor cveri 
*^ to be checked, without manifeft difadvantage. Prohibitkn 
<^ has no other effe£l than to irritate men; to infpire themwitH 
^ an idea of infurrefUon, and to give to all their writings t 
^ libellous tendency. Severe and arbitrary fentences may inti^ 
^^ midatey but they cannot convince a nation. It is by rcafai 
^ and argument alone, oppofed to apparent rcafon and apporeitf 
" argument, that a government can hope to be vidorious over 
*' its internal enemies, or render itfelf permanent by the quiet 
*' and confcientious concurrence of all its Citizens* It is doijig 
" too much honor to innocent fubjecls to be alarmed at a few 
" pages of writing, or at a few fugitive orations, when barraclBS 
** are erefted in a country, and 60,000 armed mercenaries aie 
" ready to execute the mandates of government. Experience 
" had proved, that the rigorous profecutions v^hich had latdf 
** taken place throughout England, and that the cruel fentesces 
^ which had difgraced the capital of Scotland,, had npt.anfv;!^ 

« the 
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« fte pttfpoTe of eftabliihing arbitrary power^ and of crufliing 
^ die rebellion of honeft minds. Although diere is no fpirit fo 
^ ered and independent as not to be broken by the loi^ con- 
^ tinuance of die fileht and inglorious fuflFerings of a jail ; yet 
^ it had been found, that men were proud to ftep forward in this 

* moft ftormy feaibn, when fach terrible examples of legal 

* vengeance had been held up before diem, to plead die antient 
^ ri^ts of their country, to unmafk die infamy, intrigue, and 

* murderous proje£b of adminiftradon, and, according to the 
^ principles of the pureft benevolence^ to aflert the liberty of 
« the wbxAc human race. The prefent times bore a ftrong 
^ and maiiced refemblance to thofe terrific ages when priefts 
"^ hdd their dominion over the minds and confdences of meny 
** and ¥Ffaen diey endeavoured to ellablifb die reign of intolertace 
^ and ordiodoxy amidft flakes of fire, and ftreams of human 

* blood. All hiftory had evinced, that every attempt to curb 

* and bridle the expanfion of the human mind had been in- 

* eflEedual ; it had evinced, that opinions, though fmothered for 

* a time, burft fbrdi with redoubled fury, and were victorious 

* over power ; it had evinced die triumph of Reafon and Truth 

* over Prejudice and Superiftition, and that Liberty, whether of 
•* opinion or perfon, however flow in its progrefs, had uniformly 
^ moved forward towards its deftined goal ; and diat even, at 

* diis moment, the interruptions whidi had been oppofed to it in 
•* our own country, although diey might be injurious to indi- 
^ Tiduals, would finally obtain, confirm, and eflablifh die rights 

* of die people. Confdous of their uprightnefs, the Friends of 

* Freedom had perfevered in dieir noble caufe, uhappalled by die 

* influence of (pies and informers, and by die threats of a corrupty 

* a craiy, and wicked adminiflration. In fo doing, diey had 

* afied in perfeA conformity to die principles of virtue, wit^ift 
I ^ whtdi no man could be a friend to hisT country, and a lover of 

* nankind* Its efTence confifled in the regulation of our conduA 

* by fudi moral axioms as are beft calculated to promote die 

* general happinefs of our fellow-creatures ; and a^ it frequendy 
^ happened^ that the happinefs of the individual fjbood in direffc 

* bppofition to tbaft of the public, it is die perfir£tion of virtue in 
Vox.. IL O « indivlduala 
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^ individuals to faerifice their own happinefs to that of the public 
" A man, in poffeffion of this virtuous principle, feeb dcKghf 
*.* whilft aftually burning in the brazen bull of Phalaris; anrf 
^ fuch, he trufted, was the aSuating principle of thofe generous 
^ patriots, who are become willing vidtims of die moft barbarous 
^ and favage (entences that ever had been pronounced in Britain; 
" who had made a glorious ftand againft arbitrary power, and 
*^ i^o brdce loofe from the fondeft endearments of human life^ 
'* in die hope of redeeming their loft Country from the fangs of 
^' a dark and brooding prejudice, and from the horrors and tur* 
^ pitude of an ignominious flavery. 

" It was the tyranny of the Britifli government which drove 
" William Penn, with the philofophic people called Quakers, to 
*' the delefUble regions of Penfylvania, where, by toleration, 
" induftry, and permanent credit, they revived the fimplidty of 
f^ the primitive ages of fociety. It was the fame tyranny whidi 
« has driven into voluntary exile, or forced by law into banifli- 
" ment, the moft virtuous of men, the firft of philofophers, Ac 
*' moft exalted and courageous band of Patriots that ever honoured 
*' the foil of Britain. Among the former Jofeph Prieftly, one of 
" the moft profound philofophers of the age, and moft meek and 
" amiable of citizens, claims the fad pre-eminence ; and ^unoog 
;*' the latter, ftand the names of thofe perfecuted Patriots, m 
** whofe behalf we are now about to addrefs the executive 
.*' magiftrate of our country — a noble and" a generous band, 
* ^ whofe fufFerings do not claim our pity, becaufe they boil up 
" our rage; whofe fentences difgraced thofe who pronounced 
•' them, not thofe on whom they were pronounced; whofe 
/' condition is enviable, becaufe honourable, and to the whole of 
^^ whofe opinions and condu6l, no good man, or honeftrddzem 
** can give one diflentient voiced In times like thefe, i«*cn» 
** man is mocked and infulted, becaufe he bears the name of » 
*' Patriot, an epithet once honoured by the people of EnghnJ; 
** at a time when thofe who have the courage and magnanimity 
^ not to flatter their country, are dcferted, betrayed, and ptf- 
/* fecuted, what honours are fufficient for thofe who diundcf 
,** truth againft tyrariny ? What difgracc oi^t not to await tb* 
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^ timid beingS) thofe negative patriots, who keep aloof from the 
** icene of adion, and riot on dieir country's wrongs ? When 
^ our Nation fliall be regenerated, tliefe perfecuted men will 
^ wear civic crowns. In the polidcal, as iii the moral world, 
" the friend who appears to foothe our diftrefles, excites our 
" efteem ; and he who, in calamitous times that try men's fouls, 
« facrifices intereft, friends, and home, in order to fave his 
" finking Country, merits well, not only of every Briton, but 
'^ of all mankind, and even of the government under which he 
** lives. 

^ Fellow-Citizens, the .day is at length arrived, when fana- 

•* ticifin and fuperftition, deprived of their tinlel trappings, and 

*^ expofed, in their native uglinefs, to the view of mankind, 

" flink fcowling back to the cave of obfcurity •, there I hope they 

** will for ever remain. The energy of Englifhmen will no 

" longer endure this ftrange uproar of injuftice. I truft my 

^ countrymen are iick of religious and political impoftiire ; and 

^ that their decifive and manly condudt will command, in an 

*^ imperious tone which will take ho denial, ncSt a melioration of 

'^ thefe enormous abufes^ which would be to compromife with in- 

^ juftice; but I truft they will demand the Annihilation of cor- 

^ ruptions and abufes, and a reftitiitidn of the original rights of 

^ human nature; I aik of our governors, diis plain queftion, 

^ Is it better that the people ihould be in a conftant ftate of 

^ ftupidity, than* that they ihould be fometimes turbulent ?— 

" Minifters of States if ye mean to be wicked, fuffer the people 

^ to write and fpeak ; you will find inen corrupt enough to ferve 

•" you according to your evil defireSj and who wiU improve you 

^ in the art of Sejanus. If you diean to be good, permit them 

* to write, you vrill find fomc honeft men who will improve you 
^ in the art of a Turgot. How many things are ye ftill ignorant 

* 0^ bef6ire yoii tan betome great either in good or in eviL 
^ I fee -no glory^ no advantage, no pleafure, no &fety, in any man 

* reigning as a Sultan over flaves* Such a horrid pre-eminence 
" tamifhes the luftre of the moft exalted ftation* It is, befides, 
•** precarious, for Sultans are firequently depofed, and vengeance 
^ wreaked upon them. 

O a "I need 
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« I need" not invite you, fellow citizens, td feel for anyhrnnan 
^ being who fufFers, n^uch lefs need I folicit your approof of 
^ the prefent meafure, after tlie general tefWmony of fatisfeflion 
^ you have given of it. You are too enlightened to need the 
* aid of any infl:ru£tion from me, and your underftandings are 
** too much awakened to require that your paflioris fhouldbe 
*^ played upon* Whilft the unerring tribunal of |?ofterity fhal 
•* condemn with fcorn and derifion, with execration and <fifgn^ 
^ thofb jhhiiman beings who have been the caufes of fudi un- 
•* exampled and inhuman feverity, our perfecuted brethren twB 
^ obtain a verdift of honour arid gI6ry. I may Venture to lay, 
** that,, beloved by the prefent age, future ages Ihall heap around 
" their monuments trophies of undying fame ; and an fcxafpentteJ 
*' and repentant people, fliaU enrol their nanfies In the vcriume of 
**" hiftory, which records alfo the names of Sidney, Hampde% 
** and Locke I' 



" The following Refdutions were then read three times ovcr^ 
^^ and with the exception of one or two pcrfonSj, were wiani- 
•* moufly adopted : 

" i^ That the People, being the true and only fource of 
" Governrt>enty the freedom of fpeaking and writing upon anjf 
^ Subject^ tannot be denied to the Members of a free Govorn^ 
** mentv Without offering the groflcft Infuk to xhe Majefty of the 
*< People. 

" 2. That therefore the Condemnation of Citizens Muir, 
^ Pahner, Skirving, Margarott, and Gcrrald, to Tran^ortatioii) 
^ for cjcpofing the Corruptions of the Britifli Government^ wai 
^ sn Aft better fuitcd to the Maxims of a deipotic than a frot 
^ Government.^ 

** 3. That the Addrefe which has now been read, be prelimtel 
*^ to the King^ in Behalf of the above perfecuted Patriots. 

*^ On the fecdnd Refolution being propofed, an hlfs was hesrf 
^ from different parts of the meeting, in confcquence of one or 
** twt> perfons holding up their hats againft it ; on pbierviif 
^ which, H. YoRKE t!ms addrefled the meeting: 

^ Feuoit 
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« Feliow Citizens, 

* As your Cbairman, I cali you to order. As an individual, 

"^ Inajift observe, that diis hiffing is repugnant to )Jie principk of 

♦* tofcratiou or freedom, which we wifb to fee cftablifhei W« 

^ have this moment read, and given our aiTent to, aa Addr^s to 

* the King in iavour of liberty of opinjk>n j iet it not b<? feid* 
^^ that we are the firft to vioUtc that liberty io-o^rs, which we 
"^ daimfor ourfelves. Opinions will always vary, eve^i atpongft 
^ die wifeft and beft iof metu We are b^und, theref^r^^ tQ ibew 
^ tendernefs to th^ opinions of others, and cotr^paffion even tm 
^ their prejudices. Let- our eaemies fee that we •ipgpfecrale by 
*"* our example, what we deiire to fee eftabliihed as a principle. 
^ Hiflcs do not convince ; they te^d ^nly to irritate the minds, 
^ and to beget the ill-will of our feUow-citizeigs : let us, 0p die 

* contrary, confront them with the weapons of Reafon and 
^ Truth, the only Jogic of liberal minds. Everything ^^Aikk ius 
^ a tendency to ftir up the paffions without Rwakenii^ the 

* underftanding, is unbecoming of freemen, or of mm wh% 
« would be free." 

** Thefe well-timed obfervations had the good effed of pre- 
/^ venting any further fiigns of intolerance; and the vtmoft de- 
^ cornm prevailed diroaghout the condud of the bufinefs. 

^ It was next moved, ^ that a Petition be prc&ntcd to the 
^ Houfe of Commons, for a Reform in the B^prefeatatioo of the 
^ People in Parliament 4*' but fo marked was the difitppFobstioa 
^ given by the whole meeting to this measure, that not one 
^ fing^e pcifon /e4:onded the motion; but a moft profound filence^ 
^interrupted only by a few murmurs, was obfcrved: upon 
^ ivfaidi, HsNRY YoRKE again rofe, and addre£ed the meeting 
^ in an animated fpeech of an hoar long, and of wb'ch it is im- 
^ poffible for us 40 give our readers a juft conception. He took 
^ a general view of the Britifli Conftitution, and fitted its moft 
^ prominent defedss among which die want of a perfefi National 
^ Reprefentation was the moft glaring* He dwelt a coafjdemble 
^ time upon this Ubj^St^ and then proceeded to take z rapid 
^ itinrcj of the exertions which had been .mgde at difibreot 
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f^ periods, aiid by different perfons, to promote Ac caufe of 
^' Parliamentary Reform. 

" He obferved diat the fubjeft was become a mere bi^gbciFi- ' 
•* employed to deceive the people, and worked upon as nl 
* engine to raife into power, needy and ambitious men ; 'that dx 
^* very fame men who in Opppfition had declared jthat it wa» 
" the only meafure of faving the country from ruin, were Ac 
** firft to reprobate and foout the meafure of reform when (hey 
" were in Power. From the corruptions of Ae Britifli Goveiv- 
** ment, parties had been generated, which, in their route tt| 
^ power, had convulfed and plundered Ae empire. Under liiil 
'^ diftinAions of names, principles had been forgotten ; and fbf 
'* Ae fake of leaders, whom Ae people had fooliAly idolized, die 
^ machine of Government rolled on amidft Ae feuds ^d oon- 
** tentions of party. Eternally Ae peace of our country had 
** been difturbed by Ae rancour and animofities of fa£lions,and 
« the people, inftead of turning themfelves to correft Ac grofi 
** evils which exifted in it, had ever been Ae tools of bafc and 
** defigning men, and feemed prepared tQ whet and fharpen theit 
" fwords one againft anoAer. 

« It was now high time that Ae people Aould lay afide leadcrti 
5^ difcard faftions, and aStfor themfelves. He ftrongly inforced 
f* thefe principles, and Aeri entered into a complete detail of the 
^ ancient Conftitution as cftabliAed by Alfred, which he proved 
** to be at this time totally defaced, if riot loft. He Aen purfued 
** Ae gradual decline of popular liberty in England, from the 
•* anarchy which was the' confequence of Dani A ati4 Norman 
*' invafion ; and taking a general fketch of our hiilory, fo far 
" as it vras connefted wiA the fubjefl: of Popular Reprcfentation, 
Y- he made fi)me flrong and pointed rem^ks on Ae Revolution in 
*' 1688, the obje£l erf which, he faid, was -not, could not be 
" anfwered, unlefs Annual Parliament^ and General Sufiragc 
." were reftored. For Ais he had Ae authority of Lord Somers, 
** who drew up Ae Declaration of Rights, and who was pro- 
** moted by William III. for his popular exertions ^t that 
f^ memorable epoch. 
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* In order to prove that die Revolution had not correfponded' 
writh the expedbations of the people, no fooner was the Prince 
3f Orange eftabliflied on the throne of England, than all ideas 
3f the ancient mode of annual Parliaments were effaced, and 
die TRIENNIAL ACT was paffed in the very face of that Re- 
irolution, and in dire<ft contradi£Uon to its principles ; for the 
Revolution, at leaft fo far as it refpedod the people, was not 
intended to be a compromife between the King and die 
Ariflocracy, for the joint inheritance of the people, but to 
eflablilh on unequivocal principles the right of the people to 
govern themfelves, and to recall thofe delegated powers which 
they had entruiled to dieir fervants for this purpofe, when 
diey were either abufed, or neglefted to exercife them. If the 
S.evoludon were not a Revolution for the people, it was no 
Revolotion at all, but a confpiracy of a few ennobled op- 
prefTors againft the liberties and happinefs of the many. But' 
If it were defigned to comprehend the people, and its end has 
3ecn perverted, or purpofcly laid afide, the people are not 
Brarranted in petithningy but are juflified in demanMng as' 
% Rights agreeably to the tone of language ufed in the De-' 
Ration of Rights, the reftitution of annual Parliaments, and 
die eflablifhment of univerfal Suffrage. But the fhock which 
«ras given to the ftability of thefe principles, was moft in- 
^oufly flagrant, by the enaAing of the septential act, 
in the reign of George L If the AS of Parliament in the 
reign of Henry VL erafed from the roll of citizenlhip fomef 
[)f the beft members of the community^ die enafting of the 
Triennial and Septennial Adte, filled up to the brim the 
meafure of governmental iniquity, and poured forth the waters 
of bittemds throughout our lan4» 

" Feli.ow Citizens, 

" Enough pf precedence. TThe h^man rape has long been 
rolling down the tide of ages neglefted, unpitied and opprefTedl 
It is high time tiiat die devious courfe of human policy fhould 
not be left to the uncertain iffue of ftorms and of elemental 
{Hrars ^ but that the machine of flate fhould be guided by the 
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« polgr ftar of Reafon alone, which is never feen but when the 
** Majefty of the People is refplcndent. What is bencfidsd in 
^ the example of ages, w? ought to rcferve with caution. What 
** is injurious, and what is only tolerably competent to anfwcr die 
^f coinpion purpofes of (bciety, ought to be aboliflied. We in* 
^ fult onrfclves, when we abje£Uy diftruft the powers whidi na- 
** ture has given us ; nor ought we paffively to acquiefce in in- 
^ ftitutions, which, though injurious, may be preferable to diofe 
** that may be endured by odiers. We infult ourfelves, when 
^ wc fooliihiy balance between tolerable vices tcdA pofitive pd\ 
^ between unnatural fyftems, and novel, untried, but juft mw- , 
*^ ims. The human mind is progreffive, fo is the focial mini 
^ That the one therefore ihould remain ftationary, amid the xa* 
^ pidcourfe of the other towards perfection, is a prejudice as on- 
^ natural as it is injurious to the happinefs of man. Tbego* 
« vernments of Europe prefcnt no delectable fymmetry to thf 
*^ contemplation of the philofopher, no enjoyment to the 6tis&o 
^ tion of tibe citii&en. A vaft, deformed and cheerlefs ftmSore^ 
^ the frightful abortion of bafte and ufurpation, prefents to the 
^ eye of the beholder no fyftematic arrangement, no harmoniwi 
<f organiwtion of fodety. Chance, hafte, feaion, tyrannjsi^ 
<f bellion, mafiacre, aod the hot; inclement action of human 
^ paflions, have begotten them* Utility never has been the ai 
^ of their inftitution, but partial intereft has been its fiwt* 
^ Such abominable and abfurd forms, fuch jarring and diffomnt 
^ principles, which chance has fcattered over the earth, cry aloud 
^ for fomathing more natural, more pure, and more cakuhlel 
^ $0 promote the happinefs of mankind. Experience muft rc- 
^ gulate the mecfaanifm of government, by which I mean not « 
^ narrow and confined, but a liberal and enlightened experieocei 
^ which, hearing without paflion or prejudice, the teftimony of 
^ ages and nations, collefts from it general principles, to fiirther 
** the progrefs of civilization. It is in hiftory that we arc to 
** dive for thofe rich materials of Icgiflative experiment," whid 
^ arc to ameliorate the focial order, and repair ihofe breachei 
^ whidi injuftice has long fmce made. But if diis experience 
^ t)e fciund in^e(}uate to t^e purpofe of aflevlatii^ human nsfe^ 
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ries; if it afFord nothing but the melancholy proJpeft of out- 
rageous defpotiCn; of exceffive vices on the part of the go- 
verning, and debafement and vafl^age on that of the go- 
verned ; if it afcribe the commotions of fufFering countries to 
the defigns of fa&ions, and not to principles -, if it fhew, diat 
in confequence of national ignorance, after the firft ebullitions 
of revolt, they have fat down in a torpid calm, and borne widi 
ufurpations ftill heavier than thofc by which they were roufed 
to arms — ^itmuft be granted that this experience is important; 
becaufe it teaches die fuffering nations of the prefent day, in 
what manner to prepare their combuftibie ingredients, and 
Humanifts in what manner to enkindle them, fo as to produce^ 
with efied, that grand political explofion, which, at the fame 
time that it buries Defpotifm, already convulfiveand agoniiing, 
in ruins, may raife up the people to the dignity and fublime 
grandeur of Freedom. 

^ To cSeA this juft and ufeful purpofe, revolution offentimeni 
ffluft precede revolution of government and mamiers. The 
popular energies muft be excited, that the popular voice maj 
be felt and heard. The people muft grow wife, in order that 
the people may rule. It is faid we preach anarchy; but what 
ii anarchy, but the eftablifhment of confufion on the wreck of 
popular opinion ? It is (aid we are levellers ; but thoie are le-^ 
frilers who would wifh to reduce man to the condition of the 
brute, guided by paffion, and uninfluenced byreafon. Thofe 
tt€ levellers whofe hands are dipped in the public fpoils; who 
afiert impunity for crimes, and inviolability of pcrfpns ; who 
would make humanity take a retrograde motion \ who would 
paify die am^ of juflice, and defeat the end of equal laws. We 
have ever diidaimed the fooliih idea of levelling property ; be- 
cause 9ifr own property, the fruit of our labour, or of our ta<« 
leots, might, by die example, be expofed to the invafion of the 
firft intruder, {t were well, if thofe who confound juftice with 
crimes, would coofuler that the poor man's property, little as 
it is, is as precious to him, as is the wealthy ftock of the rich 
man. It were well, if feeling the force of this principle, the 
viftgciacjr Woi4d imilbp w^ti^ us in the cauie in which we are 
I « onbarkcd^ 
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•* embarked. Property, they fay, is facred. Is not then the 
•* property of the poor man as facred as that of \the ridi ; and 
^ ought it to be filched or forced from him without hts confent^ 
" any more than that of the rich man ? Can thofe who do not re- 
** fpeft the property of others, expe£t others to refpeft their pro- 
*' perty ? We wifli to exalt, not to level. We wifli to better the 
** condition of the wretched ; to equalize men under the influ- 
** ence of law; but to give to merit, induftry, talents, patrimony, 
^ virtue, their proper weight and correfpondent dignity in the 
^ fecial crden Are we then ungovernable, becaufe we rgcft 
« mif-government ? Are we ungrateful, becaufe we defend our 
^ liberty and property againft thofe who ought to refped them ? 
** Are we rebek in maintaining our violated laws againft thofe 
^* who are open rebek to laws, and who fet themfdives ^ve 
** thofe fews which they ought to have venerated ?. I know, that 
<* in all ages of the world, people who would not be eppreffed 
" have been reckoned ungovernable by men who are, or who 
" would be opprefibrs. I know that the enemies of oppreffion 
^ have always been ftigmatized as enemies of Govcriraient I 
** know that it is feditious to blame the excefles of Power, an<{ 
** infolent to mention the infolence of thofe who abufe Power. I 
" know that it is fedition to diftinguifli between public right and 
** public wrong, between Government and Tyranny. Nor is 
" it enough to acknovdedge all ^W government to be irrefiftiblei 
** but the wor/i^ and the abufe of the he/^j muft be irrefiftible 
^ alfo. I know that to complain of Tyranny is faBion^ and t© 
*' throw it ofF rebellion ; but they who opprefs are the greateft 
^ Rebels^ and for the oppreffed to turn upon them, is but to reft/l 
« Rebellion — it is but to do a juft and natural action. - Whoever 
" violates the laws of Reafon, Equity and Nature, whatever fta- 
'^ tion or name he may bear, is a Rebels fubjedt to laws againft 
" Tyrants and Rebellion, Tyrants, therefore, and opprefibrs, 
*' are the higheft and moft confummate Rebels in the wcnrld— 
« capital Traitors to God and Man, and punifhable by all the 
** laws of God and Man. Amid all the abfurdities and chimeras 
^ of Paganifm, it was never believed that Tyranny was wamuitr 
^ ed by Heaven. It was never believed diat die bloody Caligula 
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^ was the vicegerent of God, and that the worft of men had a 
^ commiffion from Heaven to opprefs the human race. It wai 
*' never believed that murder, rapine, and mifrule, were Govern- 
" ment ; and that lawlefs and blopdy crowned Robbers were 
^ Governors divinely appointed. It was never believed that fo- 
** ciety had no remedy againft devouring luft and the raging 
•* fword) which were deftroying all the ends of fociety, and evea 
^ ibciety itfel£ Such indignities to God and Man were never 
^ broached by Pagans; they never propagated doSrines whicli 
•* would have turned men into idepts, deftitute of refleiSHon and 
^ feeling; into beafts of burthen and beafts of facrifice; turneJ 
^ Heaven into Hell ; human fociety into a chaos of blood and 
^ carcafes ; and the earth into a place of torments. It never 
^ entered into the heart of a Greek or a Rcnnan, nor into any 
^ heart that felt jhe fentiments of virtue and humanity, that 
<* it was unlawful to defend Nature ; a crime to ward ofFmur- 
^ der, barbarity, and defolation; and an impiety to do the moll 
<* godlike aftipn which can be done on this fide Heaven, that of 
^ di(anning Tyrants, and of faving our country from perifhing. 
f* Government is doubtlefs a facred thing, and juftly claims our 
•* reverence and duty ; but when Government is general oppret 
^ fiow; when havoc, fpoil and perfecution prevail, to the dc- 
^ ftnidiionof 9II who do well; when law and juftice are banifli- 
f* ed, and military defpotifm triumphs ; when property is attack- 
^ ed and feized without die cpnfent of its owner, and lives are 
^ wantonly deftroyed !— 4S this Government too ? If it be, tell 
f me what is not 'Government? I do not think, in an age like 
this, fliat die people of this, or any country, can ever be fo funk 
* or deadened by oppreffion, but that repeated provocation will 
M raife a fpirit ^mtiongft them capable of accomplifhing the grea'- 
U eft projefts. Even the moft profeffed and degraded flaves, the 
*' peoiple of Turkey, often roufe themfelves, and cafting their 
f proud ridet to the earth, trample him to death. A litde fpark 
f often kindles a great flame, and a flame foon fpreads to a con- 
f* flagration. An ignorant nadon roufed to aflirt its liberdes, 
f will be mad and fiiripus 5 for when men are ufed like beafts, 
f they will a^ jikp beafts ! But when an lightened people, 

^ knowiiv^ 
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^ knowing their rights, are reduced to a ftate of degraJatlon, tbsf 
^ will know that their condition cannot be worfe, but, by tbesr 
^ own efForCs^ their condition piuft be better. An ignorant peo* 
^^ pie, incited by repeated injury to ihake off the load of injuf- 
^ tice, will rifk unfeen evils and calamities'^— will nik eveag qvil 
^ war to be revenged on their oppreffors. Such was the tefaper 
*^ of the Rcxnans upon the revolt of Sacrovir— »Aey ev^i> «xultci 
^ in it, and in hatred to Tiberius, wifbed fuccefs to (he pnUic 
^ enemy. Such were the injured people of Spain^ ^o^wben 
^ the Romans came, joyfully received them as their dpliveien 
^ from the tyrannous yoke of Carthage. But an enlightisiied 
^ people will never fully the victories of patriotifin by inch inre« 
^ gular condufl:. Revenge will never be adopted as a pf indple. 
^ Peace will actuate their demeanour, and they will glory in * 
^^ awaiting the flow procefs oi uni verial information, as a preluds 
^ to univerial emancipation, rather than tarniih the career of li- 
** berty, by involving their country infcenes of terror, wafte and 
** depredation. Oppreffed Nature will, at a proper feafixK, de- 
^^ part from paffive principle ; and ihould an attempt be aiade to 
^ wreft what remains of liberty from us, I truft all men will con* 
<* cur to vindicate their violated rights — for, if the attempt be fof- 
* fered once, it will be often repeated. A few repetitions creats 
^ a habit, and habit will claim prefcription and right. For Go- 
*^ vernors to be omnipotent, the race of man muft be extinfts 
** and no argument for deftroying Anarchy can be ufed,Jbut urfiat 
" is full as ftrong for the overthrow of Tyranny. It is dificuk 
" to reftore public affairs, when once difconcerted, to their for- 
** mer fteady principle — numbers will engage in the cofrupdon, 
". and will try every art and power to fupport it, and d>py wiH 
" continue to do fo, until Nature, which is always uppermoft in 
man, figns their tragical doom ! 

" Citizens, • 

^ I repeat my former afTertion. Go on as you hitherto have 
done, in the culture of reafon. DiiTeminate throughout die 
whole of your country, that knowledge v^ich 19 £> n^oel&ry to 
man's bappinefs, and which you hgye yourjB^ivei ^o^uiied. 

« Teach 
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■* Teach your children and your countrymen the facred leflbns of 
^ virtue, which are the foundations of all human polity. Teach 
■* them to refpeft themfelves, and to love their country. Teacli 
^ diem to do unto all men as th^y would that they fhould do unto 

• diem, and their love fhall not be confined to their country, but 

• fliall extend to the whole human race. When fuch a revoluti- 

• on of fentiment fliall have difperfed the mifts of prejudice ; when 
^ by the inceflant thunderings from the prefe, the meaneft cot- 
■ tager of our country fliall be enlightened, and die fun of reafon 

• (hall fliine in its fiilleft meridian over us; then die command* 

• ii^ Voice of the whole people fliall recommend the five hundred 

• and fifty-eight Gentlemen in St. Stephen's Chapel^ to go about 
** dieir bufmefs. 



^ The following refolutions were next read, and unahimoufly 

* approved of, amidft the loudefl: applaufes. 

* 4. That in every country where the people have no fiure 

* in their Government, taxation is tyranny^ 

" 5. That therefore a Government is tyrannical or free, in 

* proportion as the people are equally^ or unequally, repre* 
«fented. 

" 6. Convinced of this truth, it is the opinion of this Meetings 
^ diat the people ought to demand as a rigbt^ and not petidon as 
^ zfavsury for Univerfal Reprefentation^ 

* 7. That therefore we will petition the Houfe of Commons 
DO more on this fubje6l»" 

Read from " An Addrcfs to the. Britifli Nation," from tht 
fiffi page (page 27 of the pamphlet) and from page 34 to 36, 
« An Addrefs to the Britijh Nation. 
" Friends and Countrymen, 
« We have heard this day decided, with the exception of only 
** one difientent voice, that the Houfe of Commons fliall ne*- 
* vcr again be petitioned by us, on the fubjodl of Parliamentary 
" Reform* 

« We owe to the nation, to pofterity, even to foreign countries,, 
'^ and t9 te government kfclf wider which we live, an expofitioA 

'^of 
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•^ of our motives: To the nation we owe this duty, becaufewt 
** are of opinion, that the will of the majority of th* 

•* P£OPLE, SHOULD BE, AT ALL TIMES^ THE SuPREMB LaW; 

** and that if xhtfew diflent from the opinion of the many^ howi 
^ ever oblig :tory the will, of the majority may be to them as s 
*^ rule of action, yet opinion is alv/ays free and facred, the right 
^ of man to enjoy, and the confcientious duty of man todiffufc 
•* Under the full conviction of this principle, we feel ourfelvcsi' 
^ at prefent^ the minority, becaufe we are the firft to agitate the 
'^ queftion^ and to repel the monftrous idea of petitionii^ when 
•* our petitions are not received by the Houfe of Commons. 
•^ But, we are numerous — ^we are hiany thoufendsj and as 
^ nothing opens the eyes of men fo much as their interefts, we 
•^ demand, Fellow-citizens, nay, we are entitled to it from our 
."■ numbers, that you lend an attentive ear to the truths we are 
^ about to utter, and to die reclamations we are about to make 
*\ in favour of opprefled humanity^ 

" Our petition was received with the utntoft indignation by 
^ the Hbufe of Commons ; which was no moi-e than we ex- 
** pe£led. We knew that the homely truths we uttered, wouW 
^ be very unwelcome guefts in that houfe. We never CxpeSed 
" that a body in which there were fo many Placemen and ?en- 
" fioners, would liften to the palpable fefts ftated in diat 
•* petition ; the objedl of which was to root 6ut injUftice, and 
^ to curb licentioufnefs and corruption. Neverthelefs, as \iire were 
*^ called upon by our countrymen to unite with them, we diought 
« ourfelves bound to comply with their wifhes. And, although 
*• our petition was difdainfuUy rejected, becaufe not coudwd in 
^ language fufficiently polite and refpeSful for the five Jfundrei 
•^ andffty-eight Gentlemen who fit at the Houfe Of Commons, 
*^ yet, believe us, fellow-citizens, we are ftill of opinion, 
** that the matter it contained, was not only juft and proper, but 
•^ we think, that even the language, which gave fo much ofFcncfe 
•* to the honorable Gentlemen^ was much too polite and too modc- 
^ rate for us. For, if the Houfe of Commons were the nsd 
<* Reprefentatives of the People, wecertainlyhadarighttoif^fl/^ 
^ and not to petitianj becaufe they could be confidered in no odiet 
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^ Hght thari as the organs of the public will. And, if they re- 
** fufed to obey that will, they would be ufurpers^ and not repre- 
^ fentatives. If, o'n the contrary, they are not the Reprefen- 
** tatives of the people, what have we to, do with them ? If they 
^ are not our Reprefentatives, we cannot be their Conftituents ; 

* and to petition thofe who are not our Reprefentatives as our 
" Reprefentatives, would be a manifeft abfurdity, if not an infult 

* and mockery of ourfelves. However, the petition, fuch as it 

* was, being termed difrefpeftful, was thrown out by a majority 
" of 79, there being 29 only who voted for its being received, 

* and 108 who voted againft it. Such imperious treatment 
** rather gives warning than ftrikes terror. The abufe of repre- 
^ fentation can never come in the place of a rule, for no legal 
** power can be derived from injury or injuftice. On this 
** ground alone, therefore, we are juftified in preferving a fuUen 
<* filence in refpeft to the Houfe of Commons. For, if grie- 
" vances, abufes, complaints, and truth, are to be difcarded 
** from that Houfe, becaufe not dreffed in a gentleman-like lan- 
^ guage, how are we, plain mechanics, ever to obtain redrefs, 

* who are not gentlemen^ and who are, confequently, ignorant 
** of thofe polite* and courtly expreffions which are neccffary to 

* gain a hearing in that Houfe. We are ignorant of the art of 
" difplaying truth by halves, and, as we love plain dealing our- 

* felves, we deteft hypocrify in others, and pity thofe who would 

* wifli us to follow their example. We faid to the Houfe of 

* Commons, we are wronged and aggrieved — will you right us, 
^ and redrefs our grievances, or will you not ? If you will, we 

* ihall be fatisfied; if you will not, .we fliall feek redrefs fome 

* other way. This is the fole queftion with us, and we put it, 
^ as we thought, in a moft becoming ftyle to the Houfe of Com- 
^ mens. But, our petition being fcouted, we fhall trouble thenv 

* no more with our coarfe and unmannerly language, 'It will be 
"^ our duty to proceed, as we have uniformly done hitherto, in 

. ** enlightening the public mind ; and, when a compleat revo- 

* lution of fentlment fliall take place (as will fliortly be the cafe) 

* in our country, we fliall open our mouths, in that key we think 
^ mofl: agreeable to ourfelves j and our voice, together with 

2 " that 
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" Aat of our disfranchifed countrymen, will rtkmHey perhaps, 
^ the thundcrings from Mount Sinai ! 

" Yes, Countrymen, we demand Equality of Rights, ihwfaidi 
^ is included Equality of Reprefentation, without which terror 
** is law, and the obligations of juftice are weakened ; becaufe, 
** unfa6lioned by the facred voice of the people. We arc not 
** fpeaking of that vifionary Equality of Property, the practical 

' *' affertion of which would defolate the world, and replungjc it 
^ into the darkeft and wildeft barbarifm ; but that Equality we 
^ claim, is to make the Slave a Man, the Man a Citizen, and 
« die Citizen an integral part of the State -, to make him a joint 
" Sovereign, and not a fubjedt j to oblige Law, which ought to 
^ be an emanation from die general will, to fhed its influence, 
«* without diftinftion, over the heads of all, and to reflrain or ftrilcc 
** the wealthy plunderer equally with the more homely oEFender. 
^ We wifh to give rights to him who has none, and a country 
^ to him who wants one. We wifti to upfet the idol of injuftice, 
" which has poured forth, from its exalted throne, a deluge of 
*' forrow, and flooded the world with the tears and the blood of 

' *^ its inhabitants. We defire to fee Wifdc^n denunding- of 
^ miferable millions their wants, and Humanity at hand tofupply 
*' them. We defire to fee the fanftuary of Virtue ere£ted, and 
" the ftandard of Liberty planted in our land, around which the 
" people may rally as to an Holy of Holies. In fliort, we defire 
" to fee the altar of Equality blazing in Britain, whofe ftreams 
*' of fire, whilfl: they fliall fhock, convulfe, and tear down dsc 
" rotten pillars of prejudices 3 whilfl: they fhall confume Tyrants, 
" and rerrify public delinquents, fliall pierce into the hearts of 
" the v/hole People, and confirm the wide empire of Morals oo 
*' the wreck of buperftition and Vice. Such is our Equality* 
" and fuch is the Equality which we proudly gratulate our Coun- 
" trymen, will fliordy be eftabliflied in Britain, and which we 
** invite you. People of Scotland, to partake of.— The 
*^ banks of the Forth, the fields of Bannockburn and CuUodcDi 
^ and that Tribunal of Edinburgh, which has difgraced your 

J^ capital, fliall yet bear teftimony to the gaufe for which 
« Fletcher wrote, and Wallace bled»" 
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Tufo EmlopiSy in each of which was inchfed a Copy of thi 
Proceedings of the Public Meetingy held at Sheffield^ on the yth 
tf j^rilj 1794, were read; one addrejfed " To Mr. Vaughan^ 
« Efq. Couhfellor at LaWj' the other " To the Honourable Charles 

ffllliam Broomheadj Crofs-eicamined by Mr. Gibbs. 

^ You laid, about the time thefe pikes were talked aboutj 
there liad been a mirchievous hand-bill circulated, for die pur* 
pole, as you fuppofe, of exciting the people againft the fociety, 
can you tdl me what was the general fubftance of it ? 

A. I had one in my hand, but cannot ipeak to every thing it 
09ntauied« • 

J^ But what was the general fubftance of it ? 

A It was a call to the people to arm againft foreign and in« 
temal- enemies, and the reply which was made to it was couched 
in the &me language* 

* J^ That was the firft thing that was publiflied; at what 
time was it publifhed; before or after this meeting that you 
^ieakof? 

A. I do not recoiled the exa£t time, but I read them both, and 
ihould have been happy if I had had them both here. 

J^. But you fay the objedl of it was to provoke the people ? 

if. It was given out, by various people in the town of Sheffield, 
we can never do any thing againft thefe people, againft the 
ibciety, till we ourfelves caufe a riot. 

j^ Thefe people meant the fociety ? 

A, Yes i and I faw myfelf feveral perfons ride up and down, 
lound the Market-place, fiill gallop, to ride over people, when, 
at the fane time, it was only boys. 

^ The cry was, they could never do any thing with you ; 
uttlefi they caufed a riot againft you, they could make nothing 
of it? 

if. It has been faid fo, but I cannot recoUeft who faidit; 
but this wicked hand-bill appearing, without the fanftion of the 
law, or the Magiftrate, I read it; and, if I had been aware of 

V0L.IL . P this, 
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.dii^ I vfouM \w^ brought it;-— this W9S the caqfi^of any fting 
being fpoken coaceming arms* 

^ Among all the converiatioii ymi have eve; he^rd upon tbe 
ittbjed qI thefe pikes, wer^ they intended for the purpofe tf 
making an attack upon any power in this country, orooly ftc 
defending yourfelves, if you ihould be attacked i 

A I never underftood them in any other li^ty and wktf vm 
£ud i^bout tbem was in anfwer to tjiis wicked hand-bilL TVie 
was neither Mr. Wilkinfim's name, nor Mr. Althorp% nor mf 
gentleman's name in the town, to it. 

^ Whether you ever coUeSied, from tboie whft talked of 
pikes, or ever product any, that they meant ta nnke anjr 
attack upon any of the powers in |his country, or only to dofead 
themfelves, if they were illegally attacked i 
. j(. This was the very truthi to oppofe illegal force, ind direft 
violation of the law of the land, made upon us, aa waadeoeH^ 
Manchefter and at Birmingham* 

J^. Then they were meant only ti> be uied oq tha de- 
/eniive ? 

A Mr. Gale had this hand-bill in his hand, when he firft 
mentioned the p^ces at this meeting, or in his pocket > and theie 
were feveral refolves printed in his paper the week fioUovin^ 
and direA anfwers thereto, mentioning fomethiu^ upon the , 
matter. I would have brought them both with me, if I had been 
apprehenfive of this. 

^. Had any of the peo[de in this ibciety to which you be- 
longed, any idea of making any attack upon either tbe Kiif,or 
Ihe Houfe of Lords; bad they any idea of altering the govern- 
nent in that refpe^b ? 

A I think they ought to be ient to Bedlam, if they had; 

^ Had you, as one of that fociety> any iiich intenlicn your* 
fdf? 

A. Juft the fame as flying to the fun. 

^ But to fpeak plain; by that jrou mean, I fuppofis, that jq» 
never had any fuch thought in your mind ? 

^ No; never» 

^ WW 
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. i^. Whit ivtt it duit f»u wiflied (oproduce hyibdk meetings 

A* To enlighten the people; to Ihew the people the reiibn, 
Ae ground of all dieir complaints and fuiFerings ; vfhtA a man 
m6tki hard for thirteen or fourteen hours of Ae dtjs the ^»eek 
duoM^ and is mt able to maintain his fidnily$ that is what I 
underftood of ill Co Aow Ae people the ground of tfiis; why 
, viey wnne not- 'abl^ 

i^ Was not the objed of your meeting a Parliamentary Rt> 
Ibrmf 

A. Yes, it was ; and as fudi we corTelpondcd with the Sode>* 
ty of tiie Friends of the People^ ^ well as the Conftitutional So* 
'ffity« ' 

4b ^^o were the members of the Friends of the People f 

A. There were feveral communications, I know, Jnecdhred 
fipom diat Society. 

^ Mr. Stuar^ I bdievewas the ftcrocsry f 

i< Yes. 

^ Should you have continued a member of this Society, if 
9M had thought that diey had any intent of fhdcing either the 
King, or the Lords, or of difplacing die King fbofh his dupplie I 

A. No. 

^ You would not? 

^. Now 

^ Should you not have abhorred fuch an idea ? 

A Yes^ yes. 

J^ Havie you any reafon, from any thing that ever pafled in 
the Society, to believe diere was a fingle member of it who enter* 
tained fudi a nodon? 

^ No; and I do not believe there is fuch a wicked man 
amdngft them. 

J^ The obje£l of your meedng, you lay, was to ftate to die 
people die grounds of certain evils which you thought to enft ; 
and wiihed to bring about a Parliamentary Reform^^Was that a 
Faritamentary Reform in the Houlb of Commons ? 

4£ In the Houfe rf Commons. 

P 2 J^ Yott 
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j^ Yoa meant duct the King and the Lords fhould tetaaki a) 
diey were; but that there fhould be a Reform in the Houfe cf 
Commons? 

J. Yes. 

^ Did you beHevef and ivas that the ground upoii whicfa ytxt 
aSedj that by producing fuch Reform as you wifhed in the Houfe 
of Commons, that thofe evils would be remedied? 

A That the King, the Lords, and Commons, might dienu 
ielves, with the concurrence of the nation, remiedy thcfe cvib— 
As to reforming, as to the expenditure, and other matterSi we 
hs^ not the vanity to think of fuch a thing. 
" ^. T^. do I underiknd you right, when I fuppole ^to 
have been your principle — that you thought the King, and At 
Lords, with the Houfes of Commons, fo reformed^ WQuU r&« 
drefe all your grievances ? 

J. Yes. 

^ Was it your objcft to attain this end peaceably? 

jf. There is no one doubts it in Sheffield, that will fpeak bo< 
nefljy, 

. ^ I ^eak of your own particular objefl:— Your objeft Vtt 
to attain it peaceably i 

A. It was. 

^. Have you any "reafon to think it was the objed of any 
other man in the Society, to ufe any but peaceable means ta ob- 
tain it,- 

A, Not to my knowledge — ^what perfons might do> had any 
thing happened, as a Convention being called, we cannot tell for 
their wickedneis. 

Mr. Gihhs. Repeat that anfwer. 

A. Had there been a Convention, thofe. focietics that fait 
them, I fuppofe, would have put confidence in diem, aad-ii 
their confultations, fuppofing them to be competent to devifeand 
direa the means to the end for a Parliamentary |Uformr— I uiH 
derftand it in that light. 

^. When Aat meeting was had, to be fure no man cananfer 
for the afts of thofe who fhould compofe it— certainly notf bwt 
had you any reafon to fuppofe, that thofe whom you fliould fen* 
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b tint me^ng would a£t oAerwife than peaceably, Vf6\M jrott 
bave fent any whom you did not Aink would have aSed peaces 
ably? 

j/. No; ifaoTe would have aAed peaceably that we Ihould have 
lent ; we fliould have fent none elfe but fuch. 

^ And you have no reafon to think that others woidd bave 
^ed otherwlfe than peaceably i 

A. No; I have no reafon to think 6> whateVef. 

^ When Nationd Reprefentation. was talked of by Mr, 
Yorice at this Meeting, by National Reprefentation, was it not 
meant the Reprefentation of the People of England in the Houft 
iif Commons? 
^ ^ lalwaysunderflxjoditfoformy partt 

William Broomhead^ 
Re-examined by Mr. Garrow^ 
' ^. I could wifh to afcertain whether I have taken you correft- 
ly — you meant, and as far as you underftand, your Society meant 
to produce a Reform of the Reprefentation of tiie Pebple in- the 
Commons Houfe of Parliament by peaceable means ? 
J* Yes. 

^ But you apprehended, that when you Ihould depute your 
delegates to a Convention, that yoa trufted to that Convention, 
and that what might then be done you could not anfwer for, not 
being able to anfwer for the wickednefs of individuals-^Did I 
take you corre6tiy ? 
A Yes, 

^ For the purpofe of obtaining diis defirable objeft of a Par- 
liamentary Reform, you fay you correfponded not only with th^ 
Cqnftitutional Society, but with other Societies; and among 
^bem, you have named a Society called, a Society of the Friends 
of the People? 

A. Yes. 
• ^ Do you know the anfwer which diat Society returned to 
jfpur's as early as die 26th of May? 
v£ I do not now rocQlleft die anfwer. 

P3 ^P«^- 



4^ Ptibaps i aayaffiftjoivi oaemorf^by reoanduigjfouafjdt 
fipl; of jour fecretary to than Society ? 

w/. perhaps it might not be me. 

^. I)o you kii»w 9. poriba of tbe naoie of AihiQa? 

A. Yes. 

^. Di4 hi fT«r aA as Secretary to your Society 2 

A. Yes. 

J^. You hav» laid that yowr objei^ ai^ ^ bs aa yoo^kmr, 
Aft objed of yoMir Sockty, wa^ to obtain a Reibrm bjr^pqBcnUq 
l^ffins, and byeobgh^sninc tfaepuhbc«>-Iaft yoii» if youdo-Mt 
toowi 4i|tt ufKM^ Suciety of thi& Friends of ^ Pe^qpl^ r^tWAt 
ing fome aniwer to your Society, that your Socioty^im^ofi;^ Ig 
means of Afhton, yoiur ftcrttary, difcbio^ii^ any &r«k(K gBm- 
munication with the Society of the Friends of the People, as unfit 
for your purpofe ? 

A. That he might do^tlHs I cannot &ys but I do not know 
of a certaiaty d»t he did i b«cai>fc great part of the tipqe lAoi 
ke was fecretary, I had. no oaiKesn iKudi the Society. 

^ Was the meafure of diicarding this Socie^of dx f r](ni|js 
of the People^ as unfit for your purpofes^ difcufibd ia ypm: osa^, 
mittees? 

A» IdonotreooUe&i^bflsii^difcufledfBaConuBitlar. 

^. Was it diicufled m any meeting of ftfi Divifioni^} 

A. Not in tfaofe meetiiigs «f the Diviiions I have b^en igp^. 
ing of. 

J^. Was it in any meetings? 

A. Yej), it may have been — I do not recoUefi that it W^ . 

^. That anfwer worn foitiae*--! aft, whether in any nttliDgs 
of your Society, the prc^iety of having nothing fiu-^tv.to.-Aii 
with this Society, the Friends of the Peq>)6^ becaufe tiMiy would 
not go the kngtbs that made them fit for your conrniHUJca^jon^ 
was ever difcufied ? 

A. That was difcufied. 

4^ Was the refult of that difcuffion communicated ^.your 
afibciated Society, die ConiKtutional Society, that diis Socktji^ 
the Friends of the People, whatever tfacy iiroGe^M: ^ d^ w» 

not 



fldt^ Ik ^i»etf(M for your h^ing ^y Aing more to do iKth 
them? ■ ■ w 

A* I do not know that fuch a letter was communicated, nor 
fiidi a letter received, 

J^ I do not aft you, whether pu know that fuCh a letter was 
received, or wheder you know diat fiich a letter was fent; but 
I aik you. If die refuk of your deliberation was not, that diey 
>i/tre unfit for your Society, diat the Conftitutional Society might 
be lb informed? 

It. Nay, I amnotcertain Aat it was the refuh of the deternu^ 
itttion of that meeting ; I radler think that it Was determined af-^ 
ferwards, if it was determined at all. 

J^ Do you recoiled whether Mr. Yorke took any part in diat 
diicuffion? 

jI. Nos he was not diere then. 

J^ Wlio were the parties ? 

A. Several pcribns ipoke^ among whom I was one. 

^ Have you read the declarations publiihed by that Society^ 
caUed die Friends of the People : doubtle(s you have, for your 
infcnnation j or if you have not read them yourfelf, have diey 
been read in your Society ? 

A^ I might have read diem— -I will not (ay — ^I believe I mi^t. 

J^ Do]rounotkiiowdiat in language, to vriiich to be furelcan 
cb nojuftice, they dedared their firm intention, by all conftitu- 
dooal and proper means, to produce that very thing which you 
hate to have been your objeA, a Reform in the Reprefentation of 
die Commons Houfe of Parliament? 

jL Great numbers of people did not believe them— they did 
aot believe them to be honeft. 

^ However, diey had made thofe profeffions ? 

-^'Yes; dierewasfomeAingofdiat. 

Stz But that you did not quite believe. Was diis, think you, 
iis early as the 26tfa of May, 1792, that you difdaimed thefe 
Friends of die People ? 

J. It may, I do not recoiled the time exa^y; I think it 
SBght be about diat time* 

P 4 ^. And 



7 2l6 ) 

'. ^ And that was long before Mr. Ypjcke came ampn^ jq^ 
upon his laft miffion ? 

jf. It was, 

^ And ofcourfe long before all thefe difcuffions. .Befogoo^ 
as to tell me a little more diftindlly what this mifchievous hand- 
bill was that excited you to arms — ^I believe it was calling upon 
people to aiTociate, and to arm againft foreign invaders and donoef- 
tic enemies? 

A Yes ; but not with any magiftrate's name to it 

^ But the obje£k was calling upon the people of SheffieU ta 
^rm againft foreign invaders and domeftic enemies ? 

A Yes; and that meeting, when arms were fpoken of, it was 
determined, in feveral refolutions, to get thofe arms for die fune 
purpofe, in reply to that. 

^ Let us fee that we quite underftand one another. DiJ 
you adopt that handbill, and arm in confequpnce of it, or were 
you alarmed at its being prodigioufly unconftitutional,^ and aim 
againft it ? 

A I never did. 

^ But the Society ? 

A, Some few might. 

^. Was that to arm againft the invafion of foreign enemies, or 
proteft yourfelves againft attack from domeftic enemies ? 

A. It was couched in words, which were taken and pjitint^ 
refolvcs, and advertifed in Gale's Paper the next week. 

^. Your Society, after this handbill, calling upon pcopfe to 
arm againft foreign invaders and domeftic enemies, took flat 
handbill as their text, commenting upon it, adopting their icfo- 
lution, and arming themfelves ? 

A. Yes, againft foreign invaders and domeftic enemies, 

J^. Your reafon for doing this was, that you were afraid of 
illegal force being ufed againft you, as had been done at Mai** ' 
chefter and at Birmingham. Did you apply to any magiftratc fof 
prote£lion ? 

A' It was needlefs till the injury was done. 

^ Give me the fafts firft, and the comment afterwards. Vli 
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u apply, to any maglftrate, informing him, that you, whowrei 
aceable perfons, had been threatened with attacks, and wantej 
e prote£Uon of the civil power ? 
A. No ; why fhould we till we were attacked. 
^ I am not capably of arguing with you j I fay that unaf- 
Ssdly. Did yoi^ apply to any magiftrate, infonning him, that 
ly peaceable perfons had been threatened with attacks, an^ 
anted the proteftion of the civil powe^ ? 
A. No, not to my knowledge, 
J^. But, on the contrary, you publiflaed refolution$ for arming ? 

A To that purpofe, couched in their words. 

J^. You had no intention at all of altering the Government^ 
ut of applying to the Houfe of Commons to redrefs the grievaiK 
e% under which the people fuiFered ? 

4, I always underftood it in that light. 

^. How early was it that you came to refolutions in your S0-5 
iety to petition the Houfe of Commons no more; for that 
l^efe 558 perfons were too fine Gentlemen for you \ and you 
rae not ufed to the courtly language that would fuit their ears \ 

A. Thefe were drawn up by Gale and Yorke, and therefore 
ley were winked at out of complaifance to them. 

^. And you, who were too rough for the Houfe of Commons, 
^re courtly enough to pafs thefe refolutions which were pro- 
pofedby Yorke and Gale, two of the aftive members of the So-, 
:iety— You fay the Society winked at them ? *^' A 

A, I fuppofe they did, knowing them to be of fuperior knoWi^ 
edge. ^ 

^. However, pafs them you did ? 

A. Yes, believing them to be of fuperior knowledge to our- 
elves. 

J^ The next ftep was to form a Convention, and by the de- 
cgates to procure a full, fair, and equal reprefeotation by means 
tf the Convention ? 

A, There wras then at that very time a petition to the King. 

j^ About the Slave-trade f 

A, Yes, and about a Reform too. 

^. Whether this was a part of thefe jclblutions which paffed 

upon 
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upon the fubjefl of arming — « That the landing of HeiSan troopi 
<* in this country, a ferocious and unprincipled horde of butdiei%. 
^ without confent of Parliament, has a fufpicious and alarming 
^ appearance, is contrary to the fpirit of our conftitadoiii lod 
^ deferving of the marked indignation of every £ngliihman%> 
Was that one of the refolutions that you pafTed at the time dt 
adopting die refolution about the handbill? 

A That was paffed when the lefture was read. 

J^. Was that long after the handbill? 

jf. No; long before. 

^ <^ That it i^ high time to be upon our guard, fince tiidB 
^ armed monfters may in a moment be let loofe upon ua, and 
* particularly as the ere6lion of barracks throughout dieldngdom 
^ may only have been an introdu£i;ory meafure to die filling diem 
^ with foreign mercenaries" — ^Was that one of (he refclutioBi 
you pafled long before the handbill ? 

j1. Some time before ; I do not know exai&ly how long.l 

J^ Be fo good as to tell me, as you were to arm at ShcffidJ, 
very properly as I agree with you, for die fake of preventing at- 
tacks upon you, whether you communicated to any odier parts 
of the kingdom the fort of inftruments with which you meanC \f> 
arm yourfdves, and your plan of arming ? 

A I never did j and I don*t know whether any body elfe did 
or no. 

^ Do you mean to fay, that you do not now know diat your 
Society communicated plans for arming, the mode of procuring 
the inftruments, and the models of the weapons ? 

J. I never knew a fyllable of that till I vms informed of it 
before the Privy Council. 

^ Then if Davifon, in the name of die Society, fentany 
fuch letter to London, you was not in diat fecret ? 

jf. I was not 

^. You know Davifon very well ? 

J. Yes, I knew him fomelitde time. 

^. He was a member of the Society ? 

A Yes, I fuppofe he was. 

^. You have toH me, dicrc wai no man at Sheffield «"*• 

I CDOUgl* 
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vttgh to Aiatk of altei4ng tiie Goyemment by force at all — ^Do 

n include Davifon in the nuBober ? 

jL Wdlf but at the 6me time, tbere may be wicked mea 

long all bodies* 

^ Doubdefs there inajH-nDo you include Davifon in the 

wsixx of tbofe who you &y are not to be found in Sheffield, with 

ybad intention againft UsMajefty, or die government of the 

untry? 

A I will &y this, he did it without the knowledge of the So- 

rty^ and that he did it without my knowledge. 

J^ That is not an anfwer to my queftion. 

A I bave not a doubt of diat beir^ proved; but how can I 

eric to it when I cKdnot know it ? 

JUK Attorney GauraL While we wait for the next witnefs, 

K will read diat part of die pi^r called the Faft Day, as ob- 

Ted at Sheffield, wiiidi relates to the landing the Heffian troops 

This was in die year 1794. 



Vm f$Oawing £^taif9 wen read f rem a printed Pamphlety 
Utbd, 

« FAST PAY, as ohferved at SHEFFIELD. 

/Seriovs Lectuhe, delivered at Sheffield, Feb. 7&tb^ 

* 17^94, being the Day app^inied for a General Fast : to 
^ which are added a Hymn, and Resolutions. 

(From iherSeginning to Page 3. j 

« FAST DAY. 
A Royal Proclamation having been iffiud^ commanding Fehttc^ 
** eery the aSthj 1794, to be obferved as a General Fafiy the 
^ Friends ^Peace and Reform, in Sheffield^ determined to 

* honour the Day in the m»ft diftinguijhed Manner* Accord^ 
^ ingly the THOUSANDS of that Town ajfembled upon a 
^^^husplain near Wefi^eet^ Backfieldsy where the Meet^ 

* tng was opened with Prayer', afier which a Serious Lec- 
^ Ttt^^fiuaAhtoih^Oc^afion^ was read with great Energy 



^ n the immenfe Concourfe (f People^ 'wba Ujlined in the mo^ 
** attentive Silence. A Hymn, prepared for ibis SoIemmtj{ 
f^ was then fung in full Chorus by the whole AJfembbf* ImU" 
« diately {after^ Willliam Camage being called to ih(^ 
'' Chair^ thefollimjing RefolutlQn$^fereunanimQufly pajfedj wii 
** the Meeting dijfolved in that orderly and peaceable Mamur^ 
f' which fo eminently dijfinguijbes tke patriotic Inhabitants tf 
^ Sheffield, 

^ A Serious Lecture, 
" In every age of the world, the caufe of truth has always met 
^ with its oppofers, whenever it chanced to clafli widi the in- 
f* terefts of a venal trit)e of KingSj Courtiers^ Prie^Sy and their 
♦' accomplices. By reading over the j&th chapter of I Kings, 
^^ we find that this was the c^e ; yet the Almighty was pleafed 
« by ai} aft of Omnipotent Power^ to overturn the malice ani 
f* wicked intentions of that infamous tyrant A^ab, and the Sa« 
^* tellites who furrounded him ; for, in the. prefcnce of them aK 
*f (though it made againft theipj Truth fhone forth with redou* 
^* bled fplcndour, and the very judgment which Elijah would 
<^ probably ha\re mgt with, h^d ^ot God hec© for hini, feD oo 
" thofe abominable Deceivers ofMc^nkind. I refer you to the 
<* chapter itfelf, and without further introdiiSion, I fhaU make a 
'^ few remarks on the events of that period, as it muft be obvious* 
^ to every ingenious mind, that there is a great fimilar^fy bc- 
** twixt the conduft of the rulers of that day, and thofe of the 
*' prefent: therefore it may be needful tobbferve, 

" Firft, Baal's priefts could not pofTiblv fi^ceed, becaufe he 
" to whom they prayed could not help them. Baal, being a 
*' name given to an Heathen God, who had no exiftence except 
^} in the imagination of his devotees. And 2dly, They had a bad 
^' caufe in hand, therefore, were not Jikely to prevail ; no mo- 
*' tives to induce them but pride ; np appetites to ferve, but what 
« were fenfual and devilifh, fo that if they had oiFered facrifice 
^' to the true God, in a bad caufe, they would not have obtained 
f^ thwr end — for ' the ears of the Lord are not open to the cries 
<^ of the foolifh, but unto the wifie, ■ ■ ' ' - •'^ . » • 

^^ It is in this point of light, I yitviy with' concern, 4 ccmbina- 

« tioa 
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^ don bf Kings apparently leagued agaihft the caufe of Freedom i 
« a combination which! believe to be odious in the fight of 
* Heaven, although for its fupport we are commanded a fecond 
^ time from the Throne, not ot God, to faft and pray for th^ 
•* fucceis of our arms over our brethren, who are ftruggling for 
•* every thing that is dear to Man, and which is the will of Gocf 
«* he ihould be poffeffed of-— Liberty, civile poiitica/j and rr- 
^ ligious* Life without (hem is a burden." 



(Page II, Resolutions, tfr.) 
« RESOLUTIONS. 
^ Resolved unanimously, 

*^ I. That War, the wretched artifice of Courts, is a Syfteni 
^ of Rapine and Blood, unworthy of rational beings, and utterly 
^ repugnant to the mild and benevolent principles of the Chriftiaa 
^ Religion. 

" 2. That if the prefent war, be a war of Combined Kings 
" ag^nft the people of France, to overthrow that Liberty whiclv 
^ they are ftruggling to eftablifli, it is, in oui- opinion, a war of 
" the moft diabolical kind. 

*' 3. That when public Fafts and Humiliations are ordered 
^ with the fame breath, which commands the fhedding of oceans 
" of Human Blood — ^however they may anfwer the purpofes of 
** State Policy — they are folemn proftitutions of Religion. 

« 4. That the landing of Heffian troops in this country (a fe- 
*' rocious and unprincipled horde of Butchers) without confent 
*' of Parliament, has a fufpicious and alarming appearance, is 
" contrary to the fpirit of our Conftitution, and deferving of the 
•* marked indignation of every Englifhman. 

** 5. That it is high time to be upon our Guards fmce thefe 
" armed monfters may in a moment be let loofe upon us; parti- 
** cularly, as the ereftion of barracks throughout the kingdom 
" may only have been an introdudtory meafure to the filling them 
^ with Foreign Mercenaries. 

" 6. That tiie high and free-born minds of Britons, revolt at 

"die 
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^ theuleaoffudiaSIivifliSyftefD, aodcauiiiotlieib&rfiialali 
*^ as tx> kifs the hand which would chsun them to its wilL 

^^ 7» That Peace and Libertj are die ofispring of HftfOD) id 
"^ that Life widiout them is a burden. 

*^ 8. That the Thanks of this Meeting are doe to Earl Slui:» 
^ hope^ for his Motixm and fptrited Spesck for acknowladl^ 
^ the French Republic, and reftoring Peon to our Mnfid 
^ country; for his Moticxis and able Speech in behalf of th 
*' perfecuted and fufFering patriots, MeflSrs. Muir, Palmer, Skir- 
*^ ving> and Margarot, in which he nobly ftood alone; and aUb 
*^ for the whole of his truly animated and benevolent exertions ia 
^ fupport of the injured Rights rfthi Paple. 

" 9* The Thanks of this Meeting are alfo due to Mr. Stei* 
^ dan, for his nervous and eloquent Speeches in the caufeof iiw 
^ jured Patriotifm, and in fupport of the Conftitution; and aUb 
•^ to every other Member of Parliament who has nobly ftood 
^ ^rward at this important crifis, in fupport of the Codftituti* 
*^ onal Liberties of Englilhmen. 

'^ 10. That if any thing had been neceflary to have convinced 
^ us of the total inefficacy of argument againft a Minifterial Ma* 
** jority, die decifions which have lately taken place in Parliai' 
*' nicnt, would have fully confirmed our opinion. 

^ lu That therefore the People have no remedy for Acir 
« grievances, but a REFORM IN PARLIAMENT— a mea. 
« fure which we determine never to relinquifh, though we fiJlow 
^ our Brethren in the fame Glorious Caufe to Botanj. Baj. 

^ W. CAMAGE> Chairman." 



« LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 
« UNITED FOR A REFORM in PARLIAMENT., 

,** Committee Rooffii March 20, lygf 

^ RESOLVED, That the Society approve the fentiments con- 

« tained in die Serious Ledure delivered to the CONSTITU- 

^ TIONAL SOCIETY at SHEFFIELD, on the 28th d 

^ laft month — and earneftly recommend it to the peru&l^f 

K all 
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,«an whp.tWiik aVIL and RELIGIOUS LIBERTY a 

: « Rdblved, That the Commanding a General FaJI for ^ 
^ purpofe of imploring the Divine Father of Mercy and Peace to 
,« iiipport and profper us in the horrid aSf of deliberately dejiroy- 
^i^ our feUow-creatureS) is repugnant to the true fpirit and 
' principles of Chriftianity, where we are commanded to pray 

* for our enemies^ &c. And further confidering, that a great 

* put of the PEOPLE are unacquainted with the nature of the 

* fre(ent WAR, eidier as to its juftice or mcejpty (every en- 

* deavour being ufed to keep them ignorant of the real priiKi- 

* [des and deiign for which it was commenced) to approach and 
.^ tofupplicate the Omniscient Powbr, under fuch circum* 
5 ftances, and for fuch a purpoie, muft indeed be dreadful, fince 

* knowledge and convidion are wanting— «The w»rfi than hy^ 

* pocritical hearts of thofe who are the jlutbors of fuch a mea- 
5 iut\ although they at prefent impofe upon the ignorant and 
" credulous, by fuch deteftable, fuch pretended (how of dev6>» 

* tioii, cannot eicape the chaftifement of that PiwtTj whom they 
*^ tbu» iniult, and from whole judgment there is no appeal. 

« T. HARDY, Secretary.^' 



u SOCIETy F<» CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION. 

" March 21^, 1794- 
« RESOLVED, That the Secretary of tWs Society be direded 

* to write to the FRIENDS OF PEACE AND REFORM, 

• AT SHEFFIELD ; and to affure them, that this Society 
** view? widi [^fure, their fteady exertions to obtain a fair Re« 
^ ptfentirion of the PEOPLE of Great-Britain in Parliament; 
*^ and die proper methods which they have taken to employ ufe^' 
^ fully dx>fe days which maybe appointed for Public Fafts. 

« D. ADAMS, Secretary/* 



Henry Alexander (fwom.) 
Examined by Afr^ Wood. 
j^ Was you a member of the London Correfpoodfa^ Society ? 

A» Yes. 

^ §1. How 



m 



( ^24 ) 

j^. How longlHt fincc you firft bcdmic a member^ 

j/. It was the latter end of the year 1793— I do not kndw^ 
week. 

J^. What divifion was you ? 

jf. Divifion 29. 

^ Did you meet at Robinfon^s Coffee-boiife, Shire-hoe f 

jf. Yes. 

j^ How many might your divifion conlift df ? 

J. I think I was the twenty-fifai member when I went in; 

^ Did you kitow Mr. Yorke ? 

jf. Yes, by fight. 

^ Was he a member of the Correfponding Society ? 

yf. He became a member while I was there. 

^ Do you remember his being with you the latter end of dtt 
year 1793, at Robinfon's CofFee-houfe i 

J. Yes. 

^ What number of people might there be aflembled at Aat 
time? 

A. I fuppofe between 60 and 100 — the room was quite fiilL 

^ Did Mr. Yorke tell you whether he was going to leave 
you, or not ? 

J. On the laft night that he was at the Society, he took leave ' 
of them by a long fpeech — He faid he was going to Bcl-gi-umr* 
Bel-gi-na. 

^ Did he fay for what purpofe he was going there ? 

J. Yes ; that he was going to head the French army, ani 
fhould be back by Chriftmas; that he had received a letter 'from 
a friend of his in Rel-gi-um, where they were going ; that thcf 
would be ripe by Chriftmas — he was going at the head of them. 

.^. Ripe for what ? 

A. For a revolution. 

.^ Did he fay whether he meant to return into England again? 

A. He did. 

^ What more did he fay? 

jf. He faid he was in hopes he fhould come at the head w 
them to England. 

One of the Jury, Where was he to come to ? 

. 4 /To 
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A. To London. 

^. Yoii fay he made a long Q)eech upon his taking leave ? 
4. Yes. 

^ .What did he fay to you irt that fpeech-*-lhe fubftance of it ? 
d. The fubftance of it was as I informed you before — that 
had received a letter to go over ; diat he bad an offer of being 
member erf the National Convention in France; and that 
was in hopes he fhould have the pleafure of coming hejre ei- 
£r by Chriftmas, or the beginning of the year, at* the head of 
em ; and that he (hould fee them all ready to join him; and that 
: was in hopes that Mr. Pitt, with the different minifters he 
entioned, and the King's head, would be upon Temple-bar. 
Lf^rd Chief Jujiice Eyre, That who would join them ? 
/. That the Society would. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre, Whofe heads upon Temple-bar ? 
A, Mr. Pitt's he mentioned, the Minifters', and the King's. 
Mr. Wood, RecoUecSl as much more of the fpeedi as you can. 
One of the Jury, Did you mention the time nviien this meeting 
ok place ? 

vf. It was the 5th of November, 1793. 
Mr. Wood. Did he fay any thing to you about the King and 
ueen of France ? 

A, Yes, he did— he made fome obfervations upon them, but I 
imot rcColle<9: the words now* 
i^. But the fubftance of it ? 

A, The fubfliance of it was, that it was what diey had defervjj 
t— that they had met with their defert* 
^ Did he fay any thing about war ? 
/. I do not recoUeft that he did. 
J^ Did he fay any thing about the Sans Culottes ? 
A He did make mention of the Sans Culottes ; that they were 
(et of brave fellows — He (aid a deal about them, that tfaey were 
fel of brave fellows. 

^ Do not you recolleft what he faid befides \ 
A. I do not. 

J^. Did he fay any thing to you about arms ? 
iLHedid. • 
Yot.IL Q, ^VIVcM^ 



^ What did he fay about arms ? 

J. He faid thlt he was in hopes when he came^ he fboiM ini 
them all ready to join him^ and that when the point came that he 
hoped they woiild'not be afraid^ and fpring or (hrink from y/M 
they pretended to bej he &idy it was impoflible to da any thing 
without fome bloodihed^ 

One of the Jury. Who did you mean by the they ? 

A. The foGiety \ he was ^>eaking ta the fi>ciety» 

Mr. Wood. What did he iay about bloodfhed \ 

A. He faid, that there would be nO> good done without ibiae 
bloodfhed^ 

^ Did he &y any thing to you about Sheffield, .^ the peopk 
at Sheffield ? 

A. He (aidy that there was a (et of brave men there, 

S^ Did he tell you in what they were brave ? 

A. I eannoc fay that he did« 

^ What more did he fay about the Sheffield men^ 

yf« I do not reedkdr 

^. Where was the blood to be fhed ? 

A. He did not fay. 

j^ Did bs (ay any thing about bread and cfaeefe^. da pt 
recollect ? 

A. Na; there was &ich a thing mentioned in the Ibdety one 
night before ; there was a perfon came in from Sheffididi and 
faid that they had pikes made at Sheffield at fixpence a-piece; 
there \(Fas ahother made anfwer in the room^ who he WM I did 
not know, nofc him from Sheffield > he &id it woidd be goodfiVF 
them to have the {ame^ it would only be living iq)on bread tod 
cheefe for one day \ Mr, Yorke was not there &en« 

^ Was it the fame night f 

A. No, it might be two or three nights before.^ 
\ ^ How was Mrr Yorke's fpeech received among you ? 

A. Quite unanimous ^ when he got up we all got up aaJ 
ihook hands with him> all rofe and {hook hands wkb him lAeo 
he got up and left the room. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Did you fee Mr. Yorke MD^motti 

A. I faw him no more after that* 
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J^{r. Wood. Do you know where he wwit? 
* jf. I did not 

^. Did you continue in the fixriety after that ttSght, or leave kt 

J. I went after that to Mn Dundas*s office^ and likewifcto 
my Lord-Mayor, who is fitting *ere:— No, kwas Sir James 
Sanderfon. 

J^ Have you feen'any other hills like that (Jbiwing 9ne U the 
wtnefs) ? 

^ Did you fee that before ? 

jf. Na 

J^ Why did you go to my Lord-Mayor ? 

A Becaufe I thought it v^ras proper that Government (hould 
be let into the light of what they were jproceeding ^pon ; imme« 
diately as I found out what they were I gave informadon. 

^ What had you apprehended them to be at the firft f 

A. At the firft I was afked to go to the fcciety — ^I did not 
know what they were; as foon as I got in, SmiA was ddegs^e; 
the perfon with me was a friend of Sniidi**; they aiked me to 
be made a member — ^I agreed ; I did not know what it wa9| I 
gave thirteen-pence, and they gave me a ticket, 

^ Where is it ? . 

A. I gave it to Mr, Dundaift's Secretary. 

J^ How long was it before that ? 

A I think I was fevrm times diere. 

Henry Alexander \ 
Crofs-examined by Mr, Erjlum$f 
■ ^ What are yottf 

A. A linen-drapcTv 

^ Where do you live ? 

A. At the Rofe^ in ifie Fleet-Jiuulcec } I rdi4e there Atprefcnt. 

^ At ^at time ^ the year was it that you ficft wtnt with 
your friend to this fociety ? 

A. Towards the latter end of die year 1793. 

*J^ Dtdyoii goforthep«r^4Qftoiii|gaaiimlierf 

4tll 4id iM> thMijgh I beoMtte 0M> 
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^ For what puf}K>fe did you go ? 

A Iwentfortfae purpofeof gmngtoadub; my acquaintanca 
dkedme if I would go to a ibciety with him, and I went. 

^ Who is this friend i 

A. His name is Whitdiorn. 

^ You went there perhaps from curiofity ? 

v/. Nothing dfe. 

^. Was Mr. Yorke there Aat nijght ? 

A. He was not. 

^ Who might be there that firft night \ 

A. Some that were there as delegates ; Afhley was dieit, airf 
Baxter was there; diefe are all I know by name, except 
Wbitehorn, 

^ What day of the mondi was it ? 

A. I cannot lay. 

^. What day of the week was it? 

A. OfaTucfilay. 

^ In what mondi ? 

A. I cannot by the month. 

^ Try? 

A. I cannot. 

i^ Did you hear any thing that ofTended you that nig^t \ 

A. No, nothing at all. 

^ How long did they fit ? 

A. 'Till twelve — 'till near one o'clock* 

^ What did they converfe about ? 

A. They had papers* 

J^. Were diey read ? 

A. I think Mr. Smith had fome pamphlet diat night tA^ be 
read \ he generally brought papers of fome kind. 

J^. Then you heard it read ? 
. A, Yes ; there was fomediing read that n^ht. 
. ^ Did you become a member that night \ 

A. Yes. 

^ After you had heard that read ? 

A. Therewas nothing read tiU after I was admitted a member* 

^. Then you was fuddiKily converted into a membtrj jfoA 
t. . went 
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8wint diere out of mere curiofity, with no defign of becoming a 
member, and at once, when S^iitfa flarted up, you became a 
member? 

jf. He afked Whitehorn. 

^ And Whitehom went from curiofity f 

A. No, he belonged to them before, to a fociety in Holborn, 
which I did not know till afterwards. 

^ When did you go next time ? 

A. I mifled two or three nights. 

^. You fay you attended feven meetings ? 

A. I diink I attended feven times. 

J^. Was Yorke there die fecond time ? 

A. No. 

^. Who was there Ae fecond time ? 

j/. I do not recoUeft — Smith was there. 

j^. Did not you become acquainted with' die people who 
were there, by converfing widi Aem ? 

A. No i I converfed with A&ley, I fpoke^ to him two or 
Aree times. 

^. You became a member, bccaufe you wifhed to propagate 
dieir opinions and do£hines ? 

A. Notat^l. 

^ Then in plain Englifh you went there as a (pyj did 
you not? 

A. When I went I did not know what it vras. 

J^ When you became a member, did not you become a 
member for the purpofe of informing ? 

A. After I knew what they were I did. 
'• S^ Had you had any opinions upon die fubjed of a Reform \ 
did you wifli a Reform of Parliament ? 

A. I did not. 

' j^ Then why did you become a member if you did not wiih 
for a Reform in Parliament, but for the purpofe of being a (py ? 

A^ When I became a member I did not know what diey 
were. 

J^ Did you not know they were a fociety for Parliamentary 
Refonn? 

0,3 AX^SV 



: J.Yes. 

^ You (ay you did not wiih a Parliamentary Re£arm ? 
A I fcarce knew what they meant by it when they read it 
over. 

^ Did you wiih a Parliapientary Reform when you became 
a member^ when you heard that paper read the firft night. Now 
mind ; did you wiih a Parliamentary Reform, or any alteration 
in the Houfe of Commons, or in the governmwit any way :— 
Upon your oath (look acrofs to the ^«ryj«-15id yoi% upon your 
oath, when you became a member of. that Society, 'W^Qi and 
defire to have any alteration in any part of <iie govemmefit— You 
need not look at me, I ihail hear it well enough } why do you 
hefitate— come, cough jt up, anfwer me that upon your oadii 
are you acquainted with Mr. Di4nn,;of Manchefter I 
A. Np. 

^ I ihould )iave thought you was ? 

LordChiefJuJiiceEyre^ WhydonotyQuaofwoflhcqueftiOA? 
^. I do not underftand yott« 

Mr, Erjkine. I am forry for it j I believe you are theoply one 
. in court th?t does not : I ^ill put it again to you, becwfe I wiih 
to be civil to you. Did you wiih a Parliamentary Refcumy or any 
alteration in the government, when you became a mcmbf^r of 
that fociety ? 
tj. \ never wifhed any thing of the kind. 
^. Then, upon your oath, why did you become, a member of 
J a fociety for Parlis^mentary Reform, if you wiihed notfaing of 
the kind I 

A, The re^fon of my becoming a member, was,, when I went 
^ }n, as I faid before. Smith aiked Whitehom if I woyuld not be 
made a member; he faid no, I had better not to-night i but 
Smith urged him, and faid make him a member j then one got 
vp and read a paper, 1 heard him read ibme^ng» but I did not 
underiland what he read till after I g;pt the paper from him ^ 
- ihey gave me afterwards what they read over, and the tick^ 

^. Then you read it ? 
• A. Idpnotlpiqwlreaditttiatnigbt. 

^ Did you read it before you went there again ? 
V . 5 . ^,Ye<i 
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-St Yes, I dia. 

^ Then flnce you took die ps^er read in the iociety home 
with you, and read it in the interval between the firft time and 
the fecond time of your going there, you muft approve of it 
before you went a fecond time i 

A» I didnoL 

^ You thought there was danger in it ? 

A. I read it to two or three of my friends j they were of the 
frme opinion as myfel£ 

^. What is become of the paper? 

Jt, I left it. al: Mn Dundas's office. 

^. Then you went of courfe, tfie fecond time, for the purpoie 
of becoming an infonner ? 

A. I did ; I went to fee what they were upon ? 

J^. Between the firft and fecond time you went to that fociety, 
or before you went to it at ;ill, had you been defired by any body 
1^ fg^ for ^t purpofe \ ' 

A* I had not 

j^ Then you went of your own mere motion, becaufe you 
vnflied to be ferviceable to the public by going dierp ? 

A* The fecond time I did* 

^. When you w^ there you pretended to be a friend, no 
doubt, and to approve of what was going on \ 

A. I did 

J^ Whereas in feft you were a fpy ? 

A» So I proved at laft, 

J^ You went the fecondtime in order to be one f 

A. I went in order to fee wh^ their plan was — what the real 
grounds of it were^ 

^. Did you take down any minutes on paper ? 

A, They would not fuffer it, 
.: il^ You went s^n a diird time ? 

A. I did 

^ Was it then that Yorke trfked of the^pikes ? 

A. No, 

^ They met weekly, did not they ? 

^» £veiyweek« , ^ 

a4 ^ Thai 
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J>. That would extend to near two monthJ.} tien ofdmte 
you can tell us what month it was io ? ;....;:-.. 

J, The month I went I cannot fay> . . . 

^. How long agoi wa^ it in 1793 or 1794 ? 

J. In 1793. . V . 

i^. Was it winter or fummer ? .... 

jf. Towards the latter end of the year, 
, J^. How long before Chriftmas, think you.? .... 

J. I camiot fay that i I recolle<Sl the day when Ybrkc made 
his fpeech, I attended twice after I had been with Mn Dund>$? 

^ Should you know the perfons if you iawthem> that attended 
at this meeting at the end of this year ? ■ . . ' 

uf^ I cannot fay — I fhould know Afliley. 

^ If you faw the countenances of the £une people duit yoa 
faw in that room ? 

ji. I dp not knovf-T-rl could not fwear to them* : . 

J^. Were they generally the fame people, or diiFcrcnt peojJft? 

J. Different people j they came from different divifion?* 

^ Hov/ many people do yqu me^ to fwear were in the room 
that rpfe up ^d ihook hands with Mr, Yorke> when he ibtfod 
what you have told the Jury about bloodihed and about 9tmB i 
, J. To lay cx,zQ\y I cannot remember ; there: might be in the 
room upwards of fijcty, or between that and ^n hundrc4i .the 
room was as full as it could hold, . . 

^ I have almpft forgot tlie ii^me.Qf the.pl^ge ? . . 

jf. A coffce-houfe in Shirc-lane, 

J^. Then they all ihook Ipnds wi^ Mf« Yorke^ ioappbtt(e 
^arid approbation of what he faid ? .... 

J. Yes, they did when he got up to quit |he ropkn* 

^ Was that when he was going to Bel-gi'^^m? 

J. Yes. . ^ 

j^. Was that the word .he co^^e.ufe of, that- h» wstd goiqg toi 
Bcl-gi-u.n ? 

J. Yes— -B^-gi-am or Bel*gi-um. 

^. Had you heard of that place before ? 

J. No, nor did not k^w.what itw^. 

^ And he faid he was gping to head the frcaob w^jl . 
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A. Yes, he was going to Bel*gi*uin to head the French army, 
and (hould be back by Chriftmas ; that he had received a letter 
Erom a friend of his in Bel'-gi-um, that they would be ripe by 
Chriftmas. 

^ You did this, no doubt, as a lover of pur country merely? 

v/. Nothing elfe. 

J^. Nothing elfe but djat? 

A. No other reafon* 

^ Then you went voluntarily, without ever being employed 
by any body, or defired by any body ? 

A, There were three of my friends I mentioned it to, who 
thought I ihould do right, they faid, in giving the information. ; 

^ Who are they ? 
. A, One, his name is Brou^hton, another is a -vridow lady, 
Mrs. Graflwood, and Mr, Brjrant. 

^ How long have you been in bufinefs for your&lf ? 

A i am not in bufinefs for myfelf. 

^ What are you then ? 

A' A linen-draper by inrofeflion. . ?. 

. ^. But not for yourfelf ? 

A. No, . 

J^. Who do you live with ? 

y/f I am not in a fituation at prefent. 

i^ You are in a v^y Angular fityation, I think ; what do 
you mean by not being in a fituation ? 

A* Not in employment. 

. J^ How long is it fince you was ii; employment I 

A. In May laft. 

J§. Where did you live ? 

A In Moorfidds. 

^ Where there? 
: A. At Mr. Kcllerby% No. 14, Fin(bur}vPlace. 

§^ He is a linen-draper, I fuppofe ? 

A He was then — ^he has fmce let his fhop to another ; he 
(Tarries on the tayloring bufinefs. 

i^ HowJong did you Jive with Mr. Kellqrby ? 

4* Five month?, 
K ^ Whea 
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• ^ When wis it you went to him ? 

A. I lefthim inMay-^I went to him in December! 

^ You came to him in December ? 

A' In December* 
. ^ You came to him as a fiiopmah, did you? 

A. Yes. 

j^. Where did you live before that ? 

A» At Mr, Faulder's, a linen-draper, on Holbom^brid^ 

Sli Did ybii live long there ? .^ 

A. I lived there almoft two years, 

J^. Sinice you laft left this Mr. Kellerby, have youi been ap- 
plying for any other bufinefc f . 

A. Yes, 

^ What fort erf bufmefi ? {h$k acr^fs is the Jury) 

A. For the fame, 

^ It is a long time in this town, where there is fo much linen 
and callico, to be out of bufmefs ; who have you -i^i^lied to^ 
during that time, to be employed ? • 

A. I have applied to different people, 

j^ To whom? 

A, To Twyman and James, in Holborn, 

^ Who elfe ? 

A. I applied to another perfon who has juft opened fliopi he ' 
was going to openibop, Mr, Marley, in Flolhprn, with him I 
agreed to live. No, 320, feeing Gray's-inUTgate, 

^ How happened it you left him ? 

A* Becaufe J-was obligated to attend here, 

^. Then you have loft your bufmefs by attending here ? 

A. I have, 

^, Then you are a good patriot, indeed !, fo.that from a txA 
for the truth, and in order to prove that which you have becq 
proving, you broke off your agreement with this Mr. Marley f 

A. Yes. 

^. What was he to give you a year ? 

A, Twent}'-five pounds. 

J^. How long ago is it fmce.you entered into dusffigageDoent 
with him ? . . 

A Some 
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'A. Some tune before he opened ihop. 

^ You know, I do not know when he opened Ibop^ when 
was that ? 

Jl. On die twcnty-fecond of laft month, I thinL 

^. How long was it before he opened ihop, that you entered 
into this agreement with him ? 

A. I cannot isLj. 

^ A day or two days ? 

A. A confiderable time before, 

J^ How long? 

A I believe the latter end of July, or the beginning of Auguft. 

Jgj So you entered into an agreement with him ; when did 
you go to tell him that you. couid not go on with this agreement i 

A. I told him. 

^ How long ago ? 

A. I told him the day after I had the fubpoena that I mufb 
}eave him. 

J^ How long ago is it that, you had the fubpoena i 

A I had the Aibpdena laft Tuefday fortnight.. 

^ Who fubpoena'd you ? 

A. Mr. Wood 

^ Was you told it was neceilary that you fhould give up 
your employm^t for that ? 

AHo. r 

j^ Did you afk, whether they would allow you to continue 
with diis linen-draper, and give you notice when you ihould be 
yraaxtedi 

A. I did not, 

^ Did you apply to the Solicitor of the Treafury, or any 
body engaged in this profecution, to tell them that you had 
entered into fuch an engagement i 

A No. 

ig. So you gave up you employment voluntarily, becaufe you 
fTas wanted here at the Old-Bailey, fojjr half an hour ? 

A. Yes, for no other ;:eafon. 

S* pid you afk M^ Marle^ vvhetbcr he would confent t9 

take 
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take you as his (hopman, and allow you to come here for tbe 
purpofc of giving evidence ? 

J. No. 

^ Had you an idea that Mr. Marley would have re&fed to 
permit you to obey the King's writ, by coming to give evidence 
here ? 

A. For that continuance of time that I expected it would be. 

^. Where is Mr. Marley's {hop ? 

jt. In Holborn. 

^ So you mean to fwear, that having entered into an engage- 
ment with Mr. Marley, to receive 25I. a year, you put yourielf 
"out of employ without ever afking him, whether your attendance 
here was confiftent with his employment,, or afking the Soliettor 
of the Treafury, whether he would give you no^ce urtien you 
would be wanted to give evidence ? 

y/. Yes, I only left him laft Friday. 

^ What reafon did you give him ? , 

A I faid I was going out of town. 

^ Then you do not fpcak the truth, I iyippoSc^ unlefi nko 
you are upon oath ? 

jf. Yes, I do. 

^ Why then did you tell him you was going out of tovn? 

A Becaufe I expedted to be fent for to Sheffield alH>ut Yocke, 

j^. How could you expert it when you knew that this trial 
was coming on, and you was fubpoened here ? 

J, I expected to go after, as foon as this was over, 

^ What made you fuppofe you fhould be called to go dodw 
to Sheffield as foon as this trial was over ? 

J, I only furmifed that in my own imagination^ 

^ Had any body told you you was to be emplo)^d upon that 
bufinefs, after you had been here upon this job ? 

A. No. 

^ Then what made you think you was to go down to SW- 

field after Mr. Yorke ?-: Look at the Jury, do not look b 

much at me, I have feen enough of you. 
A The reafon of my thinking fo was, I had been Infomed 

before, 
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before^ ^t he was expc&ed ta have been tried at the laft affizes 
at York, 

^ Who informed you fo ? 

J. Mr- Wood. 

J^. You told me a little while ago you did not know you was 
to go down; it was only a furmife of your own mind f 

A. Immediately after this was over. • 

^ You have not fought out for any employment fixxre, 
have you ? 

J, No. 

^ Where did you live before you lived with this Mr* 
Kclierby? 

A. At Mr. Faulder's, 

J^. Where before that ? 

A* In Cheapfide, with Mr. Smith. 

^ How long is that ago ? 

A. That is between four and five years ago. 

J^. How long did you live with Mr. Smith, in Cheapfide? 

A I was with him eighteen months, I believe. 

^ And left him five years ago ? 

A. I do not know tliat that is exactly the time-— I left him, 
and went in the country for eleven months. 

J^ For your health, I fuppofc ? 

A I went to fee my friends. 

^ Where do they live ? 

A. At Wafhford, near Salisbury, fix milesVrom Salifbufjr* 

■ J^ Who are your friends you went to fee there \ 

A. My aunt. 

^ What is her name? 

A, Alexander. 

^ How long did you ftay with her ? 

A. I was there eleven months. 

S^. Thsx. is eleven months out of five years, when you jpaid 
Jfouraffe^ionate refpe£ls to your aunt — What did you do when 
jou came back — Where did you go next ? 

A. To Mr. Marley's. 

j^ That cannot be^ you know^ &r diatis five ;peirg aga? 
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A I went from Smithes to Faul Jer*?. 

^ You know it is five years ago. 

A It is rather better than four, I believe. 

^ You lived eighteen months with Mr. Smith; youiftet 
to your aunt's, and ftaid eleven months; ^en you cffiK 
back, after having paid diis vifit, and and after you had Vk 
Smith, where did you live before you went to Faulder^s ? 

jf. I was with an aunt in Old Bedlam* 

i^. Another aunt? 

A Yes. 

^ Where is Old Bedlam? 

jf. On the other fide Moorfields* 

J^ Is her name Alexander ? 

jf. No, Simpfon. 

^ How long did you live with her ? 

jf. It is impoflible for me to fay exadly how long it Was# 

^ Did you live there up to the time ; for if you don't tS 
me that, I fliall afk you where you did live. Did you liven^A 
your aunt in Old Bedlam after you came out of the country up to 
the time you went to Faulder's ? — ^I do not want to hurry yoo. 

jf. I went to Smith's when I returned from the coimtry; from 
Smith's I went to my aunt's, in Old Bedlam, and was there till 
I went to Faulder's. 

^ I am thrown out quite ; you have changed &e whole tliing 
upon me at once — When you write your life you muft be afttk 
more, correft. I will juft take it down— How long is it ago 
fince you lived with Smith ? 

jf. Rather better than four years j but I cannot be certain* 

^ What did you leave Smith for ? 

jf. We had fome words. 

^ Had fome words — what might the words be, think yoo? . 

J. I do not know I am fure exaftly now; we had fome woifds, 
imd upon that account we parted. 

^ 'You hare an amazing good memory ; you have repeated I 
whole fpeech a man made at a meeting ; but you cannot remoa* 
ber the few words that paffed between you and your mafttf-* 
Now try 5 1 willfittlown and gfVe you iime. * " ' 

• - • Lift 



( ^39 ) 

JLord Chief Jujlice Eyre. Why don't you giVe an anlwer ? 

jt^ I cannpt recolleft the words, it is fo long ago. 

Mr. Erjkine. Then you do not remember the words. 

A* I do not 
. ,^ When you have words with a man, it means you had a 
quarrel — You know I did not a(k you what you faid to your 
mailer, and what he faid to you ; but what was the quarrel 
about — You muft have a ftrange memory for a witnefs — ^wha 
is to repeat a whole fpeech, if you do not remember for what you 
left your mafter — I wifli you would look at thofe Gentlemen;- 
they are very good-looking men. 

Mr* yfttorney^GeneraL Mr. Erfkine has faid repeatedly, that 
diis witne& had reprefented th^t he ftated the whole fpeech that 
Mr. Yorke made-*'I fay, that is not only not correft, but it is 
very far from correilnefs. 

Mr, Erjkine. I am exceedingly glad to be correcEled, and I 
ihall efteem it no interruption vdienever you do; becaufe I am 
fo ufed to this work that nothing can put me out—Do try and re- 
collet what was the nature of the quarrel between you and Mr. 
Smith. 

Lard 'Chief Jujiice Eyre, Do you recolleS, and if you do, 
iave you any objeSfon to telling us ? 
. .A No. 

Lerd Chief Jujiice Eyre. Then do you recoiled what yoit 
quarrelled with Mr. Smith about ? 

Mr. Erfkine. I am entitled to have the benefit of this Gende* 
Bian's deportment— If your Lordfhip will juft indulge me for. 
one moment. 

Lord Chief Jufiice Eyre. Give hirti feir play. 

Mr. Erjkine, He has certainly had fiur play— I wiih we had a^ 
jEiir play ; but that is not addrefled to the court. 

Mr. Attorney-General. But who do you mean ? 

Mr. Erfkine. I fay the prifoner has a right to iair play* 

Mr. Garrow, But you faid it was not laid to the Court. 

Mr. Erfkine. But I am not to be called to order by die Bat*-* 
Do you or do you not recolWS wha(was the cauiib of your q¥#u:- 
rel widi your maftfer I . ... •s:,. ... . . . . : . ^ 
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A. Some words that happened between the Qiopman ami me-^ 
We had words firft, and then my mafter and I had fome words oa 
account of it, and then we parted. 

^ What was the nature of the quarrel between yt;m and die 
fhopman, which led to the quarrel between you and your maflers 
becaufe now you fee you begin to recoiled it ? 

A. We had fome high word^ and he called me, I £ud I 
would not be put upon. 

^. People feldom begin to abufe one ianother widioul fome 
i^on. 

A. We had words-— I was hot as well as him, I foppofc— We 
called one another fools — ^I do not know whether we did not 
ftrike one another — ^He wanted to be head — ^I did I would not 
put up with it. 

^ Who was he? 

A. His name is Williams. 

^ What is his Chriftian name ? 

A. I do not recolleft- 

^. Do you know where he went to afterwards ? 

A. I do not. 

^. Have you ever feen Mr. Smith fince you parted from him? 

A. Yes, once. 

^. From Mr. Smith's did you go to your aunt — ^You told mc 
before that you had gone to your aunt's, and returned from near 
Salifbury to Mr. Smith's ? 

A. I went to Mr. Smith's after returning from Salifbury ; thai 
I went to my aunt's in Old Bethlem ; there I was till I went 
to Mr. Faulder's. 

^. You are fure it was in the latter end of the year I79i Aat 
jrou heard ^ this about pikes ? 

A. Yes. 

^ What did you hear at the diird meeting you went to ? 

A I cannot fay — ^I took no particular notice of any thing dot 
I heard but that night. 

^ How long did you ftay die third time ? 
- • A. Till between eleven and twdvc o'clock. 

^ At what tipie did yott go in the evening ? 

• ..: y. AW 
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yf. About eight — ^between eight and nine. 

^ Arid ftjtd till between eleven and twelve. 
v/. Yps. 

i^. Do you recolle£l,any thing faid that third night ? 

;/i. I wcm't pretend tp fay I do any jnightj except that time 
that Yorke made his fpeech ; that I can recolleil particularly-r- 
various things were read over at different times. 

^ What v^ere you doing between the hours of eight and 
twelve at night ? 

jf. Sitting thcre^they kept the books open, and they admit- 
ted members, till nine o'clock, I think it ^yas. 

i^ How maiiy members were admitted that night ? 
^ y/. I cannot fay* 

^ But there were fome mtembers admitted ? 

jf. I do not know whether any members were admitted that 
night — there was in general, of nights ; but the books were Jcept 
open for* admiflion of them till nine o'clock. 

^ But I take for granted, that a great deal muft be faid be- 
tween eight and nine, and eleven and twelve j becaufe you know 
you went there in order to inform ? 

jf. I went there to hear what they had to fay^ 

^ In order to inform, you l;»ve told us before— ^Then did 
you hear nothing at all ? 

j/, I took no particular notice of any thing. 

^ You went the fourth night — did you ? 

^. YeSi 

^ What^time in the evening did yoii g6 the fourth night ? 

jf, I fuppofe about the fame time^ 

^. And fince you went in order to coUeft information^ you 
ftaid, I fuppofe, till the party broke up. What was faid that 
night i 

A. I do not retolieft stny thing in particular; 

^. Notafyllable? 

A. I do not recoiled any thirig at alL 

^ What time did you go the fifth night? • 

A. About the fame time, I fuppofe. 

t^ And ftaid, of courfe, till it broke up ? 
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A. Yes. 

J^. Can you reet^Ieftnodiingdutptfied that fitti night f 

A. I can't recoiled^ to fay in particular what nighti they were 
^ think I &w Mr. Yorke three tioies there—he cane in vith 
another prrfen — he iaid they had been to Newgate to Mr. Fn^y 
and ^t he was to be pilloried the nesct day— 4ie fiud he had had 
ibme words with Mr. Kirby. 

J^ What did you hear iaid that night'by Yorke d>of|t die 
pikes? 

A. I never heard Yorke mendon about the i»k^ Aat I know 
of; it was a perfon in the room — ^I do not diink Yorice was thcfe 
the night the {Hkes were mentioned ; it was a perfon come in fitim 
Sheffield,, and faid, they could get pikes at fixpence a-pieccfrom 
Sheffield \ another £iid^ he diought it would do for them 9S well 
as for the people of Sheffield, and it was only liviiig iiptn bread 
and dieefe for one day. 

j^. So that is all diat you can iremember in aU the times thit 
you attended ? 

A^ I remember hearmg Yorke fpeak another time about Ac 
army's being defeated, and their having mopfticksto dc&iidFfOft 
while he was pilloriea. 

J^. Was this on thfe feventh night ? 

A. I cannot fay. . . 

Thtmas Whkeiom ((worn.) 
Examined by ^r. 5flWtfr. 

J^ Were you at any time a member of the Londps Cene* 
^nding Society i 

A. 1 was. 

^ At what time did you begin ta be a member ? 

A. The &me cvenii^ as the witnefe diatwas laft exaintsied. 

^ About what time of the year — the beginning} the injcUI^ 
CI the end ? 

A* Towards the latter end of the year» 

J^ What is your profeffion ? 

^. I am fhopmao to abookieUcCr 



J^. The firft time you was there was with the ]sfi: wimefs^ 
Alexander? 

^« It was. 
■ ^ Do you know how Alexander came to go there ? 

^ I belip^ we went t9gether» 

^ . Did Alexander proplofe it to you, or ypi^ tp Wpi ? 

jf. I can't fay ; but we )3oth went the faoie eveni^ I |)!dieye« 
- ^ Were you both admitted the (ame night i 

J. Yes. ' 

^ How long did you continue a m|;inber \ 
^ : ^ I belioye we p^d for a quarter that evenif^grr-I i||^ tberej 
|» d)ie beft pf my {uiowledge, about fpur or five tip^igs. 

^ Did ypi( fee Mr. Yorke there at any of the dcDues \ 

A. Only once, to the beft of my knowledge. 

j^ Ho^ long did you, continue a member af(er t|u: f^g^t you 
had feen Mr. Yorke there ? 
•, ,Ji. I w^s npt tl^ere abpve pnce qr twicf: aftfsr tbfit» 

^. Have you quitted the Society ? 
. ^. Yes. 
) J^ How came you to quit it ? 

^ I could not conveniently attend— rl I^ ^7 ^tua^9a — I did 
XK>t know any particular reafon. 

j^. You remember Mr. Yorke being Acre ? 

jt. I do particularly* 

^ lYere there kyf or many pepplp if^ t)ie rojun s^t d)^ (im^ i 

A There might ^e fronj forty to fixty people. 

^ Did Mr. Yorke come ii> as an Qr4iiiary mpn^ier, qr ^iftin* 
guifli himfelf in any way ? 

J. He came in a$ though ^e ]^ been there be6^p, find fepm* 
ft4 19 l^e very well known*. 

^ Pid ^ fay any thing ? 

J. He made a long fpeech ; I left him fpeaking, aiid do not 
jremembjer any part of ))is fpeech. 

^ Do you mean that there might be fprty people }fi\^en yc^ 
c^me in, or when you i^ei^t away ? 

j/f ^ each titi^e xljfis roqpf^ yvras neafiy fj4l« 

^. Though you do not remember the W9^ of .W§ fp^f^ 

R z perhaps 
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JcrhapS ycJu cart rcCoUeft enough to fay, whether it wa$ a tho^ 
derate or violent fpeech, or what the fubjeft of it was ? 

J. He feemed fpeaking very loud, but I was at die farther end 
of the room from him. 

^ Can't you take upon you to recoUefl:. even what the fub- 
ftance of his fpeech Was ? 

jf. No 5 not a fentence I could not fwear to. 

^ You was there die firft night that the other witnefs went 
with you ? 

jf. I believe it was die firft night. 
■ ^. Do you recoUeft, before you went out of the room, whe- 
ther any diing was faid about Yorkc, about his intentions of ci* 
ther being in one place or another, about going abroad, or being 
at home, or any thing of that kind ? 

A I underftood fomething that he was going abroad. 

^. From whom? 

jf. I believe he mentioned it in his fpeech ; I did not mind the 
particular words ; or whether I underftood it from any body dfe 
in the room, I am not certain ; but I underftood he was about 
quitting England. 

^ Who did you live with at the time you became a member 
of this Society ? 

J. The late Mr. William Owen, in Fleet-ftreet. 

^. Where did you go to after that ? 

jf. To Mr. Baxter's, a Bookfeller, No. 8i, in the Strand. 

^ Do you recoiled enough of the fpeech that was made by • 
Mr. Yorke on that night, to tell me what impreffion it made 
upon your mind at that time ? 

Mr. Erjkine. This cannot poffibly be evidence. 

Lord Chief yujiice Eyre. He is able to give no account at aH 
of it J and as to any impreffion upon his mind, certainly you can't 
afk him to that. 

Mr. Bower. Had you any converfation with Alexander alte^ 
wards about what had paffed there ? 

A. I faw him a morning or two after we were there ; I believe 
I might ajfk him how long he ftaid after I left the roomi or footf- 
thing to that purpofe ? 

J^. You 
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"ou fay you quitted the fociety foon after ? 

ery foon after; I believe I was not there above four 

Vhat was your reafon for quitting the Society ? 

ecaufe Heft the fituation I was in. 

[ad you no other reafon but that ? 

lodged at a different part of the town, and had not time 

a will to go. 

Vas your reafon entirely becaufe you had changed your 

1, or had you any other reafon beiides ? 

To ; if I had retained my fituation, I Ihould have gone 

oft likely. 

lave you always faid that that was your reafon ?— Recol- 

irfelf. 

do not know that I have (aid any thing about it ; it was a 

[ never thought to be queftioned on, and never troubled 

bout it. 

iVhat part of the room were you in—were you near 

o-ke? 

To, quite the reverfe. 

Chief Jujiice Eyre. How long have pu known Alex- 

ome months ; I cannot fay how long. 
Chief Jujiice Eyre. What was his fituation ? 

[e was in a linen-draper's fhop. 
Chief Jujiice Eyre. What fhop was hp m ? 

Vt the firft of my knowledge of him, at Fauldcr's, at 

a-Bridge. 

George Widdifon^ (fwom.) 
Examined by Mr. Bower. 

fou lived at Sheffield, I believe ? 

fes. 

iVhat is your bufinefs ? 

L Hair-Dreffer. 

iavc you any other employ ? 

R 3 if. A Turner; 
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A. A Turner. 

i^ Were you it any time a Member of die Conftitutional 
Society at Sheffield ? 

A. Yes. 

^. About what time did yoii beconle a Mfember ? 

A. I do not know exaftly ; it is about two years agoi or 
abov6 that. 

^. Were you at any time a delegate, at any divilidn dFtbt 
inefcting ? 

4 Yes. 

^. What divifion of thfe Sheffield meeting were you 4 dc- 
legate of? 

A. Wfc were notfeparated intodivifions at that tlmej wc were 
all united, and ufed to meet at different houfeS. 

^. Whfeh was the reparation made} how long dter yoube** 
tdnie a member j do you recoiled at what time you heomie \ 
delegate ? 

A, I cannot fay. 

^ How many members might there be at that tinic ? 

A. Some few hundreds, perhaps. 

^. Was the Fountain one of the houfes you met at ? 

A, Yes. 

^ Do you remember, at any time, being there at any meSting 
of the fociety ? 

A. Yes. 

J^. How many pcbfllc iiiight be there at the time ? 

A. Tb tiie beft of my recolle<?Honi thdt was die -firft tSric' I 
attended, and there was, perhaps, about two hundred. 

^ And that is about two years ago ? 

A, Better than two years. 

^ How long did you cox^tiniie a rhemfeer of diat focxcty ? 

A, About two years. 

J^ When you firft remember the fociety, where did thc^hoU 
their meetings at Sheffield ? 

A. At that houfe. 

SI. Do you know a perfoii of the name of Yorkc ? 

A. Yes. 

9,^ 
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2^ t>o^j(m kndw him b/anjr other nanaef 

^. I do not 

J^. When ^d you firft fee Mr« Yorke; about what time I 

A. About a twelve-month ago^ I believe* 

. J^ Where was it? 

A. I cannot tell tsa£&j the place I (aw him at; either at 
Mr. Gale's, or Mr* Marfhal's. 

^ Did }rou ever fee him, at any time after, at any of the 
meetings of the Conftitutional Society ? 

A. Yes; fcveraL 

j^ Do you recoiled at any time^ whether Mr. Yorke took 
an active part; who was Chairman ? 

A. He was generally Chairman when he was there. 
' ^ Was he often there ? 

A. I have feen him at d)out three dr four' different meetings. 

j^ Aboctt what time, as near as you can recoUec)^ did yw 
jbehim? 

A. I faw him at one meeting in Queen-ftreet. 

^ When was that ? 

A. Itwasnotlongafter the execution of die Kong of Fraiice* 
' ^ When did you fee him at any odier meeting I 

A. I faw him at another meeting, at the fign of the BarreL 

«^ How long was that meeuug, do you xecoUeS^ after the 
fbrmer? 

A. I cannot recolleft. 

J^ Do you recolle<£l any &lng particular ia Mr.Vodrke'e 
condud and fpeech^ when you faw him at the Barrel ? 

^ I do not recolle£l any thing particular in his fpeedii he 
appeared to me to be rather in liquor, at the time he was there. 

^ Do yoii temember feeing him^ at any time after tha^ at a 
fleeting in the open air ? 

A. Yes; I faw him at the meeting at the Caftle HilL 

J^. That wi^ about the begiquifif of November laft; «^wat 
Hoot? . 

A No I AprflL 

j^. What was done at diat meeting? 

R 4 A. TiMl 
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J, That was the meeting tht^t the pamphlet you have Bgen 
reading was proceeded upon. - ' 

^ Were you there when any delegate was eleSied ? 

jf, I have been there when there have been delegates deded, 

^ I mean a delegate to the Scotch Convention i 

A Oh y I was there. 

i^ When was that ? 

A I do not recoiled the timej I fuppofe it is a twelvct 
month ago nearly. ' 

^. Who was the delegate ? 

j/. Matthew Campbell Brown, 

^ What was he ? 

-//. He is an Attorney by profeflion, I believe, 

i^. Was he an Attorney at the time he was eleded ? 

J. Yes, he was ; but fome little time before that he ufed tq 
^£1 as a player. 

^ Did he go to Edinburgh in confequence of the appoinU 
ment of a delegate ? 

^. I believe he did. 

^ Did you fee Mr. Yorke, at any time in the prcfent year^ 
at Sheffield ? 

A Yes. 

^. In what month ? 

A. I think the firft time that I faw him was the latter end «f 
March, or beginning of April. 

^ Did you attend upon him ? 

A. I was employed as Hair-Dreffer to him, 

^ Where did he live at that time ? • 

A. At one Mr. Cawthome's. 

^ Had you an opportunity, when you were about Mr^ Yorke| 
to know what he was doing j whether writing any thing } or 
what he was about ? 

A. I do not know in particular what he was about. 

^ Did you learn, during the time you attended Mr. Yorkr 
there, whether any addrefs, or any thing was going forward Aat 
he had any fhare in ? 

A. I cannot 
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A* I canRot fay I dids I &w an addrefs afterwards that was 
faid to be wrote by him., 

^ Were ypu ever with Mr. Vorke, ^t ;^ly time when any 
thing was &id about arms ? 

A. Yes J I was.. 

^. What time '^as that j tell us the circumftances firft that 
Jiappened reipefting arms, when you have been with Mr. Yorke, 
^d fix the time when it was ? 

A, It was fome time in Apri}, I think, 

J^. In April ; — telj me what pafled in your prefence, at Mr, 
Yorke's, between Yorke and you, refpecSing arms ? 

A, I do not know particularly what paffed between him and 
me ; it was the general talk of the town, at the time the arms 
firft began making ; and Mr. Yorke and me had fpoken about it ; 
and other people lik^wife had been there fpeaking with him 
fibout it. . 

J!^ Who had been tliere fpeaking with Yorke about arms, 
when you haye been with him ? 

A. Not when I have been with him; but people that 
have been there with him^ \ haye heard them talking about 
fhem. 

^ Do you recolleft any particul^ people that ^ou hav^ 
J^eard talking with him about arms ? 

. AL \ haye fpen different people th^re ; but I do not know 
whether thofe were the people that had been talking to him 
about arms. 

J^, Have you had any conyerfation yvith Yorke, or inftrudUons 
fromi him, about arms ? 

A. Not direftly with him \ I made fome myfelf. 

J^. What did you make ? 
. A. I made a dozen for Mr, Gale, 

^ Made a dozen of what ? 

J. Of pike-fhafts, 

^ Did Mr. Yorke know yqu were making them ? 

A* Yes ; he did. 

j§. You were making fome fpr Gale ; did Yorke know that ? 

^, Pe did. 

? ' ^ Did 
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J^ l)id you tell Y6rke> or how did he beccnfte ieqHSuiKed 
with it? 

u£ I do iR>t recotie^ whether he fpoke firft to me upon t{ie 
fubjedl, or I to him ; he afked me once or twice, if I hud mwk 
diem ; I told him I was making them ; and when I had one 
tnade> I carried it to him to afk him, if he thought diat Jize 
would do for them^ he (kid be thought it woUld^ or to tbat 
purpofe. 

J^ How manjr did pu make ? 

jf. About a dozen, or a dozen and a bal£ 

J^. Did you difpofe of them ? 

A No ; not myfelf. 

^ What became of them ? 

jf. Mr. Wilkinfon took them. 

j^. Mr. Wilkinfon is a Magiftrate there ? 

A Yes. 

^ Did he (eizt therti all ? 

A I do not know; they have not been in myhouk fixict* 

j^. You only made about that number in the whole ? 

A Yes. 

j^. Had you any converfetion with Mr. Yorkc refpe&ij^ tte 
jiurpofe for which thefe diings were to be made ? 

A* Not particularly with hitti upon it, more th^ Othct 
people; it Was generally Underftood, that it was to a£l in our 
own defence. 

J^ You underftood it was to aft in your own defence ? 

A. i meant to haVe one iti my own defence. 

^ Did Mr. Yorke fay any thing to you about a rdbitti ift 
Parliament ? 

A, Yes. 

^ What pafTed between him and yOu, rt(^)e£Hi^ the refbrm 
in Parliament that was fought for ? 

A. Wc never had much about it between durfelre^ bat What 
pafTed in public ; he has chiefly d^liveftd his fentimenti b ptdilic 
about it. 

J^ HaVe you tttt had cbnverratiM with him v^^pdnit 
about it ? 

iLIbnre 
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'. A. I liave; 

^. Did you uhderftand from him, what ht mtwc^ by a rcfiaxii 
in Parliament ? 

Jt. Yes. 

^ WFiat did he tell you ? 

A. By way of univerfal fuffrage. 

^. How came that converfation between ytm ? 

A. I do not know ; it was a thing that \va^ often Ipok^ oR 

^ Did Yorke know what you meaiit by a rrfbnn in Paiw 
liament ? 

A. We all underftood each other, as I always underftoodj dsit 
We were all for univerfal fuffrage; 

^ When you fay wcy who do you mean ? 

A. All the fociety. 

^ Did you inform Mr. Yorke that it was what you iinfar- 
ftood by it ? 

A. I do not recoUeS particularly informing him, Aat that i^rM 
my meaning, becaufe it was a matter generally agreed upon 
among us, and fo there was not much difputing about the mode 
of reform. 

^ In the converfations you had wi A Mr; Yorkfe, Aid yon and 
he uniformly agree about what you meant by a reform in Par- 
liament, or did you differ ? 

A. We agreed till fome few weeks befbre Mr. Yftrke left 
Sheffield the laft time. 

J^ In what did you difagree with him ? 

A. I difagreed wiUi him in refpeft of univerfal fiiSrag^, 

j^. Did you tell Yorke lo ? 

A. I did: 

^ What faid Yorke to that ? 

A. As near as I can recoiled, I told him, when I werit one 
morning to drefs him as ufual, fliat I thought thfe plan of rielbnn 
' we were upon would not do ; he afked my motives for it ; I told 
him, r Abtigfit It would carry us 'too fer.-^Well, fays he, I have 
ftudied it fome time myfeif ; I have read various auditors upon 
•fhe fubjeft ; and I can't fee that any reform will be of ferVice to 
jhe nation, except that» — Very well dien, fejrs I*, fo fiu: yoo *nd I 
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diiFer in opinion, and I will no longer fubfcribe my name to any 
idling that tends to univerfal fuffrage. — Very well, he faid, then 
you muft give it up ; and there the converfation broke up. 

^ After that, did you continue to have the fame fort of 
communication with Mn Yorke, upon tliis, fubjeft, that you had 
had before, when you told him your ideas did not go to the 
length of univerfal fuffrage ? 

A. No J I had very little converfation with him after that;— 
^t was very feldom that I had much converfation with him upon 
the fubjeft, when I was with him, for my ftay was generally 
fliort 

^. After that you liad not the fame kind of couununicatioo ? 

A. No. 

^. How long was this before Mr. Yorke left Shefiield ? 

A. Perhaps two or three weeks before. 

^. Do you remember the meeting in the open air^^ at Sheffield, 
in the mondi of April. 

A. Yes. 

^ Were you prefent at that meeting ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Was Mn Yorke there ? 

A^ He was.. 

^ Did Mn Yorke make a fpeech there ? 

A. Yes ; he fpoke at confiderable length. 

J^. Did you hear any part of his fpeech } 

A. Yes J I heard a good deal of it. 

^. After that meeting did you go to fee Gale ? 

A. Yes ; I had feen Gale after that 

^ Had you any converfation widi Gale or Yorke about 
being paid for the fhafts you had made ? 

A. Yes. 

J^ Were you paid for them ? 

A. No. 

^. Who did Yorke tell you to apply to for payment ? 

A. He did not fay in particular who I was to apply to for the 
payment. 

^ Who was to pay you ? 

^•Thoft 
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A. Thofe people that tcx)k them of me, \ cxpefted to pay 
me. 

^. Did you make them then for (ale ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Did any perfon buy any ? 

A, No. 

^. You do not know that the Magiftrates feized diem, d^ 
you ? 

A. They told me fo. 

J^. You have faid you had only fome private converfetions 
with Mr, Yorke, but that he held many other converfations that 
Were not private with you ; you have often heard him converfe 
upon thefe fubjefts with other perfons, not private ? 

A. I have heard him fpeak with diiFerent people, who have been 
along with him at different times. 

* ^ What have you heard him fay to any of thefe perfons 
you have feen him with, upon arms, of any defcription; — do yo* 
know Davifon ? 

A, Yes. 

^ Have you ever feen him with them ? 

A. No. 

^ He was a member of the fociety ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Have you heard Davifon fey any thing refpefting arms, 
or providing arms ? 

A. Davifon was a cuftomer of mine, and he and I frequently 
fpoke about them. 

J^ A cuftomer of yours ; in what way ? 

A In the Hair-^lreiSng bufinefs. 

^ Had you any dircSions fh>m Davifon, at any time, re- 
fpeding thofe (hafts ? 

A. Yes. 

^ What converiation had you with him ? 

A. He did not give me to underftand, that any particular 
oanders were given for them ; <Hily that the people in general 
b^;an to call out for them; that they thought themfelves in 
danger, from the ftate of the people's minds at diat time. 
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S^ TJu»t pavifon trfd you ? 

J. Yes. 

^ You undcrftood it ^as for your own <fcfeHcc ? 

^. Yes. 

^ Had jrou any of the books^ as a delegate of this fociety | 

J. Yes. 

Jg. Thqr ^P npt h^vPf J belipve f 

^ No 9 I believe not. 

George Wtdcltfony 
Crofs-f 5camine4 by ifcTr. Er/k^ne. 
^ Yw feem ? 4ec^nt nw^i ypu was two year9 a meii^ 

©f this fociety? 

J: Yes, 

J^ And till within a few weejcs irf the tiipjB tb*t yqu bgve 
beeii fpeaking ipf, you had been pf d)e feme opinion with th^ ftft 
0f the fbciety for ywi^^fd fuffragie ? 

u(/. Yes ; I had. 

^ Were you a friend of your King ? i 

J. Undoubtedly; afvl pf the Que^p, bptl?. 

J^ As far as you could colle£t from the converi^don ^nJ 
behaviour of thefe people, with w^Qm for two ye^rs yo(| {ad 
afTociated, and who were for univerfal fuiFrage, did they ap|^ 
tp you to )>e p^ple di^t ]py ed the J^ing i 

A. Yes ; in general. 

^ I %^ you, as ^ hopeft pan, wou}d ypi^ b^v/e cpotiniied 
for two years in that fociety, if you had not ha4 r^fbn tpffdifivei 
from all you (aw an4 l^eard, t^t t^y were pieopjiis ^t loyed 
their King ? ... 

^. Npi \ woi^]^ ofo^ baye cpi^nu^d w^di tfaein^ if ][ had 
Aought they a<fted from other motives. 

^ You did not think that univerfal fuiFrage was inconfiftent 
with love to your King ? 

A. Undoubtedly not. 

^. What was generally i^derftood by iupiyer^d fiiffir^gei 
^d who were the|)6Qpl6 ajl^er w)iicb yovu: (ociety ftfttod jt^ Aqf 
copied, u^ th^y: ^iire pf uniyer,jE4 fufqige ? 

^Tbe 
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A, The firft refolutlpn that we came ipto, in dia^ bufinefe, yivas 
^what we took from the Duke of Richmond's p}aiu 

^ Of luiiveiial fu£rage ? 

A. Yes, 

^ Had pu any of the publicadonS) at (dvit time, 6f die 
Duke of Richmond's ? 

A. Yes; a good many« 

J^. Dq you remember a letter to Colonel Shazman tbat wst 
publifhed ? 

A. Yes ; that was in it. 

^ Should you know it, if i was to (how it you ? 

A Ye& 

^ Was it ever read in the fpciety ? 

A. Yes ; I believe i( has been. 

^. Did yov ever hear it read ? 

A. Yes; I have heard it read feveral tinses, and I think I 
liave beard it read once or twice in the fociety. 

^ Was it generally approved of? 

A* Yes; at the time that we ^uiopted it. 

j^. Is that it ? (finuing the wiinefs a prinUd Cs^ rf iig 
Bute if RichiMnd's Litter to Colonel Sheirman.) Should you 
fecnUcfd, if I were to read this part of it to you ? Do yon m* 
colled this ?— " The fubjed of a Parliamentary Reform 19 that 
^ m^ikh, of all others^ in my c^union, nioft doferves the attention 
^ of the public, as I conceive it would include eyery odier ad* 

* vantage which a na^on can wifh ; and I have iio hefttation 
^ is £^yiog, dsat, fcom every coniideration whicfa I have t>een 
^ able to give to this great queftion, that for many years fbas 
^ oopipibd my miiid, and from every day's experience to the 
^ .pcdent Jbour, I am more and more convinced^ that ihe ^eftpriiig 
^ the right of voting univerfaily to every man, not incapacitated 
V by nature, for wa:(it of rea£>n, or by law, for the cpmmii&Qn df 
<< crimes, together with annual ele^^ions, is die only reform that 
^ can be effectual and permanent ; I am further convinced, :that 

* it is the oiJy re£>rm that is pradicable.*' 

^ Yes ; that is jt; I Jbuure read it jfre<iuently. 

^ Now 
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^ Now I a(k yotij upon your oath, whether, as far ad yoti 
know, ( wiiat pafies in the heart of another man you cannot tdl^) 
but as far as you have coUedled from the conver&don of the 
people in general with whom you afibciated, did it appear to you, 
'^ihd did they exprefs themfelvcs, that this was their ohjoSt ? 

J. Yes. , 

J^ Did it appear to you, that there was any difpofition in 
thofe with whom you affociated, to compel this by force of 
arms? 

jf. I never underftood it fo. 

^.. Was it from any fear of that fort, or becaufe you chained 
your mind on the idea of univerfal fufFrage, you thought it not 
fo good a plan ? 

jf. I did not think the people's minds prepared for it.' 

^ Do you ftill continue to think as you did, provided peo- 
Iple's minds were prepared for it ? 

J, When I read that, I looked upon the plan that was lav! 
down fo clear, that I thought it could be done without any kind 
of confufion, provided the people were acquainted with it; but 
from circiiiiiftances fince, and upon more mature refie£tion, I 
had reafon to believe they were not; and it was from <tfae iaor 
conviction, that I diflented from it, though I at furft.appcoved 
ofit. 

^ Was you a member of this Society at the time ifaey fest 
their delegate to Scotland ? 

jf. Yes, I was at that time, and fome time afterwards^ 

^. Did you think you was doing any harm when you coitfait- 
ed to the fending of that delegate ? 

J. I did not confent to it — I happened to be too Iatc» or, I 
believe, I fliould have given my confent ; but I (hould not have 
thought I was doing any harm in it. 

^ What was the underftanding of the people of that Society 
of the ructure of that which was to be done in Scotland, to which 
- they fent their delegate ? 

J. I never underftood that tliey had any odier oh]oELm view 
&an of drawing up an addreis to the nation, and ItkewHe a peti* 

don 
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lion' to the Government, the Parliament, or fi>.ihe<Hher brafich of itl 

^ Did you ever hear any of them &y^-,:iftat petitioning frorti 
private focieties of men could not be fuppofcd to h^ve iiich an ef- 
fect upon Parliament ? . . " . .. *, 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Do not put the; v^ry^ Words ip. the? 
witnefs's mouth. :■;..'.; 

- Mr. Erjkifie^ Yo\ir Lordihip recolle£U. Jriamiji'acrofs exa« 
mination. •■ f 

Lord Chief Juftlce Eyre. You are not to put th^ ivijrjr Words 
in his moadi) even on a cro6-examination. 

Mr. Jturney, Gener4iL It ii& a misfortune, th^t that hais bc^n 
the courfe.. ■ 

; Mr. Erfkine. It hais beeA ufiial fo to examinq on a t:rofsf exa- 
minadon Ml the cou]:t;in iitduch l pca^tice/ 

Lord Chief J,^liicfEyre» I, wofi*t ,ftop yfMi, but it is contrary 
to my praftice and my opinion. 

Mr. Attorney GmeraK I hope your Lordihig will giVft us the 
iame law on Our. fide. > » :. " . 

. ■ I^rd Chiif Jvfiife Eyre. I^a crofs-^examination certainly. 

Mr. Erfkine. I virill confoitik myfelf aj$ near a; I can to your 
Lordfliip's .wifli, * 

Lsrd Chief ^ujiice Eyn^ I would not l«if down a ftricSier. rule 
in a cafe like this than has ufiially prenrailed>r«~ You lay it has beeh 
your ufual p radice* 

Mr. Attorney GeneraL Thofe gentlemen who affift me, and 
who practice in the ikme court, iay it is not fot 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. I think if you will examine the wit- 
nefs, fo as that we may have hi^ oWn anfwers, inftead of echoing 
.ybur Wjc^rdis . it vnll have ten times more efFe^ with the Jury. 

Mr. Erjkine^ I will do it with pleafure. Do you recoUefl: any 
thing being faid about the expediency of petitionmg Parliament 
from private bodies 6f men ? . 

.^. I do not underftand what you mean by private bodies of 
men — I always underflood that it was in public bodies that we 
petitioned— our matters were always public. 

^ 'Waa:it ever expi^efTed by any body, or from any thing that 
pafled in your prefcnce in the Society, previous to, ai>d at the 
' Vol. II. S titui 



time offending the delegate to Scotland, that they were tbaflume 
all the fiindiions of PbrJiament, and be themfelTes a Pariiamentf 

A. By no means— -I never underftood it in that light 

^ Was there any thing (aid by any of them, to if that wis 
fteir Goncepttoo and their plan ? 

A, No — I never underftood it fo, 

^. Wouldyou'have been a party to aHy fudi things if youhd 
underftood it fo ? . \\ 

>/. Ifo,Ih6{>e^n<K« 

J^. Then did it appear to you, from what yotf eoUefted \^ k 
know thbre Might 1>e bad men in any fociety) but irom what 7M1 
cdleftcd in general of the difpofition of your Society,- from ^vM 
you heard th^^nv-iay,- arid the fort df people diey were— did ytm 
then, and do you now> eonfidier them to 'be pec^Ie attached ^ 
^Mtn King,' at tfio&nie tim^'thaT ^ey were attiudHrd.to their own 
freedom? ^ 

A I alWatys lo^'ed upon- them in- the iame light. 

J^. Are you fpeaking now your own fentimtents f ' 

A. Yes, notMonly mine, but what I underftbod wipre the faid- 
mentsof thofe I M^as afibciated with. • •' 

^. Then you look upon them as perfons attached to their Eingt 

An Y^s; becau(e I always lookoid upOnk that the King^s pre- 
ibrvatton -aofithe liberties of t)ie people wete kifeparaWe^ and I 
believe that was the general idea of the people- that wure concem- 
«d in the Society, that condu£bd it, moA, if not aU of them. 

^. That the King's prefcrYation> and the liberty of the fiib^ 
jc6t, were infeparable ^ 

A. I always underftood it in tlittt light. 

^. Was any thing &id about arms for ^ purpoft of refifle» 
ing the laws that are under his Majefty's execution I 

A, t Ti^y^r heard it mentioned in that light* 

^. Was anything ever laid in your Society coiu:eming armi 
for attacking the King's Majefty, and puttii^ down the bws 
which lie -was to execute ? 

A. Not in my hearing. 

^ Was what was (aid about anns at die time thefaftnd4)iO wa» 

put out J i 



' A. I do not reipi»»lr0r arms ];>eiiig fpokeaof in tbq Soc^ety-r^. 

t was geoeraily fpokpniof in cotnverf^tions we bad in each others. 

loufes. 

- J^ When youmade a pike i»r your&lf, what 4id you naake 

tfor? 

A. To defcndmyfclf provided it fhould be neceflaryi 

^ What made you colleA at that time^ about the month o£ 
kpril, that it was likely you fhould want arms for your defence ? 

j/. Becaufe there was not fo good an underftanding between 
||& two parties as there was before. 

^ Who do you mean by the two parties \ 
I A. The one, us who were for untverfai fufirage) the odier, 
Ao oppofed it. 

;^ Had you any Intention, in making a pike for yourfelf, to 
Ifead yourfelf againft the magiftracy of the country, or thofe 
ipgle who might illegally attack you ? 

A^ Only againft thofe people who might cpme without any ie-« 
ill authority from the magifti^te, or from the government 
^^.;Fram what you knew of the ienthnents of the other per- 
,.of the fociety, did it appear to. you that that was, the general 
I* . ■ 

Yp6| I always underftood it t&s becaufe we havis many 
been tlureatiened in difiSorent companies tl^; w}8 have 
in* 
\. ^ Da you mean that you had been threatened with perianal 

|fc«i . ■ 

\A Yes, I have myfelf in difFerent companies, that I Ijaye fre- 

4 have heard them tn^nfuski thofe wb^m we generally 

1 upon as Ariftoci^ijts, or w^tevqfr naipe y^u might gi v/& thqaa^^ 

iof the violent ones— That if anything ihould happep, t|iat 

^il^aAon,ibQuId take place ifi. this country, they wo^ild de« 

eil^mies at home fir^Qr. I haye heard that adUedged 

; me and my friends frequently, 

. WJsat anfwer did you make when you h^ard that iUe<^[ed 
; you and your friends { 

IdaiM^kiu^v^inparticuWwbit.rjep^^^ forne-^ 

SK^Vhl t^^. £>W} t^ I^o(|p4.i^ wa^ i^it :die, genoral 
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^ifpofltion of them ; ijf it was, we fhould be under the neceffity 
^t leaft of taking means to be prepared for them, or to dut 
efFe<a. 

J^ Then you, and thofe with whom you aflbdated, were well 
difpofed to the government and the conftitution of your country ? 

jf. Yes ; I never had any intention of altering it, and nercr 
underftood that that was the intention of the fociety. 

^ Who was it, if there was an invafion in the countrj', dat 
ikid they would make an attack upon the others ? 

yf. That their party would ; that diey would follow the exsni« 
pie of the French. 

J^ And attack jrou and your afibciates ? 

-//. Yes. 

^ From any thing that pafled in your Society relative to djeir 
wifli of univerfal fufFrage, was there any thing {aid againft die 
Lords* Houfe of Parliament, or only that you wanted univerfal 
fliffrage in the Commons ? 

jf. That very rarely formed any part of the converiation with 
refpeft to the Houfe of Lords, and the only three pamphlets I 
ever faw upon it were wrote by Major Cartwright : he propofed' 
fome alterations in refpe<5l of Reprefentation of the Houle ef 
Lords, with refpeS to filling them up by reprefentation. 

^ That was the only book you ever read upon the fubjed I 

A. Yes. 

^ But that was no part of the plan of your Society ? 

A. No, I never underftood that that was adopted; thatdnt 
was any part of our plan. 

^ Upon the whole, am I to underftand you that you continue 
ftill Tittached to the King and Conftitution ? 

A. Yes. 

j^. You lay you faW Mr. Yorke once when he was drunk ? 

A. No, he was not drunk ; but did not appear to be fo fi>ber a 
man as generally he is. 

^. Have you often feen Mr. Yorke attending at your meet- 
ings which you have beenfpeaking of? 

A. I have feen him at public meetings fome few times. 

^. Widi ^e exception of die time irisen he wsift t liide iit 

liquor, 
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liquor, as you fay, iiow did he conduA himfelf in his conver- 
firtions ? 

jf. Generally very well, from what I faw or heard of him j he - 
ufed to get a little warm in converfation now and then, 

George JViddifon^ 

Re-examined by Mr. Bowir» 

^ I obfervedyou (aid, that in general you thought people 
who were defirous of univerfal fufFrage, were well aiFe£ted to 
the King, you faid, that you underftood fo in general. You 
heard Mr. Yorke's fpeech — now did it ftrike you that he was 
one of thofe people who were well afFeded to the King ? 

fViddifin. The fpeech at the Caftle Hill, do you mean ? 

A^. Bower. Yes; 

jf. I had not fufficicnt reafon to think he was otherwife* 

^. At other times, from his converfation, did you' imagine 
15m one of thofe perfons who were well affected to tiie ooofKtu* 
tion and government ? • 

>/. I had never reafon to fufpeS otherwife* 

^ Did you happen to know that there had been a communi- 
cation between Davifon and fome perfons in London, about fend- 
ing arms to London ? 

J. I never knew it till I faw the letter publiflied in the news- 
paper. 

j^. When was that ? 
« ^. In the latter end of May lafl. 

^ Was that publiOied at Sheffield ? 

vf. Yes, in a newfpaper, at Sheffieldj and in a London paper, 
I believe. 

^. Till diat time you never knew that there had been any 
communication between Sheffield and London about arms i 

jf. THo. 

^ You never knew that the Convention had any other objeA 
but to petition Parliament for diealteraHon wanted ? 
\ :> MHddifin.. Do you mean the EnglijQi or Scotch Convention ? 

J/r. ^w^r. Thfe Scotdi. . » 

id I never uoderftood they had any other objeAi 
cCl ,51 S3 L ^ Y<iM 
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^ Ypu ney^riukJerft0Qd;t))atthe Society had any odier objift 
in fending a delegate there, than for efFetSbing a Reform in Pariia* 
ment — ^tbafc ins y^t you: undflyrftpod ? 

4Yes. . 

^. Were you there when the thanks of the Sheflicld Society 
were voted to Mr. Paine ? 

A Yes, I was a member of it at die time. 

^. Were yew prefcnt ^hen the thanks were voted i 

A, I cannot remember. 

J^ H^ye you read Mr. Paine's books then ? 

Am Y^f • 

^. Then \ may takeit you are of opinion, after reading diafi^ 
books, til^t the thinks of the. fociety were given 1s^ the aotiicr 
of that work by people properly attached to the King and Con? 
ftitution? 
4 Yes. 
. Mr.Bm^r*. Tb^ I will not trouble yjou \^di any 6i^ 
queftions» 

Hmry Hilli (fwom.) 

Examined by Mr^ Law. 

^ What are ypu ? 
A^ Pk Gutlcr. 
^. You live at Sheffield? 
A. Yes. 

^. Was you at any time a qiemher of the ConftitulkyBl.ScN 
tiety at that place ? 

4* Ye«, ."..■..■. 

^. When did you begin to be a member of it? 

A. As f(K>n as it wa$ \ix%Xj^xa^ the fecondjr or thir^ iligkt, 

^ Ii\whafyearwji§itinftiJttj5c4? . 

^. I think in the year 1792, but cannot be pofidve. . 

A. Veryn«Mr.*v«^4vyf#9#ft^.«i>ew:is^ " 

that fociety, Mr. Yorke -s vifiting th^ife|j«£yii . .■• ■<•/:, . »\.*. 
A. Yes,on<^.^.j7^.[;^.vv,:::jnrI--.i; hvj'hi'.'L^mi .y.y::! Aw 
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^ Doyterenrnnberwhentkatwso^ . 

u£ I think in.^ year 2791* . 

J^. Da ym rcanember dite moeting oft the C^ftk-HiU l . , 

A Yes. •,;.•■)■• 

J^. When was that? .*;:,; > . .' .•■ :.. 

A. Thatwasinlalb'ApriL .^'. ^i.w'. . / . 

J^. Do you remember the le£lure ontheFaft-day?;: /.: A 

A* Yes. ' '■ i- . ;■ V. . ^.v; :, ,i y^ 

J^. That was in February 1794? ' - i. \ .//i : 

A. Yes. .,:;,', ■ ;..-, 

^. Do you remember after this le<5hirc W.beejQ.g;iyeA'«oil the 
Faft-day, any talk in the. TtjWttibout annsr ?:...:: > :- 

i£ Not till fome time after that. 

j^ Doyouremefnber the; meeting of the 7di(»F/ApriI| 17.94^ 

^. Yes. . !: 

^ About that time, was there any converfation prev^emt in 
the town about providing yburfelyes with artns 2 ;:;'.. . 

A* Yes. 

^. Do you know Davifon? i ' 

-* Yeft; 

J^. What ii he? 

if. A()rintfer. ? 

J^ He worked for Gale f 

A» Yes. 

J^. ^f^. YoriLe lodged at Gide's at «ne lime» didhe'jnplf 
- A. I cannot tell, he did not at that time. .' m> 

^. Had you an application from Gale^ to make any bbdcs 
for pikes? 

A. Yes, 

^ Whtn? 

A. in the beginning of April, 

^. Did hft onlcir any pavtibdar mnhber ? 

ilNiK ' 

y|. What orders did )ie give jw fe^peaifafe; Oo IniriBJig rf 

sMulf. ' ■ ■ 

HiU^ Do you mean in the fize and number^ 
Mr^ haw% In both* . "- ^ ' 

i.^; > S 4 'A Ha 
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A. He brought a bayonet for rttf a& a pattern to inake them ky, 
I made one in a bayonet fhape, and*I]N>>^fon ap^rovedaf^it»l • - 

^ Did he tell you wher^ you iv^erc to get die iit>;i,' did ypu 
take it upon his credit, or your own ? - 

^. Upon his credit. ... i ■ 

^. Who was to pay you for the wbrknoanfhip ? * 

A. Daviibn^ ....... 

^ Did that pike you made from that model, meet JDavifea's 
approbation? ; . , . . ■. , ,. . .;. 

A, He did approve cf it. ..... 

:. i^.- Did ypaxarry it to Carnage's ? 

A. It was in Cams^'s hou£e he ikw it. 

^. Did you ever meet Yorkeat Carnage's. 
'^ •^.': Noy i was deQredby Davifon tDgo to Yorke* . . . 

^ Did you go to him ? ... 

^ Did you fhawJum'any of .thbilb ■blades ? 

A. Yes. '. , 

^ What did he fay about them'i: .•.'.. 

A. At the time I went to him, he had juft received ^naccoiint 
of Mr. Walker's trial, at Manchefter, and he, wfes^fo qverjojcd, 
diat he had very little to fey then about the bladp that I fliewed 
him. 

^. Did he approve of it ? 

A. He had little to lay, I do not know whether be fidd anydAlgi 
he v^s fo overjoyed. 
^ ^ Ht v«w going off to Manchefter. then ? . 

A. No. 

^ At any fubfequent time, had you any converis^dki with 
Yorke, about thofe blades ? 

^. No. 

^ You faid he was overjoyed, what was he overjojred at ? 

A. At being liberated in that indifhnent with Mr. Walker^ipd 
mtm punifhed ; Dunn was put into prifon. 

^. He laid nothing upon that occafion refpedting; tte 
pike? 

^, Not as I remember now. 

^i >, : . ^ DM 
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^ Did you ever fee him afterwards, with ^ pike properly 
mounted upon a fhaft in his hand ? 
^. Yes. 

^ When was that, how long after ? 

^. It was fometime after, perhaps a fortnight or three weeks, 
I cannot juftly tell in^en* 

J^. Did he make any obfervations upon that pike, fo prepared 
and mounted I 

A* As little as poffible, there were fome young girls in the 
foom that he was very fond of, he took it in his hand, and pre- 
tended to give it a pufh at one of them. 

^. Pid Davifon apply to you to make any greater number of 
pikes afterwards ? 

A. No, w)ien he firft gave me orders, I was to make (b long 
^ he employed qie. 

^. To what number did you go on making ? ^ 

A. About a hundred and twenty, or a hundred and thirty, 

^. Did Davifon take up thefe and pay you for diem \ 

A* He paid me for fome of thqm. 
. «^ Hadhe the whole of that hundred and thirty? ^ 

A. Yes, 
• ^ Wherq did you ufc to carry (hem to when you had made 
them? 

A. Sometimes I took them to my own lodgings, fometimes to 
WiUiain Carnage's^ 

J^ Did you deliver them to Davifon at William Carnage's ? . 

4. If He was there I delivered them to him, if not I left them' 
there. 
' ^ What pay had you for the workmanfhip ? 

A* Two-pence a piece. ' 

^ Yw few Davifon's letter to the prifoncr ? 

A. I did. 

^. And read it ? 

^. I did not read it, but heard him read it. 
- ♦?;. D*4 he fay anything after he had read it, rcfpe^ing any 
demand there might be from any other quarter for thofe pikes, 
London^ or anywhere elfe ? 
>. ;.. A* There 
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A. There tiris (orht little conV^rlation abMttit^ butlcuisot 
recolleS what it was. 

^. Did he expreis any expe<flation of an order from an^ other 
place, for pikes of the fame fort i 

' A He faid he did nof'kno^ but there ttiight te the fiune need 
for them in London, as there was in Sheflldd. 

j^. What did yttu uftdeHferid to I* the piiYpoCe for which 
they were prepared at Sheffield, and which might mate them 
lifeetrife warited in London ? *,':•: 

A To aft upon (he defenfive, in dife tftey lliftuld be attacked 
by an unlawful fet of men, 

• ^ This fetter*^ to the prifonfer kt the baf,- is Sdcreiary of 
the Correfponding Society, I underftand ? 

A. i do not know, I did not look at the iireStiM* 

J^ Did Davifon fay whom they expedled WOuU att^ 
ihem ? 

A. The oppofitc party that were in Sheteeld, 

^ But in London who was to attack flrem ? 

A. I cannot fay any thing ^^rcniit that^ tivcre WOttld hie ttie fime 
occafion in Ldnddnl fuppofe as in Sheffield, ifiheriefliould be^ 
feme neceffity. 

^. That AeyihouH lie att^ked in Ldmfoh by the 6toie^-or 
limilar people as in Sheffield ? 

u/. IF they flioold be attatkH. 

^ How foon after your delivering thcfe hundi'hl *id iiirtf 
pikes to Davifon did he abfcoiid— ^en did he leavb She^dil 
"A. f think about die middle of Miy, if I can reeoMfearfght 

Henry IfilL 
Crofs Examined by Afr. GUiTm »; 
^ You fay you were a membct oF the ConfthMMiti Societyi 
from the time that they firft came together i ■ 

A Yes. 

^ I fuppofe you \i^ou}d not have becm « member of tikt fin 
ciety, if youfaad notfuppofcditwotild have been finthfiil tb-tfie 
Kiflg? 
A. Cert^lynot. 
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* j^ ifdi you e^r my imiei^oft in tHS«QiDiii| a mmibcle /of' tbat 
fociety, to endeavour to difplace the Kii^.fronihuiAfQne} 

^. No, I neverheard afy)l9il:[h^1)ftboii»r^at ISieftddA 
. ^ Doyoii (upifofe th&t was thenri^WQf anyi of tlusTe I^Tlio 
vecesimnb^rsc^j^ fociety? •; .o . 

^. I never heard them declare it was, they were always 
jfriendly to the King for any thing that everlikw.by diem^ I 
^ver $iw aity :tbiag to makem^ thmhttiboxonisafyk : 

J^. What reform was it they wilh^d tidfaiva bnailgfct afiouti 

J[* A more equal reprefentafioav^ni-lliei Commons Houl^.of 
Parliament, as I u^rftbij^ iti ,:r.- , . : . . . . i) . 

^ Whofe plan of reform in Parliament did they follow ? 

jf. TheyfoUowed the Duke of Riiranond's plan, as I under- 
ftood there were a jrainber dFlefteivdift^ibQlei in Sheffield. 

^/PiiyovL faesb* the memtier^ii^jthiftibciety ii^^^ tUt lliey 
formed themfdves yppn th^ Oiike of RkbiD^nd'a plaiH Chat the/ 
^owpd bis plan?. . v.' :, 

jf. Yes, I have heard that laid feveral times;. .. >; . 

.^ There were fQipe p^La^ pvepared ^ Sliefidd^ vAut was 
ffae reafon of your preparing th^m ? . : . . t.' »'. ...:.,• ♦. ■ ■, . 

A, From the oppofite party ufmg fuch threats, even, ia the 
ide^ffK^ d)9^ht, they biEive cdme where I lodged and ikifiitefl .us 
of a night when we have be^n in bed, and hftv^ fworiii they woukb 
poll |l/0\|rn the Hoiife and burn it, caUingms Jaoobins^ and taBing 
the Houfe Jacobin Hajl, becaufe the fociety ufed to meet iixut 
fomedivifions ^fi4i before I wentthoreT ; ... 

^ And you had adlual reafon to expeft danger from.them^? 
■ J. Yesj by, their threats; they hwe^cveit fiiot into pQQphs* 
Hbufes, ariairmed (et of people thtft made t: parade in^e Hree^ 
and; w)|eii going hbme ^twUve o'clock, at J%iit>.tbejfl^ot^'«ii^^ 
fiperibn'sdoor. 

j^ This was an armed fet of people at Sheffield ? 

u£ T^7 iro^ur^d arms ^d ^ara^ed (^eitreetb ^''^ ^ ^^c ^^ 
fuiy great viftory gained. — — - 

^ Upon fome occafion of this fort, they fired through or. un- 
ite one of feh^ ^^« f 

^. They did^ 
c.,i.\ ■ ^W«i 
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< J^ Was it: this fprt af colidu<ft, and thofe threats, that Iniiid 
you firft to ptq»re arrtis ? - 

jf. No other thing,, no other view. 
'. j^ Had you^ or any of^ the people of Sheifield, a view^ of at- 
tacking the Magiftracy of the Country with tliofe arms you pre* 
pared? 

_ ji. No, fer from it. - 
J^. Were they then meant merely for your own defence ? 
J. Merely for felf defence. 
I ^ And for no other Jnirpdfe ? 
^^ For no other purpofe, that ever I knew* 

. : Re-exafnined by Mr. Law* 

^ Before you prepared thrfe pikes for felf defence, did it never 
o^ur to you to mention to Mr. Wilkinfon, a Magiftrate in the 
neighbourhood, that you were in need of this defence, if you 
ihould be attacked ? 

jf, I do not know, that ever there was any complaint to hun* 

J^. Do you know Mr. Althorp ? 

^. No. 

^ Did you make a complaint of the danger whidi you was in, 
to any other perfon that you can name I 

jt. I do not know, that any complaint was made to a Mag^- 
ftrate. 

J^. Or, to any other perfon that you can name? 

J. No. 

J^. You have (aid you were well aflFeded to the King, and 
that you had no obje^on to the Houfe of Lords, that you adj 
wanted to efftA a Reform in the Commons Houfe of Parfia- 
ment ? 

J. Yes. ' 

^ Were you prefent at the time thanks were voted to Mr. 
Paine for his works ? 

J. No. 

^ Do you know that a vote of that fort was come to by yoitf 
fociety? 

if. 14) 
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>/. I do not know any thing about it' .. - it r ' .r " ."*. 

^ You dp not in ibf^luiowtfaatany.luch. vibte was C^ 

l)y your fociety ? >, 

A No, r do nA know any thing about it. .. .^: 

'■ " ' , ','•'' ' *". 

Robert Moody y ((worn.) , 

Examined by Mr, Gurrow* 

J^. You are a joiner at Sheffield ? 

^. Yes. 

^ Were you a member of the Conftituttonal Society formed 
in'that place? - ■■- , 

, J. I was not a regular member rfbr above a twelvemonth be<< 
fore I was apprehended. * 

^. Befides the general meetings of the Society, had they any 
meetings which were called diftri6l meetings^ divifion meetings ? 

J. They had. 
'. ^. Did you know a perfoo of the name <rf Henry Yorke ? 

J. Yes. 
' J^. Did you ever fee Inm attending at any of themeednga? 

A I have feen him at fome of the public meetings. 

J^. In what charafier did he ad ? 
. ^ As a fpeaker and orator whenev^er I &w htm. 

^. Did you ever fee him a£i: as Chairman I . 
" jA' Yes. 

J^. When you fay you faw him in the charaiSer of an orator^ 
do you mean you faw him addreffing the people I 

A. Yes. 
^ Where? 

A. I law hun at a meeting at the Caftle Hilly and oneor tw6 
ocher* meetings. \ - :: ^ 

J^. How many people might beprefent at the Caftle-HiU ? 

A. I think not lefs tbeii ten thoufand. ' 

^ Upon that occafioiv you heard Mr» Yorke fpeaking to the 
fierfons ailemUed there ? 

A. Yes. 
• ^ Were you hear .enough tofifaear and coUe£t diftin£By the 
Aibfbuice of Avfaat he fiiid i ^ 
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JL No) I was tt a diftanocp 
c J^ Bid yoafbydll d^ bufinefi was conduflbdl' 

^. Yes. 

J^ In what wayduIhegohpinetDiusaqiiaitoKiit? 

</. A coach was brpught> the horfes were taken out^ and dtf 
populace drew him home. 

J^ Do you remember a* perlbn of the name of Carnage I)eia| 
dxere at that time ? 

Jim Yes* 
' S^ DidjTDuhiar&Imr^'injrrefiihitiooa? 

A» KawhimupreadingfomethingwhichlimderftoodtDiHidi 
lefolutions^ I afterwards <kw(bme lirfbiutioiis in the SfaefiddpafCTr 

^. Was that news paper printed by Gak I 

j/. It was* 
^ ^ Did Broombeada& as Secretary to that meedngi 

J. He did. 

J^ Did you after that ice Carnage uppn llie biifineis at yoof 
fliop? 

j/. Yes, he came one time and hrou^t ikie four or five pifco 
blades and fpoke to me to majce three doten of i^andles. 

^ Whocamewithhim whenhecime toyouf 

A,. There was aperfon with faim» I do not retdlcA who. 

^. Did die perfon who came with him bring any ? 

A. I do not know whether each had fome, or one brought all 
^ parcel. 

^. How many bl^ules migjht Gamage.hring to you i^or dd 
whole to be fitted into Handles ? 

A^ There were blades enough to anfwer the fhafift he hiad or- 
4b«^ three dozeiu 

^ Did you learn from Camage what the purpofe wss fe 
whit& thofe pikes were to be made \ ' 

A. No, I had no orders fromhina but jufr to maka dei]>i I 
did not enquire any thing about the purpofe they wece £pr^ 

^. Who were the perfons in general that were fiurniftedtriti^ 
thofe pikes ? 

A.:\ never kiiew who ihey. were for, hufc I t^idcriitfiod J>jr 
Camage, that a man of the name of Davi£3n.WBS.t6.tdbeiMrt 

from 



n him) or He had chaps for them To far as I {bould he ^id 
\y money fi>f them when they weredone* 
^. Did you learn in the fociety from members of it for ivhat 
pofe thofe pikes were made ?• 

t I did not know further dian what I could c<dle£t iuid 
lofing from what I could coUeci) that diey were for felf ^ 
:e. ■ . ■ "i 

9. 8elf defence agaihft whom i 

t Againft people by whom they fuppofed they might hi 
^ally attacked^ for reports and only reports, as I tkaow o^ J»d 
diat they fhould be difperfed, they had met frequently, ill 
e meetings, and many of the oppoilte opinion iaid^ thatibey 
lid be difperfed, and how far they might influence a Ju^ce 
be peace, or any body to give them any authority, wc fiip- 
^d a little matter might have done it; they might hare ufed 
e means which they fuppofedmufl be injurious to fame of the 
ies, and they got thefe, as they wifhed to defend themfelves 
afe they fhould be illegally attacked. 

\. Do you recolledt any converfation about th^ tame f3f aiiy. of 
r public meetings, widi refpeift to the dragoons which were 
le neighbourhood of Sheffield ? 

\ Yes, Iremember (afar that it was iaidr—«--> , ^. 

ir.ErJkine, Said by whom? 

4lrh^G€Hrr9W. Was itiaid by Carnage^ or any pf the memliers 
« fociety I 

\ I do not know by whom, but I have heard it faid«^— «-<^n. 
ord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Heard it faid, ." wfacre^ by ffib2t 
M 

1 Some people in Town, who I cannot teH; it wass fepptf^ 
ight be tr-ue, or might be faUe, 

fr. Garraw. To which of thofe meetii^ did the comnerfii^ 
about dragoons apply, was.it t6that upon |lie Caftie«*HilL? 
fr. Gihhs. He is a&cd to what meeting it ^ppUed, wketfaai 
plied to that at the Cafile Hill ! 

9rd Chief yujlice Eyre* The queftion is not quite fo corroA 
AottM^ becaufetbe obje6); is tofee^- towbich meeting it 
ied. 
: -r ^ Previous 
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: J^* previous to the meeting at the Caftl(*-Hill; and hMr\w^ 
previous to that had there been any converiation about the dn^ 
goons? 

jt. I know of none before that. 
■ ^ After that meeting at the Caftle-Hill, did you hear ftora 
Carnage, or from any other member of your focietyi anyconvff-* 
iation refpetSing the dragoons in the neighbourhood of Sheffield i 

J. Not from any of the Society, I do itot know who it might 
be from that I heard it. 

j^ Attend, do you mean to fay, that you did not hear it firaca 
Carnage ? 

^. I did not. 

j^. Nor from Davifon ? 
- J. No. 

j^. Nor from Broomhead ? 

J. No. ■ 

^ Nor from Gale ? 

jf. No. 

^ And in general, not from any member of the fociety ? 

jt. Not from any one particular man. 

^ I do not afk you- from any one particular man> were 4a« 
any dragoons in the neighbourhood of SheiHeld i 

A, There were. 
• ^ When you were in Camage's {hop at any tii^ie,. did jw* 
fee any leaden inftruiiicnt, or model of an inftrumeilt ? 

A. I did. 
r. ^. What was it^? 

A. It was what was called to me, in the privy Council, tni^* 
cat; it was called when it was fhewn to me a cat. 

J^. What paffed at the time that that cat fo called, waft Ihewn 
ydu in Carnage's (hop ? 

A. It was lying in the window, I took it up and examined itta 
fee »diat it was, and aiked what that was, he told, me as he had 
been told I fuppofe, he faid it was an inilrumont that waS| or 
might be made ufe of to throw in the ftreets, it would lie pointed 
Upwards which would prevent horfes from UaveUing in tbo 
ftreets. 
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). Did itfeem to ^, diat the inftrument was well enough 
ulated to do what he ftated it had, or mighthave done ? 
f. It did. 

^ At any way it prefented a point ? 
t Yes. 

^. Where did he ftate he had been told fuch an inftrument 
beenufcd? 

f. He never told me that any fuch inftrument had been ufed. 
^ You faid it was an inftrument that had been, or might be 
I to throw in die ftreets, it would lie pointed upwards, which 
dd prevent horfes from travelling in the ftreets, did he men<* 
any town in the courfe of that converiation ? 
f. No. 

^ Who was prefent befides Camage at the time that pafled } 
I Nbbody but Camage and me. 

^ At any time when you was prefent at Camage's fliop, did 
fee any blades for pikes brought home by any body ? 
t Yes, I once faw fome brought in by a man. 
^ How many ? 

f. A few, perhaps, fix or eight, I do not recoiled. 
^ Did you fee any pike complete at Carnage's ? 
/• I never (aw any but part of diem that I made. 
^ That is to fay your fliafts and his blades made complett 
es? 
* Yes. ' 

J pike brought into Court. 

^ Is that the fort of inftrument that you made ? 

4. Yes' 

^. What is die fliaft made off 

i. That is made of deal. 

^. That is not fliod, is it ? 

/f. No, nodiing but the -wood. 

^. Nor loaded, is it ? 

t,' No, diere is nothing in It. 

^ Do you remember Mr. Davifon making any application to 

I with refpeft to letters ? 

/L Yes, I remember him aiking hic to let a letter or two be 

\foL. II. T dlrtSiA 
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direAed to be left with me for him ; I told him be nJght if he 
pleafed direA his correfpondent to direA his letters to be left with 
mc ; I do not know suiy thing more about it, for I never had 
any letters. 

^ That blade fits into the hoop at the top, and- takes out 
occaiionaliy, does it not? 

J. No, it is faft in. 

^.^ I do not' know whether you knew ef Ebvifbn's mndfix^ 
deuce in London, upon the fubjedt of pike-blades 7 

J. No, I know diat I did not know of any of hk coire* 
fpondents* 

^ You did not know of diat lett^ that ke wMt Art 
Sheffield ? 

A No. 

^ How long had Davifon come from Leeds to Shttfludki?- 

j/. I fuppofe he might be two months^ I fuppofe not Bioiew 

Robert Moody. 
Crofe-examined by Mn Erjkinim 

^ If I underftand you nght^ Daviicm hM written bam ktltf 
or letters wMch you knew nothing o^ and if any anfwers vexe 
to come to thoie letters that he might have wntten»^ they wore to 
(pme to your hands I 

A. Yes. 

^. None ever came to your hands f 

A, No. 

^. How long were you a member of this (bciety T 

A. A year. 

^. Was you a member at the time that the delegate went? 

A No. 

^. What was this cat, a large thing, or a fmall thing \ 

A. A little thing, the tines might be an inch langy and it would 
ftand an inch and a half high, or (b, when it wa3 tlown. 

^. Were any made from that model \ did you ever iee one \ 

A. No, I never heard (tf, or iaw any^ 

^. Was this thing concealed ? 

A* No, it h^ open in the ibop. 
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^ 'fy^ 9ky body diat had paOed hf mig^ have (boi it of 
Courfe2 

A Any 6o<ly that had gone wher6 he ^fas at work, might have 
fecit it. 

^ Did you ever hear any t^rd^rs to mak^ kny (rom it^ or fee 
any made from it ? 

^. Nc*. 

^ Did you ever feea reiadone iil yeur life i 

A. No. 
. «^ Did you frequent the fociety much ? 

A. Not of a year back; t had not before I was brought awaj« 

n^ Brought away by what ? 

A. In cuflody hefe. 

^ Up to the time diat you was taken into cuftody, was any 
thing (aid in your hearing againft die King f 

A* I never heard any thing (aid againft the King. 

^ Was you yourfelf a friend to your ISung and the Cohfti- 
tudon, as well as you uhderftood it ? 

A Yes^ I was, I believed him to be a good man, and it would 
be a cnme to do any diing againft a good man. 

^ Were Hie people widi whom you aflbciated, decent, well- 
behaved people ? 

A. Yes, I always endeavoured to get into the company of thofe 
"who were better informed than myfelf, in order that I might get 
improved. 

J^. You fay that it was about the month of April that they firft 
began to fee about thefe pikes ? 

A* It was. 

^. Was there ever any thing faid about pikes, before thofe 
threats of fome people at Sheffield that frightened you ? 

A^ No, I never heard of any. 

J^. And how many were made in confequence of the appre- 
henfion that fome people had that they might be ill-ufed ? 

A There were Very few mad8 ; Garbage ordered of me three 
dozen, and I made two dcMten, and nine 6i- ten; 

J^ Do you know of any others havihg been msd6 beHdes 
thofe ? 

T 2 A WiddiSia 
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A. Widdiibn made fome handles I Und^rftcod, but I unieN 
ftood that no pikes had been made. 

^. If you had under ftood they were made for the wi(;ke(t 
purpofe of making an attack upon the Government, would jrou 
have had any hand in making them ? 

A. I would not* 

Robert Moody, 
Re-examined by Mr. Garrow. 

^ How early had you apprehenfions of thofe attacks ? 

A. Only lately, in the courfe of a few months, before I "M 
brought from Sheffield. 

J^ Were there any pikes made that you know of, until 
Sheffield and its neighbourhood began to raife volunteer com* 
panics for the defence of the country ? 

A. Thofe were made before. 

^ How long before ? 

A. Perhaps two or three weeks j they were not made bcft« 
they were talked of. 

^ You told me what you apprehended was, that a magiftrtte 
would lend his authority upon a little, to diiperfe your meeting} 
and to refift ; that was your objefl — Did I take you right? 

A. It might be fo, or they might take uponthemfelvestodif 
perfe us v/lthout the authority of a magiftrate. 

^ In either cafe thofe inftruments were to be ufcd for your 
defence ? 

A. If it was found neceflary. 

^ About this cat, as it was called; fuppofing a number of 
thefe cats, not made of lead as the model was, but of irof? to 
have been thrown into the roads, I afk you, whether Aey were 
not moft efFedual inftruments to have prevented any cavalry 
aiSing ? 

A^ It appears fo to me, 

John Edwards (fworn). 
Examined by Mr, Garrow. 

J^ What are you by bufinefe i 
A. A filverfmith. 

J^. Were 



j^. Were you a meriAcrofthe.LondcmCorrefpoiiding Society, 
^ it was called ? 

A Yes. 

J^ Do you know the prifoner at the bar, Mr.Hardy t 

jf. Yes. 

^ Did you know him in any charaflier conneded with the 
Xrondon Correfponding Society ? 

A I miderftood he was Secretary to the London Correfponding 
Society* 

J^ Did you, at any time, receive anydire&ion from the pri- 
Imer at the bar, to any perfon at Sheffield ? 

A I did receive a diredion, 

^ To ^om was that direftion I 

A. \ cannot recolle£t the name. 

j^. Could you recoiled the name, do you think, if jrou heard it ? 

An I have been told fmce I have been in cuftody the name, but 
} cannot fwear (h^t that is the name of the perfon. 

^. At what time was that dire£Uon furnifhed you, by Mr. 
Hardy to ibme perfon at Sheffield; no matter who he is, or 
what hi^ n^ine is ? 

A* I think in the monlfa of April, J cannot be certain. 
- ^ What year ? 

A. In 1794. 

^ For what purpofe was that direftion given to you by Mr. 
Hardy, and what was to be fupplied in confequence of it ? 

A- I went to Mr. Hardy, one day, at his houfe \ I afked him, 
vdietfaer he was gomg to fend to Sheffield, I fhould be much 
pbliged to him if he would inclofe a few lines to fome perfon at 
Sheffield, if they could inform me if there was any perfon there 
Aat could forge the blad^ of fome pikes« 

J^. Did the prifoner, in confequence of that application, 
fumifh you with any direftion to any perfon at Sheffield ? 

A. Mr. Hardy read part of a letter to me, and gave me a 
dirc£Kon to a perfon at Sheffield, wrote on a faiall piece of 
paper. 

j^ What was the purport of that which he read to you, aS 
pSMt of die letter from Sheffidd? 

T 3 ^« I cannot 
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jf. I caoQot r^oUodi the purport of it at pfrfoi(^« 

^ The fubftance of it ? 

jf. That a plan had been formed diere to forge blaj^ fer^ 
people at Sheffield ? 

^ This was upon your application to him for a dife^ojAta 
fomehody at She Ael4 1& nutke blades for pikisa i 

J. Yes. 

^ What did jsou do in confequence of AaI i 

A. I fpoke to two or three^ of the members of the Loote 
Corre^xxiding Society, sad I underftood d»(^ there wtrt (ei^ 
perfons who wifhed to fiirnifli themfelves with fuph Ail^; lid 
as fuch I took upon myfelf to go to Mr, Hiardyy tot know wl» \ 
could fend to, at Sheffield, to get them) ajad % me&dpg Has 
to have taken pUce on the Friday befbire Mr. Uaxxfy was 
taken upt 

j^. Where was tjhiat meeting ta have taken pl9^{e>^ tn di^ 
Friday before the prifor^ was apprehended ? 

A At ^e Parrot, in Green Harbouir Coorti, lA tin Q^ 
Bailey. 

^ For what purpofe ? 

A. They were to have met diere^ and aoy perion that put 
down the money, might have them j. the blades Mfepc tQ be fent 
up from Sheffield to London^ 

^ What fum of money was to be put dowA by diofe who 
chofe to have blades, for pikes, from, Sheffield? 

A* One fhilling, I underftood, 

j^ Was that cgjiverfatioii at any diyiiion meeting of the 
London Correfponding Society? 

A. No. 

^ Was this ccunmunication widi the prifoner mentioned ati 
any divifion meeting ? 

A. No. 

^. What number did you belong tot 

A. No. 29. 

^ Was you prefent at any time at; No. 22 ? 

A* Yes, I think I have been. 

^. Do you know a perfon of tli^ nime qlQsJi^ ? 
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A. Yes. 

J^ Do you know another peiibn of the name of HiUier ? 

^. Yes. 

^ A peifon of the name of Baxter ? 
. ^. Yea, 

^ Spence? 

^. Y«u 

^. What divifien was Baxter ddegate for ? 

^ I do not know. 

^ Wa^ he a ddegate to 4ny of the Committees of die 
(^orrefponding Society i 

JL He was* 
'..^. WasSpence? 

A. He was. 

^ Was this pian of fending to Shefidd for pike blades, 
inentbned to anjr of thofe perfons ? 

A. I mentioned it to Baxter, to Spence^ and to Hiilier. 

1^ Do you know of any place in the Borough of Southwark, 
Inhere there was any meeting conne^d with this fubjed ? 

A. I have heard there was a place. 

^ Did you ever hear from Mr. Hardy, or any member of 
^ London Correfponding Society, that there was (uch a place \ 

A, I heard there was a place in the Borough. 
. ^ Of what fort, and for what purpofe ? 

A. A place were diey met to learn the exerdfe. 

^ What exercife ? 

A. To learn the ufe of the mulket. 

j^ Was there any fubfcription at dsat pl»:e in the Borough, 
where the ufe pf the mu&et was to be learned, for any and what 
purpofe ? 

A: I do not know. 

^ Did you learn from any of the members of that fociety 
that there was ? 

A. Never. 

^ Do you know a perfon of the name of Higgins ? 

A. Yes. 

^ And a perfon of the name of Godwin I 

T4 ^. Yes. 
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'A. Yes. 

^ Were lAey members of the London Correiponding 

Society ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Did you learn from them, or from either of them, whe Aer 
there was any fociety of the fort you have juft mentioned ? 

A, I have underftood, from Godv^in, that there was a fociety 
in the Borough, but I was never there. 

^. You learned then, from this man, who was a member of 
4e London Correfponding Society, that there was a place in the 
Borough where they learned the ufe of the mufket ? 

A. He told me fo. 

^. Did you learn from him, whether he belonged to it, or not? 

A. No. 

^. Did you learn from him, or from any other member of die 
London Correfponding Society^ where that fociety, for learning 
the ufe of the mulket, met ? 
, ^. No, 

^. Do you know a place, called Bandy Leg Walk ? 

A, I have heard of it, but I never was there. 
. Si^ Have you heard of that place from Hillier, Baxter, Spencc, 
^r Higgins, whom you haye ftated to he Members rf tha 
Correfponding Society? 

A. I did not hear where it was. 

^ Did you kpow a perfon, called Franklow? 

A. I have heard of him. 

^. Was he a member of the fociety. ? 

A. I believe he was j but he was not a member of the diyifion 
I bdojage4 to. 

^ Do you know wherp Franjklow lived ? 

A, I have known, fmce I have been in cuftody, that he lived 
at Lambeth, but I did not know before. 

Mr. Erjklne, Does your Lordfhip take it, that what nwa 
faid by Higgins or Hillier- is evidence ? 

Mr. Gar.row. I fubmit. it is evidence. 

Mr. Erjkine. I fubmit tc the Court, tha^ i^ is not evidence} 
I fhall not argue it. 

Mrs 



( a8j ) 

Jidr. Garrdw. Nor Ihall I. 

•Lord CbUfyti^icg Eyre. I conlider d^it p<Hnt to hav&beei| 
determined by the majority of die Judges. 

Afr. Garrow. Did you know of any aflbpiadpn at Lam-i 
belh? 

j1, I have heard of it. 

^ Did you hear of that from Franldow? 

ji. I never iaw him, till I law him in the Privy Council, 
Chamber. 

^. Did you ever hear of it, from any member of tha| 
^liTociadoti ? 

j1. I remember fomediing was mentioned of it foon after I 
-went to the divifion; fomething was 'laid about i^ but by vAtam, 
I caimot tell. 

^ What was ftated at Aat meeting of the divifion, at wfaidi 
there was converfation about Franklow^s ailbciation ? 

j1. I underftood that there was a meeting, known by thd 
name of the Lambeth Lo]^ AfTociation \ that was all I under-» 
flood about it. . 

^ Did you hear at that, or any other mee&ig of the fociety, 
pf what number that meeting at Franklow*s was compofedsr--* 
how many perfons attended it ? 

^. I never knew how many perifons attended it ; I underfloo4 
that the number, when it was completed, was to be fixt}'. 

J^. You underftood, at that meeting of the divifion, that it 
was to be fixty, when full i 

J. Yes, 

^. For what purpofe did that aflbciation meet? 

jI. That I cannot tell, for I was never there. 

^ For what purpofe was it ftated, in the London Corrc^ 
Ipoaiding Society, at the divifion meeting, that diey met ? 

A. I never heard any thjng Itafed of what was the puipoTe of 
0ieir meeting. 

^ Did you ever heaf that that fociety, or any other divifion 
of the London Correfponding Society, had arms i 

A^ I never heard any thing mentioi^ed of that fociety, but 
what I have juft now ftated. 

^ What 
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J^ What was this affociation at Frankldw's fcwf 
. J, I could not |:eU, for nodujig of the kind wa^ wer muh 
dohed. 

^ Did ycBii hear from any body, in any of tbe meetingi of 
Ae Correfponding Society^ in what df^& thofe perfons uto 
attended Franklow's meeting aflembled ? 

A No; I did not iiear^ 
. ^ Do you know .in vfaat diiei^ they allembiedf 

A They had a blue coat, and red collar j I dunk I §k9 
jFranklow in hjs drefs* 

^ Was there any other part of the drefs that w^ m^iitieiitdi 
4r was like regimental I 
, jL White waiftcGot and breeches^ 

^ In that drpfs you faw Frankjow himfelf ? 
. A Yes; once. 

Lord Chief Jujikt Eyu^ When was it you finr FnnUow 
lb di^ed ? 

- A It was at the dinner, at the Glo|>e Tavern* 
JUr. Garrfw. When was that dinner ? 

A* On the 2eth of January. 
• J^ The Anniverfary Dinner ? 

A. Yes. 

^ At that dinner Franklow appeared in the drefs that yem 
have mentioned ? 

- ^. Yes. 

J^. Do you know of any meeting of any number of peribni 
of the Correfponding Society, at the Three Tuns, at Sn5W- 
Hill? 

A. The divifion 22, ufed to meet diere. 

^ Do you know of any propofa) in the Correfponding So- 
ciety, for inlln»£ttng that divifion in die ufe of arms ? 

A. No ; I cannot fay I recolleft any. 

^. Do you know of any meeting of any number of peHcmS 
for that purpofe, at the Three Tuns, on Snow-Hill, to the 
number of fixteen, or thereabouts ? 

A. Yes; i recoiled there w^ one evening about fixIM 
perfons met 

^. Was 
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•^. I was. 

^ WliMiWa6lh§|W*Qfeof&atmeet«ig? 

A. I had fpoke to feveral of the fnember-s myiel^ before that 
mttting to^ placi?, for thftp to nm^ diere ; and, if the^ thought 
proper, to form an AiTociation like that of the Lambeth Aflbctan 
lioDf bu$ np^ ipu&fii would. 

^ No perfon would agree to libftt pvop^lal ? 
. -rfi No. 

J^ Were Uiofe &Htt&n members of the diviilon, No. 22 ? 

Jk I do noc know what divifions they were members of s tbejii 
were of feveral djvifions, I believe, 

j^ When was it that that meeting wa» he}d at the Three 
Tuns, Snow-Hill? 

^ I eiuuiot reeoUe4l when it was. 

^ Before or after the Anniverfary Dinner ? 
. Jf, Before tha^ a long while* 

J^. In the London Correfponding Society was there any 
ccxnmittee, which was called the Secret Committor, for difpttch 
^ffaaitnefs? 

^, I underftood there was. 

^ Did you underfiaod, from any of the members of the 
fcfiety^ that there w^f 

A Yes. 

£n^ Chief Juftice Byr^. Sixteen people met ; what was 
4one there ? 

J. Nothing at all, 

Mr. Garrow, At that meeting, where fixteen were prefcnt, 
y/Aat was propofed by any body ? 

A I only propofed the forming an affociation, fimilar to that 
of Franklow's, as I mentioned, and no perfon there would 
join in it. 

^ In what manner was the Secret Committee of the fociety 
diofen? 

A. I cannot tell in what manner they were chofen; I only 
lieard it in the divifion. 

^ Did 
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S^ Did you, in that ^ivifion, hear of the appointment of anjr 
Secret Committee, which was afterwards diflblved ? 

vi This was the fame committee, the Secret Committee^ Aat 
I beard mention of in the divifion. 

J^ Was that Secret Committee fupplied hj anjr ncur com-r 
mktee f 

A. I underAood it was ; but that committee that was diflblved 
|rad,full powers tachufe another- 

^ What was the reafon, as it was ftated in the divifion 
meetingSy for diiToIving that Secret Committee whidi had exified, 
and giving full powers to that Secret Committee to- dioofe \ 
laew one \ 

jL It was thought that ^nie perfbn had given infonxiation of 
tfiat committee having been chofen. 

J^. Was that perfon who was fufpe6ted, a member df the 
Ibciety? 

A. He was a member, I underftood, of the Greneral Committee. 

^ What was his nam^l 

4^ Lynham. 

^ Did you ever know who the perfons were that conftituted 
tbat new committee \ 

A, The perfons tfiat they chofe on the committee there, wer^ 
five perfons; I do not know that I could recoiled all dwF 
l^ames. 

j^. Should you know their names, if they wer^ ftated t6 you,^ 

A I think I fliould. 

^ Do you know John Martin, an Attorney ? 

A Yes. 

^. Was he one ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Do you know John Thelwall ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Was he one? 

A. Yes. 

^ Do you know Baxter ? 

A. Yesi he was one, 

^. Moore? 
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J^, Moore? 

A. He was one* . 

^ Do you know a perfon of the name of Hodgibn, anJ 
another of the name of Lovett ? 

j£ I cannot be certain which of thofe two it was. 

^ You know thofe two perfons ? 

A, I know them both. 

^ Was one or the other a member of diis Secret Com* 
mittee? 
. A. He was. 

^ Where did this Secret Committee meet, as you learned in 
the meetings of die Correfponding Sociely ? 

A. I do not know. 

^ At what fort of places did they meet; at tibe ordinary 
places of meeting of the general meetings of the fociety,or ia 
private houfes ? 

JL I do not know. 

^ Do not you know, from the information of die ibcietyf 

A I underftobd thatdiey met at their own houfes. 

j^ Did you underftand that in the fociety? 

A. No ; I was told by a perfon not in die fociety. 

^ What was the office of this Secret Committee ; what had 
ihey.todo? 

A. To receive any letters that were fent. 

J^. And what were they to do with them, when they had 
received them ? 

A That was aU left to them; it was kept a fecret from die 
Ibciety. 

^ Did diey communicate to die ibciety, occafionally, fudi 
correfpondence as came to them ? 

A At times diey ufed to have letters read in the divifion. 

^ Was it left to them to ufe their difcretion about that ? 

A. I underftood fo. 

^ Was you a delegate at any time of the fociety ? 

A. I was. 

^ In t^ charafter of a delegate was you a member of the 
General Committee ? 

A* I attende . 
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Jt^ I attended the General Committee about fi* i 

^ You was not a member of the Secret Comoifttve i 
A. No. 

j^ Do I underftand you right, that tfate u m ic fp oUdcnap mn 
committed to ^ Secret Committed) and left wilh dMMl^ vMber 
it fhould be brought before dK General C aMiUBttWy or ^ ib« 
ciety at large at their difcretion ? 

■ k. it is knpoffible for me to anfwtar thtt, keoufe il all »« 
mained a fecret to themfelves. 

^ Have you any reafon to know from any of diefradeteA|;s 
of tiie feclety, diat correfpohdenciel trinch did find ihebr^ay ta 
the Secret Committee^ weit not cobumuiicflfted oilfaer tirtUl 
General Committeej or to the fociety at large ? 

A^ That I cannot tdl. 

^. Where did Ae Gei^ral Committee at firft laettf 

A. In Compton ftreet 

J^ At number 3, the coffee room ? 

A I think it WB8 number tbiioei 

^. Was youcVcr prefentat Ct(Mnptoii4beet ? 

^. Sometimes I hare been there* 

^. How sSssxi might you be there \ 

A* Twice. 

^ Was it any part of the bufmefs of the General CdnntuOfli 
of delegates that met at Compton-ftreet to receive die rttuimflf 
new member^ \ 

A. Always from every delegate. 

J^ Did it happen that at all thofe meetings y«u attended^ diere 
were returns of new members ? 

A, When a delegate attended, the returns were mirie tk a Ge- 
neral Committee. 

^ From Compton-ftreet, were the meeting of the Com- 
mittee tranferred to any other place ? 

A. To Beaufort-buildings. 

^. To whofe houfe ? 

A. Mr. Thelwall's. 

^ Na 2, Beaufort Buildings ? 

A Yes. 

4 €•»• 



t ^ } 

^ Df> jnOn rfictfll^ sfe the firft meeting of' Ae <:osnmittee 
which you attended, any deputation attending to report from 9Mf 
other fbctety ? 

jf. N(^ I ctuoot reroUiD^ tfaat^r 

j^. Do you know from any thing that' fttfiied at any €f ^ 
meetings of diis Soeleiy at large, t£at yoi^ feciety was in corre* 
i^ndence, and co-operatiofi widi die CooBituH'oml Society i 

JL No, aotatlhattaffie> I underftocki oh the TimrSkf ^ht 
fijUowing, that a commifttee of correfiKmdcnce was appointed "fajr 
die Conftitutional Society of fix perfoh% and I ^1&) underflow 
lhat.a.deplitetioii4»d been appclinted to die Society fiirConilitu-. 
tiptmii iflfoimation. I uddorftoed Aat the Cocrt6p6nding, Sode^ 
deputed five perfons to attend a meeting, of die Gonftitutiona} 
Society — ^before I went to the commitfer^ there vros hodting 
mentioned of it the firft hij^t as I uhderflxiod'H^Ou die foc^eiid 
nill^t i underftoed they had appointed a .committee of fix iter* 
fons, and there were only five perfons of the Gorre^nding fbh 
ciety chofe for the deputation^ and then diKy dibfeaoodMr pitfoa 
to «dd to diem, to lii^e:up thenumbBr^ 

J^ Were you prefent at any time, when the jdejHitirtioD' fiiom 
fBur ibeiety reported^ diat the Ce»ifi:ttatt^oal Sooie^ apt>Qiiited 
fix perfons, the Correfponding having.-appomted fiyCf tfa^ohofe 
one more after, to make up the fix, then the twelve I fup|)ofe 
moti 

A. Yes. r 

J^ Was you prefent at any time when a rqxMt was made by 
anyiof die members of ttet Committee of Conference to the fo^ 
dety at large, or the Getirral Committee. You have f^id you 
know Hodgfon, Lovett, Thelwall, Baxter, and Moore I 

A. Yes. 

J^ Were they the perfons who were deputed fro»- your fo- 
eiety, tacorrefpond with die Cenftitutbnal Society? 

A. I was not prefent, when the deputatidti was appointed. 

^ Do you recoiled any debate with rcfpeft tp yqurfelf, and 
your age, at the time that this bufinefk of ddej^^ was con- 
fidered ? 

A. Yes, IrecoHeait. 
.• .. ^ Who 
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^ Wh6 vrtre die '^perfons, do you recoil^, ibit fxUk fut 
in that debate? 

jf» Several perfons fpoke, and moft of them were fbangen Ic^ 
me at that time, and I did not know who diey were, Mr< Thd-^ 
wall was one that fpoke^ 

J^ Was Baxter one who fpoke in that debate i 

A. At die committee, notinthedivifion. 

j^ Do you remember being at the General Committee, ifatA 
X bufinefs refpeSing a gentleman of the name of Eaton yn& 
taken into confideration ? 

A* I remember diere was a debate one night,- refpeding a 
medal that had been ftruck, that was to be prefented to the J1117- 
men that acquitted Mr. Eaton, 

^. Was the modal to be prefented to any other perfons except 
die Jury who had acquitted Mr. Eaton \ 

A. I do not know, I only underftood to the tweke Jifrymm 
who had acquitted hinu 

^ Acquitted him, uponwhatoccafion? 

A* When he was tried at the bar for a libel I think, and wtt 
found not guilty. 

^ Do you remember anydiing of a meeting at Chalk Ftnn^ 
in die neighbourhood of this town \ 

A. Yes* 

^ What were the proceedings in die fociety as far as camo* 
to your knowledge, preparatory to that meeting ? 

A, I do not know, I was only appointed to the committee one 
night before that, and diat was die night when the debate took 
place refpefting myfel^ and I heard nothing at all but refpeitii^ 
that. 

J^. Was you prefent at the meeting at Chalk Farm ? 

A. Iwasdiere* 

^ Where did you firft go to — did you go to Chalk Farm, oi 
any other place firft ? 

A, I went to Store-ftreet, Tottenham Court Road^ 

4J; And from thence to what place ? 

A, To Chalk Farm. 

^ At what time did you arrive at Chalk Farm ? 

A.\cut 
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*JL I taraiot recoiled what tiine> it was in tbeafiernooiu . 

^ Was tbat meeting at Chalk Farm, one that had been ap« 
pointed in confequence of any proceedings of the Corre^nding 
Society? 

^. I do not know. 

1^. You did not know before you went there ? . 

A. No. 

^ You went there a delegate of the Correfponding Society^i 
if I underftand you right ? 

j/. YeS) I had been made a delegate only one week before. 

^. Had you any card, or ticket for your admiflion to Chalk 
Farm? 

JL Yes. 

^ Where did you procure that ? 

A. I had it of the committee of the Correfponding Society. 

J^ When, and where procured ? 

A. By the committee of the Correipondiug Society at Compton^^ 
fireet. 

^ When? 

A. On the Thursday night preceeding the meeting at Chalk 
Farm. 

S^ What was the occafion of .your going to Store-ftreet, 
lather than Chalk Farm at firft ? 

A. I linderflood there was a room engaged m Store-ftreet, it 
was advertised that the meeting was to be there. 

J^. There you went with your ticket as I underftand. pu, 
previoufly procured from the Committee ? 

A Yes. 

J^. When you come to Store-ftreet, what led you to Chalk 
Farm ? 

A. I imderftood Juftice Addington had been there^ and for« 
bid the man to let us have the room. 

^. Then you went to Chalk Farm ? 

A. Yes. 

J^. What number of perfons might there be aflembkxl at 
Chalk Farmf 

A* I fuppofe upvirards of two thoufand? 

Vo(,.U, U ^. Was 



^ Was there any ceremony upon your introdudion there t ^ 

A Thore was a perfba fteod ait the door^ juft to fakeifae 
ticket. . . 

One of the Jury, Was it an enclofure, or what ? 

jf. It was a kind of trap-ball green, before a longiocni^ 

Mr. Garrow0 Thofe tickets which the periiiafi at the door va» 
to take, were thofe which you had received from die committee of 
the Correijpondii^ Societyy if I take you right? 

jf. Yes. 

^. What was done wtdi the ticket dtUvered to the perikat 
the door ? 

J. They tore one half off, the other half you kept JDW> 
felf. 

^ Whatwere you to dawitk the odw half !• 

J. To put the other half in your hat*. 

^ When you were admitted^ be fo good as ftate die prooted* 
ii^s that took place, who were the peribns that wue there, and 
what paffed I 

jf. There were fome letters read. 
; j^. Did you find there any peribns. of the Corr«ipoading So- 
ciety ? 

j/. Yes, feveral peribns there. 
' ^ Any that you knew, or that you have named I 

JL Yes, there were Moore, Hodgfon^ and ThdwaS. 

^. Was there any perfoH who took the chair at that mtiliflt' 

A. Yes, JohnLovettr 

^ Name fome more that were there of the ComjQponding S<>- 
ciety, with whom you was acquainted ? 

A Richter was diere, and there weie moft of themeatesof 
the committee. 

^. Do you know Mr. Hardy I . 

A. Yes. 

^ Was he there ? 

A, Idonotknowwhetherhe was there or not, for Iiintt«pifl 
the long room all the tune. 

^ After you were admittedinto the ground^ did any pevC^ 
take the chair? . . .. , 
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A. Mr. Lovett took the chair foon after I' wAs ift tihe ground ; 
ther^were two ladies I was acquainted with, we wei^t yp into the 
long room, and were locked in, therefore I could not fee <b w^. 

^. Did you hear what was read, or feid, fo as to be able to 
give any account of it, if not I will not purfue it ? 

A, I cannot give any accouut of what was £iid# 

^. Was you prefent afterwards at any meeting of the General 
Committee, or any other conunittee of the London Correfponding 
Society at which the proceedings at Chalk Farm were reported ? 

A. I do not recoUed ever hearing the proceedings sit Chalk 
Farm being reported at a committee. 

^ Nor in the fociety ? 

A, No, becaufe moft of the members heard it there. t 

^. Do you know a place called Robins*s Coffee^boufe, in 
Shire-lane? ^ 

^. Yes. 

^ Is that a {dace at whidi any of the meetings of tbe fociety 
were held? 

A. Divifion, No. 29, mettiiere. 

J^ Did you ufe to attend the meetings of that divifion occafiox^ 
dly? 

A. I did, I was a member of that divifion* 

^. Be fo good as to look at this paper, and tell me whether 
you ever faw any of thefe fort of papers diftributed at Robins's 
CoflTO'houfe, and were any of diem delivered to you by any of 
the perfons you have named ? 

A. I few fome, but not fo large as this, and of a different date, 

i^ Was it the fame fubjed, did it contain die fame expref&ons I 

Mr.ErJkine. I muft objeft to that queftion. 

Mr, Garrow. I muft infift upon the queftion. 

Jdr. Er/kine. I will ftate my objei^ion; the witoefe is afked 
whether he faw that paper, or any paper fimilar to it ? 

Mr. Garrow* That is not the queftion, nor any thing like it. 

Mr, Erjkine, State the queftion then. 

Mr* Garrnxf* The queftion I put was this; whed)er you 
had xecetved a fimilar paper to that at Robins's CoiFee-Houfe i 
To wfaidi you anfwer,^— Not of that fize. 

U 2 A. Not 
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.^ Not at Robins's Coffec-Houfe. 
. ^. Did you ever receive a paper of that fatt any wfaeic T 

*A. Of a different date. 

^. Of die fame contents as that paper ? 

A. Yes ; one ; but not fo large^ 

^ Where did you receive thaty and from vrtiom I 

A. From a periim of the name of Baxter. 

^. From diat Baxter vrhom you: have named^ as a member 
^the LondoHf Corre^n^hg Society? 

Mr. Efjkine. The witnefs (ays, the paper delivered by Baiter 
was not the iame paper as. this ^ and diat it wa>. of a diffisreflt 
date. — ^Does your Lordfhip think the witnefTes £iying,faebdiercs 
the contents of diis to be the fame, makes diis paper evidence? 

Mr^ Garrtw. I iiibmit tiiat, if I propofe to- reMl a psflage 
from Locke, and I (hew the witnefs an o£bivo edidon of LodM^ 
and aik him whether he had read the paiTage in a duodecimo 
edition of the fame author, that it is fufficient evidence, if helMi 
to let me in to read it 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. In order taccmie at that evidencer 
•you would be obliged to lay before the Court ibnie evidcDce, 
that this which you offered was an edition of Mr, Locke's work.— 
The queftion is, whedier ymi have gone £ir enough yet? 

Mr^ErJkine. ExaflJy fo. 

Mr. Garrow^ 1 will afk a few more queAiof!S>-i»you &f 
this paper is not of the fame fixe as the paper you seceivei 
from Baxter ? 

A. Na 

j^. Whatisthedate of thfs paper? 

A. Tuefday, the firft of April. 

^ Did you, at any time, receive a paper from Baxter, of tfc 
£ime contents as that, except the date of the 30th of January^ 
upon a paper of a different fisBe ? 

Mr. Erjkine. What did you do widi that paper ? 

A. It was deftroyed before I was taken into cuftody.* 

Lord Chief Jufti^t Eyre, That paper being deftroyed, die 
witnefs wiU give fudi account of it as he can ; he may either re* 
frcjQi his memory by looking at this paper, oc^ if he can ventur 
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to lay, that this contains in it die fubftance oF die o&er, it maf 
be received, iipon that account, as^ die beft evidence ; eidier way, 
it comes to the fame diing, widi regard to youj Mr. Erlkine, 
and therefore, I think, it is not Wordi mooting. 

Mr» £rjkine. The paper was £ibricated by the fpies who 
fupport die profeciitiolu 

Mr. Attorney General Y^w IhaH iiot&y thai;, till you prove it 

Mr, Erjkine. I fliall prove it. 

Mr. Attorney General. Till you prosre fliat;, you ought not 
to 4ay it; it is a charge ;that ought iiot to 1>e made. 

Lord Chief Juftict Byre. If dierc is any pwnt between you 
wluch ihould be beard, die appeal, to be fure, muft be made to 
the Court. 

Mr. Garrow. I vfHk to God it was^ we fhould fave much 
time and trouble. 

Lsrd aief Juftict Byre. A little iiid«ilgcncie,«Ab0di fides, 
^rould &ve much time and troiiMe. 

Mr. Attorney General. When a paper is produced^ wbich 
]^our Lbrdfliips hdd to be legal evidence to be read^ it muft not, 
and IhaU not be ftated in dns Courts unlefs it is proved, that die 
paper is fslbticated by the ipies who carry on ^ pcoTecution. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. I hope nodiing of that kind has 
been faid, for it was an improper thing to be £udj ajnd^ if it 
dropt j^ipm any iHxly, it was an inadvertent diing. 
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Mr. Garrow. You fiy j6vt iH^hMl one of ihefe fapeis, of 
a difFerent date? • ' ^■ 

A, Yes; dated the 30th of January. 

^ Was Aat Ae ^9x'iaf Jtahxy ipceci^tig^ 

A. Yes. 

^ At what tiMe <fid yeu reoeiiFe iiie paper you had ? 

A* I do not recoiled when it was ; it was fome time ago. , 

S^ Where *d ^u Tcceivc k } 

A. I received it from Baxter, about three months' before 
January. 

^. Three mondis before January? 

A. It was in Oftober or November, I think, I received k. 

^ 'Then, ftppofing it to have been for fome exhibkion, it 
was delivered to you -Aree months before the date, at which die 
thing was to take place ? 

A I rather think it was three mo n dis, or thereabouts. 

J^ After the meeting at CbJk Farm, did you go to Comp- 
ton-ftreet? 

A. I did, in the evening. 

^. What connexion had the place in Compton-ftr^et with 
the fociety ? 

A^ It was where the divifion ufed to nteet at the Coilce* 
Room, 

i^. Did you fop there ? 

A. I did. 

^ How late did you ftay ? 

An Not very late 5 I went away about eleven o'clock. 

J^. Who were the perfons dut were prefent ? 

A. A great number of perfons were prefent. 

^ Were they members ? 

A* I imderftood moft were that came from Chalk Farm. 

J^. Was Mr. Thelwall one ? 

A. He-^was, 

^ Did you, in any of the meetings of the focie^, or its 
committees, receive any information with refpe<^ to arming, in 
^ny W2LY^ except diofe that you have told us about pikes, and 
Franklow's Aflbciation? 

' . U 4 A Ncveii 
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. <iL Never ; not in any.of the divifiom. , 
^ Hadyoufromanyoftbemeiiiber&crf'Aeibcitttyr ^ 

J. I never had. 
J^. Doyoukxfowaperlbnofthenaiiieof Afhly? 

j^. Was he a member of either of the fociedes ? 

A He was* 

^. Had you any information from Aihlyi about tnniiig viA 
pikes? 

J. I never had. 

j^. Do you know a perfon of the name of Joyce? 

J. I have feen him two or three times. 

^ Do you remember any meeting at the Crown and An^) 
upon the fecond of May, in the prefent year? 

-//• I was there. 

^ In what manner were you admitted? 

A. By a ticket- 

J^. By whom was that ticket furniihed to you ? 

A Mr. Joyce. 

J^. Who called him out of the room to give yo^ a ticket? 

A Mr.ThelwalU 

Lord Ckief Jufttce Byn. Was that a dinner ? 

J, The Anniverlary Dinner of the Conftitutional Society. 

^. You was prefent at the dinner at the Globe Taifcm 
like wife? 

A. Yes. 

J^. Do you remember any printed paper being diftribvted 
at that dinner, at ^e Globe Tavern ? 

J. After dinner ^e addreis that had been read in th^monmiK) 
was printed, and diftributed about. 

^ Where had that addreis been read in the mwwg ? 

A. At the Globe Tavern, before dinner^ 

j^. After dinner that was diftributed about, and re^d? 

Ar Not read after dinner ; it bad been r^ befi^re dinner. 

^. W?« ^cre any conversation at that; meeting, with tdjA 
to any troops j ;uiy |Jeffi^ troops, for inftgncc. . 

A. I do not recoiled^ any« 
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J^. I pais diaty and go to the dinner, on die leeond of Sfay, 
at the Crown and Anchor; give us Ibme account of die maimer 
in which that feftival was con4u£bd ; before 1 go to diat, I 
would juft aik you as to die dinner at die Globe Tavern; jk>u 
do not recoiled die circumftance of any paper, refpe6Hng the 
Ifeffian troops, there, do jou ? 

J. I do not recoiled any. 

. ^. Do you recoiled any paper diat refpeded die difFerent 
pardes, as they are called, in this country; die Ins and OutSj as 
they are called there f 

A Notdiere. 

J^, Whcredicn? 

J. I faw one of thofe pliers at dMB Three Tuns, on Snow«HilL 

^ At a diviiion meeting i 

^ Yes. 

^ Whenwasdiat? 

uf« I do not recoiled when it was. 

^ Before or after die 20di of January ? 

JL I think it was after die 2odi of January. 

j^. You was not prelent at Robins's Cofiee-Houfe, when 
Mr. Yorke made a fpeedi diere? 

^. I was not. 

^. Do you know a perfon of the name of Hodgibn? 
* ^ Hodgfixi} dfte Audior, I know. 

^ Did you ever receive any printed paper from Hodjgfon, 
die Printer, in B^ Yard, or Lovett ? 

jf. No; I never did. 

^ H^ve you b^en prefenty at any time^ at Mr. Thelwall't 
jLedure, in Beaufort Buildings ? 

jf. Yes; I have been. 

^ Was it permitted to any body to take notes of his Ledure? 

J. I do not know. 

^. Did it ever happen to you to be prefent, v/hcn any perfons 
diat were doing fO| were interrupted I 

'}ioi Ifiever was. 

J^ You have tdd us of your appliortion to Mr^ Ha^dy^ on 

the 
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dseHit^ed -of pikes.; what money vm tp 6epat4 3oOTi fgr fbok 
fifcw? . . ■ 
• v/- One flrilling. 

^ What vras Ibftt to include ? 
. >/. To be fent to Sheffield for die blade. 

^ When the blades were finifhedj-tt^Mft was tobedone Art? 

^. Any perfon might put in the fhdifes dm MftuiK^AHiem. 

^ Doyoukhowaperlbnof tbeiiame-i3f Gofliftgf ' 
-. ^. Yes; I do know him. 

^ And another perfon of the name of HiUilrf 

J. Yes. . . ■: ■ ■ - 

J^. Had you any converfation, at any time, «r aiV|f ifdflriijbai 
fixjm Goilmg> upcMi the fubje^ of pikes t ' - - ■ ■ 

A. No ; I never had inftruftions 6«Mivi3t>fliag^ 

J^. Was he a member of the fociety ? 

A. I believe he was; Gofling and HilKer cafiVfr'ifr tny-fiKbtf's 
houfe on the Monday Hardy was takeii iiiU>^<trflod|)r. 

^. Was any meeting appointed '^to tdce plic« tefen^ «- 
fpefting pikes ? 

; J/.' It rwas spt)ointed for the Friday before Mt. Httfdy ins 
taken up; it was afterwards poftponcd for ^another Week. 

J^ What was the purpole of that meeting diat ims loiaTC 
been held on the Friday \ ' 

A, As many perfons as .chofe were to have put down tt^ 
|R6n6y for .pikes, 

^. Where was that meeting to have been held? 

A, In Qreen Harbour Court. 

• • ^ Was Aat one of tjie houfes wh^rc the meetings^ of Ac 
divifions had been held ? 

A. They had been held there; but it was to-be a general 
ihecting then. 

^ That meeting was poftponed, and, in the intdriin, on the 
.JMonday, they qame to you ? 

A. Yes. • ■• 

4>. Was it before you knew of Hardy'« being apprehcnW 
•«• aftcrwardsi diat they c^e to you;? 

• ..i ^. Thcjr 
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rfaey came to ine h^&xc I knew Mr. Har^ was appre- 
; for while they were in the houfe, I was informed of k 
rrioR who came there. 

What was the fiiQEi to be dq>o{ited by each member? 
3ne (hilling. 

What was to be fiirnilhed for that ? 
\ blade, .and iu>tbmg ekb. 

Where were thoy to ^qcwcq the refidue ^ make the pike 
£lual inftrument? 

rhey were to get 4ial; where they thought proper. 
While they were with you, informat;iou came that JVfr. 
was appfcheoded? 
fes. 

What (brt of 'Wood were the (hs^s to he made of? 
! do not know; fir was f:$commend!e$iiA the letter, I ^^iok. 
[n confequence of that recommendation, were aaa^ dihers 
ed? 

Sto, I had one. , ^ , 

Where did you ^et that? ... ■ "• 

' made that myfelf, . ..^ . . . 

Was any oUervatioa made i^pon it ? 
Motthat-I recoiled. ' ■\ 

We faw one here juft now, in which the blade ^iftls.^ed 
(haft ; was yours of that conftrudian i 
Mo. 

Look at that; is that the (haft of your-s,? 
ifcs. 

The fliaft only ? 
Ffae (haft only. 
Is the blade there? 

^Oy the blade was made to fcrew into the top* 
What is become of the blade of your's I 
3eftroyed. 
When ? 

before I was taken into cuftod^\ 
How long before ? 
[)n the Wednefday befprc, 

5 ^ Was 
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. ^ Was it before or after you was informed diat ffardymft 
taken into cuftody ? 

A. After I was informed that Hardy was taken into ciiftod)r. 

^ How happened fliat to be deftroycd? by iR^iofe advice? 

A. Bynobodjr's. 

^. Why did you deftroy it? 

A. Becaufe I was afraid of its being^ound upon in& 

.:l^. Do yon know of any other reprefentation by magic lantern, 
or other, that was ufed as conne^d ¥ddi diis fubjeA ? 

^. I had a magic lantern of my own» which I produced ID 
<hew Mr, Gofling. 

^. You mean Gofling, one of the menAers ? 

A* Yes. 

J^. Was Aere any conne Aion between tot entertaiiung it^ 
p&ratus, andtheobje^ofyour Ibcie^? 

^. No. 

^. What was it to reprefent ? 

A It was die property (^ Monf, Chauv^n^ tliere was Aeds^ 
!(tru£Honof the Baftille and beheading of tiie Governor painted en it. 

^ Was that your property ? 

^. Yes, it is in the meflcnger's houfe now. 

^. You iktd you knewa perfon of die name of HHUer ? 

A. Yes. 

^. Do you know whether he had any pijce ? 

Af. I underftood he had. 

J^. Was that di Ae fiune conftnt&ion as your's, or of a dif- 
fercnt conftru£lion ? 

A. It was of a difierent onjc. 

^. Was he one of the per&ns at your houfe to urtiom yon 
fliewed your pike the day of Hardy's apprdienfion ? 

A. He was, 

^; Do you know vrhere HiUier's pike had been conftrudedf 

A, I do not. 

yohn Edwards. 
Crofs-examined by Mn Erjkine. 
^ How long before you was apprehended was you a member 
of thb Correfponding Society ? 

4 i£ I 
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J. I became a tfieihter of the CorrefpondTng Society lail Julf 
was a twelvemondi. 
. J^ You (aid yott.inade a pike for yourfelf ; what trade are youi 

A. A filvcrfmith. 

^. When did you make that pike for yourielf ? 

A. I think it was in March* 

^. What year I 

A. 1794. 

^ How long had you been in the fociety at the time yoo 
flMde that pike I 

A. From July 1793. 
• ^ For what purpofe did you make it ? 
' A I had heard a perfon of the name of Yorke tihat had jufir 
nentioiied, one night in company where I was, after one of the 
divifions broke up at Robins's C<tfee-bouie» that they had 
pikes at She£Seld, and I made that. 

^ But hearing that there were pikes at Sheffield^ why fhould 
that induce you to make a pike for yourfelf^ you muft have had 
fixDC juotive in you own mind for it? 

A. I underftood fome of the members were pjcoviding themr 
ielves with arms, and I made that for myfelf* 

^ For idiat purpofe f 

A. In cafe there fhould be any illegal difperfion of the meetings^ 

Mr. Erjkine. Had you heard of any threats having been made 
life of at Sheffield? 

A No, I had not ; but it was juft at the time the Heffian troops 
were landed without the confent of the Parliament. 

^ You have die misfortune to be in thecuftody of a mefTen* 
ger, but it does not follow that you have been guilty of any offence ? 

A. That (hould be the cafe, or I fhould not have been taken up 
by a warrant for treafonable practices. 

^ Had you any intention of making life of that pike againft 
die government of the country ? 

A. Not againft the government of the country^ 

^ No fuch intention at all ? 

A. None, 

J^. When you went to Mr. Hardy, whajt did.yiPM go for ? 

A. I afked 
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.. ^ I zH^d him if he was going tofend to Sheffietc^ and would 
inclofe a few lines for me to fome perfon at Sheffield^ that couM 
forg^ the blades for fome pikes, that fevend members of the fodety 
wiflied to have them. 

^. Did youfpeak toanym^nbers of die focietydiat wanted Aem? 

jf. Not before. 

J^. Did you, after that, fpeak to fome members of the (bcktjr 
that did want them ? 

jf^ Several fpoke to me about ^ern. 

^ Did you underftand them, that they wanted tfa/ein for tbc 
feme reafon as you wanted them i 

A, I undcrftood fo. 

^ From any thing that paffed between you and any of Ac 
members of the London Correfponding Society, for whom yoi 
were difpofed^ through Mr. Hardy's affiftance, to get dirediom 
to perfons at Sheffield, had you any reafon to believe that thqr 
wanted the pikes for a rebellion againft the government and 
magiftracy of the land ? 

A, Not for a rebellion againft the government; not againft anf 
legal power that might be fent to difperfe them. 

^ But if you were attacked without the authority wiiidi the 
law confers upon magiftratcs, you thought you had a right to 
defend yourfelves ? 

A, Yes, juft fo. 

^. You thought very right ; you appear to have given a vciy 
fair account ; I believe that in confequence of that you made a pro- 
pofttion in one of the divifions where fixtcen perfons were prefent? 

A. That was long before I had the direction fix)m Mr. Hardy. 

^. What was the reafon of your making the propofition it 
that time ? 

A. Becaufe there had been great oppofition fhewn to ri» 
Ijietrtings before that time. 

i^. Had any infults been offered to any of the members ^ 

A, There was ; at a divifion I was prefent at in Rotherbitbe, 
two of the Police officers came in, they wanted to know what they 
wanted ; they (aid they came to fee if there were any men fit fbr 
bis Majefty's f^rvico. 

^ Weif 
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. j^ Wenr ^at diat time doing anf thing) or' wefe tlie people 
uho were there, doing any thing- that your own con(cieiices1ug« 
gefted to ^1^ txx be vrong ? . . ; . 

Mr, AHimty-GitiiraL Is tkat a queflion fO be aOced i 

Mr. Erjtine^ I fiiyit i« iub^d6^ to bis Lordibip's opinion: 

Mr. Attorney -General. Be fo good to fay why ? 

Mr^ Srfltitti^ Ifliould be Very glad to hear why it is noi 

Mr. Attorney General. They may do a<^ their own coni*^ 
fciences may diink right'; but that does not make them legal. 
• Mr. Erjkin^ That i^ the reafon I fhalt put the ^uoftim 
that imj I a man may know what his confcience is, diough he 
may not know what the law is. 

- L%rd Chief Jujlite £yre. Being upon a profe-examination, I 
tiiink be may be afked whether he at the time apprehended that 
the thing which he was doing was lawful or unlawful — whether 
jt wad ib> or noc^ will not depend upon his apprehenfion, but it 
may -go to Ae general evidence he gives-^t may operate one 
way orotkef'-'if he ha& done an tUeg^ thing, but innocently,, if 
be i» brought ad a vmiiefs, he may be afli||l to that; what the 
eflfed of it jvill be^ I do not know> 

A. At the very time that the people came in to dlfpcrfe usy we 
were r^ing the addre&from Mr. Pitt and the Duke of Rich- 
mond at -the Thatehed Houle tavern* 

Lord 0>ief Juftice £yre^ Was it more «? lefs legal uport 
that account ? 

Mr. Erjkine. Certainly not. 

Mr. Attorney GeneretL So fer, that if die confcience of the 
. witnefs is to decide it, I oumot help thinking it may be more or 
lefs legal. 

Aff* Erjkine. I Wifb it to be underftood I am no advocate 
for the coniaence of the Duke of Richmond nor Mn Pitt. 

LoYd Chief* Jujlice Eyre. It is certainly true; but this is 
rathef: tdb grave ^ occafloii for fuch an obfervation. 

Mr. Attorney General It is not a proper occafion for diis frippery. 

Air. irfltine. t fay that ts hot a proper expi'effiom 
'Mr.Aii9t^niy'GenereiLl'w\\\YefeaX'^. 

Mr. Erjkine. You will not rqpeat k any wlieie*elfe^ 

Lord 
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. Lord ChufJuJUci Eyre. TheGendemeftlhopcwill recoOea 
that they are upon a folemn trial, 

Mr. Erjkine. I diink it is really hard upon me iqxm ditsib- 
lemn trial, that I ihould be eternally aflailed by diefe Gendemen, 
when J have the arduous taik of extra&ing the trudi firom dde 
witneffes. 

Lord Onefjujiice Eyre. If any perfon were difpoCed (whidi 
I dare (ay no one is) to give you any interruption, it would be 
my duty to preferve order, and take care you fhould be per« 
mittad to go on in your buiinefs without interruption; but it is 
impoiEble the caufe can go on, unlefs die Gendemcn at the bar 
will a litde underftand one another, and by mutual fbrbcaranoe^ 
affift one another— you are a litde too apt to break out, and I 
diink there has been a litde inclination fcmietimes to obfenre 
more upon diat than the occafion calls for. 

Mr. Attorney General As &r as came from me, I am (brry ftir ic; 

Mr. Erjkine. I will repeat the queftion, if I have your Lord- 
fhip's liberty to put it, die objedion being over-ruledw-^At di( 
time you were oppc^ in this manner, were you doing any dung 
which in your apprehenfion, or your mind, was wrong ? 

A I was not 

j^. From anything that you (aw or heard from thofe perfimi 
with whom you aflbciated, did you colled diat they intended t/> 
make a different ufe of the pikes than that for vdiich you had made 
your own ? 

y/. I did not. 

^ You fdid you made a propofitlon which was negatived by 
the Committee, or whoever it was, when fifteen perfons were 
-pfefcnt; what was the propofition you made? 

A. \l was about forming another Society upon die fame prin- 
ciple as that at Lambeth, but no perfon would fecond it. 

J^. When you made diat propofition to have a Society upon 
the fame footing as that at Lambeth, what did j^ou cqnceive-dttt 
Society to be ? 

^. It bore the name of the Loyal Lambedi Aflbciation, dnt 
was the fame as that I n>eant to form in ca(b there fliouId.be any 
illegal difpcrfion of the meetings. 

4 If 
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j^. If you had underftood that Lambedi AiTociatlon to 
have been of perions difpofed to oppofe the magiftracy of thd 
country^ fliould you have niade'tfaat propofition ? 

A. I fliould not. 

j^ And yet, though you made that propofition^ It was hot 
aflented to? 

j^ Do you remember the prifbner laying any thing about 
tbat? 

^ No; Z do not remember his faying any thing of it 

J^ Have you feen him at any of thofe meetings \ 

A. Yes, at my divifion feveral tiqies* 

J^ , How did he deport himfelf \ 

A In a very quiet manner J I never heard him fpeak in any of 
the divifions not once. 

^ Did he ap|>ear to be a man of a turbulent diipofition I 

A. No) quite a different man. 

J^ Do you recolle£l any expreffions he has ufed in any of 
Ac meetings diat led you to think him a^^uiet, well-meaning 
aian? 

A I always underftood he was fo ; I never heard him make 
liife of an improper expreffion fince I was in the fociety. 

J^ Did you ever hear Mr. Hardy make any propofition for 
4rm8 or pikes I 

A Never. 

^ Was you ever prefent when any propofition of that fort 
1^ made, when he aflented to it, or encouraged it ? 

A. I never was prefent and heard any thing of die kind men- 
tioned, 1>ut what was mentioned by me in the (hop, and no per- 
ton was pre&nt but Mr. Hardy and myfelf. 

^ Did any thmg more pafs between Mr. Hardy and you than 
what you have mentioned here ? 

A. No more. 

^ Did you tell Mr. Hardy that pu had made a pike ? 

if. I did. 

^ Did you tell him for what purpofe you had made it ? 

A I did not tell him for what purpofe. 

\VoL.II. X ^tU 
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^ tie knew you was a member of the ibciety ? 

A Yes. . 

^ This bill that has been talked of, upon what occaficn £i 
Baxter give it you ? 

A He gave it to two or diree perfons| I aiked him to {ire 
me one. 

^ Why did you a(k to have a thing of that fort, fo pcrfcfily 
indecent, abfiird, and ridiculous ? 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. If you had added infamous, it would 
have been quite proper--it fliould not be mentioned without 
fome term that ftrongly expreiles deteftadon-~an(l lidicu^ it 
not enough ; I am fure you think io* 

Mr, Erjkine. I certainly do think fo G ive me leife to 
a(k, how you came to aik for a bill of that defcriptpn i 

A. I iaw it at a difhmce, and could not read it; I wiflied to 
iatisfy my cudofity, and afked Baxter to give noue one. 

^. His Lordihip having given a proper epidiet tjo this biO, 
as a deteflable thing,: did you ever hear any thing p^s from any 
member of the fociety, and more efpecially from i^ pritboer, 
which leads you to conclude that he would approve of a thing of 
ti)at nature ? 

A. No. 

^ Did you ever hear aoy exprdEon pals in Ae cqurfe of Aeir 
meetings that would lead you to believe they would think other' 
wife of the bill than his Lordihip and I have now expreflcd our 
fcmiments upon it ? 

A. I h^ard another perfon on the fiime ni^ £iy, it «tt in 
infamous thing, and too bad to be countenanced; it was only 
given to two or three. 

J^ Have you any reafon to believe the prifoner was apquaiatBil 
with, conneded with, or had feen that bill \ 

A. I do not believe he had ever feen it; I have no- rafon 19 
know that he had ever feen it» 

^ From what you had an opportunity of obforving of tk 
prifoner at the bar, do you believe he would have eaooun^* 
bill of that defcription ? 

^ I do not believe any fuch thing. 

4 7* 
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John EivJatds. 

Re-extoimcd ty Mr. Gfarroio^ 

!^. Wi3i fefped to this infamous bill, which was confiaercd 
lb by diofe who received it; you received it ia a diyi&onoieet-* 

j/. Not at a diviiibn meeting. ; ; 

*^. Vbu received it from a member oif the divifion ? 

jf. Not at that divifion» • r- 

j|K From a member of die Correfponding Society, Baarter ? 

Jl. It was, . . 

^. Three months before die date mentioned in it, the 30th 
W January? 

jf. Near three months. 

•j^. Now with refpeft to its abfurdity and folly, having feen 
two or three delivered to different perfons, you afked for one ? 
' J. I did 

J^ That was not precifely the fame bill that has been deli- 
vered to-day i 

A. Not the fame ; not io large* 

^ This is a fubfequent one, larger, and of another date ? 

A. It is. 

^ That purporting to be an entertainment on the 30th of 
January — this purporting to be on the firft of April fucceeding ? 

jf. Itis, 

^ You did not form any pike for yourfelf, until after you had 
lieard from Mr» Yorke, that the fociety at Sheffield were prepar- 
ing.pikes for tfaemfelves I 

A I heard Mr, Yorke mention one night at the divifion, tibat 
the people at Sheffield had got pikes ? 

. ^ Was it Mr. Yorke's intimation of what had paiTed at 
^fieffield, that led you to apply to Mr, Hardy for a diredion to 
procure pike blades from that town ? 

A* No, I went of my own accord. 

^ What induced you to go to Mr. Hardy for a direftion to 
a perfon at Sheffield, who would forge the blades for fom^ 
pikes? 
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A. Becaufc I underftood Mr, Hardy knew who were the 
pcrfons, or the fecretary of the fociety at SheflSield would know 
who were the perlbns to whom I could fend. 

J^. If I underftand you right, the particular occafion upon 
ivhich theie pikes ivere to be made, was upon the landing of 
Heffian tr66ps without the tonfent of Parliament ? 

A. Not upon that occafion, I faid I made it jufl: at the time 
that the Heffian troops were landed without confent <rf Par- 
liament 

^ Then your making pikes had not any relation, I take for 
granted, to the landing of die Hei&an troops widiout confefitof 
Parliament; I miftook you when I took it fo ? 

Ai Not .in confequence of their being landed, 

^. Nor at all connefted with diat ? 

A. No; I only iaid I made it at that time. 

^ Did you know that the Sheffield Society, which was in 
correfpondehce with youj: fociety, had publi(hed a refolution, 
" that the landing of Heffian troops in this country (a ferocious 
** and unprincipled horde of butchers) without confent of Par- 
^ liament, has a fufpicious and alarming appearance ; is contrary 
«* to the fpirit of our conftitution, and deferving of the nudked 
** indignation of every Englilhmaft; that it is high time to be 
^ upon our guard, fmce thefe armed monfters may in a moment 
** be let Idofe upon us ?" 

A. I do not recolleft that 

^. Do you venture to fay that you never heard of that at Aat 
time from Mr, Yorke ? 

A. Not at that time. 

^. How foon did pu hear of that refolution from the SheiSeld 
Society ? 

A, Not for fome time after. 
- ^. Upon your oath, was your pike completed before you heard 
of it in your divifion meetings? 

A. No, it was not 

j^. Upon your oath will you venture to fey you began to 
ftiake it before that communication from Sheffield was made to 
your fociety? 

A. No;- 
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^. No ; I had not begun it. 

^. Then I believe I was right in what I took down, that 
your making that pike was becaufe Heifian troops were landed 
-without the confent of Parliament? 

A, I did not make it on that account, but I nmde It juft at 
the time. 

^ Did you make it foon after Yorke had communicated disk 
die ShefEeld Society had come to ipirited refoludoos upon land- 
iiig fliofc troops ? 

A. I never heard him (ay any thing upon that fubje^. ... 

^ Where did you hear it ? . , 

A. I learnt it from a book that I purchafed at Eaton's (hop; 

^. At Eaton's Ihopin Newgate-ftreet, die Cock and ^wiae ? 

A, Yes. 

•?• Was Eaton a member of one of your focieties ? 

A* He was. . . * 

^ This vras to prevent any illegal dI4>erfion of your iociety \ 

A It was. 

^ Hpw lo^g i*«a4 your fociety met In General Meetings and 
in Secret Committees without die ule of pikes, or the fabrication^ 
of any, antecedent to the refolutions at Sheffield as to landing ' 
Heffiar^ troops ? 

A. I fuppofe for two years, 

^. Had you n>et with any interruption whatever, in youjr 
mee^gs^ ex<?ept diat which you have named of two Police Of- 
ficers, coming into die public-houfe, and ftating diat diey wanted 
to fee if diere were any men fit to ferve his Majefty ? 

A A divifion in 3unhill-row was often interrupted by the 
Police Officers. 

J^. Had you met widi any interruption in your general meet- 
ings, committees, or fecret committees, except from peac« 
officers ? 

A. No. 

Samuel TFiUiam (fwom.) 
Examined by Mr. Bower. 
^ What are you ? . 
.A A jgun engraver. 

X 3 SU^^ 
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'^ Do you know the prifdner at the bar, IVfr. Hardy?- 
^.. Yes, I dp. 

^. po you know a perfoij ojf the name of Franklow ? 

Jfi I do. 

^ Where did you firft meet with Franklow? 
'A At his own hoiife. 

J^. Did you ever fee him atthe prifoncr's.? 
'J.Vp. '/' 

^ Wcfe Hardy and Frantlow together at any tii^ie whci^ 
you few thcp i 

A. Never. 

^ W^s, Franklow a member of the Londdn Correfppodv^ 
Spcie^, or the Society for Conftitutiorj^il Info^fpution ? 

\/^ Of the London CorrefpbridiiTg Society. 

^. Did F^ranklow^cver apply to you to make any arms ,ibr 
him? 

A. Yes. 

J^. About what time f 
, A. I canngt bp pofitive to the time.. 

^ Wwypii a mepiber of the. Londo^. Cox7f(pQnd|pg^ 
Society? 
^'A. Yes. 

^ Upon what occafion did you become a member of it ? 

A. The firft inducement I had of being a member of , the 
Londoa Correlponding Society, was by feeing an adverdfb- 
merit in the Daily Advertifer from th^ London Correiponding 
Society, 
. ^ About what time ? 

• jf. In the laft year; about the middle of the year, 

^ You became a member, in what manner ? 

A I law an advertifementin the Daily Advertifer of a general 
meeting to be held in the Strand; I faw that tickets of ad- 
mifSon were to be had of Thomas Hardy, Secretary to the Gor- 
refponding Society, No. 9, Piccadilly. I went to him ; he uh 
formed me that it was not cuftomory to give tickets to any but 
fuch as were members of the fock'ty, which I told him 1 wau5 
not; we had fome further conver&tion. 

iesWtat 
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I ^. WSafwtttBatfifrdierconvcifition? 

^. It was £mi^tfais^ cohcemihg a Refbrni in PaBbmatot} ]r 
cannot relate the converfation* 

. ^ Do yoirimean to" iay' dieftibjed of the amveriatldn ;^u 
bare' deftrriiidl; t^^ to fta^ ytboii the objed of the fiadetf 
Vas ? 

-A: £t was ittr af Refprar i)n ParfJambnt, 

^. Did Hardy tell you fo ? 

jf. Yes; he gare me onb of tfieJtiondoto Cont^picmdijtig So- 
(jet/s adchleffts whichrthfey hadpiibliftied; I garettup adi oider 
jbratpair cfi flpdes; the riext time I w^tf tcrhi^'houfe I had thtf 
Ihoes-nrl told him I was in the lin^'of ^Qiiig^^ giin^ if hft kilt^ 
any perfon that wanted fuch things', I fh<ii0\fe obiigcd to him 
if he would recommend me; he told me h^' ^^ i%t kbow any 
• peribn, if he heard of any perfon be wouM'^-let i^e krioW j the 
next tim&i yKftv t6* his'h6u^ he told' me-^ tcrbfilfg^ a ^n\uid 
the price, which I did, 

^ How long was that after yoti had fitftfecllhfati? 

jf. About a fortnight or thril^rWtdtR^I toiok a gUii'tohkn, 
whidihefold, 

^ 04'yoar.^cc«Aitortiis? 

^. On my account. I gave him an order for a pair of bo6t^ 
which 'temadtt os^ arid told ifi^ tdbrtiig tifixi or diteef more g'uns, 
which he fold likewife, and one gun was in YiH houfe, ivhiith'WMf 
pever fddy whic^' I never wai pdid kit: 

Jgj. Do ytto'kflwr a perfon.csf tbe^ iia<ri6 of ^ SptXitt ? 

j/, I did, I iaw him once. 
. ^ Was he a membfer of tlie London QorrefpohAitgiSiiietj^? 

vf. I never hadianj^ c6nverad6A >fri A hifa ill ■ lAyU^^ 

^ Where did hft live? 

^. In Ifittfe'Tumftlle; Holbwh. 

^ Did you eyerfeeFraridoWtftere? 

jf. i;did;' 

^ Upon what occaiion did you go to Spei^ce'shoufe i 

u£' To inih-uS; perfens^ in th^ mstn^ bxercife. 

^ At 'whok requisft did'yoa' g6 to Speiv:e'8 hdu^ I 

^ \^< jdte ric^eft of Mr. FhdkioW^ 
.:..r \ X 4 ^ How 
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'^ How many peribns did you fee in Mr. Spence's famife ibC 
Sirere afiTembled for tbe purpofe of learning tbe manual lexerdfei 

-//• Four or five. 
. J^ Do you mean to fay that you fiiw four or five at onetknc^ 
or diat four or five were all you £kw, at all the ttnaes you ve» 
tiiere ? 

jf. I fuppofe there might be fix or feven, at all the times Ims 
Acre? 

^. In what part of the hottfe did they exercife ? 

^. la a room up ftairs^ I believe, a two pair of ftain mm, 
but I am not pofitive whether a one or two pair c£ ftairs iQoni& 
it was a final! triangular room«. 

^. Forward or backward i 

A. I believe, forward* 

^ At what time? 
. ^. Between the hours of eight and ten in the eveningk 

^ At what time of the year? 

A. Going on tQwards Chriftmas^ 

^. It was of courfe dark then \ 

A. It was, 

^. Did you exercife them by ca^idle light ia the room ? 
.i^. Yes. 

. J^ Where there any fiiut(;ers to die windows or cujstains^ or 
were the windiows open ? 

A I believe there were curtains, but I cannot be pc^dve^ 

^. Was there anybody elfc but yourfelf to exercife tbenu 

A* No, there was not. 

§^ Did you zfk t;hen as the perfon to teach them their exercife^ 
ferjeant or corporal, or whatever it might be ? « 

^. Idid. 

^. What night m the week was it that you ufed to meet? 

A* I believe it was on a Tburfiiay night, 

^. Who intifoduqed you at firft to the London Corre^ndiog 
Society ? , 

A. I told Mr. ^ardy that I (hould be glad to become a mem- 
ber of the Loiulon Correfponding Society, but did not )eC0^ 
aiiy perfon to introduce me,^ he. 9ame4 feveral pedbms but I did 

not 



f 313 ) 

Hot know either of them, he faid he would prep6k me, it was 
upon his propofition that I became a member of the Londoa 
Correfponding Society. 

Lard Cbiifjtiftici Eyre. How foon after your firft meeting 
Hardy, did you become a member i 

jL It might be a fortnight or three weeks, I cannot be pofi- 
live. 

Mr. Bower. Did you know any thing of a fociety called the 
Loyal Lambeth Afibdation ? 

A. Ycs^ that was the affiliation to which diofe people be* 
JcMgcd* ■-.•■■. 

^ Did you ever go to Lambeth to exercife them f 

A. I wept to Mn Franklow's boufe. 

^ Where did he live? 

A At Na I, China Walk, Lambeth. 

^ How did you find where his houfe was ? 

A. When I went to Mr. Hardy's, one night, he gave me Mr* 
FrankloVs card, and told me, that he was going to raife an Aflb- 
ciation, and wanted fome perfon to fupply them with arms. 

J^. How ioon after yoii h^d been introduced to Hardy was 
that? 

A, It mi^t have be^ fix weeks or two months, I cannot fiiy« 

^. In confequence of that> did you get a card or addrefs from 
H^dy to Franklow? 

A. I had a card. 

^ When did you go to Franklow's houfe ? 

A. It was two or threci fights after I was at Hardy's. 

J^. Did you find the fame people there that you met at 
Spence's, or were they different people ? 

A. Different people. 

^ What did you dp when you went to Franklow's, as to the 
people you met there ? 

A They were then reading over the articles* 

J^ What articles? 

A. The articles of the L*ambeth Affociation. 
« ^ Do you happen to know whether the Lambeth AiTocia- 
tion was cooipolcd of inhabitants of Lambeth ? 

A No, 
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/. No, ii^gmmU 

^ What iMis the nam&they game diemlelTer ^ .-.^ . . 

jf. The Loyal Lambeth Aflbciation. 

^' It wsis not cpmpoM of inhaHitaiztr of LaiiibHl^'i|il6it£^1 

j/. Not entirely. 

^ Who were inhabitants of Lambeth^ that jroa^ibpew df4B| 
^ociation — Franklow liyed there ? 

^ Yes.. . ■ . . ■..-■■. 

^ Who elfe do you know of ttott alRy ialiqtii^ l^9itwi(if^ p^ 
rifhioilcjn^ orinh^bkaniarof Lambedif* . . « . , .,/ . 

Jn I cannot fay I know any^ I did not know where ^ pBopk^ 
lived. . . ^ 

^. How often might y^J attend at FiatiJdcKliir^ forthfe pMr« 
pofe of difciplining thefe men ? . . 

J. Mr. Franklqw himfelf difclplilie^' them air hk oirtiifatufe. . 

^ Did you hap^iento ksiow, by: ai>y mduis^ him nam;^ tHbre 
vere of : Laoibcthc people, that v^, i^-^ {:aBnbedi!'A'Batia-i 

w/. I dp^iMt'knaw. 
: . J^.\D^yiW'happ^ ^ knofw, fionl FrftnidawyopanjiMrft dfan^ 
whether they had applied to any m^iftrate, or had applied {or 
^yiaothiirity tob^ldthis Lo^al'Lambeth^Al^^ . 

• Ai Thbf*had]n«^ tomy'loipirfedge,. 

^ How many niufkets di4 you yourfelf fopiiljr'fiaiintli^ v(r <^ 
this aflbciation ? 

jf. Eleven. 

^ By whofe dire£Uo;i did you £kppiy thofe<eleiren m^ftdaj 

^ Ml^ Franklow^s. 

^ Who paid you for dieno^ ? 

J. Mr. Franklow. 
' ^ Fi>rallof thcih? 

->/. For all but one. 

J^ What were the arms^ giwsj or what f 

A Mulkets. 

^ Had you any orders or intimaiaon given tc^: you, wbetiis 
ot no any more- arms would be wanted for the uibof "tfiiit a&i 

elation ? . . ^ 

j/. Thcit 
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A. There wcr^ to have, been fixty. 

^ Do y6u know for what pui;pQf<^ that t»ambcth Aflfeqiatfew\ 
V^s formed? 

A. According to the articles, i^ was in. cafe ■ ^ 

^. Look at thefe, and tell ^^ whether ihofe are the artidei^ 
pf their aflbci^tion ? 

A, Thofe were the articles. 

One of the Jury. Were thefe'fuscee's,? 

A. They were all mulkets, 

Mr* Bower. Were, there any. bayonets ? 

A. Muikets, with fteel raovners, and .bayonets, con^filctck 



{The Preamble to the Articles read.) 
^ Rule^j Articles and Regulations -y to be.obferved hy the Mfm** 
" hers of the Loyal Lambfth AJfociation. Lfindon: Printed* 
^ for thf Society^ iygZ. 
f? Whereat the fear of, invafipn, and civil aHiu^orion^ haym 
** alarmed feveral of the inhabitants of this parifli and it9* 
". vicinity, we h^ye thQ^^t.fir9p^:to^fo^^*o\urf<flve9Tmto a 
^ inilitiiry aiTociatiop, to be diftingniflju^dbythejidpicr^ of the» 
^ toyql Lambeth Jffociafiom .vaaxtGd for th^ defeneb of thcir» 
, ^ couijitry, liyes and property; and againft aH; fubverters, and^ 
" levellers of peace and. good order | ever ready to .ftep for- 
** ward in, .the aboye.cafe when called upon, within the paciih* 
^ of St. Mary's, Lambeth." 

Afr. Bower. Where did you fey Spence^ houfe wa9i 

A. In Little Turjiftile, Holborn. 

^ That was the place wh^e thefe. aiTociatioQSj of the pariftr 
of Hambeth, met 

A. Part of them J and part of them met at Jobh Shelmerdine'^. 
■ J^. Where is John Shelmerdine's ? 

A. Near the Borough, in Southwark. 

^ Do you happen to know whether there was a fingle per- 
Ion, that was difciplined, either at Franklow's or Spencc's, who 
was not a member of theXondon CorrefpQndiug. Society i 

^. - 1 really cannot infonxi you. 
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.^ Were all that you knew members of that fociety ? 
* Ay I ncVermade that enquiry. 
Mr. Erjkine. We wifli to have the articles reaA 



« Rulesy Articles^ (^c. 
« Art. I. This Affociation fhall confift of one Captain, one 
•* Lieutenant, one Enfign, a Serjeant-Major, three SeijeautSi 
«* three Corporals, Sixty Rank and File, two Drummers and 
« Fifers^ 

" Art. II. Every perfon propofed and recommended, fball 
^ be nidneda week previous to his introdu£Hon, and well knowu 
** by the member who recommends him. 

** Art. Ill, Every member fhall pay weekly into .the hands 
•* of the Treafurer (chofcn out of the Aflbciation) the iiim cf 
« One Shilling and Sixpence, for purchafmg ArmSy and Accom- 
** trements, as likewife towards defraying the incidental expences 
^ of this Affociation, the fubfcriptions to be leffened when the 
^ above Articles are purchafed, 

<* Art. IV, The Officers are all de£Uvc qu^uterly, sis likc- 
*♦ wife a Committee of feven members, the Committee tp |C- 
" gulate the internal affairs of the Affociation^ . the Serjeant- 
*f Major and Treafurer are not eleftive quarterly, but hold 
*' their office during pleafure of the members of this Aflbciadoiii 
^s and at all times while in office, are members of the CoQunit* 
*' tec, over and above the feven members ballotted out of the 
« Affociation, 

*' Art. V. As the proteftion of public and private pro- 
" perty is the objed of this Afibciation, we hereby engage to 
^ ftep forth in cafe of fire, tumults, commotions, and riots, but 
*^ not beyond the Parifh of St. Mary's, I^ambeth, 

♦' Art. yi. The uniforms of this Affociation, is a blue 
<' coat lappelled, fcarlet collar, plain gilt buttons, white waift- 
" coat, nankeen breeches, white ftockings, half-black gaters, 
*^ black ftock, cocked hat and cockade. 

" Art. VII, As the further objeft of this Aflbciation^ is the 
*•* encouragement of its members in their different callings, it 
" is tljerefore refolved, that fuch articles as are ufed by this Af- 

" fociatioft 
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^ focjation, to be had of its members, and when two ot more 
** members are of one profefEon to be equally divided. 

" Art. VIII. That fwords, eppulets, iafhes, and fw6rd* 
^ knots ; be purchafed out of the flock of the Aflbciation, for 
" the ufe of officers. 

" Art. IX. That this Aflbciatlon have four Quarterljr 

* Meetings, viz. the firft Monday after the four regular quar* 
^ ters; when the Officers and Committee, are to be chofen: 
^ Audit the Treafurer's accounts, and other neoeffiiry bufmefs, 

^ Art. X. As no Armourer is to be appointed to this 
^ Aflbdation, every member ihall keep his own- Piece, and 

* Accoutrements clean. 

^ Art. XL That the place of Meeting be in obT netu: ifa^ 
^ Town of Lambeth, in as commodious a place as can^ be 
.** procured. 

** Art. XIL That every member dear the book, once ^ 
^ month, on negletS: to fine one Shilling, all fines whatever to 
^ be added to the joint ftock of this Ailbciation. 

" XIII. That Mr. Francklow is appointed Serjeant-Major 
"of this Aflbciation, as likewife Treafurer and Secretary, 
" whofe duty is to inflruft the members in the ufe of Arms, 
** and military difcipline, for which two-pence a week be paid 

* him from each member (out of the fubfcription) while leam* 

* ing, to attend twice'a week, Wednefday and Friday Evenings 
" from feven to ten o'clock. As Treafurer he is to receive all 
*• fubfcriptions, and account with the Committee every fort- 
** xiight, in order that they may ifliie fuch payments for Articles 
** received in this AfTociation; as Secretary, to keep the Mufter- 
" RdU and Book of this AfTociation. 

«* The above Artici.es, tfr. were agreed to^ and figned iy 
" the following Members : 

« JOHN PHILIP FRANCKLOW, 
" JOHN SHELMERDINE. 
« JOHN WILLIAMSON. 
« JAMES DAVISON. 
« SAMUEL WILLIAMS. 
« Nov. 15th. 1793." 



Mr. &w^. *rhis Affochttioh was for die purpbfe of ^ 
ping fordi in tzk tS fire, tomuItS) coitoiotions, and riots; but 
•they were not to ^ beyond the partfli of St. Mai^s, Lambcdt 

1 aflced yott^ beSfbre, \</ftether any of thdfe members, except Frank- 
low that you knew, were inhabitants of the parilh of Lannbcdi— 
youfeidnoti 

A. Not to my faioi^^ledge. 

^ Did you know any of them ? 

A. I knew that fome of them were not. 

^ How came Spence's houfe, in Tuirnftile, Lincbln^Ion- 
Fidds, to be a place fixed upon for exercifmg the meml)eis of 
the Loyal Lambeth Affociation, who were not to go beyond the 
tiounds of their 6wn parifli ? 

J. I can tell no otherwife, only, that they could not gd 
any place elfe. It was thought proper, by Franklow, and fomc 
©thers, that as they could not get members h& enough^ Aat 
^he Aflbciation fhould be divided into ten dividons ; one divifioit 
■to be up at Spencc's — another at John Shelmerdine's-— another 
in Weftminfter, at Williamfon's ; where the others were to be 

2 do not know. 

. ^ Had you, at the time that you were fupplying arms f6 
this fociety, any converfations with them upon the fubjefl of 
Parliamentary Reform} or did you hear any converlation among 
^em refpeAing that. 

. A. Yes; there was eonverfation of that kind pafled between 
them, moFe time« than once, at the times of. their meetings. 

i^ What was the fubjeft of thofe converfations, of did Ao6 
converfatiofiS refpeft at all the end of their Aflbciation ? 

A I cannot tell ; I never minuted any thing down. 

^. Can you teU the fubftance of any conver&tion di^ M 
upon the fubjeft of Parliamentary Reform ? 

A. I can go no further than this, that I could colleft fo fiir as 
this, that if they could not get a Reform of Parliament without 
it, they would endeavour to -have got it by the force of arms* 

^ I alk you from the converlation of the n^embers of that 
aflbciation that me t 

Mr4 Gibbs. I objeft to this— I undcrftand the oourf has de- 
termined 
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.termuied that any diing that a^y member of the-Cofrefpoiuling 
^Society fays, is evidence againft Mr. Hardy; but I do not ap- 
.pehend diat the court has determined that every thing faid by 
die members of the Lambeth AfTociation, whom the witnel^ 
does not know to be members of the Correiponding Society is 
eYidenoe, coofequently the queftion put, of what this man has 
heard from any member of the Lambeth Aflbdation, unle(s he 
can fix that he heard it from fome of thofe that compofe the 
JCoFrefponding Society, is not evidence. 

Mr.B9wer. I underftood you, that Hardy gave you the 
«ddre& of Franklow ? 

jf. Yes; he gave me his card. 

i^ In confequence of which you went to Franklow's, aild 
-4»ere net this fociety I 
J. Yes. 

Afr^ Bower* I conceive when I prove that a number pcrfons 
nftmble together, under the dire(^ons of the prifoner, that I can 
gjv^ evidence of their conver(ation ? 

Lord Qmfjuftice Eyre. The moment you have proved one 
df the terms of your propofition you are right ; at the moment 
it is proved that this ailbciation of Franklow's was under the 
diredion of the prifoner, undoubtedly cverj thing they do will 
fcp evidence againft the prifoner; but I do not obferve that the 
cvi<]eoce goes farther tiian this — in the courfe of trade Wii- 
li^pis buying fhoes and boots of I^ardy, Hardy recommends 
bim to Franklowi in the way of his bufmefs, and there is ju>^ 
thing that I can difcover, at prefent, to connect Franklow's 
tnnladioin) with regard to this affociation, with Hardy, except 
£> £u: as the members of it, can be traced to be members gf 
die London Correfp«>nding Society : you have examined with a 
virw to. that, and it appeared to me that that examination rathor 
.6»k4> for he did not undertake to know that any of thofe people 

B members of that fociety. 
^Baunr. I will fee if I can get the h&s a little more 
ig Fnuiklow a member ' ' London Corrcf- 



-^Did 
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^ I>id]!oakii6w Shebnerdine? '^ 

J. Yes. 

^. Was he a member ? 

A He was. 

^. Do you know John WiUiamfon i 

A. Yes ', but I cannot lay whedier he was a member or Mk 

Jj^ Do you know James DaVifon f 

A, I never iaw him but once. 

^. Do you know whether he was a member of the OxtA 
ponding Society? 

A. I cannot take upon me to (ay. 

Lord Chief Jvftice Eyre. Franklow was a member of the 
London Correfponding Society — this Aflbciation undoabtedly 
was formed by him — it is his creature abfolutely; sind Aerefaft 
that is the ground on which the tranfadHon of that aflbctadon 
muft l)e let in. 

Afr. Solicitor General. It has already been proved that A 
the dinner, on the 20th of January, Franklow appeared in tte 
regimetitals of this aflbciation. 

Mr. Gibbs. He did fo 5 but I do not apprehend that if any 
gentleman who wears a particular uniform had appeared up 
ftairs at dinner with your lordfhips to-day, that your Iprdfliipi 
would be afFeded by any thing which a member of the fociety, 
to which that gentleman belonged had faid. I might put the 
cafe of fome gentlemen who did dine with yom: lordjQiipS) libo 
are engaged in focieties that wear uniforms: fuppofe one of 
thofe gentlemen had happened to dine with your lordfhips up 
ftairs in that uniform, by the argument the Solicitor Genertl 
ufes, becaufe he appeared in his uniform, at dinner with your 
lordfhips, therfore, what any one faid who belonged to the 
fociety, diflinguifhed by that uniform, would be evidence s^uift 
all thofe who had dined with that gentleman. It feems to me 
that is an argument which caimot fbmd for a moment. 

Another way in which it has been put by my learned friend, 
Mr, Bower, is this — That becaufe Mr. Franklow being a 
member of the London Correfponding Society, prefided at 
gi}Otber fociety, for a purpofe that is not connc£bd with the 

London 
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London Corresponding Society — therefore, firft his declarations 
ire evidence againft Hardy, becaufe he is one of ^ofe thoufands 
yfwhom the London Correfponding Society coniifts; andnex^ 
f he conftitutes another ibciety coniifting of ten thouiand men^ 
svery thing, that every one of thofe ten thouiand men, who are 
roaftituted by one man that belongs to the two or three thouiand 
>f which the London Correfponding Society confii^s, is to be 
evidence againft Mr. Hardy — It does not feein to me that there 
B 3ny prindple of law upon which any of thofe men who hap- 
pened to belong to a fociety, inftituted by Franklow, he happen- 
ng to be a member of the fociety, of which Hardy was a 
nember, that the declarations of any one of thofe men fo ful)- 
:onnei3:ed with the fociety, no, not even upon oath, can be evi- 
lence againft Hardy, to prove either that he has compailed the 
ECing's death, or done any of the a&s ftated in this indi(^ent, 
:>r that thofe a£ls were pointed to that defign againft the King's 
life. Perhaps, I am lefs diftin£l: in arguing the cafe, before your 
[ordfhip, becaufe, I confefs, I do not feel any principle upon 
which this can be contended to be evidence. 

^r. Bower* I will prove that none were to be admitted into 
Franklow's Aifociadon, but members of the London Corref- 
ponding Society. 

L^d Chief Ju/lice Eyre, Whether the principle will apply 
to the particular fa<St is another diing -, but it has been fo often 
&3tcdy that I am furprized we have not had the good fortune 
to make ourfelves underftood by the bar, becaufe we have ftated 
from the beginning of this trial, that there was a fpecies of evi-* 
dence, which was admiilible in this caie, which had no imme- 
diate relation to the prifoner ; and that there was another fpecies 
of evidence which had immediate relation to the prifoner — ^that 
inafmuch as the prifoner is charged with being involved in a 
confpiracy, and fome evidence being given of his having been, 
fo involved, that all the tranfiidions of that confpiracy, to which 
he is not immediately a party, he will be bound by, if, upon the 
whole, he has confentcd to tb^t g^eral confpiracy^ and that, 
Aerefore, all the tranfadlions of a plot are always given in 
evidence, without regard to tlxe queftion, whether the prifoner 
Vol. it' . y U 
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13 proved to be concerned In thofe pardcuW tran&fiions-* 
always widi this referve, that diere muft be evidence enough 
^tgainSt the prifoner to prove him To involved in the plot, as to 
lM;come refpbnfible for all the parts of it — ^that feems fuificiendjr 
diftind. 

But there may be a doubt whether this particular cafe Mb 
wthin the principle. The firft queftion is— vrfiether there b 
any evidence here of Franklow's being a member of tfie London 
Correfponding Society; if the only proof of diat is, tkat he 
dined in an uniform at their annual dinner, I fliould have great 
difficulty about that, becaufe, I underftand, that thejr were in 
die habit of receiving vifitors as well as entertainti^ dieir own 
members-— that being fo, a man ,might be there without being 
a member of the London Correfponding Society. 

Suppofing it once proved diftinAly that he was a member 
of the London Correfponding Society, then the queftion will be, 
was he a member of the Correfponding Society, who is diarged 
with having a great (hare in the whole of this traii£ifiion-- b 
found to be aflbciating perfons together under a pretence' not 
true in fa£l:, of their being inhabitants of Lambeth, and afibci- 
adng for die defence of the inhabitants of Lambeth ; that they 
are furnifhed with arms, are learning the manual exercife, and 
are conneSed with die fociety, either by FranUow^s being, or 
being themfelves members of die Correfponding Society. I 
cannot undertake to fay, that that will not conned wsdi die 
general hiftory of tlus tranfa£iion; and, therefor^ diere may be 
room upon that ground to admit the evidence ; but firft of ally 
how is the hi& with regard to Franklow being a member t 

Mr. Gihhs. I could underftand how Franklow's decbrations 
were evidence, but the point that puzzled me was, I conld not 
underftand how the declarations of diofe men who wete only 
concerned widi Franklow in his aflbciation, could be evidence' 
becaufe it feems to me upon the £une principle that the dedsh 
radons of people fub-employed by them, and of odiert iih 
eniployed by them, and fo on, would be evidence. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. Unlefs they can be jUtt cnAff 
in the condition of Fiaoklow, your objeftim is rig^ 

S »^ 
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Jin AfoffU^ GeHerah Wis t^rankldtr a member of the 
Qottefjpohdiog Sockqr ? 

A He was. 

Aff Baw&. Whether, previoiis td your admiffion into that 
JbcietjT) yok Yak ianj cdnverfation wiHi the prifoncnr about thfe 
Lehddh Gdrrdpohdiiig SocietjTj about prdiridiitg arms for thfc 
Lambeth AiTociation? 

ifi 1 cannot recdleft* 

^ Wi«rt yeu admitted a member o^ the Irdildon ColreC^ 
tending Societyj before pU were employed by the Latnbetik 
Aflbtffttieh? 

A Yes. 

.^ Row'ha^heci ymi to be admitted a Member of Ae Lon^ 
don Correfponding Society ? 

A Mn Hardy told me to meet a young ihan Who Would go 
' with me to the diyifion, and I fliould be admitted, and I was 
by that means admitted* 

^ Before you were admitted to the Lambeth Aflbciation) 
Were you afked at all whether you were a member of the London 
Corresponding Society ? 

J, I do not recoUeft that I waSk 

^ Did Franklowknow that you was i 

j/. 1 have no reafon to think he did not ; I belieVe he did* 

1^. Hardy did know it ? 

jf. Yes. 

j^ From the converlation of the members there affodated— < 

Lord Chief yuftice Eyre. Enquire what the converiadon waS| 
becaufe whether he rightly colle£b the effe£k of it or not, cannot 
be known with certainty* 

Mr. iowen Tell us the fubftance of any conVerfition yom 
tiave heard amongft the members of this fociety refpe^ng the 
"|>Ufj)ofes'of this affociation for a Parliamentary Reform ? 

Mr. Gibbs. It feems to me that it is not open to Mr. Bower 

~ to ^ die prifoner with what the wit^efs may fancy he has col* 

~ ie£ted from converiations that he has heard at this fociety, without 

mentioning who thofe perfons were from whom he heard 1% for 

iiiow am I to contradift it 

Y a Mr. 
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Mr, Bower. If you ever heard any converiations of the kinft, 
do you recolleft any of the members of the focicty who wcit 
prefent? 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. You faid you underftood from con- 
ver(ation amongft them, what they Intended to do. Now \riiat 
were thofe converfations, and from whom did you hear Aofe 
converfations ? 

A. I really cannot name the perfons ; I make no doubt but 
what Mr.Nodder and Mr. Sanderfon themfelves might bcpre- 
fcnt, they were members of the feme aiTociation* 

Mr. Bower. Did you hear any thing from Franklow aboot t 
Parliamentary Reform ? 

, A. I cannot &y 1 recollecSl anything that he faid particuhdy; 
he was prefent when fuch converfation pafTed. 

Frederick Polydore Nodder ffwonu) 
Examined by Mr. Bower. 
^ Were you a member of the Loyal Lambedi Afibdation ? 
>.No. 

^. Were you ever prefent with them ? 
J. No. 

^. Were you ever at Spence*^s In Turnffile? 
J. I was. 

^. Were you ever there when any of the Loyal Lambeth 
Aflbciation were there ? 

A I cannot tell, for I do not know any thing of any perfons of 
that dcfcription. 

George Sanderfon (fworn.] 
Examinined by Mr. Bower • 
^ Were you ever prefent at any meetUig of the LOyal Lam* 
beth Aflbciation ? "* 

A. None of that defcription as I know of. 
Mr. Bower to Williams. Did you ever hear any converiatioa 
in the prefence of Franklow, from the perfons who were prefent 
there at that aflbciation ? 
• A. Yes ; I have faid fo already. 

^ You have in the prefence of Franklow, diough you do not 
know the perfons ? 

4 i/-Yci 
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A. Yes. 

Mr^ Bower. 1 fubmit that is fufEcient to let in die evidence. 

Mr. Juftice Grofe. But let us hear the converfation^ Mr. 
Bower, not what he colleded 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. All that can -affeft Franklow by the 
general evidence, muft be admijGible. 

A^. Erjkine. The Court has ruled frequently in the courfe 
af -die trial ; and it would be indecent in us to argue it again — 
diat any diing laid or done by any member of the London Cor- 
responding Society, or any members of any other fociety with 
MHhach that fociety is implicated, will be evidence to prove die 
irft brsuidi of the confpiracy, and that they muft goon to build 
ipon that evidence, that which is neceflary afterwards to affe£t 
he prifoner. Therefore I fubmit to your Lordihips what I take 
o be the diftiivSlion here — Mr. Bower was going on to prove 
hat aU the members of the Lambeth Aflbciation were members 
»f die Correfponding Society, which would put an end to our 
hye8don\ or fuppofing they were not all members, if the wit- 
tefs had fiud that what was done came from a member of the 
>>nicfponding Society, then I apprehend it will be evidence alfo; 
•ut your Lordfhip has truly (aid, diat Mr. Hardy does not feem 
9 be ciore conneded with Williams, die Serjeant Major of this 
articular body, dian merely in the courfe of trade he afked him 
: he knew any body that wanted guns, he faid he did not; this 
nan made flioes for him ; in the courfe of a fortnight or three 
ireeks after he recommended him to Franklow, but non conftat 
bat at the time he recommended him to Franklow, he knew the 
rtides of his affociation, he only knew Franklow in his cha- 
i&Ax of a member of the London Correfponding Society; 
lierefore I conceive it would ^be going beyond the rule your 
x>rd{hip has eftablifhed, for a man to ftate what he heard in the 
refence of Franklow, who might be attending to fomething 
Ife, or who might not approve of what was faid, and which 
night have nothing to do with his inftitution; it would be too 
nuch to afFcft the pnfoner, particularly at fo late a period of the 
atife, (though I do not mean to fay that would make any fpc- 
ifk:. di&rence) with a declaration ib very inconliftcnt with 

' ' . " Y 3 ^\wv 
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what your Lordihip has already heard upon thisfiibjed^i it there* 
fi^c ^ecms to me an obje^a of greater fufpicion, ^d moce our 
duty tx> guard againft, The witnefs h^s (aid he eanpot fpqp'fy 
who the perfon was, and if they wepe |iot all meiqih^rs of thf LoQ^ 
rion Correfponding Society, nm cor^at^ thai the |n;ui yr^ a 
member of the London Correfponding Society, 

Lor4 Chief Juftice fyre. Nothi|ig turns up^ Ae qijcftion, 
whether Hardy did or not recommend Williams tQ Fnu|l4ow» 
the ground of its admiffibility is fimply, that Fra^klQiiv was a 
member qi the Lon4on Correfponding Society — then aa ^ ground 
of the general confpiracy, it is pilered to prove ^t FraoUow 
had formed an aflpciation of armed meuj to which aflbcis^Qii 
they will impute a deiign connefiied with this allege^ coagiimey | 
whatever, therefore, will fix Franklow with that, has been con- 
ildered as proper evidence to that general charge; and die oolj 
cfueflion, therefore is, whether laying, for a moment, the pri-^ 
ibner out of die cafe, fuppofing Franklow himfelf at the \m^ 
whether if he makes an aflbciation pf perfons of this (jeferiptioni 
and, if there are tconyerfations paffing in his prefence, firom 
whence ^ bad defign can be knpuiscd to this afTodadon, wh> 
ther that is not admiffible eyidetice as againfi; htm} wkut the 
cffed of the evidence will be, it is truly obfervedi will ikpcod 
upon a thoufand circumfta^ces ; whether he was attending, whe- 
dier, if he was attending, he approved or di£iproyed of it f all 
which may avoid the efFe<^ of dtie evidence ; ftill it feems to me 
ihd.% as againil Franklow, and to &k upon him the having been 
guilty of forming this affociation for a bad purpofr, the tranf- 
actions that pafs in his hearing are dearly evidence. 
. Mr. Bower to Williams^ You told me Mr. Sanderfba^aod 
Mr, Nodder were prefent. at a converfation diat I fhould have 
aiked pu to, if I had been admitted \ were diey prefent at Speooe'ii 
Franklow's, or Shdmerdine's ? 

A I have (uily feen them at Shelmerdine's and Spence's. 

Frederick Poijfdore Nodder (called in a^;ain^) 

Examined by Mr. Bower, 

iflL' You art a member ef dieLof^cmCoFre^popdiiigSocietj? 
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jI. I anU 

J^ Were you prefent at either Spence's or Shelmerdine*S| 
and at ^tdi> at die time tbj^ laft witnefs, Williams, wii there, 
mM when j)er(bils were afiembled foir die purpofe of betn| 
driUd? 

A To my knotrledge I never faw Williams but at Spcnce's. 

J^. You have been with Williams at Spencc's, when the 
perfons w«r^ affimbled diat he was drillii^ and teaching the 
mniial eieeicifei 

A* I have. 

J^ When you were there, did you from any perfons there, 
hear any converiatio n 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. Did you fay you was a member of 
die London Cotrd^ndiiig Society? 

Am Yes; I am a member of die ijdi divifion; herd Is my 
ticto (pratbuiwg it.) 

' Jl£r».Blmn\ Do you know whether die peribn^ who were 
dnre^ were members of the London Correfponding Society or 
90tl 

A. I cannot (ay whether all were ; fome of them were* 
(The Ticket read.) 
- ^ Na 35^ London Correfponding Society, united for a Re« 
^ funoi o£ ParfeBiiCTilary Rcyarefentatioi>— Unite, perfevere, and be 
« free— Divifion No. 13," On die back~« Frederick Nodder, 
^ pai4to Midfumn^er tenpencc, S^mud Cooper, 1794-'^ 

M'i Bouar. I cannot carry this ftirdier, and dierefore I muft 
leave it to the fenfe of the Court. 

: . itrd Chief Jufiidt Efn. I uiiderftand die Court to have 
d6p^«i tiou you m^y empiire into conver&doiit in die prefence 
of Franklow. 

Mr. Erjkine. To what was &id, bat ttot what h€ cbnefted 

i^d Chief Jt^ics Myrw, Not what he cnSeaed. 

Mr4 B^tver to Jf^lliams. Telt me any onkverfetion yMteoolN. 
het trfim Fraokknv was prefect re^ftediiig the Lta4aa Corto. 
^nding Society? 

A* I cannot recoUeft die convef&tioiiSi 

T4 J^Qm 



( 328 ) 
j^. Can you recollea any part of them; how did you qbl^ 
IcSit? 

■; A. By being with them at various times, and hearing dif- 
ferent talk; Aere were fome among them which I did not take 
any notice of, or give myfelf any concern about. 

^. When they met at all, was the fubjed of Parliamentary 
Reform introduced at all as a topic of converfation ? 

A. No; oiilyfome would be talking one to the other. 

^. You mean it was not general converfation, not as a debate, 
or any thing of that kind ? 

A, No. 

^ But they were talking to each other ? 

A. Yes. 

^. Were they talking fo that Franklow heard them ? 

A. Private perfons might talk about it. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre, We ought to be always very corrcd 
when collecting what people faid. I think jrou had better not 
prefs it. 

Mr. Bower, You heard from Franklow that they were tQ 
confift of fixty ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Did you hear from Franklow whether they were to have 
any more, or that was to be the utmoft quantity they were to 
.have? 

A. That was to be the number. 

^. Had you any dire£bions from Franklow or Hardy upon the 
fubj eft of arms, or of any other kind ? 

A, I was one night in Mr. Hardy's fhop, and there was a 
perfon there afked me how lon^ I thought I ihould be to get a 
thoufand, 

J^. Was Mr. Hardy prefent? 

A. He was prefent; it was a ftranger; he afked how loi^ I 
•thought I ibould be getting a thouiand guns; I told. him I 
could not. .tjiink of getting fo many in the Situation diat I 
was in. 

^ What faid Hardy to it? . .<. . 

4* I do not know that he nE)ade any reply. 

^. Was 
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j^. Was any thing more faid ? 

A. They faid they might get a thouiand from Sheffield s I £d4 
[iich a diing might be, but I could not undertake any thing of 
tekind; there, as far as I recoiled), the converfadon ended* 

George Sander/on^ 
Examined by Mr. Law. 

^ Where do you live ? 

A. In Butcher-row, Temple-bar. 

^ You keep a public-houfe there, the Buiidi of Grapes? 

J. Yes. 

^ Have you ever been at Spence's wth Nodder. 

jf. Yes. 

^ How long ago is it fmce you firft went to Shelmewfine'S| 
if ever you was there ? 

A. I nxuft refer to the notes I have, the memoramdum I 
made. (Refers to his memorandum.) It was the 2d of ApriL 

^ What was the occafion of your going there ? 

A. It was to decide a bet. 

^ Did you fee any fire arms there ? 

J. I did. 

^. Who did they belong to? 

jf. They belonged to the armed focicty. 

^ Where were they ? 

J. At Shelmerdine's in the Borough, 

• ^. What is Shelmerdine ? 

J. A hatter. 

i^ On what day was this ? 

J. The fecond of April in the evening. 

^. Do you know of how many peribns this armed fociety 
confifted ? 

Lord Chief fuftice Eyre^ How many {land of arms did you 
find there ? 

^« I did iK>t take particular' notice, there might be feven or 
eight (land of arms there^ 

j^ Of how many p^rfons did this armed fociety coniifi:? 

A* I fuppofe of twenty-four or twenty-five members. 
« ' . .'"•?• Whether 
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J^ Whether all the perfons of the aflbciatlon were members 
of ibt Xx>ndon Corr^fponding Society ? 

J. I fuppofe they were) becaufe they t>bje£ked to my betiig ef 
die wP^ajOTocui^ian beoaufe I wsis not « member <^ the Ltinckai 
Correiponding Society. I was made a member of the armed 
fociety upon a promife diat I wouU become a member of the 
London Correfponding Society. 

^ Did you afterwards become fo ? 

J. I did. 

^ UQjfr many perfooa b^ve you feen^t any one dme log^fter 
^t this armed fociety ? 

J. I think when I firft met them at She)merdiiie*9 the^ it^ht 
be twenty-four or twenty-five ; they did not all meet at Shel- 
Qicrdinp'si we adJQuri^d to another place i it was fi^kporfbd to be 
dangerous to meet at Shelmerdine's ; the adjouriuiienl l^ beeik 
^igs^i }ltpoa before I e^me therej thegretter part of die tmiB 
had been removed, 

^. Who had yo^ to teach you the miltt»ryexerciiQ dieref 

jf. We did not exercife there. 

^ Or at the place to whieh you adJQUrmed ? 

jf. We did not exercife there, we only adjourned thete for the 
purpofe of fixing upon a proper pl^e to fcxerdfe U(. 

^ What was the houfe (Qwhiqh they did adjoarn ? 

-//. The hpufe was in Wprcefterrftrcet, 

^ Was f he name of the perfon Day ? 

jf. The feme — we weiitup ftairs^ they menti<nieddK^duir die 
private committee of the ^med fociety had fixed tipoh another 
place for exercifing. 

^ Where did that private committee fit? 

A They fat with the rdl, 

^ At bay's? 

J. Yes. 

^ What were thofe places where you were to aflfemUe ? 

/. Qne was at Spence's^ the. <Hiber w^ i n Weftmiiiftery juft 
by Tothil-fields Bridewell, at a blackfmjth's (hed, 

J^ £)id yo^affeo^ wi^ oijier$ at a^^ tkm atcbiittDf ftoft 
places? 

y. Yc$i 
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jf, Y^» I pretty conftandy attended themj I weiit to 
S pence's fii-ft i w^ m«t once or twice a week, 
: J^ For. wl»t qumber of weeks did you meet ? 

jt. I called feveral time^ wbeil there were none diere) it vpas 
the 14th of November, I think, I firft of all went; — ^ao; it was 
i>n the X ith of April, die firft time I went to Spence's to cxercife i 
I continued to go occafionally to Spence's till May the ift. 

^ From the nth of April till May, you continued to go tq 
6p^oe% and this £hed in Weftminfter^ for the purpoibi of 
43xercifuig ? 

^Idid. 

^ Who was the perfon diat generally taught ycni ? 

A. Formerly Williams; and Orr, from the nth of April till 
J^y; on the firft of May I took away my gun. 

^ What was the greateft number of peribns you met, at 
^ther of thofe places, during the period you have mentioned ? 
•y£ I do not think we ever met above fix. 
' ^ And you was there taught the military exercife ? 

4. Yes, 

J^- What was Orr? 

^, I believe a Taylor ; I have heard fo. 

^ ^zA be (eryed abroad I 

A He m^ioned frequendy in converiation, diat he had 
(Served againfl |iie ^^llied ^nnies. 

. j^ Was be ^ member ? 

J. He was a meqicr of the Correfponding Society j he had 
(erved in the Frejich army, ^om his own account, 

^. You were not at firft adnutted, but you became afterwards 
a member of the Cqrrefponding Society? 

J. I did. 

^ What was die reafon diat you did not go afterwards tQ 
exerdfe at Shelmerdines ? 

J. He was a Hatter, and ftequendy changed his men; and 
feme of them, they obferyed, might not be ffaunch to the caufe, 
and therefore it might be ha9afdous. 

Lord Chief Juflice Eyre, Hazardous to the caufc ; to what 

A. If 
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A. If I might judge from the converiation, it was to obtain 4 
Parliamentary Reform, at die point of the bayonet. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. When you fey, the caufe^ do you 
mean the caufe they were engaged in ? 

ji* Yes* 

Lard Chief Jujtice Eyre. You were in an aflbciation, and 
bad articles of an aiTociation? 

J, I never few them. 

Lord Chief Jufiice Eyre. Were not the articles aflfid upon? 

A Part of them were ; that we were to pay fo much upon ad- 
miffion ; one half of which was to buy arms, the other to defiray 
the incidental expences of the fociety. 

Mr. Law* Was you a member of the 13th divifion ? 

A. I was admitted a member the feme night Mr. Nodder was, 
and received a fimilar ticket. 

^. Did that meet at Robins^s Cofi*ee-Houfe, in Shire- 
lane ? ^ 

A, Yes. 

^ Do you remember, upon the 3d of May, any member 
giving an account of the time when Mr. Pitt would probably 
be at the Houfe of Commons ? 

A. Yes; I perfedHy well recolleiSt the circumftance; it was 
in the month of May ; I do not recoiled the night 

^ What was the converfation that paffed in the prefence of 
thofc members, refpe£ling the circumftance I have mentioned? 

A. One of the members got up, and feid. Citizen s 

Air. Erjkine. Who was the member ? 

A, I do not know. 

Mr. Erjkine. I fubmit it is neceflary it fiiould appear, dnt 
he was a member of the Correfponding Society. 

Mr. Law. Was it a member of the divifion ? 

A. Yes ; at this meeting none were admitted but members. 
• ^ What did th'is member fey ? 

. A. Citizens, Mr. Pitt will go over — ^I forget which of the 
bridges, but he mentioned one of die bridges, at twelve o*clock 
^t night. 

^. Did he accompany that with any obfervation ? 
; '. A. None} 
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Ai Noiie ; there was a general dap upon the table, and Ibme 
iaid it was very improper to make any comments upon it 

^ Was any thing further (aid, at what bridge ? 

J^ They mentioned the particular bridge, and on what oc- 
cafion be would be detained till twelve o'clock at night; I think 
it was Putney Bridge, but do not recoiled the bridge to a cer- 
tainty, 

«^. Was any piece of good news, or any thing they called 
good news, announced, at that time, by one of the members i 

A. Yes; there was fome good news announced that vexy 
nigh^ as they termed it 

^. What was it ? 

A. A defeat of part of the Britiih army; I do not recollc(3: 
what 

^ Was that called good news ? 

A, It was generally fo underftood by the fociety. 

^ Was that^ fo defcribed, fo announced ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Do you recoiled any thing being mentioned, with rcfpefl 
to any of the King's Meffengers ? 

A, I da 

^ What was that ? 

A, That he had the pleafiyre to inform the fodety, that he 
heard one of the King's Meffengers had been killed in die 
country. 

^ Do you remember a member of that fociety of the name 
of Higgins ? 

• A, I remember the name of Citizen Higgins, but I do not 
recolleft his perfon. 

J^. Do you remember any obfervation that a member made, 
refpe£ting any of his relations ? 

A. I do recoiled fome obfervations, but cannot recolle<9t the 
exaft words; but I think he faid, if it had been his own father, 
or his own fon, he fhould be glad, if he met with the fame 
fate. 

^ Had who been ? 

A. The MefTenger. ^ 

^ Was 
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i^ Was diat man a near relattoii o^ anjr c^ the King*i 
Meflengers ? 

jf. I do not kncn^. 

J^. Was that faid by HigglnS ? 

^. I do not know I I do not know HigginS peHbhalljr^ 

^ Was any thing mentioned, by way of caution^ to t&l 
members, for fear of fpies i 

A. It Was frequently hinted to die membei*8 to b& cku&ms^ 
for fear of fpies ; to be careful what they &id ^ fof, In M diviSoM 
of the fociety, fpies from the Tieafury would cWep in, 

j^ Do you remember any propofition for fiibdivi&ig iti 
meetings into a lefs number ? 

jf. Yes ; it was a propofal, that, as they might Be preventtd 
meeting in public houfes, on account that their licences might 
be taken away, that they fhould be divided into tidieingSi Aat 
diey might meet at' the houfe of eVery tehth man« 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Was thit your arihed fbde^ ? 

A, No ; the London Correfponding Society. 

Mr. Law. Was die propofition acdfeded to I 

A. It was deferred for further confidtrktiom 

^ Was there any mention of any one of the commiftctf 
being a fpy ? 

A. Not in particular diat I tecoIle£t:; there Wa$ fome oi» 
alluded to, but I did not underftand who it wa^ 

^ Was any thing iaid what ihould be done^ if any fpj wai 
dtfcovered among you ? 

A. One member obferved, he fhould not regard blowing, any 
fpy^s brains ouc^ if he difcovered him. 

^. You had a mufket \ 

Jl. les* 

^ From whom? 

A. From Williatas- 

^. That mufket you fastve HOW? 

if. No; I have not. 



C#fr/r 



( Jis ) 

Cr€9rg€ Samkrfin^ 

Crofe-exainined by A^. Erjkim. 

j^. So a member (aid, he would not care for blowing mf 
l|iy*s bnunftOHtf 
A. Yes. 

^ Was not you a little afiraidvdien 70a heard that? 
jt I WB& 

^ Oh! yoawBsalpyyWaS you? 

jA I was. 

^ What was diat paper you had in your hand, a litde whib 

A. Merdy a memorandum of dates. 

J^ lamgladyouhaireit; we will go to work with dates;— 
I like a paper of dates; you will be bound by itf 

A. I will be bound by it, upon my oa^ as near as a man can 
be bound to a paper of dates* 

^. On what night was it^ and at what (Jace, that Aere was 
a rejoicing, that there was a defeat of Ae Britifh troops, and 
when one of the members &id, that one of die King's Meflengers 
had been killed ; and, if it had been his own father, ho fliould 
have been glad, if he had met with die fame &te? 

A. I think it was the 2ift. 

Mr. Brjkitu. None of your thinking, when you bav6 die 
paper in your hands ! 

A»\ have not a memorandum of the dMe. 

j^. What date have you taken, good Mr* Spy? 

^. I do nat tiunk, upon fuch an occafion, beii^ a (py is any 
difgrace. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre, Thefe obfervatioiiS are more proper 
Ivfaen ypu come to addrefs the Jury. 

Mr. Attorney OeneraL Really diat Ul not. a .premier way to 
examine witneiib. — Lord Hdt held Ikttutg hmgui^ to fuch 
tan of an addxeft from a CMnM t^ aWitnefi, VfhQ avoived hinv^ 
fidfa%* 
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Mr. JErJkine. I am fure I fhall always pay Azt atteiitioft tft 
tiie Court which is due from me; but I am not to be told by die 
Attorney General^ how I am to examine a i^tnefs* 

Mr. Attorney General. I thotight you had not heard his 
Lordfhip^ 

JUr. Erjkine^ I am much obliged to his Lordfliip for the 
admonition he gave me« — ^I heard his Lordfliip^ and I heard youy 
which I fhould not have heard* 

What was the date when you fay that pafled, that there was a 
defeat of the Britifh troops^ and fomebody (aid, that there was 
a Meffenger killed in the country, and he fhould have been glad 
if it had it been his own father ? 

J. When firft 1 was introduced into the 13th divifioiii was on 
the 2 ift of April, on a Monday. 

^ When wias it you heard that converfation, from whence 
you coUedled, that die Reform of Parliament was to be carried 
at the point of the bayonet ? 

A, That v/as mentioned at the armed fociety. 

^. Have you got any date for that ? 

jfc Yes ; I never was there but once, therefore I could not 
make an error in that ; it was April the 2d. 

^ At what place i 

A. At Day's. 

^ Where is Day's? 

-^...In the Borough, near the Grove; I believe it is called 
Worcefter-fireet. 

^ How many perfons were prefent at that time ? 

A. Some were going up flairs, and fome going away; to die 
beft of my recdleftion there might be twenty-two, twenty- 
three, or twenty-four j I did not count them, as I never expeSed 
to be called. 

^. You muft have expeSed it ? 

A^ I had every reafon to fuppofe I fhould not be called. 

^. I wifh to know from you, whether, from the converiadicxi 
.that you^are now ftating, of obtaining a Reform of Parliament, 
at the point of the bayonet, whether you coUefted this from one 
fcrfon, or the general converfation of the whole people ? 

A\\ 
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. if. It feemed to be the opinion of the whole company, that 
k Parliamentary Reform could not be obtained, but at the point 
bf Ae bayonet; 
. - *j^ And you coUeded, that it was their intention (o to carry it t 

J. Yes ; from their general converfation. 
. j^ And you iijc that converfation to the zd of April, at this 
place? 

A. Yes; 
. ^ What was that you &id about a bet ? 

Jm The reafon of my going there was to decide a bet j diat 
%it die way I firft came to go there; 
' ^ And you loft your bet ? 

A. I did. 

^ You made yourfelf a Member of the Gocrefponding 
Bocie^? 
. ^. Idid. 

^. And took thofe notes ? 

A. I did. 

^. Why did you take thofe notes f 

A When I once difcovered, that an armed fociety of this fort 
exifted, which I thought of fuch dangerous tendency, I immediately 
gave notice to the Secretary of State. 

j^ How long after you had loft your bet ? 

A Between two and three days j but I mentioned it before 
dut bet was decided, that, if I loft my bet^ I {hould certainly 
acquaint die Secretary of State. 

J^ Should you know the faces of any of thofe perfons \ 

A I ihould, of two or three of them. 

j^ Should you know more of them ? 

^ I do not think I ihould^ I know the perfon in the chair, 
Orr. 

J^ Was Franklow there ? 

A. He was. 

J^ Do you know any body elfe that was there ? 

A. I think Williams was diere; but I did not exped to fee 
fuch a thii^ \ I was very much flurried and confufed. 

VoL.n. Z < Mimri 
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Edward Gojl'tng (fworn,) 
Examined by Mr, Garrow, 

^ Have you been for any time a membeF erf* die LenJoa 
Correfponding Society? 

A I became a member on the 15th of ApriL 

^ What April do you fpeak of? 

A. April, 1794. 

J^. Did you become a member, in confequence <^ any-oom- 
municatbii between you and any Magiftiate <rf' the eountry ? ' 

A. I had not been dire£ked to become a member, in cor^ 
fequence of the recommendation of any Magrftjcatei i had 
been unexpectedly propofed by Whittam, and a Magiftrate had 
told me, if another peribit had propofed me, 1 ftould become 
a member. 

^. Had you communicated with any Magiftrate of ikt countrji 
before you communicated with the fociety ? 

A. Not refpefiing the Correfponding Society* 

^ Who was the peribn that fijrft introduced you to die 
fcdety? 

A, John Hillier. 

^ Did you make application to him iirft,or he to you ? 

A, I firft went, to Hilher^ to make fome enquiries re^pefiiflg 
a perfon, who was a member of that Ibciety.^ 

^ What led you to. go to Hillier r to make tliat enquiry I 

A. From feeing publications of that nature, and iwas inibnned 
that the peribn refpe£ling whom I was direded to make ds eiv- 
quiry was a member of the Correfponding Soeietyr 

J^ Publications of what nature ? 

A. From feeing publications in Hillier's (hop windoiW>- which 
appeared to me, to be of a feditious nature. 

j^ What bufinefe did Hillier carry on I 

A, He fold pamphlets. 

^ From that you thought it likely he was a member of the 
ibciety, likely to give you infixmatioo^ diere being feme man 
you wanted to enquire about I 

A. Yes. ' 

5 J^Wha 
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J|w tVSeh HA ybu firil mdke your application to Hiflier ? 

4/ I believe towards the end of March, or the beginning of 
April. 

J^ t(^ l^at ^urpofe did you bcfcbme a member of the cor- 
refponding fociety ? 

Jt- On the; 14^ of April when I firft became a memberi I 
Was unexpectedly propofed, on the day following I informed Mr. 
Wiekhafh tiiat 1 had done fo. 

^ What pafl^d between you ^d die Magiftrate is not evr« 
tfentei but in coiifequehce of whatpafled between you and him^ 
why did y6u attend Ae meeting J 

A. To' difbove'r whether they had any ferioUs intentions of 
iKhnkig. 

J^; Yoll iiaVe ftated that you communicated (bmething upon 
flie fiibjea, to Mr. Wickham ? 

A. Yes. 

J^ ^i& it with his ap{>robation that you attended the meeting 
for the pufpbfe yoii have now ftated ? 

Jl. It was* 

^. Did you from time to time communicate to Mr. WicUiamj 
|uch fa£b ^ came to your knowledge ? 

A, I did, 

Si^ And went there for the exprefipufpoTe of procuring mfor* 
n^ioh, ^d giving it f 

A. Idi(L 

^. Wten was you firft introduced \ 

A. On the 15th of April 1794. 

^ Atwhat divifion? 

A. DiviffdiiNa II, 

^ Mating at what place ? 

A, Ndrthamptohi-ftreet Clerkenwcll> I do not recoiled t^ie 
fign rightly, but the man's name was l^olt 

^ Did Hillicr introduce you ? 

A. Ye$. 

^ What nudiber of perfons were prefent at that meeting ? 

A. I cannot exactly tell, there might be about thirty. 
.^. Did any thing material pafs^at that mectiiig ? 

Z a A. There 
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A. There was fome conveiiation about the probee^Kngi tf 
Chalk Farm. 

J^. Had the meeting then at Chalk Farm taken place \ 

A. This was the da]f after the meeting had been at Qialk 
Farm. 

^ What pafled with refpefl to the meeting whicfc hadbeeft 
had at Chalk Farm ? 

A^ The converiation turned that night pHncipally lipQft 
that, and fome were talking that it was necefiary to arm to* 
protect the convention, in the fame manner as they had b 
JFrance; I heard fome prefent talking in confequqice of acoo^ 
vention having been talked of at Chalk Farm that it would be 
necefTary to arm to defend that convention the (lune as the3r bad 
done to protefl the Convention in France \ I think it is proper to 
fay that their minds appeared at that time to be very mudi beiited 
from what had pafTed at Chalk Farm, and therefore from that 
circumftance I did not think fo much of their being ferious^ 

^ Do you meanthat they were heated with liq^uor \ 

A. No, not with liquor. 

J^ What was defcribed to have pafTed at Chalk Fann dtat 
fhould fo have heated dieir fpirits ? 

A, There were a number of refolutions pafledl 

^ Do you recoUeft any of thofe refolutions? 

A. Yes, I remember one reiblution, IcanrememBerlooiecir-' 
fiances which occured at Chalk Farm. 

^ That were ftated to have occurred diere— >yoa was sot 
there ? 

A. I was at Chalk Farm. 

^ Then you were there before you became a menAsr I 

A Yes. 

^. State anycircumftances that occurred at C^lk Paramjur* 
ticularly fuch as were mentioned in this meeting (if Ac divifioo 
the night after ? 

A. There were a number of refolutions read which I cannot 
repeat \ but one of them concluded widi the words, brought the 
head of Charles the Firft to the block, and fent James the Seconil 
from the d)rone^ then a man^ whofe name I iiadesftood war 
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^1»t Ihontcd, I remember a perfon, vAnok name I was toU 
vm Richfeer, mmrionpri that he had received a letter, from 
ShefcU I dunk, hat am not poGtive to the place, that a great 
mmd>er of perfons had met diere, and that diey were determined 
ID petidon Paifiament no more for a Reform ; that a convention 
was intended to be caDed, and that, I think, he faid it was to take 
{flace in about fix weeks, or a Ihorter time, I cannot recoUeA 
dbe pofidve words. 

.j^. . Upon Birks^ Ihoudng was any obfervadon made by any 
perfbiis pident at Chalk Farm ? 

. ^ Sfme perfoos laid diat diey Aought holding up their hands 
frasfuficient^ tlus man called out that he wifhed to be heard at 
St.Janies*«i 

J^ J)o you rcmen&er Mr. Thdwall being diere i 

A» Thene W9S a perfon there whofe namel was told was Thel« 
wall, whom I ^yer Awbctfore nor fince. 

Jl^ Did tba^ pei^n take any part In the converiadon and dc- 
bate diat washing forward •? 

A. YeS| he (poke feveral times* 

^ Do you recdied an^pvidcuhgr cxpreSon fliat ftrack you 
diat he made ufe of? 

A. Something that Mr. Dundas hid direatened to bring die 
Scotdi Jaws into England, and ifAey attempted it^ they muft 
repel foffce by force, or fomeothuig of tj^ fort. 

J^ Do you recoiled what pardcula^ jTubjeft refpe£Ung die 
Scotch laws was the fubjed of converfiid^n ? 

A. I believe it related to fome perfons that were ^ied 

j^ What was the iexpreffipn ufed ? 

A. That infamous and ever to be de^fted Courtnf Judiciary 
in Scotland. 

^ Do you recoiled die remainder of diat (entenee f 

A* I cannot fay I have a pofidve recoUedion ; I made no mi- 
lui^ at the dn)e.. . 

Larii Chief Juftia Byre^ You have better evidence I fuppofe 
of die refoludons, than of the converfadon } 

Mr. Garrcw. Was there any diredion as to die prindng 
pu^/j^uiuber of copies of the proceedings of die day ? 
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4* I think the number that was ordered tp be printied 9ai 

two hundred thouiand^ 1 cannpt fay, w}iether one or two 

hundred thou&nd copies of the reiplution^) if ^y ihould b^ 
ivanted. 

^. Which was the qei^t meeting of the divifion tl^t you was 
at afterwards ? 

A* On the Monday following^ I was at the meetifig of anodier 
divifion. ' 

^* Where was that? 

A. At the houfe of one Morris^ a Jaok-ms^r^ ^i Br|Ck^hlte« 

^ What divifioq was; thati 

A. I believe they call it fifteen ^d twenty-five, ^ 

J^. Did any thing material pafs at that time ? 

A. I do not recoiled^ ^y thing particular^ any fiirtl^ ^ulq 
Do£i:or Hodfon was recommended by the committee tb be 
relieved. 

^. Where was he at that time, and what was the i\t|rpofe for 
which he was to be relieved ? 

A. There was no particular purpofe ftated, oply he was rc^ 
commended fo/ relief, 

^ Did you go with Hillier next day to fe^ Dof^or Hodfon r 

^. I did. 

^. Wbere did you go to ? 

A. To Newgate. 

^ Who was you introduced to there ? ^ 

A. To Doftor Hodfon. 

^ Did Hillier go with you ? 

A Yes. 

^. Was there any o^er perfon there befides Do6lo^ Hodfixi? 

A. Yes, one Lloyd, RouiTel a Frenchman, and a CapUia 
Williams, an American. 

J^. Hillier was likewife there ? 

A, Yes, 

^ Be fo good as tell' us what the nature of the coaver&tion 
was there in the pref^nce of Hillier, he being one of the parties? 

A. The priQcipal converiation tfa^ I had yn& with Dodor 
Hodfon. 

^. Was 
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■ ^ Was it in die preTence of HUlier ? 

WL He was there, all thofe perfons were prefent, the iheft iha« - 
tfcria) dcmverfation diat pafled dieti was from DoAeIr Hbdfon, h& 
aiked me if I had feen a copy of the new conftitution, I told hitti 
I was but a young memfafer, slnd did not knt>w any thing of it § 
he then informed me that there was a rery clevet one coming 
out; the fociety was to be divided into divifions, and into fihall 
dirifionS) that the purpofe ^ that was for the cony^iience of 
learning the ufe of arms, at each other^s houfes, 
. ^ What more pafied at that time? 

(Tb§ witHefs refers t$ 4 fafn.) 

Lord Chief Bonn Ma€d$neiUL Did you make that memo- 
landum at the time \ ^ 

^. I did; he informed me that thofe divifions were to be 
called tidiings \ and diat the purpofe of them was likewife to keep 
fpies from getting among them, and betraying Aeir intention \ 
be likewife ftated, that their numbers were encreafing, and that 
iSasj would ibon be too formidsdde to be reftfted. I made an 
obfervation, that I did not think, from what I had feen in die 
ibcietyy that diey appeared to be liien of property) to have money 
to efFed any thing, upon whi^h a Frenchman,- ^o was there, 
got up and faid, when the fociety was organized, money iboidd 
not be wanting. 

^. Was this Rouflel that you hare menticmed ? 

J. Yes, 

^ Did any thing more material pafs at that ttnie ? 

A, There were fome toafts giveii, one of which was giren by 
I/lbyd ; the toaft was, the worl^ a republic or a defert : Dod:or 
Cbdfon fiud, he hoped ibon to fee a revolutionary tiibunal efta* 
UiAiedin this country, for he delpifed all odiers. 

^. He was then fuflfering under die fentcnce of die law, P 
1>elieve ? 

A. Yes, 

j^. Thiswasfiuidftillind^eprefaKeof HiHieri . 

• ^ Yes. 

^ Was any thing more iaid at diat meeting tbat was mate* 
rialf 

Z 4 ' A. Houflcl 
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'A. Roufiel (aid he was going from there to Tfaelwall's, ani 
lie ihould fet oiF the next day. Lloyd afked him, for tbexontir 
nent, he anfiyered, ouu Hillier afked to Fran^ he anfwered| 
]res* 

; ^ Whep Hillier jnvited you to go to Newgate to (ee tfaofc 
peribns, whp did he afk you to go and fee ? 

A. The perfecuted patriots* 

SI* Is Mr* Lloyd confined upon any fenten^ upon a criminal 
profecution? 

.^. I do not know ; Lloyd was part of the time writii^i I 
heard he was a prifoner, but for what I do not know. 

J^. When was the next meeting of the divifion ? 

A. I think it was the fame evening I was at the divifion (a 
lyhidi I belonged^ 

^ Which was that? 

A* The eleventh. 

^ Who were the perfons diat were prefent there ? 

A One W;-ight a delegate^ and Gordon who was fecretary, 
and about thirty-fix other perfons, I believe. 

^. I'his meeting was, I believe, at the Hope^ in Nortfaamph> 
ton-flreet, upon the 22d of April ?, 

A. Yes, 

^ Who was the delegate at that meeting ? 

A* His name was Wright. 
, J^. Do you recoiled any converfatjon of Wright^ in the 
focicty, upon the (ubjeft of arms I 

A. After the fociety had broke up we were coming awmy^ 
Wright afked m^ if I had got any arms, I told him no, he frUL 
he had gpthi^ mufket, and that It was necefl^ that we fhooU^ 
aU have arms as we might very fbon be compelled to ufe 

them. 

■ 1 ..... - • 

^. Was tliat faid as well in the hearing of other memhen at. 
-ycurfelf? 

. A, Yesi the Secretary fbtod, that he was very forry to leave 
the fociety jufl a$ they were going to ad as well as think, and ta 
rf generate their o^nt(y.. _; ./ 

J^. Who was their Secretary ? 

4«H 
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. ^Jl. {£$ name was Gorcloii) he was gcnng to America ; he Aid 
lie (hould take fpme copies of ^eir fpirited refolutions to dMF 
popular focieties there. 

^ Did you hear any obferyations upon the fubje^ (rf* arming; 
fram Hillier, or any odier member of the ibciety befides Wrigh^ 
liie delegate \ " ' 

A. Hillier fai49 he had not got ^ m^flcet^ but he had gc^; a pilcOf 

^ Do you remember being prefent at any ^e at Hillier*$ 
fii the lame month of April, on the 25th of AprU \ 

JL On the asth of April I was at Hillier's ; ^lere were prew 
ient a perfon whofe name I afterwards ^vas fold was Wieldly. 

j^ Where is Hillier's houfe ? 
. A. No. 80 or. 81, Bi{hppfgaterftreet| \ was fold his name 
afterwards was ^ Mr* Hickfly, and two other perfons, cne of 
whpm appeared' much in liquor, the reft were fober, and diere 
ym a man of the name of Bennett^ the fecretary to the i6th and 
5di diviiions. 

^ Was there a perfon there who was a qierper by bufinefs I 

A. Yes, that was Bennett, 

^ Were there fome other perfons present ? 

A. There were thofif I have ftated; F£llier was prefent; the 
fonverlation was begun by this perfon, whofe name Hillier in-? 
formed me was Wickfly ; he (aid he had received a letter from 
Sheffield, which informed him that they had a numerous meeting' 
and had determined to petition no more for a Pailiamentar^ 
Reform ; he likewife iaid, that this letter contained the dravoiig 
of iome knives which were making there^ of a particular con- 
ftru&ion, for cutting of xeins % tJbe letter contained a drawing', 
Wijdi this obfervation— rthefe are the inftruments we (hall foon uie. 

J^. What were they ftated to be for ? 

A. To be fixed againft the end of poles, and to be ufed agaii4fc. 
the military. 

^. What were the knives fo\\ 

A. For cutting • the reins. 
'.^ Cutting the reins of what I 
t A. IdonotrecoQedwhedierhcjmticulaffyexplai^ 
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^ It. was ftated that thofe ixiftriunents were to a£l tgainft the 
mlttary? 

A Yes. 

^ Do you mean ftated in terms, or diat you colle£led that T 

jf. It waa ftated in teFins ; it was further iaid, die principel 
dependance of the fociety was in iecuring the Royal Family^ and 
both Houfes of Parlian^t, 

Qoi rftbi Jury. What date was this ? 

J. On Ae iZ5th of April ; he further fiiid, if diey caM itfift 
tfie ftrft ftiock, there would be ng dan^ to be apprehended 
afterwards* . . 

^. If who could refift the firft fliock f 

ji. I confidered it to be die members of the difierent ibciedes ; 
if they could refift die ftrftfliockftom the jinny* thattherewoiiU 
be no fear forwards, 

J^ Did they give anyreafoa why die ftrft ibodc being refiflcdi 
there would be no fear afterwards ? • . i '-^ 

A They iaid die Royal Family being fecured, die army would 
bave no head to look up to, and would be glad to accsept the addi-i 
lional pay that would be oiFerfd tfaenv 

^ Who waa that additiooal pay to be oflSn'ed by ? 

A. I underftood by the focictics. . 

^ Do you remember any obferYatioti diat I£llier made iqxiii^ 
diat additional pay being offinred to the army widi refpe^t to die 
fomparifon of Hxpence a-day with any other iiim I 

A There was fomething fatd, I beheire it was ei^iteenhpesuce^ 
dmt the men would not fight for fixpencea«day if diey could havp 
cighteen*penco>-^I think it was, but I am not pofidve to the fum. 

«^ Whether any of the jperfons prefent at die dme diet thc^br 
obfervations were made, and tbcfe bSt^ ftated:i made any ob- 
Jfidskm to them } 

A. None ; but I think it is proper to ftate that one perfim ym, 
very much in liquor and took no part in that converfiidon, 

^ Thofe who converfed were not in liquor ? 

A No. 

^ Thofe toii^ooLthcobfifvations were addFefied, except die 
•He T^ho took no part, were they fober I 

A. Perfeaiy 
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'. J. PprfeiMjr fober. 

^. Did any one make any obfervadon th^t had a tendeticy tn^ 
reprrfs this converiation ? 

J, One of them, Bemiett, went out with me into the ftreet^ 
SMUl his CPnyerfatign w^ fo violent, and he fpoke (o loud, that I was 
9hliged to check hiip, and told him the people in the ftreet were 
hearing him* 

^ Do ypu know a perfon of the name of Baxter ? 

^. I do. 

^ Was he a member of the London Correfponding Society ? 

yf. I have feen him at divifions. 

^ At other times fmce that, have you heard any obfervation 
from Hillier or Baxter, upon the fubje£t of anning ? 

• uf^ On^e 9th of May was the moft material converfation I 
had with Baxter, that was at Hillier's houie ; he faid he had 
been wi^ an officer who had beeo lately-—— 

^ Whg were the perfbns prefeat befides Baxter ? 

^ Ba;Kter, thisBennet, Hillijer, a man whofe name I was. told, 
was Hill, and fome other perfons, whofe namea I do not know^ 
were prefent during ^ part of this converl^tion ; Baxter dated, 
^hat he 1144 -been vfitix Mr* Joyce, who was fecretary to Earl 
$mibope : Mr. Joyce tqld him there wasi no danger to be appre-^ 
kfK\i^ froip Stone, that Stone had too much firmnefs to let then^. 
I^t wj dii^ o^t of him. by intimidation. 

^ Who were yo.u fpeaking ot by the name of Stone i 

4^ A perlw I underftood who was confined in Newgate. 

^ Did you underftand he had been examined before his Ma^* 
ff^fs Privy CqunciL 

. ^ I underftood that he was committed upon a charge of High 
Treaipp ; we had fi>me converiation about Hajnilton Rowan's 
crfcape; he (aid) Earl Stanhope's ipeechwasi to be printed, withaa, 
addition, which yras to be very cautioufly put in i he (aid, the 
Committee of Correfpondence and Coroper^tion were preparing 
W addrels to the army, with fixne ftrong refolutions ; he faid, 
^t prudent and determined men were wante4 to propagate the 
opinions contained in tfaofe refcJutions^ 

«S. Were they ^yante4 tg propagate them ? 

y/. He 
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A. He ftated, that one Moore had been pardculariya^vesil 
fbccefiful in getting over the army. 

^ Did he tell you ivhat defcription of the army he had been 
Cdore fuccefsful with than the other ? 

A. He (aid, they had moft to fear ftom the yojung rcFruits; 
jAey had fuoceeded beft with die dd foldjers in Weftminfter ; he 
£iid, if one third of the army w?is got over, the other Jwo think 
would not ad with ipirit againft them ; he jdien afked me if I 
luiew any perfon who would buy a pike. 

^ Wbo are you fpeaking of now ? 

A. Baxter. 

Lord Chief JuftUg Byre, Who was it faid all Ais ? 

A. Baxter. 

Mr. Garrow. Did he mention any iStimg with refi)e£l to hit 
interview with the officers ? 

A, Yes, he faid that the ofiicers had made ufe of an e^preffioii 
not fit to be repeated, and afked him why he did not blow them all 
iq> togedier ; he (aid {(he officer had ^eeiqi lately preikp$e4 tp |h^ 
Queen uppn his promotion. 

i^ You thiidc it an indecent expreffion ? 

^ It is as applied to fudi a peribn as him $ he faid, diat dw 
officer had alked Baxter why they did not blow up the whole £unily 
together ; he then afked me if I knew any friends who would 
purdiafe a pike ; I faid I fhould have no obje£Hon to purchafe one, 
but that it would be of no ufe unlets I knew how to ufe it ; he fidd, 
if I went either the Thurfday or the Friday following, and made 
ufe of his name at the fign of die Parrot, in Green- Arbour-coorti^ 
in the Old-Bailey ; I yras to afk for one Edwards, that he wouU 
be cafled out to me, and I was dien to tell him that Baxter had 
fent me, and then I was to have a pike, and I &ouId be intro- 
duced to others, who would leam the ufe of them with me, and 
diat Edwards was very clever at the ufe of it, and would aifift us 
in learning ; he fl^atcd, that pikes were much cheaper ffaan muf- 
kets, and that it would be impofHble for djc number to procure 
mufkets on account of the expence. There is another circum- 
^ance, he ilated, that perfons with mufkets might do ^ great deal 
f}f mifchiefif they did not know properly the ufe of them : ^ T nurde 
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ta dbfervatioh) .ibat I thought we might have a Reform in ParUa^ 
ment without coming to blows ; he (aid, is there one man in die 
fociety who believes a Parliamentary Reform is all we want — no^ 
not one ; he (aid, ths^ many m^n- of property had hitherto kept 
back on account of the (anguinary condu6): of die French, but 
that they were now willing to come forwar<iy as diey were con^ 
vinced that a revolution might be e(Fe<Sled in a few hours ; he fsud^ 
for his own part^ he did not wi(h the Kingy or any of his familyy 
to lofe their lives, but he thought diey might ga ta Hanover ; he 
faidy it muft be expeded that (bme bloodmud; be (bed ;; (bme paiv 
ticular pertbns had offered fuch infults to the people,, that human 
nature could not overlook ; the conver(ation afterwards- turnedi 
relative to Thelwall^s having been indi£):ed| in which there was 
nothing very material. 

^. Was Hillier prefent during the whole of this converlatioa 
of Baxter? 
^. Yes. 

^ Was it pronounced in a way in which every peribnmig^ 
hear ? 

j/^ They might ', but I did not pay much attention to anjr 
thing that fell from him, from this circumftanco— that Baxter 
was one of the ccmimittee of Correfpondence and Co-operadoo^ 
I thought I fhould obtain moft information from his converiatio% 
therefore I attended more to him. 

^. Did he ftate whether any, and what number of pikes 
were ready at that time, at any place ? 

J. He faid, that many thou&nd were making at Sbeffidd, tiaat 
die heads were only to come from there^ but that they were to 
be ftocked in towiu 

^. Did he give any caution with refpeft to converfmg in the 
divifion-meeting, refpe£ting the pikes, at that time i 

jf, tie recommended that nothing of that fhould be mentioned 
at any of the divifion-meetings, till th^ new conftitution fhould 
be adopted. 

^ The new conftitution of the fociety ? 

jf. Yes^ of the fociety. 

^ Did he give any reaTon for the neceflity of that caution ? 

^. Yes 
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^ M^ Yes, hi iaid, becaufe there \WJtcl 4)ies^in the (bciety* 

^. Was there any thing faid in thd eourfe of this edifverfitioii 
;ivith refytSt to the French Emigrants f 

. ^. It was ftated by Baxter, that it tl'oiiM be advlfeaUe to let 
ihofe who were prifoners out, and, if ^e French Emigfants 
attempted to refift, they (hould ihare the fate of i]^ at Paris. 
. ^, What prifoncrs ? 

A The French prifoners of war* 

^ Did he n»ne any af thofe perfolfs who had oflfere^ hA 
anfults to the people that human nature could not overlook ? 

j/. He named feverad, I cannot i^oUe£i all ; Mr. Pitt wH 
«ae, Mr. Dundas another, and Mr. Reeve$» 
- J^ And other pedbns i 

A. Yes. 
: j^. In the courfe of that eveiiing, did you return to your borne 
in company with Baxter ? 

A^ I went. part of the way home with Baxter. 
: ^ Did he, in the courie of you# gMng home,- efdarge upon 
any of the fubjeSs you had been converfing about ? 

A* I underllood that the piirpoie ef their addrefs to the army, 
was to excite a jealoufy between our troops and the French Emi^ 
grants, which were forming into regiments \ he ftated the means 
diat Moore had ufed to get over fome of the army \ that he had 
told them that by their oath they were to fight for their King and 
countijTj but whett Ac King and country were at variante, they 
had a right to fight on which fide they pleafed. 
.: ^ Did he ftate to you any of the other arguments that Moore 
had ufed with the army ? 

A. He recommended that I fhould mix with them^ ti^eat diem 
with beer, and enlarge upon ^e feverity of their uiage and the 
finaUnefs of their pay \ but I muft firft found their principles^ and 
if I found them Ariftocrats, then I muft not go on. 
. J^ In the courfe of die evening, when this converlktion was 
had, was Hillier's pike produced \ 

A* I do not recoiled that it was. 

^ Was it produced at any time when any ofthoiepcrfons were 
pr«fent widi you f 

A It 
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jf« liwaspFOchtctclafierthaty ar: ahodier xheetu^, anthel6d| 
of May: 

^ Where was that meeting at ? . . 

A AtHiUier's. 

J^ This is not a divifton meeting, btit the meeting of fome 
few members ? . 

A Yes. 

^ Who were the perfons prefent upon the i6th? 

A, I beliere I am wrong in point of date i it wa» on the 17th 
of May. 

Mr. G arrow. The Attorney-Geneial fuggefts ti^ me, whedier 
it is poilible that I fhould go into any examination refpeding£i& 
which took placer after the priibncr was in cuftody i 

Lord Chief Baron Macdonaid. When was he taken up ? 

Mr^ Gar row. On the 1 2th of May. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyn. No, I think it would not be proper. 

Mr. Gar row. Then we do not wifh to examine as to any bQ% 
which have happened fub&quent ; I have at prefent confined my 
examination to fads prior to his being taken into cuflody. Da 
you recoiled the circumAance of Mr. Hardy's being appre* 
bended? 

^ I da 

^ Had you any convedation with refpeA to admiffiofl to die 
Houfe of Commons i If that was after Ibrdy was apprehended, 
I do not «nquii« intb it* 

A. It was after. 

^ Do you remember a paper being dtftributed with refped to 
the Ins and the Outs ? 

Alio, 

^« Where was that diftributed ? 

A At the meeting at the Coach and Horfes, in Hatton-garden* 

^ Was that before Mr. Hardy was apprehended ? 

A. It was after the apprehenfion of Mr. Hardy. 

j|^ With refped to all theie drcumftances that you colledtd 
from time to time, you communicated them to Mr. Wickham, 
die ms^ftratCi. and with bis approbation attended thefe meetings ? 

^. I did. 

^ And 
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I jl^ And attended tbemfiurAecxptefi ptirpdre of^vihgAli 
information ? 
^ I did^ 

Edward Gojlingi 
Crofs examined by Mr. Erjkinu 

ig. What is your Chriftian name i _ 

A, Edward; 

J^ Edward Gofling t 

J. Yes. 

J^. Are y^HT father and mother living ? 

jf. Yes; 

^. What are you by employment, or trade ? 

A. At prefent I am employed by Mr. Wickham^ 

j^ I am not calling you to an account for any general cmi^&f* 
ment, if you are an honeft man in the execution of it ; do yoa 
mean employed in this bufinefs ? 

J. Yes, and in writing too ; I was employed before this bufi- 
nefs by Mr. Colquhoun, in writing. 

J^. What fort of writing ? 

J. Both in his private bufinefs and on his public bufmefs« 

^. Mr. Colquhoun is an attorney, is he ? 

J* No, a Magiftrate in Worfliip-ftrect. 

^ When did you begin writing for him ? 

jI. About September laft^ but that wa^ only occafionally. 

^. What way of life had you been in before that ? 

J. Before that I kept a broker's fhop. 

^. Was you a dealer in naval ftores ; I am not afking any 
queftion you can objeft to, was you a dealer in naval ftores i 

A. I never in my life, upon my oath, to my knowledge, bought 
a ftore diat ever was the property of his Majefty, if diat is ni^t 
you mean ? 

Mr. Erjkine. I fliould have no right to a(k that queftion. 

A. I know the reafon for which it was put ; and it is a quef- 
tion which, if I was not confcious of my innocence, I had no 
right to anfwer, but as I knew I could fafely do it> I thought 
it proper to anfwer. 

4 .^. Then 



* -»%■ "TTicn,' perhaps, you have never (aid to anybody the dureA 
Contrary of what you are faying now to me ? 

:^. I did fey the direct contrary j I was afked by Mr. Worfhip, 
when I went to buy a print, what I was ? and what my addrefs 
was ? as I conceived he would not let me have the print if I told 
him I was with aMagiftrate, I told him I dealt in naval ftores. 

^ Did you never fay to any body thiat you dealt in luival 
ftores ; and that you fliould think no more of cheating the King 
than of guillotineing him ? 

jf. Never to my knowledge, I will fwear pofitivcly, Inevet 
mentioned the word guillotineing the iCing. 

^ Did you never fay to any body, upon your oath, Aat yott 
lived by fmuggling, and cheatihg the Iting in his ftores i 

jf. Never upon my oath. 

^ Itave you always gone by the name of GoAing ? 

^. I have not ; and as means were yefterday ufed to detei" me 
From giving evidence, I am willing to explain them, and ani wil^ 
ing to explain why I ivent by another name ; as I find every ad-» 
/antage is willed to b^ taken of" mc, I truft the mercy of the 
Court will not fuffer any improper queftion to be put to me } 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre, As to any queftion which tends to 
iccufe you of any crime^ not immediately conne£l;ed with this 
natter, I will proted you, but at the feme time keep your 
remper, attend to the queftion^ and give it a dire<Sl anfwer. 

Mr. Erjkine. I have treated you ivith civility I am fure<— Did 
yott ever go by the name of Douglas ? 

J. I did. 

^ When did you firft aflume the ilame of Douglas } 

jf. I believe, as much as ten years fince. 

^ How long did you continue the name of Douglas ? 

Goflingk I would wi(h to relate the circumftances under whick 
[ took that n^me^ 

Lord Chief Juflice Eyre^ You had better anfwer the queftion. 

J. I carried on the bufinefs of a hair-drefler in that name, for I 
believe pretty near feven years* 

^ Where did you refide ? 

J. In Weftminftcr. 
Vol. IL A a ^ Whti% 
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^ Where m Weftminfter ? 

A In Petty France, No. 3. 

J^. When did you firft come to live in Petty France, Na J 
as a hair-drefler, by the name of Douglas ? 

jf. It IS about ten years fince, I do not know that I could 
ftate exaftly the time, I believe, it muft be about the year 1784. 

J^. I am not very particular as to dates, I do not want to be 
in any of your fecrets, if there can be any reafon in the world 
for your not chufing to anfwer me. — Had you any particular 
feafon for changing your name ? 

jf. I will ftate my reafon, my father had a fhop of bufinefs in 
the city, his bufinefs was chiefly in the wig and (having way, 
for improvement I wifhed to go to the weft end of the town. 
I went and worked with a man, whofe name was Penton, in 
Bloomfljury, for improvement ; it was, perhaps, from fclfe 
pride I did not chufe it to be known that I was working as a 
journeyman, when my father kept four or five men; and as for 
taking the name of Douglas I took it from a pky-bill. 
' J^. I have naobjedlion to a decent pride, you took a very good 
name* — It ftruck you in a moment to take the name of Douglas 
from a play-bill. 

yf. That was the reafon that ftruck me at that time, and I had 
no thought of continuing under that name. 

^ Pray how long did you play this part of Douglas. 

A I continued near feven years in that name, and it was from 
this cireumftance.— • 

^. Da you know a Mr^ Lincoln ? 

A, I do, I did not recolkcl hlm^ but I wifli to ftate ibmc 
cireumftance. 

^. Pleafe to anfwer rny queftion firft, you know Mr* Lin* 
coin .? 

A. I da 

^ Who is Mr. Lincoln ? 

A. Mr, Lincoln I underftand to be fomething to Mr* Mac-* 
namara, he collefts rents for him, I believe. 

^ Did you at any time, I am not aflcing you any thing dial iJ 

iminal^ did you at any time borrow any money of him ? 

A\ 
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>4l I dm, and will ftate the circumftances If you pleafe* 

'^ How long ago is it that you borrowed any money, and 
^hat fum of him ? 

jf. I am upon my oathj I do not know the particular fum, ilgr 
. cannot ftate the particular time, 1 believe it is fouj>or five years 
ago. 

^ Was it ten guineas ? 

^. Ten pound, or guineas, I do not know which ? 

^ Did you give him a note for it. 

j/. YeS) in the name of George Douglas, part of which I paid, 
part my wife paid, and the remainder he has been fince paid; 

^ When did you pay part df it yourfelf ? 

jf, I cannot ftate the time. 

^ Did not Mr. Lincoln cOme into the London Coffee-houfc 
by mere accident, where the witneffes for the Crown are, I be- 
lieve, provided with what is fit for them to havCj and faw you 
there, and faid how do you do Douglas ? 

jfi Permit me to explain^ that that was not the way; that 
Would carry a different conftrudlion from the manner in which it 
was donei Mr* Macnamara firft eame himfelf, whom I never 
had feen ; he afked me queftions j I told him a ftaircafc there with 
' a man I had neVer feen, was not a place to enter into an explanation 
Upon the fubjefti 

^ I am not fpeaking about Mr. Macnamara, but afking 

what paffed when Mr* Lincoln came into the London Coflxse- 

houfe ? 

jt. I was from Mn Macnamara's conduct: to me fo confufed 

tfiat I hardly knew what I faid. 
^1^. Mr* Macnamara had been there before, and had behaved 
K- lA fuch ainanner that you was fo flurried that you did not know 
in^at you faid to Mr* Lincoln when he came in ? 

j//, i declare, I did not recolleft Mr. Lincoln's perfon^ having 
never feen him but once or twice in my life. 

^ But you recoUecft what you faid to mej not two minutes 
ago 5 that Mr. Macnamara had been there before, and had be- 
haved in fiich a manner, that when Mr; Lincoln came you were 

A a a fy 
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(o confufcd, from Mn Mskrnamara's condufl:, that you hardly 
knew what you faid ? 

jf. I certainly did fay fo. 

j^ He (aid to you, how do you do Douglas ? 

j/. He did not. When he came up he afked me firft what my 
rtame Was ? I faid Edward Gofling ; faid he, did you never go 
by any other name ? did not you rent a houfe of me ? my name 
is Macnamara; I faid this is not a place proper for explanation; 
he faid I came otit of humanity to you, — Jrou know you gave a 
note to Mr. Lincoln, fome part of which is not paid, and I only 
came out of humanity to you to inform you, that when you ap- 
pear in evidence this will be brought forward. 

J^. What would be brought forward ? 

A This note would be produced. I told him I had not the 
money. I offered Mr. Lincoln the money afterwards. 
■ j^. Did you know where Mr. Lincoln lived in the interval, 
between the time when you borrowed the money frpm him and 
to the time you faw Mr. Macnamara and Mr. Liiltoln, at the 
London Coffee-hoafe. 

jf. I knew where he lived at the time I borrowed it j I do not 
know vrtiether Mr. Lincoln had moved or not* 

J^ Had you feen him in the interval ? 

J. I paid a part of the money, and my Wife paid another part 
of it. It was to be paid by inftallments. 

J^. Let me afk an explanation of fomething, which I confefs I 
did not underftand ; how came you to fay, to Mr, Worihip, that 
you dealt in naval ftores ? 

jf. Becaufe I thought, that would preclude all enquiry ; be- 
caufe I did notchufe to give him my addrefs; becaufe I thought 
if he. found I was with Mr. Wickham, he would refuietfaeh to 
let me have what I wanted. 

Air. Attorney^GeneraL Do you mean Worihip the engraver ? 

-//. Yes J I faw he fufpefled I was not friendly to their caufe. 

Mr. Erjkine. Who is Mr. Worfliip ? 

A. A Secretary of a divifion of the Correfponding Society. 

^ Did you never make ufe of the expreiEoiis diat I afked you 
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to before, that you cared no more for cheating the King than 
the exprefSon I ftated before ? 

A. Never in my my life. 
^ ^. I afk you, upon your oath, whether many of thefe exr 
preilions, which you have been ftating to night, you did not 
make ufe of yourfelf, and endeavour to excite thofe people to do 
the things that you have been relating of them, and was repri- 
manded by them repeatedly for it ? 

A. Never. 

^. Upon no one occafion ? 

A. The only thing I ever did, I will ftate : that, on the Tuefday, 
after the apprehenfion of Hardy, I mentioned what had pafTed at 
the divifion, in Compton-ftreet, relative to the Committee of 
Emergency, and to know whether it was their intention to do 
the fame^ 

^. I afk you, upon your oath, whether you were not in the 
eonftant courfe of ufing inflammatory expreffions, which I won't 
repeat, going from one fociety to another ufing inflammatory 
cxpreflTions, to excite thofe people to fay to you things which you 
wanted them to fay ? 

A, I never wilhed, and do not to my knowledge know, that I 
ever ufed any on^ expreflibn of the kind ; in fome refpefts I may 
have appeared to have approved of their proceedings with the 
view which was my fole defign. I did not wifli to lead Baxter 
on, f>pr did I find fault with him, from this circumftance, that as 
I had reafon to belieye, that arms were fecreted, and it was my 
iirifh to difcbyer where they were, d>at they might be found, and 
die mifchief prevented, 

j^ It was natural you fhould fey nothing if you went with a 
view of difcovering that which was dangerous to the public, — 
But I afk you, whether you did not go about from place tp place 
ufmg the moft inflammatorv expreffions. 

^. I never did. 

j^ You fey that pofitively ? 

A» Yes. 

^ That you never did ufe inflammatory expreffions of the fort 
^ jrou have been mentioning ? 

Aa3 A%"^^v 
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A No, 

^ Do I underftand you to fwear pofhlvely then, that you 
never made ufe of any inflammatory expreifions, when I put you 
in mind of fome of them now. — Why do not the fociety learn the 
ufe of arms, it would be of great ufe, there is nothing to be dome 
without arms ? 

jl. I never made ufe of fuch an expreflion ever. 

^ Nor never made ufe of any expreflion of that nature, to 
excite any of the people at the focieties tp believe you would do 
mifchief of any fort. 

j1. No, never to my knowledge, I never ufed any inflammatiMy 
expreflion, or any means to excite them to difturbancc, or any 
means whatever. 

^. Now go to your notes and tell me what days, and at what 
places you attended in the profecution of that which was extremely 
laudable, if it was honeft, the times and the places. — But before I 
trouble you with that, do you know a Mrs. Coleman } 

A. I do not. 

Mr, Erjkine. Look acrofs to the Jury. 

A. I do not know a Mrs. Coleman now. ' 

^ Did you ever know a Mrs. Coleman ? 

A. I did. 

^. Had you any dealings pf any fort with her ? 

A, Certainly, (he rented a fliop of me. 
• ^ Had you no dealings of any other fort .? I am not putting 4 
queition of any immoral nature. 

A, Certainly I had bufinefs, fhe rented a (hop of me. . 

^ Is that all? 

A^ She died at my houfe, and I buried her. 

^. Did fhe leave any will } 

A, Yes. 

^ Who did flie leave her property to ? 

A, Her property was partly left to one Burroughs, and partlj^ 
to one James Leech. 

^. Who made the will ? 

A. I wrote it. 

^ Do you know Mrs. Biffin I 
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^ You was very ill ufed about that bufinefs, in which you had 
done nothing but that which was right ? 

Gojling, How ill ufed ? 

Mr, Erjkine. I mean you got into fome difpute and trouble 
about It, 

j1» None at all, I was in no trouble about it 

^ There was no complaint made againft you of any fort ? 

A. There was no juft caufe of complaint. 

^ I do not afk whether there was any juft caufe of com- 
plaint, but was there any complaint made againft you by any 
body upon the fubjcflt ? 

J, I cannot fay I recolle£t the particular circumftances that 
might pafs, there was a brother by a former hufband who came 
up out of the country, 

^ Do not underftand me to be doing fo improper a thing as 
to be imputing any crime to you, and to afk you to reveal it, ^ar 
from it, I only afk whether any body was wicked enough to make 
any complaint of your conduft in that cafe ? 

A. I do not know that there was any complaint, 

^ Will you fwear there was none — upon your oath, was 
there no complaint miade againft you upon the fubjeft of this 
wiU? 

A. I cannot tell what complaints may have been made, 

^ Upon your oath, was there not a complaint made againft 
you, to your knowledge, for fabricating this will ? 

A, Never, that I know of, 

^ Will you fwear that ? 

Af I will fwear I never heard any fuch thing, 

^ Who was Mr, Leech? 

A» A man who was formerly an apprentice, and kept a fliop 
nearly oppofite, who fet up in oppofition to me, 

jg. In what trade? 

A' In the fame bufinefs of a hair-drefTer. 

^ And that woman died at your houfe and left her property 
U> him ? 

^/I 4id not fay (he left her property to him, 
- ' A a 4 ^ 1 ^&s4 
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J^. I aiked you to whom (he left her property ? 

-//. I tgld you to be divided equally between a perfon-of the 
name of Burroughs, at Edmonton, and a James Leech, 

J^. Was that James Leech your rival oppofite? 

jf. Nq. 

J^. Who was diat James Leech to whom this woman kft this 
money? 

jf. A fon of my wife's. 

^ Who was Burroughs, who was that other perform ? 

j/. A coufin of her's, or fome fuch thing, 

i^. What connexion had you with the woman ? 

jf. I had no connccSlion, any further thaii rendering her every 
fervice in ray power, during a long illnefs, in which 1 was at 
confiderable expence. 

j^. How long had Ihe lodged at your houfe \ 

A. I cannot tell exactly. 

^. A year ? 

)f. I cannot tell. 

^ Will you fwear that fhe lived fix months with yoi^ \ 

A, I do i^ot know the time, 

^ Was it two months ? 

A. It was longer than that. 

^ Three months? 

4* Longer than that. 

^ Four, months ? 

A. I cannot ftate to a month. 

J^. Was the will made by an attorney ? 

A. It was not. 

^ Byyourfeif? 

A. Yes. 

J^, Am I to take you that you mean to fwear now, that no 
complaint was made againft you as having forged that will ? 

A. I fwear, that to the beft of my knowledge or recoUedion, 
I never hesu'd fuch a thing. 

J^ Will you fwear, pofitively, you neycr haye Ijceii duu-gcd 
widi it \ a man that is charged with a capital felony cannot fpr* 
jjctit? 
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A. I do not recolleft that ever I was, 

j^. Good God ! Do you mean to fwear that you do not re* 
member, whether you was charged with a capital felony or 
not? 

A, I do not know that I ever was. 

^ Will you fwear, pofitively, that no fuch charge was 
brought ^igainft you ? 

A. I can fwear no further than, that to the beft of my know^ 
ledge, it never was* 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. A charge brought when and where, 
it may be a hOi within his knowledge, or it may not. 

Mr, Erjkine^ I am afking you whether there was not a com-« 
plaint made, that you was charged in your own prefence with 
having done it I 

A. Never, to my knowledge, 

^. Am I to underftand that there was not a complaint made 
in your prefence againft you for having forged that will ? 

A. I do not recolle£l that any perfon ever did. 

J^. Wont you go the length of fwearing that nobody ever 
did do fo ? 

A, I can only fpeak to the beft of my recoUeftion and know- 
ledge. 

Mr, Garrow. I fubmit to your lordfliip that is the oriy 
anfwer a witnefs can make to fuch a queftion ? 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre, There is no occafion for your in- 
terrupting the examination, probably, it is an anfwer, but he may 
be prefled to fee whether he can anfwer &rther or not. 

Mr. Erjkinf, \Yhe^er any body ever charged you with it 
in your prefence ? 

A, I never recolle£l that any perfoi) ever did 

^ Do you know a Mr. Cox ? 

A, Yes; I knowMr. Co^achefemonger, 

^ How long have you known him i 

A. I cannot exa6Uy ftate hov^ loqg I )iav$ 4^t with him. 

J^. Dealt with him in what ? 

^. In cheefsipongery 9nd |7utter| ani! things of that kind} and 
fooiebams. 

^ Fpr 
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J^. For the ufe of your family ? 

A. Yes; and to fell. 

J^ I thought you were a hair-drefler ; what, do }'ou deal in 
hains ? 

A. My wife kept a (hop of that fort, and I drefled hair. 

SIp Have you never had any other fort of dealings with Mr, 
Cox, than that which any man has with a fair tradefinan that 
bought hams of him in the ordinary courfe of bufmefe ? 

A. No. 

4^. And you fwear that, pofitively ? 
. y/. I do not remember any thing elfe, if you name any particu* 
lar charge, if it comes within my knowledge I will own it. 

Mr, Erjkine, I do not fland here to make charges. 

Gojling, I purchafed hams of him, and in fome there were 
great holes filled up with mortar and flones. 

J^ Then the hams were of a bad quality, filled up with mor- 
tar and ftones ? 

A. Some of them were, 

i^ Then Mr. Cox, the checfemonger, fcems to have cheated 
you ? 

A. Certainly; he did not ufe me well when I was ignorant in 
the bufinefs. 

J^ Mr. Macnamara came in order to intimidate you from be- 
ing a witnefs here ? 

Lord Chief yujiice Eyre, Confider whether it will be pru- 
deht to go into an examination upon that, if Mf. Macnamara has 
been fo imprudent as to go into a Coffee-houfe, and talk to the 
witnefs, it would be at befl an incautious thing for a gentle- 
man to go where the Crown witneiTes are, to enter into conver- 
fation with them ; and, I think, it had better not be done, I hope 
no other gcntlman will do it. 

Mr, Erjkine, I am furc he did not. 

Mr, G arrow ^ I fliall examine to it ? 

Mr, Erjkine, You will examine to it when I have done, I 
fuppofe ? 

Am I to underfland you to fay, that you never dealt at all in 
ftores, I do not mean to fay difhoncftly or improperly f 

Gojling^ 
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^ojllng. What kind of ftores ? 

Mr. Erjkine. Naval ftores — fhip ftores. 

A, I have purchafed old cordage, bad facking, and fuch WvA of 
things ; but thofe I do nott:oiifider to come under the denomina- 
tion of naval ftores, 

^. What were the articles that you purchafed ? 

A. What is commonly called haiid-ftuffing, ufed for making of 
paper. 

i^ Did you never fay, I do not afk you whether you did it, 
becaufe I have no right to do that, but you never faid diat you 
>vas a dealer in raw materials ; that the perfon you fpoke to, aik^ 
you to explain it ; and whether in anfwer to that you faid diat 
you attended the fale of his Majefty's ftores at the Dock-yards, 
at Sheernefs, and fo on — that you were well acquainted with the 
Store-keepers, and that you generally bought them at a fifth of 
their value, by feeing the Store-keepers to condemn them ? 

A, I never faid that — ^I wdll relate to you one circumftancc 
upon which that is taken : — I wiftied to get information refpeS- 
ing them, and Mr. Colquhoun would give me credit for that, it 
was upon that very bufinefs I was taken into his employment to 
give intelligence refpecling tliat — ^I underftood from Hillier that 
he had a relation who was a Quarter-mafter there, and I wiflied, 
through his means, to obtain information for the fervice of go- 
vernment. 

^. Why you had a great deal upon your hands — you fay yoa 
told him the lame as Mr. Worfhip ; you did not tell Mr. Wor- 
fhip that ? 

A, I told him I was a dealer in naval ftores. 

J^. But did you tell Mr. Worfliip that the way you dealt was 
by feeing the Store-keepers to condemn them ? 

A, No, I did not tell him that. 

^. When you was reproved for that, did you not juftify your 
condu£l, and fay that you had followed the practice for years, and 
|:hought it no crime to cheat the King. 
A. Never. 

^. Was it in die fervice of Mr. Colquhoun, that you bought 
that paper ftufi* and diings ? 

A. \ never 
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A. I never bought any paper ftufF belonging to his Majefty 
in my life, upon my oath. 

^ But lafk you, was you both a dealer in {lores yourfelf 
honeftly ; and was you employed as an informer to prevent other 
people being difhoneft ? 

A. I never had, to my knowledge, any charge brought againft 
me for difhonefty for it — ^I obtained every information I could to 
prevent children and other perfons, that might be tempted to pur- 
loin things — the information was not given againft any perfon, 
but merely hints to prevent pilfering — ^no perfon was accufed 
upon tiiat informatio.i, nor did I receive any reward for it. 

^. I do not comprehend you, explain to me what was the 
reafon why you told IJillier you had been in the conftant courfc 
of cheating government in that fafliion ? 

A^ I did not tell Hillier I had been in a conftant courfe of 
cheating the King ; he mentioned to me bis having a relation a 
Quarter-mafter at the yards, and to whom he talked of fending 
fome of the refolutions \ I thought that from him, as it is the 
Quarter-mafter that puts up the ftores, that I might obtain fome 
information relative to thofe ftores. 

j^. Is that an anfwer to my queftion ; I afked you why you 
told Mr. Hillier you were in the courfe of doing that which you 
have been now ftating ? 

A, I did not tell him I had been in th^ coi^rfe of cheating die 
King at all. 

^ Nor any thing to that eiFeft ? 

A. I only told him that I was a dealer in nayal ftores, nothing 
further. 

^ Did you ever tell him that there were great quantities of 
copper conveyed out pf the docks, aiid the maqner in which it is 
conveyed out ? 

A. Never, the manner in which it is conveyed out. 

^. Whether you did not tell him the cqpper was conveyccj 
out of the Dock-yards in butter firkins ? 

A. No \ I have given information to Mr, Colquhoun that 
copper has been fent away, but that was not from the King's 
ftores i but fuppofed to be copper frauduleptly conveyed away. 
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J^. I am a(king you^, whether you did not tell him you had 
been employed yourfelf in conveying away this copper ? 

A. I never told him that I was employed, I wiflied to gain 
^vhat information I could from him, and that was the fole pur- 
pofe. 

^ Did you ever tell him that you was acquainted with a 
woman who liv^d fomewhere about Tooley-ftreet, and that there 
were twelve hundred weight found upon her premifes ? 

A. I told him I had heard fuch a feizure had been made, but 
I never faw the woman in my life j I had heard of it, and merely 
related that I had heard that fuch a thing was the fe<El. 
- ^. Now I have nothing more to afk of you except the dates^ 
which you will be fo good as to give me with great correflnefs \ 
what was the firft time that you attended any of thofe focieties ? 

A. The 15th of April ; upon the 14th, I was at a meeting at 
Chalk Farm; I became a member on the 15th. 

^. You never faw the prifoner at any of thofe meetings ? 

A. I fhould not know his perfon again ; I do not know diat 
I did ? 

j^. What part of the meeting was you in at Chalk Fann— • 
Was you in the room ? 

A. No, out in the grounds in the crowd. 

j^ On what day was you at any divifion meeting of the 
fociety ? 

A. On die 15th of April. 

^; At what place ? 

A^ At the Hope, in Northampton-ftreet, 

J^. What \^s the next time ? 

A* The Monday following, I believe. 

^ I wifli you to be correft ? 

A* I do not know that, I have not every paper with me. 

J^. But fuch papers as you have, that will furnifh me \wdi 
fbtes, let me have them ? 

A. On Monday following, I was at Morris's, in Brick-lane. 

SI* What number of perfons were there at that time ? . 

A. About twenty-five or twenty-fix, I fuppofe. 

^. You did not know their perions? 

A* I knew 
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A. I knew the perfbns of fome of them* 

^ Be fo good as to name them ? 

A. Bennet and HilJier, there were other perfbns, Captain 
WilLams, I believe, was there, an American* 

^. And about twenty-four or twenty-five perfbns ; now what 
was the next night ? 

^. On the Tuefday following, I was at the Hope. 

^ Were Hillier and Bennett there ? 

A. Hillier was there. 

^ How many perfons might be prefent there ? 

A, About kwtvi or eight and twenty. 

^ I underftand you to fay the converfations, you liaVe feccrt 
relating) were not accidental ones, but that it was the general 
fcope of the converfation almoft every night ? 

A That night at Morris's I did not hear any thing about 
arming. 

^ When did you hear about arming f 

A The 22d was the night when the delegate Wright made 
that obfervation, and the anfwer was given by Gordon, the 
fecretary. 

^. What was the next night upon which you heard any 6f 
tliofe abominable expreffions which you have fworn to here ? 

A. On the 29th of April, there was a converfation about 
arming. 

^ On what night, and at what place was that horrible ex* 
preiTion made ufe of concerning the King ? 

A. That was not at a divifion, that was at Hillier's houie« 

^. What was the date of that ? 

A, That was the 25th of April. 

^ Who were prefent ? 

A, A man whofe name I Was told was Hickfley, (who intro- 
duced the fubjecl by faying, he had received a letter from Shef- 
field,) Hillier, Bennett, another perfon, whofe name I do not 
know, and another man who appeared to be in liquor^ 

^ Are. you prepared to fwear pofitively, diat you heird 
thofe expreffions which you have fWorn to ? 

A^ I have already fworn thern, and they are tnte.* 

^ And 
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^. And you ftick to that ? 

^ Where was you upon the 29th ? 

^- At the Hope. 

^ Who were prefent ^t the Hope ? 

yf. There were two divifions met there tliat night, No. II^ 
EUid No. 6. 

^ What number were there of each ? 

yi I fuppofe about forty or fifty perfons together. 

^ Were there any expreffions about arming that night ? 

ji. There was a print propofed by Worfhip the engraver, and 
recommended to the ufc of the fociety. 

^ Was there any thing about arming for the purpofe of 
threatening the King, or overturning the Government ? 

-//. No expreflion of overturning the Government i but it was 
recommended to them to learn the ufe of arms. 

^ But was any particular purpofe ftated ? 

j/. I do not recollect, that there was any particular purpofe 
ftated. 

^ At what time, befides the two you have fpoken of, did you 
hear the expreffions that you have related ? 

jf. I have, at different times, of which I have not the dates, 
heard other people fpeaking of it, and approving of iu 

^. Do you mean members of the fociety ? 

A Yes. 

J^. What member? 

A. BirkS) the fame I faw at Chalk Farmr 

^ What is his Cbriflian name ? 

yt. I do not know. 

^ What did Birks fay to you ? 

jf. I do not recoUeft the particular converfation, becaufe I 
did not minute the words, therefore I will not attempt to fwear 
to the converfation ; I likewife heard a man of the name of Kdly^ 
and likewife I heard Eaton talk of arming. 

^ It was an armed afTociaticni of fixty people ', but armed . 
fojr thofe wicked purpofes you hs^e been talking pf ? 

A I heard Kelly fay fb, after the appreheniion of Hard)^ ^ , 
2 Edward 
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Edward Gojling^ 
fee-examined by Mr. Garrow. 

^ You (aid Worfhip produced an engraving at oneo^ttitf 
meetings; caft your eye upon that paper; is that one of thd 
engravings he produced? (Jhewing the witnefs a cdpper-plati 
print of the manual exercifa) 

A. I believe this to be one of them ; this was brought ai % 
proof; it was to be publiflied the next day J he brought it to the 
Ibciety, that they might fee it 

^. What have the Ibldiers got upon their heads \ 

A, He mentioned, that they were Sans CuUottes^ and the 
caps on their heads were to be coloured red. 

^ This is an engraving of the manual exercife, and of 
platoon firing ? 

A, Yes. 

^. When you applied to him, left he fhould fui^eA yOu 
were conne£^ed with a Magiftrate, you told him you was a Dealef 
in Naval Stores ? 

A. I did. 

^ And afterwards, in the reft of the converlation, you kept 
up that reprefentation ? 

A. I did. 

^ How long is it ago fince you gave a note to Mr. LincoIHy 
Mr. Macnamara's Agent ? 

A. I cannot exadly ftate the time ; about four or five yearsi- 

^. Did you give it to Mr. Macnamara, or to Mr. Lincoln ^ 

A, To Mr. Lincoln. 

§1* How much was the amount ? 

A, Ten pounds, or ten guineas. 

^ How much, at diis moment, is due.upon that note f 

A* I believe three guineas. 

^ Have you ever had any application from Mr. Macnamani, 
for the money, till after attending diis Court, in virtue of his 
Majefty's writ of fubpcena, and among the witnefles (oi die 
Cwwn? 

A Iiievfr 
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JL I never law Mr. Macnamara in my life before yefterday, 
not to know him. 

^ I need hardly aik you, whether you had had any perfonal 
application from Mr. Macnamara, to pay this money ? 

A. Never. 

^ Had you had any application^ upon his part, till you were 
fubpoened as a witnefs ? 

A. I did not fee him myfelf s I heard Mr« Lincoln had called 
upon me. 
. ^ How long ago ? - 

A. Three or four years ago. 

^ Did Mr. Macnamara come to you alone ? 

A* I was fitting at dinner; a perfon came, and iaid, firnie 
perfon came to fpeak to me ; I found Mr. Macnamara alone. 

j^. He laid he came out of humanity to you ? 

A. He faid, that he was a man of property, and had a large 
eftate in die country; that he was a friend to the King and 
Conftitution ; that he would fee ftri£b juftice done; and he came 
out of humanity to me to let me know, that this would be 
produced againft me in Court* 

J^. Ifwhat? 

A. He did not lay vdiat 

^ Did Mr. Macnamara demand the money, or defire you 
to pay \t i 

A. He alked me, if I remembered the circumftance; I laid 
it was an improper place to enter into an explanation; I did 
not know Mn Macnamara's perfon^ I told him, if he did, I mull 
ineet it in Court* 

^ You have been alked a vaft number of queftions, re-* 
fpefting Mrs. Coleman's will; was there any fuit inftituted to 
dispute the legality of that will ? 

A, None, 

J^ Was there any profecution for diat which is called die 
^rgery of it t 

A Nonct 

^ Was diere ever, to your knowle^e, any complaint madf 
a^mnft ywi that diere was any thing foul in tbc tranfii&ion? 
Vo&tll. Bb i£ Not 
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A* Not tint I know of; the brotber eame |o ifstrfn^'^ 
appeared perfe£Uy fatisfied ? 

: ^ Was it, upon your oatii, a &ir, h^neft- tranfiidion) as £ir 
as you had any thing to do with it; aye or npi 

A. It was. 



// nm being Half fafi One o'Qeciy en Friday Mornings tht 
Court adjourned to- Nine o^Qotk. 
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SESSION. HOUSE IN THE OLD BAILER, . 
Friday^ OSfobfT the ^tjlj JJ^ . 

PRESENT^ 

Loni Chief Jtfftice EYRE;. 

Lord Chief Baron MACDONALD; 

Mr. Baron HOTHAM; 

Mr. Juftice BULLER; 

Mr. Juftice GROSE;. 

And others his Majefty's JufticeSy &o 

Thomas Hardy fet to ths bar^ 

Mr. Attorney General Your Lordfhip wiD recolle£l, that 
Mr. Gofling, laft night, fpoke of a converfation, in Newgatej at 
which perfons of the names of RouiTel and Hillier were prefent. 
We are now going to proye, that Rouflel was a Member of 
die London Correfponding Society, with a view to produce fome 
papers' found upon liim, 

Mr. John Gurnell catted. 
^ Did you find that paper ? 
^. Yes; I found it at Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

^It was read.'] 

« nth Jufyy 1792. 

* Divifion 37, Number 47, Mn Rouflel, No. 4, Shepherd* 
« ftreet, Ne^ Bond^Dtreet/* 

Mr. Bernard Bailey (fworn.) 
Examined by A^. ubtorney Genirah 
J^ Look at that book, (Jhewing the %uitnefs a pamphlet^ in^ 
)i£eiy ^^Explanation of cfn Engraving of the Manual Exercife^ 
ind Platoon Firing -y'') has (bait jgoui" hand-writing upon it? 
JL It has, 

B b 3^ ^. Where 
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jJL* Where did you fine} that ? 

A. I found it in Mr. Rouflel's apartment* . ^ 

^. Look at that fong ? (Jhaving it to the wltnefs.) ** 
Jt This has mj hand-miling on it \ 1 found this in Mr, 

]R.oufr^'s apartment. 
j^ Where was RoufleTs apartment ? 
jL In George^ftreet, Bla^-fiiars$ Rouffd was prefentatthf 

lime, 

Mr^ Bernard BaiUjfi 
(profrrexamiiied hj Mr. GMs* 

^ Who was with you, when you found thefe papers ? 

jf, John Coomber, an officer, 

J^ Who defired you to go ? 

A Mr. Wickham, a Magiftrate, 

^ When did you find tKem ? 

-/i On the igth of May, 

Mr. Gibbs. I fubmit to jrour Lprdfliip, that, according toAi 
rule laid down yefterd^y, the fong is not evidence, being ibui^ 
ijtfter Mr, Hardy was taken up* ' 

L$rd Chief JuJHce Eyre. I wifli it ha^ been obfcnrw} 
before. 

Mr. Oibbs. I wifli it h^ ; but I did not know it till ( 
cam^ to die crofirexamina^ion c^the witnefs. 

[735^ Court ordered the Song to le firuck out of the 
evidetfce.'] 

Mr. Attorney General. I fubmit to your Lordihip, that 
the bode muft b^ evidence; becaufe th^ book, your Lordihip 
lees, is an explanation of the engraved plate^ which has been 
produced, and which was found before the prifqner ^fas in 
jcuftody. 

Mr. Gibbs. How do I know, that diis was not printed 
iffier Ae apprehenfion of Mr. Hardy? 

1 .'' I 
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Lord d/tef jfuJUce Eyre. The other was bmA bcfiMiei-* 
^e material objection is, that this may have been prijited afier« 
Wards; — it was found afterwards^ and there is no evidence of 
its exiftence before; therefore it muft be rejeded^ Onlefs you 
are prepared to (hew, that the printing exifted before. 

Mr. Attorney GeneraU The papers I am now going to 
produce were found, one in the cuftody of Mr4 Martin^ the 
other of Mr. Thelwall; they were found in dieir cuftody cer«* 
tainly after the prifoner was apprehended, but they bear date in 
Aprils ^7949 ^^ ^^7 appear j upon the lace of tibem, to have 
been prepared for the Chalk Farm Meeting. 

Mr. Gihbs. I only wifh to have your Lordfhips opinion; 
I do not mean to take up the time of the Court ; it iieems to 
me, that there is certainly the £une objection to this paper, as to 
thofe which were offered before^ of whatever date they may be^ 
unlefe they can prove^ either that they were in the pofleffion olf 
die prifoner, or of fome Member 6f the London Correlpooding 
Society, before he was apprehended^ or that he put that. date to 
them; the circumftance and bearing of the date certainly is not 
evidence. 

Mr. JttortUy GemraL Suppdiing the obje&oa to W well 
founded, which I do not admit, I believe I can prove, that th^ 
paper had an adual-exiftenee in the mondi of Aprils 1794^ 

A6^^ Gibbsk Prove they ejtifted in the pofleffion of &mc 
Member of the London Correfponding Society. 

Mr^ Attorney Generak I will prove, diat they exifted in tha 
ipofleffion of Mr* Martini 

Mn John Groves ((worm) 
Examined by Mr. Law* 

^ Vitcte yoii prefent at the Glob^ Tavern^ in the Strand, 
m the 20th of January, 1794 ? 

A. I was. 

li^ At a General Meeting of the Lonclon Correiponding 
Society i 

A. It was. 

B b 3 J^. Wa3 
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■^. Wasy^atntoibcroflhatfocicty? 

A No, nidC at that time. 

J^ When cfid'you become a member of diat foidety? 

jf. Very ^y in the month <rf February, 

^ Did yoa make any obfenrations of die proceedings \riiicli- 
took place on the loth of January, 1794 i 

A. Yes. 

^ What was your inducement to become z member of diat 
fecicty? 

A I was defired fo to do. 

^ You became a member fw Ae purpoie of diicoyering Aeir 
proceedings ? 

jf. I Was defired by a particular gentleman to go Acre foi 
tilat purpoie, whofe name I will mention, if you chufe it. 

^ There is no bccafion for mentioning the name, rdate ss 
well as you can what pailed on die 20th of January, 1794, at die 
Globe Tarem? 

■ • jf. TTiere tos a very-great aficmbly of people diere, and I 
IreKeve.Mr. Martin was called to the chair, who read' an addrc6^ 
and I believe a Mr. Ritcher afterwards read it over again. 
' ' j!^.' Do- y«ju recoiled: any particular toaft that was dnmk upon 
fcatoccafionr 

J. I- do '^not TecoJleS any particular toaff itow, but a grett 
liumbei^ were read, and by the paper that was printed I fliouldbe 
able to refre{h my memory. 

i^ You have no paper that you had at the time ? 

A I have none 

^ Do you recolle£l any converfetion held by any of the 
members of that Society at that meeting— what was the lan- 
guage ? 

A In general the language was univerial fuiFrage and annual 
parliaments j they were met for that purpofe. 

^ Was it menticMied in that fociety by what means dloie ob^ 
je6ks were to be obtained ? 

A. Not that day; I heard nothing that day about the means. 

^ Did you hear at any fubfequent meeting any converfiition 
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^ntii any member of the Correfponding Society by what means 
dut objeft was to be obtained ? 

^. I always underftood that they were to be obtained—— 

Afr, Gibbs, We don't mind what you always underftood, re- 
late what^any body iaid. 

Mr. Law. What was publickly profeffed in any of the meet- 
ings of that fociety to be the objeft and the means ? 

A, By enlightening the minds of the lower orders of Ae peo- 
ple, to give them opportunities of inftru£kion, that they njight 
know what the natural freedom of all mankind was. 

j^. Did they fay how they were to carry into eflFe<a that pyr- 
pofef 

jt. By the diftribution of certain papers calculated for Aeif 
imderftandings. 

Mr. Gibbsi Does ybur lordfliip think that this fort of exaijii- 
natioitOMght to go on without mentionii^ the name of any perfoa 
from whom it came ; it is, your lordfhip fees^ utterly impoffible 
for us to have an opportunity of contradicting thife kind of c^vi-^* 

Lord Chief juftice Eyrei If he knows who ihe i^rfbn^ wct^ 
l¥ho jmenttohed diefe particular^ he is now ftating^ he ought to 
give their names ; if he does not know the names of the per- 
ils,, he Should iUte it as being iaid by perjlbns of ^at io^ 
feiety< ' .i 

Mr. Law. Do you recollect any cdnverfatioh held by peiribns 
Whom you recollect to have been members of the Jlrondon Cor- 
refponding Society relpe<^g the means by which thefe pbjefis 
flperr to be obtained ? 

Ai I Cannot recolle«9: any particular perfon \ . but I may venture 
to fey it was-die general vcrice of . the fociety. 

j^. Did you hear any thing publicly exprefled.in the fociety 
about arms ? 

A. No, never; 

^ Was you prefent at any lefture df Mn Thdwall's f 
- Ai. I have two or three times been.there^ 
. L^,. What was;ldic-lbrtpf cjKhQrtation,.the objcft of thofe Ice-* 
tUfes? 

Bb4 A. That 
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* A. That is a matter of opinion I believe, if I am allowed tt 
give my opinion upon thofe leAures I will. 

^. I am not afking your (pinion of their general tendencyp 
but vidiat was the fubftance of them ? 

A. It was a general abufe of adminiftration ahogetiies^ 

J^. Did he fpeak of die brandies of the legiflature? 

A* Certainly, in their rcfpedive capacities. 

j^ In what manner did he reprefent them? 
" A^ In every way that was truly ridiculous. 

Six ^ ^^^ manner did he fpeak of his maj^fty ? 

A. In terms of contempt. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. What were thofe terms of con- 
tempt? 

A, I have heard him make ufe of the word Solomon. 

- ^. Did you ever hear him fpeak of the Houfe of Lords and 
ipeak of the utility or inutility of that branch of legiilature? 

A. I have. 
' J^. What did he fay about the Houfe of Lords? 

A. He faid that it was an ariftocratic branch that fwallowed if 
olmoft every other fun£bion of the government. 
' j^. Did he recommend the abolition of any of thole parts ? 

- A. A new mddiUation he recommended. 

' ^ In what manner did he recmnmend them to be new ao* 
deUed? 

A. By the general fenfe of the country. 

* ^ How to be taken ? 

A. By annual parliaments and'univerial fufirage. 

^ Did he recommend any particular means of obtaining Aole 
^annual parliaments ? 

A. If I underftood him right, his meaning wa s 

j^ Did you ever hesu: him mention a convention ? 

A. Yes, by calling together die vdiole body of the people. 

^ Did he recommend that meafure ? 

A. He certainly did. 

^ He recommended a convention f<ir die purpofe of new mo* 
filing the government and obtaining annual parliament; aij^ 
univerfid fufirage? 

A. Yd, 
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\-.JL Yes. ,"t« 

J^. Was you prefent at Chalk Farm ? : 

A. I was. 

j^ On what day was you there ? 

A. If I recoiled J*ight, the 14th of ApriL ^5 

^ Was there a very large aflembly of perfons there ? 

-</. There was a very large aflembly of peribns there. 

^. Do you know die perfons of any prefent ? 

A. I do now knowy I was not then iufEciemly acquainted t# 
defcribe them, but fince I have had means of knowledge. 

^. Do you know the priibner ? 

A. Yes. 

j^. Was heamong die perfons prefent i 

A. He was. 
■^ ^ Who was in the chair ? 

A. I believe a man of the name of Lovett. 

^ What pafied at that meedng? 

A. There was a letter read iuxn % Ibdety called the Friends 
«f the People, whtdi letter contained—— 
• Lord Chief Jujikt Eyre. No mittter, you muft not ftate the 
contents <^the letter* 

Mr. Law. State any converiatton and tnuifii£)ions at that 
meeting which you recoiled by any perfons whom you have fince 
known to be members tsi the London Correfponding Sode^, 
what was propofed to be dcxie diere i 

A. The propofal was, that there fliould be an addreis. 

^. Have you no other recolle^on of yfAaX you heard read or 
Ipoken? 

A. If I maybe allowed to look at a paper I have in my 
pocket 

Lfrd Chief Juftice Eyre. If he can fpeak to any particulars 
'diat happened there beyond the addrefs, and what is contained in 
the addrefs, to be fure it mil be proper to examine him to k; I 
believe the addreis is in evidence. 

t Mr. Anwney-'Generah It has not yet been read, but I am 
coingtioread itr 
^ Mr. 
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Mr. LaWi Were any printed papers delivered at Aat aitet* 

ing? 

jf. There were. 

J^. Have you any of them ? 

yfk I have* {produces a topy) 

It was readi 

^ At a General tMeeiirtg $f the London Correfponcling oodety^ 
•^ held on the Green, at Chalk Famij on Monday the i^h of 
**- Jpril^ i794j J« LovETT in the Ghair^ the following letteri 
tt were read: 

^ To the Chairman of the Sficiety Qf the Friends of the People. 

« Sir, 

" At a crifis h important as the prefent there needs no apology 
* on the part of the * London Correfponding Societyy for addrefT- 
^ ing itfelf to all other afTocia^ted Societies^ who have in view.thc 
^ fiune object as themfelves* 

" To the ' Society oftheJPriends^fthePeoples arguments arc 
^ net.iifianting.to fliew the.import^c^ and abfolute neceffity pf a 
^ full and fair Reprefentation of the Peo^e of Great Britain; 
«''5r%have;liiyqfttgated the> fubjeia.for themfelves; they h?ve 
<^.expofed to the world a feries of pbuit andindifpatsAile fiiAs^ 
*^infhich muft excite, in ibe midd of ev<ery man well difpo(ed tcr 
** his country, apprehenfions. of alarm for the fecurity ctf die few 
^ remaining Veftiges of Liberty, from ivhich, as Brilons, we de- 
H riye csonfolation* ... 

^ Deeply impreffed with confideratio'ns of this iiat«ire^ . the 
^r London Correi^otiiding Society tarneftly fc^icils, at;^this time, 
*' the concurrence and affiftance of the Society of the Friends of 
*^ ihe'People^ in afiembling, as'fpeedily as the'nature of the bu- 
*^ finefs:wiU admit, a Convention of tiie Friends of'I^reedom, fbr 
^ (hevpurpofe of.obtaimngyin a legal and conftitutipnal method^ a 
^ full and efFedlual reprefentatiQn,f 

. '^ X>ur requeft is not made from the iinpreffions of dh^ipoment, 
^ but after the matured deliberations on the value, and impc^ 
** .jsace of the objedl for which we arc contending, and of the 

^^ difficulties 
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• dificuldes we may expedl from thofe whofe prefent intercfts 
•* render them hoftile to the welfare of their country, 

^ The oppofition of fuch perfons is no fmall argument for the 
^ goodnefs of our caufe; and their late condudl when compared 
•* with their former profeffions, exhibits a depravity, unparalleil- 
<* ed, we truft, on the page of hiftory. 

^ Under the aufpices 6f apoftate reformers, we have lately be- 
« held ferious and alarming encroachments on the Liberties of 
« the People, 

" We have feen with indignation and horrcM* men iegalfy and 
•* peaceably aflembled, difperfed by unconftitutional powers, and 

* their papers feized. 

^ We have feen fome of our moft virtuous brethren, whofe 
•* only crime has been an imitation of Mr. Pitt, and his a(H>- 
^ ciates, fentenced to fourteen years tranfportation, without the 
<* fan^on of law or even -of precedent, of which number, one 
^ was held up in *the Britiih Parliament as cmvi^ed and twx- 
** demnedy before he was even put upon his trial. 

- " The uifidious attempts alfo to introduce foreign troops into 
•* this country, without the confent of parliament, and the in- 
« tended bill to embody foreigners into his Rlajefiy's fervice, are 
^ meafures fufficiently calculated to awaken our fears for the ex-^ 
^ illeiKre even of tfee name .of Liberty. Nor can we overlook that 
^ part of the' prefeutfyftem of corruption, which maintains out of 
^ llie publi<^ plunder, a train of fpies, more dangerous to fociety' 
^ than fo many affiiffiHSy whofe avowed bufmefs is todeftroy the 
•* friends of the country, one by one* 

•* Thefe arc grievances which demand immediate redt^fe, and 
^ when added to thofe evils ^ich ai'eneceflarily eonne^dwidi' 
•* every partial reprefentation of ^e People^call for tlie ftrenuoud" 
•* exertions of every lover of his country, 

. **. But we are toU that the prefent is not Ae time for Reforbv' 
^ and that innovation may introdiice difturbancer. Are l^tn^Q 
^ perfons to jwdge of the proper time to make Reform, who exiflr 
" only by corruption ? Are the People of Britain to endure 
<^ every thing without repining. Without ardently inking a^radfeal^ 
^ Reform, becaufe difturbances may happen ? Have the enemies 
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^ to Reform told us whence thefe difturbances are to originate f 
•* Has a fingk overt aft been committed by the friends to Freest 
^ dom ? Have not all the riots, all the public difturbances, all 
^ the feditious aflemblics been excited by the enemies ta Reform ? 
^ And do they mean to tell us that they will ftill find other in- 
^ flruments for their wicked defigns) that they have yet thofe 
^^ who will aft over again the outrages that have been perpe- 
^ trated in fome parts of Britain^ and atten^pted in others ? 

" If fuch is the determination of thofe perfons bffiiU to a fair 
^ RepreientatJon, let them look to the confequencesy but let diem 
*< recoUeft that it has happened^ and may happen againf that diofe 
** who kindled the flames have perifhed by diem« 

" The friends to Reform are friends to Peflie^ their principled 
^ can be promoted only by peaceable means, they know of no 
<5 other method of obtaining the objeft they defire. But d)ey 
^ will not be alarmed by the threats of venal apojiatesy they wilt 
** not draw back becaufe they have feen Ibme of their bcft 
** friends doomed to exile. They will purfue the courie in 
^ which they have begun, and turn neither to the right nor to 
« the left 

^ Convinced as the London Correfponding Society is, that at 
^ there is no Power which oughty fo there Is no Power which can 
^ finally withfland the jufb and fleady demands of a People re-* 
* iblved to be Free ; they will therefore look with con&lence to 
" the deternunattony and they hope to the copper atioA dfthe ' So» 
^ ciety of the Friends of the PeopUy in the attainment of an objed 
^ which involves the dearef); interefls of fociety* 

^ Convinced alfo that their intentions are of die pUreft kind, 
^ diey wi^ never fbop to anfwer the calumnies of their enemies i 
^ but will at all times, and in all circumfbnces, endeavour, by 
^ firmneis and perfevcn^ce, to deferve the countenance and ap< 
" probation of the beft friends of their country, the friends of s 
^ fmr Reprefentation of the People of Great Britain^ 

^ I am. Sir, 
^ For the London Correfponding Society^ 
^ Afi^Jh X7?4* *" THOMAS HARDY, Sec" 

« COM- 
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tt COMMITTEE ROOM, 

" Frith Jlreet, April ii, 1794. 
« Sir, 

^ Your letter of the 4th inftant, addrefled to Mr, Sheri- 
^ d^lS, Chairman of the FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, 
«* was laid before that SOCIETY at their Meeting on Satur- 
^* day laft 5 and they inftrufted their Committee to thank the 
« LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY for their 
.** Communication, and to exprefs the alarm they feel in common 
^ with every Friend of Liberty, at the late extraordinary pro- 
** ceedings of Government, fo ably detailed, and fo juftly repro- 
** bated by your Society. They aflurc you that all the Friends 
^ of Reform, may ' look with confidence to the determination 
** and co-operation' of this Society in every peaceable and con-^ 
** ftitutional raeafure, which fhall appear to them calculated to 
•* promote the objeft of their inftitution ; but they do not think 
** that "wdiich is recommended in your letter, is likely to ferve its 
^ profcffed purpofe. They fear it will furnifh the Enemies of 
^ Reform with the means of calumniating its Advocates, and {o 
f* far from forwarding the caufe, will deter many from counte- 
*^ nancing that wbich tiiey approve. For thefe reafons, the 
« Friends of die Popple muft decline to fend Delegates to the 
^ Convention propofed by riie London Correfponding Society: 
u, —At the (amc time, they renew their affurances of good will, 
^ and defire of preferving a proper underftandin^ and cordiality 
?* ampng all the Frfeiids of Parliamentary Reform, notwithftand- 
^ ing any difierence of opinion that may occur as to the bcft 
f^ mediQd of accomplifliing it, 

f^ In the Name, and tjy Ojder, of the Committee, 

(Signed) ^ W. BRETTON, Chairman." 
^ To Mr. T. Hardy, Secretary to the 

^ London Correfponding Society.*^ 



Mr. Law, Was diat letter from the Friends of the People 
jrcad there ? 
A. It was. 

iP, How wa$ it received ? 
^ J. With 
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A. With univcr&I filcnce, I believe, I do not recdlc£l any q>- 
probation of it. 

^ Do you recolIe£t any marks of the contrary ? ' 

A. Yes, there was fome few fell a hiffing. 



• TIh folhnving RESOLUTIONS were then fajfed VrmnU 

•* moujly : 
" Refolved Unanimoufly, 
** I. That this Society have beheld with rifing indignatioi^ 

• prq;x>rtioned to the enormity of die evil, the late rapid advances 
f» of defpotifm in Britain; the invafion of public Security; the 
•^ contempt of popular opinion ; and |he violation of all thofe 
*• provifions of the Conftitution intended to proted the Poopte 
•* againft the encroachments of Power and Prerogative^ 

•* IL That our abhorrence and deteftation have been particu* 
« krly called fcwrth by the late arbitrary and flagitious proceedi 

• ings of the Court of Jufticiary ii> Scotland, where all the doc* 
« trines and pra£kices of the Star Chamber^ in the times of 

• Charles the Firft, have been revived and. aggravaUj; aiW 

• where fentences have been pronounced in open viol^ion of all 

• Law and Juftice, which muft ftrike deep into the heart of 
^ every man, die melancholy conviction that BRiTONS are no 

^ LONGER Fr5B* 

«* III. That the whole Proceedings of the late Britifh Con^ 
^ vention of the People at Edinburgh, are fuch as claim our ap« 
•* probation and applaufe. 

" IV. That the conduft of Citiiiens Margarot and Ge- 
^ RALD in particular, by its ftrift conformity with our wifhes 
«* and inftruQions, and the ability, firmncfe, and difinterefted Pa» 
*• triotifin which it fo eminently difplayed, has infpired an en- 
•* tbufiafm of Zeal and Attachment which no dine can oblitei^te, 
^ and no perfecution remove j and that we wll preferve dieir 
^ names engraven on our hearts till we have an opportunity to 
** redrefs their wrongs. 

" V. That any attempt to violate thofe yet remaining Law% 
•* which were intended for the Security of Englifhrnien againft 
** die Tyranny of Courts and Minifters, and the Corruption of 

^ dependent 
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tt dependent Judges, by vefting in ftich Judges a legiflative or 
** arbitrary power> (fudi as ha^ lately been exercifed by Ae Court 
^ of Jufticiary in Scotland) ought to be coiifidered as diilblving 
** entirely the focial cocnpa£b between Ihe Englifli Nation and 
^ Aeir Governors; and driving them to an immediate appeal to 
^ that incontrovertible maxim of eternal Juftice^ that the fafetf 
^ of the People is the 8UFRSMB, and in cafe$ of mcejjiiy^ th§ 
^ ONLY LazVf 

^ VI, That die amung and difciplining in this Country 
*^ either with or without the confent of P^liament, any Bands of 
**. Emigrants and ForeignerSy driven from their otf/n Country for 
^ their known attachment to an jnfamous despotism, i^aa 
<^ outrageous attempt to overawe and intimidate the yr^^.fpirit of 
ff Britons^ to flibjugate them to an army of m$r^enary Qut^ 
^ throats, vrtiole views and intereft muft of neceffity be in dired 
^ oppofition to di(^e of die Nation, and that no pretence what'- 
'^ ever ought to induce the people to fubmit tQ fo unconftiti^ 
^ tional a meafure, 

^ VII. That the unoonflitudonal project of raifing money and 
^ troops by forced benevolences (and no benevolences coUe£led 
^^ upon requifidon from die King or his Minifters can ever ift 
^ reality be voluntary) and the equally unjuftifiable meafure of 
H arming one part of the People againft the other, brought 
^ Charles die Firft to the block, and drove James the Second and 
^ his pofterity from the Throne; and that confequendy Mini- 
fy fters in advifing fuch Meafures, ought to confider whether they 
^ are not guilty of High Treafon. 

•* VIII. That this Society have beheld with confiderable plea-- 
f* fure the confiftent refpe£f which the Houfe of Lords difplayed 
^ for their own Conititutional Rules and Orders, on the fourth of 
f* the prefent mondi, iipon the motion of Earl Stanhope, con^ 
^ cerning the interference of Minifters in the Internal Governr 
^ ment of France ; and thaf it is the firm convi(S^ion of this So- 
^ ciety, that this circumftance when properly detailed, will have 
U a confiderable eSe& in convincing the country at large, of the 
f* true dignity and utility of that branch of HIS MAJESTY'S 
<* PARLIAMENT, 

i* IX. That 
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<« IX. That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to EAftt 
^ Stanhope, for his manly and patriotic conduft durii^ dw 
^ prefent Seffi«n of Parliament ; a conduA which (unfupported 
^ as it has been in the Senate, of which HS isib truly honounble 
^* a Member) has, togedier with die timely interference of cer- 
^ tain ipirited and patriotic AilbdatiofiSi been neverdieleft al- 
^ ready productive of the falutary cffeA of chafing the Heffian 
<< and Hanoverian Mercenaries from our Coail-s % who, but far 
^ diefe exertions, might have been marched perhaps, ere this, into 
^ die very heart of the Country, togedier with others of their 
^ Countrymen, to have peopled the Barracks, which eyery 
^ where infult the Eyes of Britons* 

*^ X, That it is die firm convi^ion of this Society, that a 
^ fteady perfeverance in the fipne bold and energedc fendmentSi 
^ whidi have lately been avowed by die Friends of Freedom, 
^ cannot fail of crowning widi ultimate triumph, the virtuous 
*^ Caufe in which we are engaged, fmce whatever may bp die 
^ interefted Opinion of Hereditary Senators, or packed M^ori* 
«* ties of pretended Reprefentatives \ Trudi ai|d Liberty in an 
^ 1^ fo enlightened as the prefent, muft be Invincible and 
<« Omnipotent.'' 



^ TA/V Society having already addrejfed M, Margarot, their 
« Delegatey an ADPRESS to JOSEPH GERALD Wf 
** read asfollows^ and carried unanimoujhf. 

^' To JOSEPH GERALD, d prifiner fentenced hy the Higli 

^ Court of Jufticiary of Scodand, to Tranfporfation beyond 

« the Seas for FOURTEEN YEARS ! 

(« We behold in you our beloved and refpeAed friend and (A* 

^ low-cidzen, a Martyr to th^ Glorious Cavfe of Equal Repr^- 

^ fcntation, and we cannot permit you to lejive diis d^r^ded 

^ country without e?cprefling the infinite obligations the peopk 

^ at large, and we in pardcwlar, owe to you fiar your very fpiritcd 

^^ exertions in that caufe upon every occafion \ but upon tkok 

« more confpicyoufly, than during the fitting pf fhe Sritish 

^ CoNVBNTioK of die PEOPLE at Edipburgh, and the confer 
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* qiient proceeding (we will not call it trial) at the bar of the 
^ Court of Judiciary. 

" We know not which moft deferves our admiration, the fplen* 
^ did talents with which you are fo eminently di&inguifhed ; the 
^ exalted virtues by which they have been dire<aed ; the perfeve* 
" ranee and undaunted firmnefs which you fo nobly difplayed in 
^ refitting the wrongs of your infultedand oppreffed country; or 
** your prefent manly and philofophical fuffering under an arb!^ 
** traryy and fill of Jate unprecedented fentence : a fentence one 
^ of the moft vindidlive and cruel that has been pronounced fince 
^ the diys of that mofi infamous and ever-io^be^detejted Court of 
** Star Chamber^ the enormous tyranny of which coft the firft 
« Charles his head. 

" To you and your aiTociates we feel ourfelves moft deeply in- 
« debted» For us it is that you are fuffering the fentence of 
** Tranfportatioil With fdoris, the vileft outcafts of Society ! For 
^ us it is that you are doomed to the inhofpitable fhores of New 
** Hcdland^ where^ however^ we doubt not you will eitperience 
■* confiderable alleviation by the remembrance of that virtuous 
** CONDUCT for which it is impofed on you, and by the fincere 
** regard andefteem of your Fellow Citizens. 

'* The £qud Laws of this Country have, for ages paft:,been 
^ .the boaft of its inhabitants: But whither are they now fled? 
^^ We are animated by the (ame fentiments^ are daily repeating 
^^ the fame words^ and committing the fame a£iioiis fpr which 
IJ* jrou are thus in&noufly fentenced; and we will repeat and 
** commit them Until we have obtained redrefs \ yet we are un- 
** punilhed ! either therefor^ thie law is Unjuft towards you in in- 
." Aiding Punijhment on the Exertions of Virtue and Talents^ or 
** it ought not to deprive Us of our Jhare in the Glory of 
** the Martyrdonu 

•* We again^ tiiercfore, pledge ourfelves to you and to our 

:« country, never to ceafe demanding our Rights from thofe 

** who have ufurped them^ until having obtained an Equal Repre- 

"•* lentatbn of the People, we fhall be enabled to hail you once 

•* more with Triumph to your native country4 We wifli you 

' Vol! IL C c « Health 
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^ Health and Happinefs 5 and be aflured we never, never (hall 
** forget your Namey your Virtues^ nor your Great Ex- 

" AMPLE. 

^ The London Cbrrefponding Society. 

« JOHN LOVETT, Chairman. 
« THOMAS HARDY, Secretary. 
« The 14th of April, 1794." 



^ It was alfo unanimoujly refohedj 

^* That the Committee of Correfpondence be direded to con- 
" vey tfie approbation of this Society — I. To Archibald Hamil- 
^* ton Rowan, prifoner in the Newgate of the city of Dublin, 
" for his unfliaken attachment to the people, and for his fpirited 
** affertion of their rights. 

" II. To John Philpot Curran for his admirable and cnergc- 
** tic defence of A. H. Rowan, and the principles of Libertji 
** as well as for his patriotic condud in Parlimcnt. 

« III. To die Society of United Irifhmen in Dublin, and to 
<< exhort tfaem to perfevere in their exertiQns to obtain juftice 
" for the people of Ireland. 

^ IV. To Skirving, Palmer and Muir, fufFerfhg the fiune ini* 
^ quitous fentences, and in the fame caufe with our I)elegates. 

* V. To John Clark, and Alexander Reid, for their fo readily 
^ and difintereftedly ^ving bail for our Delq^tes, inftigated 
^ thereto folely by dieir attachment to Liberty, uniiifluenced by 
" any perfonal confideration. 

^ VL To Adam Gillies, Malcolm Lahig, and James GiUbOi 
^ for their able afSftance given to Jofeph Gerald, at the bar of 
^^ the High Court of Jufticiary at Edinburgh. 

« VIL To felicitate Thomas Walker, of Manchefter, and 
^ the people at large on the event of his, as well as feveral oAcr 
^ late trials, and on the developement of the in£uny of a fyflem 
^ of Spies and Informers. 

<< VIII. To Sir Jofeph Mawbey, for his manly condufi It 
^ the late furreptitious Meeting held at £pfom in Surrey, 
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^< It was aUb unanimoufljr Heiblvedy 
^ That Two Hundred Thoufand Copies of the Proceediiigfl 
**^ and Refoludons of this Meeting be printed and publiihed* . 

«« J. LOVETT, Chairman. 
« T. HARDY, Secretary. 
« Refolvcd, 
" That the thanks of this meeting be given to the Chairman^ 
^ for his manly and impartial condu<£^ this day. 

« T. HARDY, Secretary." 



Mr. Law* With whom did you go to this meeting I 

A. I went from a place in Store-ftreet, Tottenham-court-roadj 
a good part of the way with Mr. Thelwall. 

j^ How came you to know that the meeting was to be held 
at Chalk Farm, had you any reafon to exped it to be held at 
any other place ? 

A. I had reafon at iirft to believe It would be held in Store* 
fireet 

«^ Was the change of place intimated to you ? 

A. Not till afterl got to Store-ftreet. 

!^. Who told you it was tobe at Chalk Farm ? 

jf.. Thelwall. 

J^ Dkl be tell you why it was given out to beheld in Store- 
ftwet? 

A* 1£ I recoUef^ right, he told me die reafon given out of its 
being to be held in Store-ftreet, was an imagination of the ma- 
giftracy interfering to prevent die meeting. 

^ Were there any written or printed papers giving notice 
at Store-ftreet, informing perfons the meeting would be held at 
Chalk Farm i 

A. Yes ; a written notice (rf it put upon the door. 

J^. Who propofcd Mn Lovett's beuig put in thechair ? 

A. I cannot (ay* 

.^ Who were die principal perfons who fp<^e and ^j^^ in 
^t meeting. . 

A. Mr. Lovett, Mr. Richter, Mr. Thelwall, Mr. Hodlbn. 

C c a -^. Did 
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^ Did Mr. Thelw^ll make a fpeech at tiiat meeting ? 
: jf. Two or three. 

^ Do you recoUeS any thing particulw in either of 4o6 
fpeeches refpe<fting fpies or informers ? 

A There W9^ a clamour went round that there were fpies and 
informers there ; Mr. Thelwall was for admitting all fpies and 
informers there, becaufe the number of the members of the Lon- 
don Correfponding Society, could be no agreeable news to die 
minifter. 

^ "Who read the rcfoluti(Mis ? • 

J. I think Mr. Richter. *' 

^ D6 you remember any obje£Hon being made to die words 
f^ a firidih Senate," in one of thole reiolutions i 

A. I think there was* 

Sin By whom was diat objedion made 1 

A* I cannot telL 

^. Do you recolka Mr. Thelwall faying any thing upon 
Aatfubjea? . 

A. As far as my belief goes, I can fay, but no furdier. . 

^ After that naeeting was over, where did you adjourn to; 
where did you fpend your evening ; do you recoiled anything 
particular that Mr* Hardy (kid or did at that meeting ? 

A. I only recolle<a Mr. Hardy fpeaking three words: Mr. 
Richter was reading, and in the midft of his reading he ftopt 
fljort to make fome obfervations of his own j Mr* Hardy, who 
ftood below, faid, looking up to him, read. Sir, without com- 
ment; that was all he faid, and that is the whole I recoiled of 
Mr. Hardy's {a3dng any thing at alL 

L^rd Chiif Jiiftice Eyre. What was Richter reading at that 
time? 

A. The paper that has been juft read. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Which of thofc papers ? 

A. The Addrefs of the London Correfponding Socie^« 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre, The General Addreis ; the Ad- 
drefs to Margarot; or, ^ Approbatioa of Hamilton Rowaoi 
and the reft ? . . 

A\ I mean tbQ General Addreis*^ 
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Mr, Law. Do you remember any mention' of a fiihire 
meeting to be held of the fociety ? 
* Jt. -There was a talk of a meeeting to be called again foon. 

^ Do you recoiled^ who mentioned that ? 

A No. 

J^ After the bufmefs of the day was over, where did yoa ad- 
journ to for* flipper? * - • • 

A. I went to the divifion room in Compton-fteet* 

^ Were fuppers provided at other divifions ? 

J. I do not know, I never went to any but my own divifion. 

^ Who was chairman? 

J, Mr, Thelwall 

^ Do you recoHefl: any remarkable language ufed by Thel- 
wall during fupper, or in the courfe of that evening ? 

A, I heard fomething i^hich very much aftonifhed me. 

^ What was it? 

A, Thelwall faid, taking up a pot of porter ui his hand, 
which had been delivered him by fome waiter or fomebody, he 
bjew ofF the head of the porter, and faid, this is the way I 
would have all Kings ferved, or this is the H^y I would ferve 
3II Kings, I know riot wiitdi, 

^ But one or other of thofe expreffions you are certain to f 

A, One or other I am certain of. 

^. Was there any particular toaft given ? 

A. Yes. , 

^ What was that toaft ? 

A. The lantern, at the end of Parliament^ftreet 

^ The lamp-iron ? 

A. Yes ; I beg pardon, the lamp-iron, at the end of Pai'lia* 
ment-ftreet, 

^ Did he call upon any body elfe fer another toaft ? 

A. He called upon fomebody to cover it, 

J^. What was it coveri^d With ? 

A. Somebody, whom I know not, in the fUrther end of th^ 
room, cried out, the Treafury Bench, 

J^. Were thofe toafts drank by the perfons then liTetnUed ? 

A. They were, 

C c s ^ And 
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^ And the perfons aflembled condfted of members of diat 
diviiion of the Correfponding Society ? 

jf. Yes; I (hould believe diat no vifitor was there dial 
night ? 

^ Do you know a perfon of the naftie of Green ? 
- J.Yes. 

^ Is he a member of Ae Correfponding Society ? 

A Yes ; lie was at diat time, 

^ What converfadon had you with him at the time he was 
a member of the Correfponding Soqiety9 refpeding Univerial 
SuiFrage, and Annual Parliaments ? 

jf. That was not in the diviiion room, 

^ What did he fay refyeSting the general objeA of dieix 
plan, what they aimed at attaining I 

yf. He once iaid to me that Annual Parliaments and XTniver- 
fal Suffrage, were only ladders to obtajn their ends^ or words to 
that efFeft, 

J^. Was he of the lamedivifion with yourfelf ? 

jf. He was, 

^ Where was it? 

A. In a place called the Coffee-room> before you go into the 
divifion room. 

One of the Jury, Was it that fianc evening you have been 
fpeakingof? 

jf. No, I am notfpeaking of that (ame evening, 

Mr. l,aw. Where is the houfe in which this pafled ? 

A No. 3, in Compton-ftrcet, Soha 

^ Did he fay any thing refpeAing th^ uie parliament, was 

.of? ■-:*'• 

A. Yes. 

Lord (Aiefjuftiei Ejre^ 'Was Acre any body dfe prefent, 
or was that a converlation between J^ou two only ? 

A* Between us two, there were feveral other t^eople in the 
place called the Coilee-rdonu 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyro Wen? they near emmgh to h» 
this c^onver^on ? 

//. I ^0 not think anv one was^ 
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Mr. Law. Did Green fhew you a knife of any particular 
conftruftion ? 

A. I muft explain that by fomething which happened previous 
to it. — At the meeting at Chalk Farm, there was a kind of fhed 
in which we were all fitting previous to the commencement of 
the bufinefs, and there was a bit of bread and cheefe and fome 
porter brought; I was fitting vnth half a dozen or ten in the 
fame box, and I was furprized by five or fix of them pulling out 
little instruments exadUy correfponding with each other. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. What fort of an inftrument ? 
j^ A I mean a fort of thing called a couteau fecrety a Frendi 
knife. 

Mr. Law* Describe the form of them, have you got one of 
them ? » 

J. I have not. 

^ Have you feen a French knife ? 

J. Yes; there is afpring, fo that when the blade i$put OHti 
imlefs you undo that fpring it cannot clofe. 

J^ Were they fixed like a common cafe knife ? 

A. Exadtiy ; and unlefs the fpring fails, the perfon cannot cut 
bimfelf by its flying back. 

^ You obferved feveral of them widi thofe knives ? 

J. I think five pr fix. 

^ You do not recoUeft, I believe, who the perfons were that 
were ufing them ? 

J. Yes,. one, 

^ Who was that ? 

A. His name was Pearce. 

'^ Having feen thefe knives when in company with Greeny 
and be was making this declaration, did you apply to him about z, 
knife, or did he fhew you a knife of that fame conilru£tion ? 

Jl. It was in confequence of the converiation I learned ; when 
I faw five or fix of them with knives of the fame deicription, an 
ob&rvation was made by one of the company ths^ they were bread 
^nd cheefe knives, and upon diat obfervation diere was a finilei 
I looked upon them as hannlefs inflruments certainly. 

C c 4 ^ J>\i 
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.^. Did you learn from Green what number of thcfe tnivts he 
had fold? 

A. I aflccd where they were to be bought, and I was told I 
might get them of Mr. Green \ I afked where Mr, Green lived, 
they told me in Orange-ftreet ; there was a man from Sheffield 
in the box whofe name I do not recolleft, his perfon I well know. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre^ Did you kiiQW where Green lived 
at diat time ? 

A. I did not, I afked where they were to be bought ; one of 
the company faid at Mr. Green's, I afked where he lived ; they 
faid he was a perfumer and hair-drelTer in Orange-ftreet, Leicef- 
ter-fields. 

^ Did you go to buy one ? 

A. In about a week after I did, 

^ Did you learn from Green what number of thefe knivei 
he had fold? 

A. I think he faid two or three hundred \ Mr. Green told mc 
to fpeak very low, for the parlour-door was open which was 
adjoining the ihop, and he fmiled and faid^ fqr my wife is a 
danmed Ariftocrat. 

^. I)id you attend afterwards"^ meeting of your divifion^ 
which I think was No, 2, in Compton-flreet, on the 28th of 
April? 

A. I cannot recolle£l exa6Uy the day, but I believe I attended 
regularly. "• 

^ Do you recolleft any pbfervation made by Pearcc, refped* 
ing diofe knives, and the ufe and convenience of them ? 

A. At the meeting at Chalk-Farm he did. 

^ What did he fay about the convenience of diefc knives ? 
• A He faid, if you ftrikc with them they will not fly back, or 
words to that purpofe. 

^. Pearce is a perfon whom you are fure you few ufing one 
of thefe knives at Chalk-Farm ? 

^. I am very fiire of that ; there was a man feom Sheffield, 
who found fault very much with the conflru£tk>n of thefo knives. 

^ What was the &ult he found with them ? 

-f/, That 
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A, That they were made in a bungling manner, that they 
were not equal to thofe made at Sheffield, 

^. Did he mention that there wer^ many others of a fimilar 
conftruftion made at Sheffield f 

A. He did. 

^ You fay you do not recolle<Sl the day of the month ? 

A. No. 

^: Were you prefent at any meeting^ when any fub- 
fcription w^s made for Doftor Hodfon ? 

A. Yes. 

^. Where was any fubfcription for this Do^tior Hodlbn pro^ 
pofed whfen you was prefent ? 

A* In the divifion. 

^. Do you recoUeft when that was ? 

A, I do not recQlle6t the date of that, 

^. Was fuch a fubfcription propofed ? 

A. There w^s, 

\^. Was any thing colleded under that fubfcription? 

A. That I cannot fay, I think to the contrary j I think they 
faid he had been relieved ; I am bound to fpeak the truth, and 
therefore muft certainly add this to it, that the application for 
relief was rejefted on the ground of the violence of that perlbn's 
pondud, and I think there was another reafon if my memory is 
fight ; he was not cpnfidered as a member of the London Cor- 
fefponding Society. 

^. I believe you were prefent at the dinner at the Crown and 
/Vnchor-Tavern^ on the fecond of May ? 

A. I v^s. 

J^. Before I gp to that, I will juft aft: yoii as to one meeting 
^t an earlier period, the 5t5th of February 1794. Do you re- 
collefl being prefent at a diyifion-mceting, when any addrefs 
from Stockport was read ? 
A. Yes. 

Si* Have you that acHrefs about you ? 
A. I do not think I have. 
Urd Chief Jujiice Eyre, What day ? 
A!. In the month of February, 

4^r, Law^ 
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Mr. Law. Can you aicertain at what part of die month ? 

J. No, 

^ What was the number of your diviiion i 

A. No. II. 

^ I thought that had been the number of the houfe? 

A. Number three was the number of the houfe, No. II. the 
number of the divifion, 

^ Look at that paper, and fay, whedier that is the paper that 
was read at the meeting in February laft, at your divifion ? 

A, This paper I am very fure was delivered ; I need not loo|^ 
at^e contents, becaufe there are my initials upon it. 

\It was read.'l 

« RIGHTS OF SWINE ; 

" An Addrefs to the Poor. 

^ Printed in the year 1794. 

" / alfo willjhew mine opinion!* 

** Hard indeed muft be the heart whidi is unafFe£ted wiA die 
•* prefent diftrefs experienced by the poor in general in this com» 
*^ mercial nation. Thouiands of honeft and induftrious people 
** in Great-Britain are literally ftarving for want of bread j and 
** the caufe invariably afligned is a ftagnant commerce. My 
^ opinion on this fubje£l will perhaps appear to (bme a ftrange 
** phaenomena — ^it is, that a ftagnant commerce is not the real 
^^ caufe of the want of the neceflaries of life among the laborious 
** poor. And I am confident, that, while the * Eardi yields her 
** increafe," there is a method founded on Justice and Re asok, 
« to prevent the poor frcrni wanting bread, be the ftate of tnulc 
** whatever it may, 

<* In the firft place, dien, I will a(k, what are the principal 
«« fources of human fubfiftence? Certainly corn and gra(s« Com 
« is moulded into many fhapes for the ufe of man, but chiefly 
« into bread, A^ch is the ft^fF of life \ and from grafi, we 
" derive our flefh, milk, butter, cheefe, &c, befides wool and 
^ leadier, which, I think, with die addition of coal, and a few 
<« other minerals, nearly make up the real nccci&ries of life, 
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** I aide again then, who is fo in&tuated as to fay, that the 
" growing of.com or grafs, is dependent on, or conneded with, 
" the profperity or adverfity of trade ? Certainly (thank Heaven !) 
" they are not affefted by the devouring fword, or ruined com- 
•* merce (except at the feat of war). — Corn grows hot in the 
** loom, nor grafs tipon the anvil ! Why is it, then, that while 
" there is plenty of bread the poor are ftarving ? Is there not as 
" much grain in the land as when the trade flouriflied ? Suppofe 
" trade were to rife immediately to an amazing degree, would it 
*^ make one grain of corn or blade of grafs ? Certainly not. 
*^ Why then, I afk a^in, are the poor, who are the peculiar 
** care of Him who delights to do his needy creatures good, not 
*' fatisfied with the good of the land ? 

" The following reafons are at leaft fatisfaftory to myfelf :— • 
" Becaufe, in the time of national profperity, houfe and land rent 
'* (confequently provifions) are always raifed by the wealthy 
" and voluptuous, till they are, at leaft, at par with high wages ; 
^ but, when War, or any other caufe, has ruined or impeded 
^ commerce, and reduced wages, rents and provifions remain 
** unabated. The poor ca!lico-weavers in the vicinity of Man- 
^ chefter, notorioufly illuftrate this argument, as they are now 
" (they who can get any) working for fifty and fixty per cent. 
** lefs wages than at this time two years back, and the neceflaries • 
*' of life are rather augmented in their prices than diminifhed ! ! ! 

** Hearken, O ye Poor of the Land ! While great men have 
** an unbounded power to raife their rents and your provifions— 
^* and, at the fame time, an uncontrouled power to make fFiary 
^ and confequently to dry up, or diminifh, the fources of your 
« income, your fubfiiftence will, at the beft, be precarious, and 
** your very- exiftence often miferable !-^The prefent want of 
^* bread amongft the poor, is not owing to the want of grain in 
f* the world, nor, I prefume, in this land, but owing to the 
** price of it being exceffively above the price of labour. When, 
^* therefore, the price of labour camiot be brought up to the rate 
^* of provifions, provifions fhould be reduced to the rate of 
ff labour, Till this is pradticable^ the poor are p^iferable ! 

^ Puring 
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*** During the latf twenty years, mechanical wages have been 
^ varied, according to circumftances, feveral times, and not 
«* unufually, in' fome branches, twenty, thirty, forty, and even 
** fifty per cent. — I mean on the lowering, as well as the rifing 
<* fide of the medium. But, with regard to land^rent^ its varia- 
•«* tions have always bqm progreffive ; and to find a fingle 
^ inftancc to die contfery, would be alnK>ft, if not altogether, 
'^ impoffible f 

•* It requires but little fagacity to fee, that the Game Laws, 
* Riot-A6k, Laws againft Vagrants and Felons, &c. &c. are 
*«* made chiefly for the fecurity of the r/V^ againft the depredations 
^ of the poor. But .what fecurity have the poor agj^inft the op- 
** predion and extortion of the rich ?. Certainly none at all. As 
«• every comfort of life is derived from land, and as the rich are 
«* the proprietors thereof, it may in fome fenfe be (aid, that they 
•* hold the iflues of life and death ; and, whilft they can, uninter- 
«* ruptedly, raife their rents without limitatbn or reftraint, they 
•' have an alarming and unbounded power over, not only the 
•* happinefs, but even the lives of the great mafs of the people — 
« the poor! 

** If, then, Statefmen have a right to advance their lands 
« in times of profperity, the Poor ought to have a Parliament 
^ of their own chujing^ invefted with power to reduce them 
** in days of adverfity. This balance of power between the 
^ Rich and the Poor^ would be produdlive of a thoufand times 
** more confolation to this Nation, than the chimerical nonfenfe 
*' of court-jugglers, ^^ the balance of power in Europe/* Nor 
« can I imagine that any judicious perfon would call fuch a 
** power in Parliament unjuft or irrational, which, when exer^ 
" cifed, could ruin none, but blefs millions ! If it would be cruel 
" to make a Statefman of twenty thoufand pounds per annum, 
" live a year or two upon ten thoufand; how much more re- 
" morfclefs is it, to make the Spitalfield and Norwich weavers^ 
^' as well as fome hundred thoufands more, live upon nothing— 
" or, what is little better, upon Charity!!! Befides, it is a 
*' curious truth, that the very article which ruins hundreds of the 

<* voluptuous 
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*^ voluptuous great, would render happy the innumerable un- 
** happy part of mankind! 

« Great God ! What fpeftacle f6 aiF(f<aing to a cefleiHng' 
** mind as Great Britain in her prefent ftate ! — On the one hand, 
^ we fee the impudent Nobles advertifmg th^ix ^ Gr^nd Dih^ . 
** ners^^* in the very fece of the hungry Poor, whom they have 
« ruined!! On the other hand, Widoifs^ Orphans, and others 
" are weeping, and oft^n. dying for want of bread ! What,ca« 
** be. more odious in the figfet of Heaven, than Feaft and Fa-» 
** mine in the fame Nation ? Yet, this ia literally the cafe in thi« 
*^ Kingdom, at this rnomen|,.«nd ncH; enJy Jn the Nation, but 
** in every town, in every ftreet, yea, often under the very 
" iameroof! 

^ Open your eyes, O ye Poor of the land! — in vain are your 
^ hands and your mouths open ! — Do you not fee how you are 
^' cajoled and degraded, by the paltry fubfcriptions made for you, 
<^ at different tunes and in various parts of the nation ; which 
^ ferve only to make yoiur Slavery more fervile, and your Mifery 
^ of longer duration? I revere generous fubfcribers and col- 
** letSlors, but I fcorn the means ! Ye Poor, take a furiher. look 
*' jnto your Rights, and you will fee, that, upon the principles 
" of Reafon and Juftice, every peaceable and ufeful perfon has 
*^ a right, yea, a " Divine Right" to be fatisfied with the good 
** of the Land ! Befides, Is it not monflroufly provoking to be 
" robbed by wholefale, and relieved by retail ! Look again, and 
^ you will fee that public CblleSions, Subfcriptions, and Cha-? 
*' rities, are nothing more than the appendages of Corruption, 
" Extortion, and Oppreffion ! If the benevolent Father of the 
^ Univerfe did not fend amongft mankind provifu^ns, enough, 
** and more than enough, fuch is the wafte of the great and the 
** gluttonous, that many of you Poor, would get none at all ! 
^ Say not, therefore, ye OpprefTed, " there is a famine^ or 
^ fear city of provijions in the Land! \^ It would befalle. The 
" Land contains plenty; and if provifions were (as. they ought 
*' to be) reduced to your wages, you would enjoy your unr 
" queftionable right, a comfortable fufficiency. 

5 '' B"t, 
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" But, bclides the deftrudlion of your trade, and the me^s 
" of fubfiftence, you have the mortification to fee your Bread 
^ eaten by Dragoon and Hunting Horfes, Spaniels, &c. and 
*^ your parental, affeftionate, loving, provident and tendei* 
^ Guardians, can give you a good reafon v/hy^^it is their 
*' own! 

** Hearken ! O ye poor of the Land ? Do you fret and whine 
^ at Oppreffion — ^ yes" — « Then, as ye do^ fo did your Fa- 
•* thers before you'* — ^and, if yoii do no morej your Children 
** may whine after you! Awake! Arife! arm yourfelves — 
^ with Truth, Juftice and Reafon — ^lay fiege to Corruption; 
^ and your unity and invincibility fhall teach your Oppreflbrs 
** terrible things ! — Purge the Reprefentation of your Country 
^ — claim, as 3rour inalienable right, UniveHal Suffrage, and 
«* Annual Parliaments. And whenever you have the gratifica- 
** tion to chufe a reprefentative, let him be from among die 
«* lower order of men, and he will know how to fympathize 
<« with you, and reprefent you in character. — Then, and not 
*^ till then, fhall you experience univer&l Peace and incefianC 
^ Plenty. 

" A FRIEND TO THE POOR* 

» Stockport J Jan. 5, 1794." 



Mr. Law. I think you iay you were prefent at die dinner 
at the Crown and Anchor on the 2d of May? 

jI. I was if that was the day the dinner was had* 

^ Was you admitted by any ticket ? 

jf. I was. 

^. Who furniflied you with that ticket ? 

jt. The preceding evening, between the hoars of nine and 
ten, Mr. Hardy came to my houfe, and brought me a ticket, ] 
think 7s. 6d. marked on it. I put my hand in my pocket dunk- 
ing I was to pay, he iaid no, there is nothing to pay for diis- 
ticket ? 

^. By whom did you underftand thofe tidcets were gfven ? 

J. I had no converiation with him upon that fubje£l at all. 

Lord 
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Jjord Chief Juftice Eyre. At what time did he bring it to 
you ? 

u#. Between the hours of nine and ten o'clock. 
Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. Where? 
j/. In Crown-court, Covent-garden. 

Mr. Law. This was a meeting of the Conftitutional So- 
ciety? 

A I underftood it to be a meeting of the Conftitutional So- 
ciety, with a certain number of the London Correfponding 
Society, who were invited to. Aat dinner, and Mr. Hardjr 
brought me a ticket unknown and unexpected. 

^ Did you go as a member of the Correfponding Society ? 
"./. ^..Idii 

*4'.l^' Do you know what number of thofe tickets were ddiverej 
, 'Ilk for the Correfponding Society? 
'.(*\^. I think, if I may prefume to gue fe 

'^-. Do you know what number of the Correfponding Society 
Jere were there that were not members of the Conftitutipnal 
detyf'.-; 

-jf, t think I may (ay twenty. 

'-^^"^^^ou recolleft before dinner any news coming of any 
'^VtJ^ulkc-^puhlic event, and what was iaid in the fociety upon 

'^i^^There was foime news of fome public event. 

* Si ^'?'* V^^^ '^ &*^ ^^ ^^ ^'^^^ ^ *^^ country ? 
'^^ -^" ^ underftood it to be very bad news. 

"^ * Iq the Conftitutional Society, and in this aflembly, cpn- 
!rtmj| of members of both focieties, was there any joy fhsym^ 

A TlTiere feeiii^liihiverial fatisfaft^ and it was carried abpi^ 

^ I'qiom feemin^* with great eagernefs, 
y& i'^ *Was there any fong fung that you recoUeil by the name 
^JdT the P«ee Conftitutibn ? 

'* fj l/i. If-'flMas delivered to me before dinner in a room adjoining 
v^the dinner*roomi «ty ?: perfon who delivered them round to all the 
V * people di^ribj • aSh far as they could go, I believe. '' •^■- : 

'-^ :' " ^m 
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j^. Did you tee my papers of any fort laid upon tbe jdates iil 

the room ? 

jf. I recolle6l how there Was a ^peir on the plateSi 

^ Was it of the fame fort with the one you have ftateil W 

have been delivered in the outer room ? 

• jf. I cannot fay. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Have you got it ? 

- J. I have not* 

Mr* Law. You cannot fay vdiether the paper laid on the platf 

>ras the £une as the forig'or not ? 
j/. I cannbh '' 

'^ Who was"*fn the chair at that dinner ? 
A I underftood Mr. Home Tooke — No, I believe a Mr* 

Wharton, and even in that I do not know that I am corred^ but 

I think fo, Mr. Wharton 

^. Was Mr. Home Tooke there ? . ' i V 

jf. He was. • i- 

^ Do you know Lord I^aer i . ^ . 

J. I do. .4. 

^ Mention the names of any peHbns you particularly reineni 

t>er to have been prefent. r^ ^l 

A Mr. Home Tooke, Mr. Wharton, a Gentlemafi frhofi . 

I (aw in Court juft now,, of the name of Birchall, Mh* Shstfj f' 

whom I have known many years, an engraver; there were fev^fsfT 

members of the London Correfponding Society^ , , f' 

^ DoyouknowMr. Froft? J^ 

A. Ves ; he was there, and he fat clofe to Mr. Tooke* * j"- 

L9rd C3)i^JuJlice Eyre. Were thofe members .or vlfl tdn ? % ^ 
A. I cannot undertake to fay, I did not belong to tfit Confttf, 

tutional Society. r . , ji 

Mr. Law. Was Mr. Hardy there ? . . •. ' .* /'.fj 

A. Mr. Hardy was there. % ' •> -j . 

^. Do you know Thelwall i -•' •» *•! 

A. He W2LS Aere. ' * • : 

^ Richter i •. "• • V 

A Yes, • \ - 

^. Lovett? 

J.Um 
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SK ' He was there; 

j^. Was Moore there? 

^. Yes. 

•J^. Pearce? 

A Yes. 
. J^ Was Jones there? 

J. Yes. 

^ He was ar member of die London Corre^nding Society. 
I believe ? 
' ji. There are fevenJ Jones's. 

Zord Chief Jujiice Eyre, Docs much turn Upon the names ? 

Mr, Law. No.-*»What fbngs were fung, do you recoiled i 
do you know a fong by the name of Ca Ira f 

A. That was not fung as I recolleil:, but the moment tfao 
company got into the room, the mullc ftruck up Ca Ira^ 
•.^ Before dinner are you fpeaking off 
' A. I think all the time we were at dinner; I think it played 
Cm Ira almoft from beginning to end \ it was encored time after 
%e. 

i-J^. Do you recoUedl; the mufic of any other fong that wat 
|dbiyed ? 

.y>/. YeSj the Marfeillois March-»^the CarmagnoL 
'^1 ^ Did the company feem to be pleafed with the mufic^ did it 
ineet with any applaufe ? 

A* \ never heard fuch an univerial din of approbation in tfatf 
courfe of my life; it was nothing but a fcene of clamour, for 
I do believe moft people's hands ihfiarted, and their ears ached. 

^ Do you recollect any particular toaft drank after dinner f 

j^. I do not* 
• ^ Do you recolle(9: non^ of the toaftj.? 

A. I cannot charge my memory; ^ 
^ ^. Do you recolle£fc any particular addrefs that was ma<t# 
to the company then prefent, by Mr. Home Tooke I 

A. That I do. 

^ State, as far as you can, the words, if not the words, dit 
fubftance of that addrefs ? 

Vol. II, Dd J^l 



A. 1 will ; feme time «ftcr dinner Mr. Homt Toekc gDf% 
iahd filence was called, and he prefac6i hi^ addreft by to Cb- 
Ibrvation that, I believe, one out of fifty ki that room migte.br 
confidereA as a Government Spy, and to them ht wUhed par- 
ticularly to addrefs himfelf > and, in confequence of that iddtds, 
\ muft confefs I did attend -^ in confequcBi^ of Bis addreflng 
himfelf to Government fpies, I certainly did attend Xo what he 
lud*; for my idea of a fpy abd iiifortner ma^ differ particiihily k» 
a bufinefs of this nature. 

J^ To the beft of your recoIleAioii| what "^09 it Mr. H6rne 
Tooke delivered in that flddrefs ? 

J. He begged the company to take noticey^t&at he wstt not in 
a ftate of inebriation > for having fomediing to (ky to the com^ 
pany, he had taken eare t6 refrain from his glaft). aoi for fear 
of being miftaken,;and being taken to be in a fbte €f intoxicadoiv 
he begged every body prefent to take particular notice of vHiat 
hefaid; he called the Parliament a fcoundrel fink of corruption^ 
6e called the Oppofition in Parliament a fcoundrel fiak of op« 
pofition ; he faid, that there was a jun£tion between thofe tam 
ftoundrel parties, formed for tjbe purpofe of deftroying the 
rights and liberties of the country v he began to* fpeak about 
the Hereditary Nobility ; he afked, if (iiat: fkip-jack,. JcnkinfiMi, 
eould be confidered as one of the Hereditary Nobility of the 
country; and, I think, if my memory is rig^t,. liiat he paid Ar 
feme compliment to the Houfe of Lords that he did tio-tfae Houfe 
of Commons. 

Lord Chief Juflice Eyre. Don't ipeak about eamplunent-^ 
What did he fay? 

J^ That there was a jundlion between the minifleriad* par^ ani 
die oppofition in the Houfe of Lords. 

Lord Chief Jujilce Eyre. Do you mean that he £iid die fame^ 
thing of the HOufe of Lords as of the Houfe of Commons ? 

J. Yes ; he (aid it was in order to amufc, or abufe^ (he ufed 
• one of thefe words, I am notfure which word) that poor man, the 
Kmg.,, 
. Lord. Chief Juflice Eyre. What was in order to amufe ? 
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it The junAion between the two parties. 

Air, Law. Was any thing further faid by him ? 

yf. I do not recoUeft ; yes, I think he faid likewife, that the 
jun£lion of the oppofitidn in Parliament with the ariftrocratic 
party in the Houfe of Commons, was likewife meant to abufe 
faid deceive Sic people 6( this country. The junction of parties 
in the Houfe of Conunons to abufe the pcojde of this country. 

^ Did he mention any thing farther refpeffing the King ? 

yf. I cannot fay. 

J^^. Did he ftait what was the objeft of his addrefsj or of his 
meafures ? 

jf. I do not recoiled. 

^ How was this addrefs of his received ? 

y. With applaufe,— with great applaufe. 

^ Was any fong fung to the tune of God fave the King ? 

A There was. 

^ Do you recoUeft Mr. Home Tooke*s laying any itrnig 
refped^ing the fong that had been fung to that tune f 

jf. I cannot recoUeft. 

Lord Chttf JuJHce tyre. Was it the fong of God (ave the 
King? 

A. No ; a fong to the tune of God fave the King. 

Mr. Law. Do you recoUedl Mr. Tooke's finging, or reciting^ 
any lines of a fong to that tune \ 

A. You have recalled fomcthing to my memory that I had 
forgot — ^ifl am right, Mr. Home Tooke fiing that fong; or ha 
fung an additional verfe, which he faid had been forgot. 

J^. WhA did he fupply ? 

A. I do not recoUeft the words. 

^. What was the name of that fong ? you faid that a fong, 
c^ititkd the Free Conflitution, was delivered to the members 
before dinner ? 

A. Yes ; and I do not know whether there was not one put 
itpon each plate ; if it was not that, it was fbmething elfej Mr. 
Home Tooke fung that fong. 

^. Do you recofled the firfl line of the fong tJiat was fung to 
the tune of God fave the King ? 

D d a- ^ I * 
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A I do not* 

Mrl John Grovis* 
Crofs Examined by Mr. Gibbu 

^ Pray what are you ? 
. A I have followed the buTinefs of conveyancing for dieie 
twenty-two, or twenty-three years. 

J^ Then you are a lawyer ? 

jf. If you call that a lawyer. 

^ Is conveyandngthe only branch of thefNTofeffion tha^yon 
have followed ?- 

6 roves. As an attorney do you mean? 

Jlfr. Gihbs. Are you an attorney ? • 

J, I never brought or defended an action,, in my Hie, as aa 
attorney. 

^. You may tell me whether you are an attorney or not? 
. iiL I am not. 

^ Are you a folicitor* 

Groves, In Chancery ? 
, Mr. Gibbs. No I did not mean in Chancery, you have been 
long enough in the law to know the meaning of the word folicitor | 
•—are you a folicitor of any fort J 

J. Yes. 

^ Where ? 

A I have been here. ... 

^ Why then, you are folicitor at the Old Bailey. 

J. Yes. 

^ Could not you have faid fo at once j you underftood per* 
Ibftly well what I meant. 
. A No. 

^ When I afked if you were a folicitor, and you aflced if I 
meant in Chancery, I told you I did not mean in Chancery ? 

A. I thought you meant a folicitor in Chancery. 

^ And you really did not know the meaning of my queftioa ? 

A. I did not know. . , 

^ You had not the leaft idea that I meant to alk, if you had 
been an Old Bailey folicitor ? 

: . 'ah 
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^J. It aid not occur to me. * * . ' ,. 

\^. It did not occur to you, upon my afking you die que(Koi| 
that you had been an Old 5ailey (olicitor ? '^ 

JL I.did not fay diat ; but I gave you what I thought an imme- 
fliate anfwen I really did not know die term as applied to vat as 
arolicitor. ' . - ^ 

^ You really did not know but ths^t I meant to afk you whe- 
ther ^u were a folicitor in Chancery ?-*-What was the firft time 
that you were at any of thofe meetings ? 

-//. On the ;ioth of January. 

^. How came you to ^o theo ? 

A. I was fent by a gendemai:i. 

^ By whom? 

Graven lamafked, my Lord, by whom j tf it is proper I will 
tell. 

Mr, Gibbs. Jf it be improper J wHl not aft it ? 

Graves^ If it is a fair queftion I willanfwer itdiredtly. 

Lord Chief Jujitce Eyre, There can Ije no imputation upon 
you for anfweringthe queftionj — ^if you decline anfwering, that \% 
pother thing ; it expofes you to no difficulties, or penalty, or 
^ny thing of diat fort, 

- A, T^one 5 it is only a point of delicacy. I am ready to give 
an anfwer — ^I Have not the leaft objedlion on my part. 

Mr. Law. My Lord, I take it that the channels for informal 
tion muft be protefted. 

Mr, Attorney-General The Court of Exdiequej never would 
permit diat queftion to be afked. 

Lord Chief yujiice Eyre, Upon a general principle I de not 
know whether it ought to he anfwere.d. 

Groves, It was a perfon high in office und^r Ms Majefty*; 
tut permit me to add, I was not deiired by that gentleman to 
conceal his name. 

Mr. Gibbs, Then where is the delicacy of it? 

Lord Chief yujiice Eyre, He has faid what is proper and ttia- 
terial for your purpofe: that is, that he went there, being emu- 
ployed for the purpofe of colle£king information, with a view t^ 
the difdofujTc of it. 

Dd3 Mr^ 



Wfn Gtbbs. I V9^Si not prefs the c^ueflion furtther. iliaa jvai 
£rOr4fhip thinks I ought — ^I leave it to thQ djlcretjion pf the Qpurt 
if it is thought not proper. 

Iford Chief Juflicf Eyre, I dp not thi^ it k proper^ 

J^r, Gibbs. Then you were dp.fired by a perfopi high io 
office, to go to this place j — ^how arofe your connedlion widi d^ 
gentleman, 

J. My conne£Hon with th^t gentjeman has been for thefe ten 
years ; that is fo far as having die honpj^r of being neribnally 
known to him. 

^ What fort of connexion had you with. him ? 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. It is haicHy proper that the hiftory 
of a conne£Hon of that kind (hould be difdbfed here. 

Groves* That gentleman would ^ot emylay me \sx any tiling 
difhonourable, nor would I accept It. 

Mr Gibhs, I dare fay you would not, . 

Lord Qnef Juflice Eyre. You find he went qq purpofe tQ 
give information of what pafled ; tha|t is the only fjidt that is ma^ 
terial for the prifoner j the reft is priva|:e intercourfe, which may 
involve in it the confideration of a thoufai^d other things, which 
maybe material to the government of the country,-r-l think it not 
proper to be difclofed here, it is not neceflary to thje cauie. 

Groves. I have ha^ the honour of his confidencp ever fince I 
haye known him. 

Mr. Gibbs. Then trufting in you, he fcnt you to the Globe 
Tavern on the 20th of January, 179^? 

j1. Certainly. 

^ Then you never were at any of thpfe meetings but in th^ 
charafier of a fpy ? 
. J. As ypja call it fo^ I will take it fo. 

Mr. Gibbs. If you were not diere as a fpy, take any ti^le yoi| 
chufe for yourfelf, and I will give you that, 

Mr. Law. He did not ftate any title. 

Jllr. Gibbs. I did not defire you to tak/e any tifle .'w, the fcnfe 
tfhat gentlemean is ufing the term; you objeftto the term Ipy, as 
J p^led you, and I bid you take any other name. 

^({rd Chief ^ujlici Eyre^ There fliould be no name given to 

* a witncfe 
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A'wittiers on Ilia egcamination : he fbte^ vHtiTCt lie went for, «iS 
in Il^Jcillg obfervations on the evidence, you may give it iaMf 
Appellation you pleafe. You recoiled I made the obfervatioii 
Ibefore, whea Mv. Erfkine did die fame ^ing« 

Mr. Gibbs* I really did npt feel that I was going at all on): 
iof the way in the^croTs^exatiunation of a witnefs, in calling him 
^y a name which iuits his charader, though he does^not like it. 

LQrd Cbiifjufiice Eyre. Goon. 
■ Mr. Qibbi, You went then (not to call you a (py) to thcfe 
•meetings in the charader of a perfon, who had no other reafon for 
going there, than; that of picking up what ii^ormatioh you coidd^ 
and carrying it again tQ thofe emplo^ers^ in ^ofe confidence you 
were ? 

v/. Certain!)^ 

J^ Then I muft exprefs your employment by that, peraphrafis. 
You faid there was a great aQembly there .^ 

jt. There was. 
^ ^ There was afConfiderstble meeting you faid[, and Cniverftl 
^Suffrage and Annual Parliaments were talked of? 

Groves. Which meeting do you fpeak of? 

Mr. Gibbs^ I am fpeaking of the meeting to which you firft 
vent. 

A. There was a very large meeting, fe much fo that Ae floor 
l)roke down. 

^ You have been giving an account of fome converfation that 
paiTed there ; can't you recoUeA who the perfons were that had 
that converfation ? 

A. No ; I do not know, there was an univer(al.xx>nvei?fatioii. 

^ You going there for the purpofe of coUefting evidence 
;againft individuals, and coming now to give evide^nce againft an 
individual, you thought it not material to obferve who die people 
were that then u(ed this languago*---You, a gentleman ufed to 
pra£tife at the Old Bailey, and meaning to give evidence aftei^ 
wards againft thofe perfons, did not dunk it material to learn by 
iv/hom thefeconverfations were held-? 

Lorjd Chief Jujtice Eyre. Mr. Gibbs, I am fprry to interrupt 
j^o^, but your queftions ought not to be iuscomp^nied with thofe 
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j£^ of comments : iihey are the proper Tubje^ of oblervadc^ 
ffrhexi the defence is made. The buflnefs of a crofe-^xaminatioit 
js to. a(k to all forts of adls, to probe a witnefs as clofely as yon 
can ; but it is not the obje<3: of a crofs-examinationf to btroducf 
^t kind of peraphra(is as youhave juft done. 
, . Mr. Gibbs. Send to Mr. Erfldne, he is in the parlour^ 
{Mr. Erjkine immsdiately came into C9uru'\ 

Mr. Erjkine. Will your Lordihip. give me leave to fey, it is 
the univerfal pjc^dicfe gf the Court of King's Bench^ the firft 
criminal court ir\ this country, in which I have had the honour t» 
jradUce for feyenteen years-- rWe are certainly, permitted to gp 
as far as this. . I agree w;ith your Lordlbip. In what you juft now 
faid (and it will be of no confequence whether I did or no^ bccauie 
your Lordfhip muft give the rule) but what I take my'learned 
j(riend to have faid to. the wituef% is this ; ycni> fir^ not meaning 
it as an infult to the witnefs, but yoU) (ir,.a3 a praAifer at th^ 
Old Bailey, muft know the neceflity, if you go to any place, to 
jet evidence, of haying proper matopi^s fo« that evidence ; how 
do you account for not haying do;ie that ? In a;:ro/s-examinatioiv 
Counfel are not called upon to be fo eacaftas in aa.oi:iginal cx^ 
^i^n?,tion-^You are permitted talead a witnefe. . 

Mr. Gibbs. I defired Mr. Erikine to be fent for into court, as 
X wiflied to haye th^ teftimonyof a gentleman who has prad^ifed 
in that court more than any man now prefent, that I was not dc? 
-parti^^. from the practice whigh has obtained there— -My ei^ is 
jKjrw anfwered in defiring Mr. Erfkine to come into court. 

Mr. Erjkine. I can appeal to one of the learned Judges now 
Tjppn the Bench. I remember that wh<2n Mr* Garrow firft 
•CMne to the fituation, which undoubtedly he ^s with a giieat 
4eal of ability, I objcfled to a queftion he put 00 a crofs-exr 
,;u3Uiiation, and wh^n it turned 9ut that it was upon crofs-e3ca- 
mination, the laugh w^ turned agai(;ft me, and ( bad nothing 
-lo fay- c 

. Mr- Jujlice BuUer. Undoubtedly the prance has increafed 
much within my memory : what Mr, Erikine alludes to now has 
been univer(a]ly the pra(!iice ; that when you are upon a c;rofs- 
f9(S^ii)atiQn} you ar^. p^mUttt^d to kad a witne^ ooore xban yc^ 
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'^rsn on an original examination ; but be fo good a$ recoDeift Ai^ 
<no(ie in which the Lord Chief Juftice put it yefterday, and I doi 
not think in Guildhall, pr any where elfe, you ever departed 
from that. You may lead a witnefs upon a crofs-examination to 
brii^ him dire<ftly to the point as to the anfwer; but not to gA 
* the length as was attempted yefterday, of putting the very word* 
into a witnefs's mouth, which he was to echo back again. - 

Mr. Erjkine, Having done that yefterday, I immediately 
bowed to the admonition I received from my Lord Chief Juftice. 

Lsrd Chief Juftice Eyre* I fhould be extremely forry if it 
Ihould be fuppofed that I mean to make an obfervation Aat feem4 
cd to prefs perfonally upon either of the learned counfel who are 
now- for, the defendant, and particularly on the gentleman who it 
now crofs-examining this witnefs, and more particularly if it 
Were fuppofed I was capable of doingthat in the abfence of the 
pther counfel ; I hope .that will never be imagined of me. 

With regard to the point, I think it is fo clear that the queftiont 
diat are put are not to be loaded with all the obfervations diat 
sm: ife upon all the previous parts of the cafe, they tend fo to diC- 
in£t the attention of every body, they load us in point of time fo 
much, and that that is not the tin^e for pbfervation upon the 
character and fituation of a witnefs is fo apparent, that as a wde 
of evidence it ought never to be departed from; but it is certaiii* 
ly true that it does Hide into examinations, and that it is verf 
often not taken notice of, and it faves more time frequently to let 
it pafs than to take notice of it; but there is a rule to wfaidi all 
thofe fort of things, if once an appeal is made to the court, ought 
Id be brought, and my judgment is, that after you have got'the 
particular fe<Sb upon which that fort of obfervation is founded^ 
the examination ought to proceed to the odier fefts upon -the 
cafe, and the obfervations upon tfaofe fpn^er hSt!$ ought lo txiake 
part of the defence, - 

Mr. Gibbs. My reafon for fending for Mr, Erfkine wa3 bc-i 

caufe I knew it had been the pra6Uce, and I think I. have 

pbferved it in the courfe of this <:aufe on the othet fide. 

What Mr. Juftice BuUer has fiiid, that it is a praiSlice diat^ 

■^110$ fgxif: on to f greater length than it ought, I hope, ^viU 

. '' be- 
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|)e an excu(^ br m«,,beeaufe I a^ moreineKperi^ced In &t pror 
fcfRon than Mr* Erfkine or Mr. Qarrow* If that modeof exa» 
(QBination prevails on one fide, efpeciaily againft a defendants r 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre, I will never fuffer it to ptevail oa 
IliA/er fide, but ;^ £u: ^ I WQuld indulge it, it fliould be on dn 
fart of a defendant 

Mr. Gibbs. Your lordflup does not fappofe, X tmft, that I 
4ent for Mr. Erfkine with any other view than I have mentioned, 
I Gonfefs I feel myfelf ienfibly mortified* 

f.ord Chief Jujiice Eyre. I aiji ejOremdy forry for it, I never 
yrifhed to mortify yoiu 

. Mr. Gibbs. I think you told me that you were a gentlemaa 
vAo pradifed at the Old Bailey, do you now pra£tife her^ or 
fiave you left off tha| pra^ice ? 

f/t^ I have not left itof£ 

^ You now pra^kife at the Oid Bailey i 
9 Jt. I have not for fome time, 
r ^ How happens that? 
. yf. Not this fix monthS;, 

^. Your reafon for not having pra^ied is, that no builneft 
\m been brought to you, I prefume ? 

A. Certainly, you are right there. 
. ;g. Did you or not think it neceflary^ at this meeting, to attend 
^ tjhe particular perfbns from whom the converfation that you are 
fiOW'flating, proceeded? / 

, 4y At that tim^ I was a total ftranger almoft to every one ia 

J^ You did not endeavour to diftinguiib what was faid by one 
|n%n from what was f^d by another \ 

J%\ did npt in converfation, 
\ ^ Yqu f^y the language was Uniyerfal Suffrage and Annual 
Parliaments ? 
. \4. Yes. 

: ^ Can you tell me who ufed that bnguage ? 
. jf. I. cannot, it was the general language.. 
: J^ Who ufed it you cannot tell ? 
: ji. No, I c^no^ : ' . * /j( 
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i^. How i^aaiqr people might there be there? . - ^ 

A^ As many as the room could .contain, and it was a large 
foom^ I flio\iId fuppofe if I faid four hundred people I ihQ\d4 
ipeak within bounds, 

^. You cannot recoiled any 9ije p^^icular perfon who beld 
<his langu2^e you have been fpeaking of? 

A, I cannot; we were in two rooms there; the firft roon^ wo 
were in br9l^e dowp, which occafioned us to go up flairs, 

^.. You w^re afterwards at Chalk Farm, I think you fay? 

A I was. 

SL There you went under the fame eipploymcnt, ^d forUi? 
^une perfon? 

A. Jlxa^ly fo. 

^. You feem to have fixed yourfelf a good deal upon Mj> 
Thelwall? 

A> No, Mr. Thelwall fixed himfelf upgn me, 

^ It was involuntary then ? 

A. Quite fo, for at that time I hardly knew Mr. Thelwalh 

^ You Would rather have declined it ? 

A. No, I did not fay that ; that is going too far ; he and I werp 
IJanding at die door, in Store-ftreet, together, when there were 
not above ten or a dozen people there, and then the paper beinff 
fhick up that the meeting would be held at Chalk Faroi) ]ie fiud^ 
^ come fdpng," 

^ Was that the firft time you had conyerfed with him ? 

A^ I had converfed with him feveral time§, 

^ Did he know who you were ? 

, A*, I do not beyeve he did, 

^. He had no previous knowledge of you ? 

A. He had none of me, nor I of him, 

^. Had you any introduction to him ? 

A. None, 

^. You had nq previous knowledge of him, nor l^e of ypji, 
no introduftion to him, no. gonunpn friend who told eacl) th^t hf 
plight truft the other ?' 

A, No, I do not recolleft that ever fuch a converfation paiTedi 
Vetween me and any man in the woiid, 

^ But 



jjl. But all. tbis diat he faid to you was voluntary? 

A. What pafled between bim and oie was in going to Chalk 
J'arm, which was the firft time in my life I ever' fpoke to him, it 
jfizs voluntary. 

' ^ I think you fay ttuit at Chal]^ Faipi thpre was a damoiv 
jthat fpies weje tfeere ./ 

• A. Certainly. 

^ And Mr. Thelwall was for admitting them all? 

Jl. He was, and defired them to hear; and, I believe, I may 
add fqmething further, now you. hav^ brought it to iny recol[ec« 
tion: he faid, it would give'the minifter the power ' of jud^ns 
id their proceedings and their numbers. 

^. You faid fo before — I beljeve you yourfelf made this cry 
JCgainft (pies, did not you? you yourfelf faid you thgught tfaier^ 
:|werc fpies among thenx ? 

A. O yes ! I did fey tha(^ and thought myfelf very jyftifi^Ue 
\Ti fo doing. 

^ Yes, yes, that was a fcReme you had learned in ypur 
jpraftice certainly, you were the perfon then whp fuffgefted dia^ 
ihere were fpies from the Tr eafury therje ? 

A. No, I was not; there w?is a perfon pr/sfent, I was afked if 
) knew him, I faid, yes, I did. 

* ^ I^d you fay you knew him to be a fpy ? 

A. I was aiked lyho he was, and what he was, and I laid, I did 
4^ink he was a perfon employed by Government, 

^. Who was he? . ' . . ^ 

A. His name was Walfli. 

J^. And you feeing Mr. Walfh there, feid, you thoyght he 
fras a perfon employed by Government ? 

A* I was applied to 1^ fev'eral to know-whedier it was not 
Mr. Walfh, I faid, it was, and that I believed he had fane wn- 
ployrnent about Gpvernment; and I believed Mr, Walfh did 
not wifh to conceal it, for upon his buttons there was, I believe^ 
jftc King and Conflitution, fo that he did not wifh to conceal it^ 

END OF TiJ3>«B^iftNp .VMUMBf . - . ' i 
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l.np'HE Proceedings on the . Caufe, Anthony Fabrigas 

X iagainft General Moflyn, Governor of Minorca, for felfc 

Impi'ifo^smeni:. Tried in the Court of Common' Pleas, Londoi^ 

July 13, 1773. To which are added, the fubfequent Arguments; 

5S. .6d. , . 
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' :i. The Trial of Jane Butterfield, for die Murder of Williant 
Bacmrtf Efij^. at the AfSze at Croydon, Auguft 19, 1775. 
Before Lord Chief Baron Smythe. 2s. 6d. 

3* The Trial of Elizabeth, Duchefs Dowager of Kingfton, 
for Bigamy. Before the Right Honourable the Houfe of Peers, 
tn • WefbiimfteprffaU fun Parliament aflembled, on the ifth^ 
f 6th, 17th, aotb, and %2i Days of April, 1776. Printed unde9 
an Prder of die Houfe of Lords. 10s. 

4. The Trial of the Caufe on an Adlion brought by Stephen 
Sayre, Efq. againft the Earl of Rochford, for felfe Imprifonment. 
Before Lord Chief Juftice De Grey, in the Court of Common- 
Pleas, Weftminfter, June 27, 1776. is, 6d. 

5. The Trial of James Hill, alias John the Painter, for wil* 
fiilly fetting Fire to the King's Rope-Houfe, at Portfmoudn 
Before Mr. Bardn Hotham, at the Affize at Winchefter^ 
March 6, 1777. 26. 

6. The Trial of Jofeph Stackpoole, Efq. for wilfull v firing off 
a loaded Piftol at John Parker, Efq. at the Affize at Maidltone. 
Before Mr. Juftice Afton, March 1777. 2s. 6d. 

7. The Trial of John Home, Efq. upon an Information, filed 
ex officio^ by his Majefty's Attorney-General, for a Libel. Be- 
fore the Earl of Mansfield, at Guildhall, July 7, 1777^ 3s. 
A SupplQment to the Trial, containing the fubfequent Proceed- 
ings in the Court of King's-Bench. IS. 

8- The Trial of the R^. Henry Bate,'for a Libel on the Duk« 
of Richmond, in the Court of King's-Bench, June 22, 1780^; 
2s. 6d. A Supplement, containing the fubfequent Proceedings. j6d^ 

9. The Trial of Lord George Gordon, for High-Treaibn^ 
at the Bar of Ac Court of King's-Bcrich, February 5, 1751: 
3s. 6d* 

- lO.Thh 
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f 0« The Trial of John Donellan^ E^. fi>r Ae Murto d 
Sir Theodofius Bbughton, £«t« Before Mx. Juftic6 Bullerj at 
the Affize at Warwick, March 30, 1781. 2s. 6d# 

11. The Trial of David Tyric, for High-Tiwfiaa, :it the 
Affize at Wkichefter. Before Mr. JuiHce Heatb» Augoft iiV 
X782. IS. 

12. The Trial of the Indidhnent againft the Rev* WiUiam 
Pa¥ie9 Shipley, Deaa of St. AiaBh, for 2 LibeL Before .Mr« 
jfuftice Buller, at the Aifize at Shrewiburyi Auguft 6^ 17^41 
2S. 6d. 

The previous Arguments in this Caufe ^t Ac Great SeffioJI 
9t Wrexham, September i, 1783. is. 6d. 

13. The Trial of John MotheAill, for anamittiiM; a Rafft 
en Mife Catharine Wade, at Brighthelmfton. Before Mt, Juftici 
Afhhurft, at the Affize at Eaft-Grinftead, March 1786. 28* 

jfll the foregoing Publications are printed in Folio^ to bind with 
the State Trials^ 



14. An Account of the Ailments of Counfd, with dis 
Opinions at large of Mr. Juftice Gould, Mr. Juftice Afhhurft, 
ind Mr. Baron Hotham, oft the Cafe of Margaret Caroline Rudd, 
Sept. 16, 1776. IS. 6d. 

15. The Trials on the Informations which, by Order of the 
Houfe of Commons, were filed by His Majefhr's Attorney- 
General againft Richard Siiiith, Efq. and Thomas Brand 
Hollis, Efq. for Bribing the Voters of the Borough of Hindon. 
Before Mr. Baron Hotham, at the Affize at S5ifl)ury, 1776. 
IS. 6d. 

16. The Trials of the Rioters, at St. Margaret's Hill. Before 
Lord Loughborough, Mr. Juftice Gould, Mr. Baron Eyre, 
and Mr. Juftice Buller, in July, 1780. Printed in Eight Parts. 
Price 6d. each. 

17. The Trial of Francis Henry De la Motte, for High 
Treafon; containing all the Arguments of the Counfel, &c. 
Before Mr. Juftice Buller, at the Old Bailey, July 1781. 2s. 

j8. Th^r 
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18. The Trial of the. Rev. Bennet Allen, and Robert Mc^fJs, 
Efq. for tbe Murder of Lloyd Dulany, Efq. in a Duel in Hvdt^ 
Parle ; containing all the Arguments of the Counfel) &c. BsrOi^ 
Mr, Juftice Buller, at the Oid Bailey, June 1782. 

19^ The Trial of the^ Honourable LieutenantrGeneral JameT 
Murray^ late Govpmor of Minorca* At a .GcPtNTt Martial, held- 
at the Horfe Guards. 3s. 6d. 

20. The Trial of the Honourable Major Henrjr FitstOT 
Stanhope, for his Conduct at Tobago. At a Court-Martialp* 
held at the Horfe Guards, in June 1703- 3s» 6d. 

lir The Proceedings rn the Court of King's Bench againft 
Lieutenant Bourne, on the Profecution of Sir James Wdlate^ 
for a Libel, and for an Affault; containing all the Evidence^ 
together with die Arguments of Mrr Bearcroft, Mr. Sylvefter,^ 
Mr. La^v, and Mr- Adam, for the Profecution ; and of Mf^^LeV 
the Honourable Thomas Erfkine, and Mr. Macnally, for die . 
Defendant; and the Speech of Mr, Juftice Willcs at pronouncinj^ 
Judgment on Mr. Bourne. Price 3s. 

The lajl eight Publications are printed in ^arto. 

0,2, The Cafe of the EaftJndia Company, as ftated anj 
proved at the Bar of tlie Houfe of Lords, on the 15th and i6tli* 
Days of December, 1783, upon the hearing of twa Petitions 
againft a Bill, intituled, " An Aft for eftabUming certain Regii- 
•' lations for the better Management of the Territories, Revenues, 
** and Commerce of this Kingdom, in the Eaft Indies ;" con- 
taining the Arguments of Mr. Rous and Mr.. Dallas, for the 
Company; Mr. Hurdingc and Mr. Plumer, for the Dirc6tors, 
Price zs. 6i 

2^ The whole Proceedings on the Trials of two InformationSy* 
exhibited ex officio by the King's Attorney General, againft. 
Lord George Gordon ; one for a Libel on the Queen of France 
and the Freiich AnibalVador ; the other for a Libel on the Judges 
and Adminiftration of the Laws in England. Tried in the Coiyt 
of King's-Bench, London, June 6, 1 7 87, before the Honourable 
Mr. Juftice Bullcr. Price 2s. 

24. The whole Proceedings on the Trial of an Informatipm 
exhibited ex officio by tlio King's Attorney-General againft 
John Stockdale, for a Libel on the Houfe of Commons. Tried 
in the Court of King's Bench, Dec. g, 1789. Before Lord 
Kenvon. To which is fubjoined, Mr. Erfkine's Argument in 
tiu; Cafe of the Dean of St. Afaj.h. 5s. 

vr 25.. The 



J^ ^Trials fublifiedfnrk Mr. Gixrney^^ Shoruhdni iJohsl 

%%. The Evidence oil die Cauie, Mn James Brown againfl 
itA Phoenix AfTurance Companf. Tried before Lord Lough<« 
borough, JDec. 15, 1789. 

26. The whole Proceedineis on the Trial of a Caufe, Thomas 
Walker, Merchant, agldnft William Roberts, Barrifter at Law^ 
for a LibeL TriM at Lancafter Affizes, March, 1791* Before 
Mr, Baron ThcMnfon. Price 3s. 

iy. The Proceedings on the $^0 JP'arrdnto againft an Alder- 
flian and a Common Councilman of Chefter; containing the 
two Trials at Shrewfbury, and the Arguments and Judgiiients 
in the Court of King's Bench, and in the HoiUc of Lord& Two 
Volumes, large Ofl&vo. Price il* ih 

a8. The whole Proceedings on the Trial of an Information, 
cad^yted, ^jr £^f /^, by the King's Attorney-General, againft 
Thodias Paine, for a Libel. Tried before Lord Kenyon, in 
Ac Court of King's Bench, Guildhall, December 22d, i792» 
iWce 3s. 6d. 

The lajt Seven Publications are in OSfavo* 

inch of the above-mentioned Publications as are not out of Prints 
may be had rf Mrs. GurneV, Bookfeller^ No, 128, Ho/born* 
Hill. 



Dedicated with PermiiHon to the King^ 

Price Half-a-Guinea, 

The Eleventh Edition of Brachygraphy, or an eafy and 
fiompendious S3rftem of Short-hand. Adapted to the various 
Arts, Sciences, and Profeflions, by 

JOSEPH GURNEY. 

. Note. The Book is a fufficient Inftrudtion of itfelf ^ but if 
any difficulties occur, they (hall be removed upon application to 
the Author, either perfonally or by letter, witliaut any additional 
£xpencer' 
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